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ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 



CONTAINING AN INTERVAL OF 170 TEARS, 

From the death of Alexander the Great, to the death of Jadi|& 
Maccabees. 



CHAP. I, 

Sow Ptolemy y the son of hagusj took Jerusalem atid Judea hy 
deceit and treachery^ and carried many of the Jews thence^ 
and planted them in Egypt, 

^ 1. Now when Alexander, king of Macedon^ had put an 
i^d to the dominion of the Persians, and had settled the af- 
ihirs in Judea after the forementioned manner, he ended his 
life. And as his government fell amongst many, Antigonus 
obtained Asia, Seleucus Babylon; and of the other nations 
which were there, Lysimachus governed the Hellespont, and 
Cassander possessed Macedonia; as did Ptolemy, the son of 
Lagus, seize upon Egypt. ' And while these princes ambi- 
tiously strove one against another, every one for his own 
principality, it came to pass that there were continual war!, 
and these lasting wars too : and the cities were sufierers, and 
lost a great many of their inhabitants in these times of dis- 
tress, insomuch that all Syria, by the means of Ptolemy the 
son of Lagus, underwent the reverse of that denomination of 
Saviour, which he then had. He also seized upon Jerusa- 
leptt;^ and for that end, made use of deceit and treachery ; for 
as hej^me into the city on a Sabbath day, as if he would of- 
fer ii^rifices, he, without any trouble, gained the city, while 
the 7ews did not oppose him, for they did not suspect him to 
be dkeir enemy;, and he gained it thus, because they were 
free ftom suspicion of him, and because on that day they 
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4 « ANTIQUITIES BookXH. 

ivereatrest an4 qaietqess; and when he had gained it, he 
ruled over it in a cruel manner. Nay, Agatharchides of 
Cnidus, who wrote the acts of Alexander's successors, re-» 

{)roaches us with superstition, as if we, by it, had lost our 
iberty; where he says thus : ^^ There is a nation called the 
nation of the JewSy who inha()it a city strong and great, named 
Jerusalem. These men took no care, but let it come into 
the hands of Ptolemy, as not willing to take arms, and there- 
by they submitted to be under an hard master by reason of 
their unseasonable superstition." This is what Agathar- 
chides relates of our nation. But when Ptolemy had taken 
a great many captives, both from the mountainous parts of 
Judea, and from the places about Jerusalem and Samaria, and 
the places near mount Gerizzim, he led them all into Egypt,* 
aod settled them there. And as he knew that the people of 
Jerusalem weret most faithful in the observation of oaths 
and covenants, and this from the answer they made to Alex- 
ander, when he sent an embassage to them, after he had beat«- 
en Darius in battle, so he distributed many of them into gar- 
risons; and at Alexandria gave them equal privileges of citi- 
zens with the IMacedonians themselves ; and required of theoi 
to take their oaths, that they would keep their fidelity to the 
posterity of those who committed these places to their care^ 
Nay, there were not a few other Jews, who, of their own ac- 
cord, went into Egypt, as invited by the goodness of the 
soil, and by^ the liberality of Ptolemy. However, there 
were disorders among their posterity, with relation to the 
Samaritans, on account of their resolution to preserve that 
conduct of life which was delivered to them by their forefa- 
thers, and they thereupon contended one with another; 

I-. I I' M ■ I ■ II ■ I ■ I » I I .1.. 

* The great number of these Jiiws and Samaritans that were foriiier* 
ly carried into Egypt by Alexander, and now by Ptolemy the son of La* 
gU8, appear afterwards, in the vast multitude, who, as we shall see pre* 
sently, were soon ransomed by Philadelphus, and by him made free, be- 
fore he sent for the seventy-two interpreters in the many garrison^ 
and other soldiers of that nation in Egypt: in the famous settlement of 
Jewsi and the number of their synagogues at Aiexahdria> long after 
ward : and in the vehement contention between the Jews and Samari- 
tans under Philomoter, about the place appointed for pubUc worship ia 
the law of Moses: whether at the Jewish temple of Jerusalem, or at the 
Samaritan temple at Gerlszim : of all which our author treats here- 
after. And as to the Samaritans carried into Egypt under the same 
princes, Scaliger supposes, that those who have a great synagogue at 
Cairo, as also those whom the Arabic geographer speaks of, as having 
seized on an island in the Red Sea, are remains of them at this very day, 
as the notes here inform us. 

t Of the sacred nes9 of oaths amoog the Jews to the Qld Testameat^. 
«ee Scripturo foUlJcs, p. H-^^ 
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C%- n. OF THE JEWS. § 

while those of Jeruralem said, that their temple was holy, 
aad resolved to send their sacrilfices thither; but the Sama- 
ritans were resolved that they should be sent to mount Ge- 
rizzim; 



CHAP. n. 

Mow Ptolemy Pkiladelphua procured the laws of. ike Jews to 
be translatedinto the Greek tongue: and set many captivet 
free; and dedicated many gifts to God. 

§ 1. When Alexander had reigned twelve years, and af- 
ter him Ptolemy Soter forty years, Philadelphus then took 
the kingdom of Egypt, and held it forty years within one. 
He procured the* law to be interpreted ; and set free those 
that were come from Jerusalem into Egypt, and were in slave- 
ry there, who were an hundred and twenty thousand. The oc- 
casion was this : Demetrius Phaiereus, who was library-keep- 
er to the king, was now endeavouring, if it were possible, to 
gather together all the books that were in the habitable earth, 
and buying whatsoever was any where valuable, or agreea- 
ble to the king's inclination, (who was very earnestly set 
upon collecting of books 5) to which inclination of his, Deme- 
trius was zealously subservient. And when once Ptolemy 
asked him, how many ten thousands of books he had collect- 
ed ? he replied, that he had already about twenty times ten 
thousand, but that in a little time he should have fifty times 
ten thousand. But he said, he had been informed, that there 
were many books of laws among the Jews, worthy of inquir- 
ing after, and worthy of the king's library, but which beings 
written in characters and in a dialect of their own, will cause 
no small pains in getting them translated into the Greek 
tongue : that the character in wliich they are written seems 
to be like to that which is the proper character of the Syrians ; 
and that its sound, when pronounced, is like theirs also ; and 
that this sound appears to be peculiar to themselves. Where- 
fore , he' said, that nothing hindered w by they might not get those 
books to be translated also, for while nothing is wanting that 
is necessary for that purpose, we may have their books also 

* Of the translation of the other parts of the Old Testament by seven- 
ty Egyt^tian Jews; in the joint reigns of Ptolemy the son of Lagus, and 
Philadelphus; as also of the translation of (he Pentateuch by seventy- 
iwp Jerusalem Jews, in the seventh year of Philadelphus, at Alexandria, 
as given os ap account of by Aristeus, and thence by JPhilo and Josephos^ 
with a vindication of Aristeus's history, sec the Appendix lo Lit Ac- 
comp Proph. at large, p. U7-^152. 
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in this library. So the king thought that Demetrius was very 
zealous Uk procure him abundance of books^ and that he sug- 
gested v^at was exceeding proper for him to do 5 arid there* 
fore he wrote to the Jewish high-priest, that he should act 
accordii|gly. 

2. Now there was one Aristeus, who was among the king's 
most intimate friends, and on account of his modesty, very 
acceptable to him. This Aristeus resolved frequently, and 
that bfeforfe now, to petition the king, that he would set all 
the captive Jews in his kingdom fret ; and he thought this to 
be a convenient opportunity for the making that petition. 
So he discoursed, in the first place, with the captain's of the 
king's guards, Sosibhis of Tarentum, and Andreas ; and per- 
suaded them to assist him in' what he was gomg to intercede 
%vith the king for. Accordingly, Aristeas embraced the same 
opinion with those tliat have been before mentioned; and 
went to the king, dnd made the following speech to him : " It 
is not fit for us, O King, to overlook things hastily, or to de- 
ceive ourselves, but to la}' the truth open : for since w« have 
determined not only to get the laws of the Jews transcribed, 
but interpreted also, for thy satisfaction, by what means can 
we do this, while so many of the Jews are now slaves in thy 
kingdom ? Do thou, then, what will be agreeable to thy mag- 
nanimity, and to thy good nature ; free them from the misera- 
ble condition they are in, because that God who supporteth 
thy kingdom, was the author of their laws, as I have learned 
by particular inquiry ; for both these people, and we also, 
worship the same God, the framer of all things. We call 
him, and that truly, by the name of z«v*, [or life, or Jupiter,] 
because' he breathes life into all men. Wherefore, do thou 
restore these men to their own country; and give them leave 
to live in it after they had left it: and this do to the honour 
of God, because these men pay a peculiarly excellent worship 
to him. And know this farther, that though I be not of kin 
to them by birth, nor one of the same country with them, 
yet do I desire these favours to be done them, since all men 
are the workmanship of God ; and I am sensible that he is 
well-pleased with Uiose that do good. I do, thertfore, put 
up this petition to thee, to do good to them." 

3. When Aristeus was saying thus, the king looked upon 
him with a cheerful and joyful countenance, and«aid, '^How 
many ten thousands dpstthou suppose there are of such as want 
to be made free?'' To which Andreas* replied, as he stood 
by, and said, ^^ A few more than ten times ten- thousand." 
The king made answer, ^^ And is this a small gifl that thoQ 
askest, Aristeus ?" fiat So^biui^ and-tbe rest that stood by, 
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Chap. II. or THE JEWS. T 

said, that ^' be oiigbt to offer such a thank-offering as wa9 
worthy of his greatness of soul, to that God who bad given 
him his kingdom." With this answer he was much pleased; 
and gave order, that when they paid the soldiers their wages^ 
they should lay down [an* hundred ^nd] twenty drachmae for 
every one of the slaves. And he promised to publisR a mag- 
nificent decree, about what they requested, which should con- 
firm what Aristeus had proposed, and especially what God 
willed should be done; whereby he said, he would not 
only set those free who had been led away captive by his fa- 
ther, and his army, but those who were in his kingdom before^ 
and those also, if any such there were, who had been brought 
away since. « And when . they said, that their redemption* 
money would amount to above four hundred talents, he grant- 
ed it. A copy of which decree I have determined to pre^ 
serve, that the magnanimity of this king may be made known. 
Its contents were as follows: "Let all those who are sol- 
diers under our father, and who, when they overran Syria 
and Phoenicia, and laid waste Judea, took the Jews captives, 
and made them slaves, and brought them into our cities, and 
into this country, and then sold them ; as also all those that were 
in my kingdom before them ; and if there be any that have 
been lately brought thither, be made free by those that pos- 
sess them; and let them accept of [an hundred and] twenty 
drachmae for every slave. And let tlie soldiery receive this 
redemption-money with their pay, but the rest out of the king's 
treasury ; for I suppose that they were made captives with- 
out our father's consent, and against equity ; and that theilr 
country was harassed by the insolence of the Soldiers, and 
that, by removing them into Egypt, the soldiers have.madp a 
great profit by them. Out of regard, therefore, to justice, 
and out of pity to those who have been tyrannized over, con- 
trary to equity, I enjoin those that have such Jews in their 
service, to set them at liberty, upon the receipt of the be- 

* Althoagh this number, 120 drachms [of Alexandria, or 60 Jewish 
shekels,] be here three times repeated, and that in all Josephus's copies, 
<Gireek and Latin, yet since all the copies of Aristeus, whence Josephos 
took his relation, have this sum several times, and still as no more than 
20 drachmae, or 10 Jewish shekels; and since the sum of the talents, to 
he set down presantly, which is little above 460, for somewhat more than 
100,000 slaves, and is nearly the same in Josepbus and Aristeus, does 
better agree to 20 than to 120 drachmae: and since the value of a slave 
of old was, at the utmost, but 30 shekels, or 60 drachrosB^see Exod. xsi. 
32, while in the present circtnnstances of these Jewish slaves, and those 
so very numerous, Fbiladelphus ii'ould rather redeem them at a cheaper 
than at a dearer rate, there is great reason to prefer here Aristeus's co- 
•ptes before Josephus'5. 

•• 
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fore menU<med sma; and that no one use any deceit about 
them; but obey what U here commanded. And I will that 
they give in their names within three days after the publica* 
tion of this edict, to such as are appointed to execute the 
same, and to produce the slaves before them also, for I thin'k 
it will be for the advantage of my affairs : and let every one 
diat will, inform against those that do not obey this decree ; 
and I will that their estates be confiscated- into the king's 
te-easury." When this decree was read to the king, it at first 
contained the rest that is here inserted, and omitted only 
those Jews that had formerly berni brought, and those brought 
afterwards, which had not been distinctly mentioned, so he 
added these clauses outx)f his humanity, and with great gene* 
rosity. He also gave order, that the payment, which was 
likely to be done in a hurry, should be divided among the 
king's ministers, and among the officers of his treasury. 
When this was over, what the kmg had decreed, was quickly 
brought to a conclusion ; and this in no more than seven 
days' time, the number of the talents paid for the captives being 
above four hundred and sixty, and this, because their mas- 
ters required the [hundred and] tw«ity drachmae for the 
children also, the king having, in efiect,. commanded, that 
these should be paid for, when be said in his decree, that they 
should receive the fore-mentioned sum for every slave. 

4. Now when this had been done after so magnificent a 
manner, according to the king's inclinations, he gave order 
to Demetrius to give him in writing his sentiments concern- 
ing the transcribing of the Jewish bodes ; for no part of the 
administration is done rashly by these kings, but all things are 
managed with great circumspection. On which account, I 
have subjoined a copy of these epistles, and set down the 
multitude of the vessels sent as gifts, [to Jerusalem,] and the 
ccmstruction of every one, that the exactness of the artificers' 
workmanship, as it appeared to those that saw them, and 
which workman made every vessel, may be made manifest, 
and this cm account of the excellency of the vessels them- 
selves. Now the*€opy of the epistle was to this purpose: 
^^ Demetrius to the great king. When thou, O king, gavest me 
a charge' concerning the collection of books that were want* 
ing to fill your library, and concerning the care that ought to 
he taken about such as are imperfect, 1 have used the utmost 
diligence about those matters. And I let you know, that we 
want the books of the Jewish legislation, with some others^ 
for they are written in the Hebrew characters, and being in 
the language of that natioft, are to us unknown. It hath also 
happened to them, that tliey have been transcribed more 
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carelessly than they ought to have been^ became they have 
Dot had hitherto royal care taken about them. Now it is 
necessary that thou shouldst have accurate copies of them. 
And indeed this legislation is full of hidden wisdom, and en- 
tirely blameless, as being the legislation of God : for which 
cause it i^^ as Hecateus of Abdera says, that the poets and 
historians make no mention of it, nor of those men who lead 
their lives according to it, since it is an holy law, and ought 
not to be pubUshed by profane mou^s. If then it please 
thee, O king, thou mayest write to the high^priest of the 
Jews, to send six of the elders out of every tribe, and those 
such as are most skilful of the laws, that by their means we 
/may learn the true and agreeing sense of these books; and 
may obtain an accurate interpretation of their contents, and 
so may have such a collection of these, as may be suitable to 
thy desire. '^ 

5, When this epistle was sent to the king, he commanded 
that an epistje should be drawn up for Cleazar, the Jewish 
high-priest, concerning these matters; and that they should 
inform him of the release of the Jews that had been in slave- 
ry among them. He also sent fifty talents of gold for th6 
making of large basons, and vials, and cups^ and an immense 
quantity of precious stones. . He also gave order to those 
who had the custody of the chest that contained those stones, 
ta give the artificers leave to choose out what sorts of them 
they pleased. He withal appointed, that an hundred talents 
in money should be sent to the temple, for sacrifices and for 
other uses. Now I will give a description of these vessels^ 
and the manner of their construction, but not till after I have 
set down a copy of the epistle which was written to Eleazar 
the high-priest, who had obtained that dignity on the occa^ 
sion following: when Onias the high-priest was dead, his son 
Simon became his successor. He was called''^ Simon the 
Juaty because both of his piety towards God, and his kind dis- 
position to those of his own nation. When he was dead, and 
had left a young son, who was called Onias, Simon's brother 
Eleazar, of whom we are speaking, took the high-priesthood 3 
. and he it was to whom Ptolemy -wrote, and that in the man- 
ner following : ^' King Ptolemy to Eleazar the high-priest^ 
sendeth greeting : there were many Jews who now dwell in 
my king(k>n|, whom the Persians, when they were in power^ 
carried captives. These were honoured by my father ; some 

• We have here a great encomium of this Simon the Just, the son of 
Onias I. in the fiftieth chapter of Ecclesiasticus, througji the whole chap- 
1^. Nor is it improper to consult that chapter itself qpon thU pccasiom 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



10* * r ANTIQUITIES Book XZB 

ef them he placed in the army, and gave them greater pay 
than ordinary; to others of them^ when they came with him 
into Egypt, he committed his garrisons, and the yarding 9f 
them, that they might be a terror to ihe Egyptians. And 
when I had taken the government, I treated all men with ha* 
inanity, and espeeisdiy those that are thy fellow-citizens, of 
whom I have set free above an hundred thousand that were 
slaves, and paid the price of their redemption to their mas^ 
ters out of my own revenues ; and those that are of a fit age, 
I have admitted into the number of my soldiers. And for 
such as are capable of being faithful to me, and proper foi: 
Riy court, I have put them in such a post, as thinking thi^ 
[kindness done to them] to be a very great and an accepta^ 
Die gift, which I devote to God for his providence over me. 
And as [ am desirous to do what will be grateful to these, and 
to all the other Jews in the habitable earth, I have deter- 
mined to procure an interpretation of your law, and to have 
it translated out of Hebrew into Grreek, and to be repos- 
ited in my library. . Thou wilt, therefore, do well to cho^$ 
out and send to me men of a good character, who are now 
eld.ers- in age, and six in number out of every tribe. These^ 
by their age, must be skilful in laws, and of abilities to make 
an accurate interpretation of them : and when this shall be 
fiinished, I shall think that I have done a work glorious to my- 
self. And I have sent to thee Andreas, the captain of my 
guard, and Aristeus, men whom I have in very great esteem; 
by whom I have sent those first fruits which I have dedicated 
to the temple, and to the sacrifices, and to other uses, to the 
value of an hundred talents. And if thou wilt send to us, to 
let us know what thou wouldst have farther, thou wilt do a 
thing acceptable to me*" 

6. When this epistle of the king's was brought to Eleazar, 
he wrote an answer to it with all the respect possible : 
'^Eleazar the high-priest, to king Ptolemy, sendeth greet- 
ing : if thou and thy* queen Arsinbe, and thy children be 
weU, we are entirely satisfied. When we received thy epis- 
tle, we greatly rejoiced at thy intentions: and when the 
multitude were gathered t(^ether, we read it to them, and 
made them thereby sensible of the piety thou hast towards 

* When we have here, and presently) mention made of Philadelphus'^ 
qaeen^ and sister Arsinoe, we are to remember, with Spanheimj that 
Arsinoe was both his sister and his wife, according to the old custom of 
Persia, and of Egypt, at this very time ; nay, of the Assyrians long after- 
ward. See Antiq. B. XX. ch.ii. §1. vol. iv. Wheace we have} upon 
the coins of Pfailadelphusy this, known inscrlptioDj ike divine krothtr 
mdwicr, 
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<xod. Weako showed them the twenty viak of guldl^ ^d 
thirty of silver, and tiie five large basons, and the table for 
ttie shew-bread; as also the hundred talents for the sacri* 
£ces, and for the making what shall be needful at the temple. 
Which things, Andreas and Aristeus, those most honoured 
friends of thine, have brought us: and truly they are per* 
sons of an excellent character, and of great learning, and 
worthy of thy virtue. Know then, that we will gratify thee 
in what is for thy advantage, though we do what we used not 
to do before; for we ought to make a return for the numer- 
ous acts of kindness which thou hast done to our country- 
men. We immediately, therefore, offered sacrifices for thee 
and thy sister, with thy children, and friends; and the mul- 
titude made prayers, that thy afiairs may be to thy mind; and 
that thy kingdom may be pireserved in peace, and that the 
translation of our law may come to Uie conclusion thou de- 
sirest, and be for thy advantage. We have also chosen six 
elders out of every tribe, whom we have sent, and the law 
with them. Ft will be thy part, out of thy piety and justice, 
to send back the law, when it hath been translated ; and to 
return those to us that bring it in safety. Farewell." 

7. .This was the reply which, the high-priest made. But 
^ it does not seem to me to be necessary to set down the names 

of the seventy [two] elders, who were sent by Eleazar, and 
carried the law, which yet were subjoined at the end of the 
epistle. However, I thought it not improper to give an ac- 
count of those very valuable and artificially contrived ves- 
sels which the king sent to <7od, that all may see how great 
a regard the king had for God ; for the king allowed a vast 
deal of expenses for these vessels; and came often to the 
workmen, and viewed their works, and suffered nothing of 
carelessness or negligence to be any damage to their opera- 
tions. And I will relate how rich they were as well as I am 
able, although perhaps the nature of this history may not re- 
require such a description, but I imagine I shall thereby re* 
commend jhe elegant taste and magnanimity of this king to 
those that read this history. 

8. And first I will describe what belongs to the table. It 
, was indeed in the king's mind to make this table vastly large 

in its dimensions ; but then he gave orders, that they should 
learn what was the magnitude of the table which was already 
at Jerusalem, and how large it was, and whether there were 
U possibility of making one larger than it. And when he was 
kiformed how large that wasf which was already there, add 
that nothing hindered but a larger might be made, he said^ 
that "he was willing to have one made that (should he five 
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timesf as large as the present table, but his fear was, that it 
might be then useless in their sacred n&inistrations by its too 
great largeness; for he desired that the gifts he presented 
them, should ndt only be there for show, but should be use- 
ful also in their sacred ministrations." According to whicb 
reasoning, that the former table was made of so moderate a 
size for use, and not for want of gold,. he resolved, that he 
would not exceed the former table in largeness, but would 
make it exceed it in the variety and elegancy of its mate- 
rials. And as he was sagacious in observing the nature of all 
things, ai^in having a just notion of what was new and sur- 
prising; i^ where &ere were no sculptures, he would invent 
^och as were proper by his own skill, and would show them 
to the workmen, he commanded that such sculptures, shoul4 
now be made, and that those which were delineated should 
he most accurately formed, by a constant regard to their de- 
lineation. 

9* When, therefore, the workmen had undertaken to 
make the table, they framed it in length two cubits [and 
an half,] in breadth one cubit, jand in height one cubit and 
an half; and the entire structure of the work was of gold. 
They withal made a crown of an hand-breadth round it, with 
wave-work wreathed about it, and with an engraving imitate- 
edacord, and was admirably turned on its three parts; for 
as they were of a triangular figure, every angle had the saoae 
disposition of its sculptures, that when you turned them about, 
the very same form of them was turned about without any 
variation. Now that part of the crow.n-work that was -enclose 
ed under the table, had its sculptures very beautiful, but 
that part which went round on the outside, was more elabo- 
rately adorned, with most beautiful ornaments, because it was 
exposed to siglit, and to the view of the spectators; for which 
reason it was, that both those sides which were extent above 
the rest, were acute, and none of the angles, which we be- 
fore told you were three, appeared less than another, when 
the table was turned about. Now into the cor^fWork thus 
turned, were precious stones inserted, in rows, parallel one 
to the other, enclosed in golden buttons, whicli had ouches in 
theto : but the parts which were • on the side of the crowi|, 
and were exposed to the sight, were adorned with a- row of 
oval figures obliquely placed, of the n^ost excellent sort of 
precious stones, which imitated rods laid close, and encom^ 
passed the table round about. But under these oval figures^ 
thus engraven, the workmen had put -a crown all round it^ 
where the nature of all sorts of fruit was represented, inso- 
much that the bunches of grapes hung up. And wiien they 
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hadjnade tjie aijpnes to represent 8(11 the kii«ds of fruits before 
ftiefltioned^ and that each in its proper 'colour, they made 
theirt fgtSt with gdU, round the whole <abl^. * The lilce dispo- 
i^tion t>f the'Qvd igujes, and of the engraved' rods^ was 
framed under ihe'crowSj that tl^ table might oiT each side 
show the sarafe appearance «f . variety^ • and elegancy of its 
ornaments^ so that*n^ther the position qf tfie \<^ave-work, 
nor of the d-own, might h^ difierCnty although the table were 
tarrifed t>n the other side, but that the prospect of the same 
MflflUnl contrivances migjit be extended as far as the feet ; 
Ibr there was raad^ a plSte of gold, four fingers broad, thfough 
^e eritire bifeadth of the table; into which they inserted^the 
lieet, and theifpteteAed thenT to the table by but/ions, anH but- 
noB-holes, at the place whefl the crown was Situate, that so 
on what «ide soever of l^le table one shoAd stand, it might 
exhibit' the very ' same view of the exquisitfe workmanship, 
an(f of the vast expenses bestowed upon.* it: J)ut upon theta- 
ble itself, they engraved a meander, inserting into it very va- 
luable st«nes in the middle, like stars of various colours : the 
carbSncle and the emerald, each of which%ept out agreeable 
raysr of light to the spectators 5 with such stones of oflier 
sorts also as were more curious, |ind Best esteemed, as being 
• most precious in their kind. Hard by this meander, a tex- 
ture of net-work ran round it, thti mfddle of \^ich appeared 
like a rhombus, into which were inserted vock crystal, and 
amber, which, by the oreat resemblance of the appearance 
they made, gave wonderful delight to those tkSft saw them. 
The chapiters of the feef imitated the first buddings of lilies, 
while their Jeaves were bent, and laid under the table, but 
so that the* chives werS seen siandilig u|!right within them,^ 
Their bases were fnade 9f a^ carbuncle ; and the place at the 
bottorp, which rested on that carbuncle, was one palm deep, 
and eight fingers in breadth. Now they had engraven upon 
ft, with a very fine to6l, and with a great deal of pains, a 
branch of ivy, and tendrils of the vine, sending forth clusters 
of grapes, that you would guess they were no wise difierent 
from real tendrils ; for they were so very thin, and^ so very 
far extended at theur extremities, that they were moved with 
the wind, and made one believe that they were the product 
of nature, and not the representation of art. They also 
made the Entire workmanship of the table appear to be three- 
fold, while the joints of the several parts were so united to- 
gether as to be invisible, and the places where they joined 
could not be distinguished. Now the thicknrss of the table 
V :i^ I less than hnlf a cubit. So that this gift by the king's 
fT ' . ' 1'" .' ojit vrJtic of the iTiiUcriais, and the 

B 
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.variety of Us ei(|iibAte ^^^^cture, and the^tifioets^'ml^ ia 
imitating nature widi gravii^ tools, was at l^gt{l^ broil^k^A 
perfectiftti, while tfie king ^a^ vea^ desirous*^ that though ^ 
largeness il- were^ibf tfc ^'"dlfTerent fromJ^hsej^wbicK.was al* 
readj dedicated to God^y^t tl^at i^eiil^uisit^ workmanship, 
and the no^lty of the codlcur^qi|s, and in tie !^iendour of 
Its construction, it shouKi far ^xcee^i >t, and be^moreiUtis- 
trious than tlHR w%g. » * * ' 

10. 'Now of the cistern^ of gtfld, tbde were two,-^|fl^se 
sculpture was of scale-w^rk, from its basis to its bek*libe^- 
cle, with various sprts of stones inchaseina tties)ural cirol^. 
Next to which lllere was upon it a meander 6f a c^h in^jgfiri^ 
It- waa composed of stones of uU socts of colou|^' And j^ext td 
this was the jMMi-^ork engrain ; ancT ne!Vto that i^bs a 
rhombus, in a texUire of net- work, 4rawn out }o the brim offe' 
l)ason, iniile^raalT shicjds; made of stones^ beautilul ill their 
kind, and of four iingei^ tleptb^ ^Ued up the^nuddie pttfs* 
About the top dfthe^bason were wt^athedtheHeaves^of lilies, 
and of the convolvulus, and the tendrifs*of vlneS, in a circular 
manner. And iH^ was the. construction of the two ciaiti^rns 
of gold, each (foittaiilfhg two firkins. But those which w^re of 
silver weramiiuAi moreibrightand splendid4h^ looking glausses; 
•nd you might in them see the images that fell upon them more 
plainly than m the other. The king'also ordered thirty vials ; 
those of which the parts tBat were of ^old,*and not filled up 
with precious stSnes, were shadowed over with the leaves of 
ivy, and of pnes^ artificially engiaveff. And these were the 
vessels that ^re, after an extraordinary manner, brought io 
this perfection, partly by the ^kill of the workmen who were 
admirable in such fipe wo/k^but muoh more by*the diligence 
and generosity of th( king, who not only supplied the artifi- 
cers abundantly, and with great generosity, with what they 
wanted, but he forbade public audiences for the time^ And 
came and stood by the workmen, ai^d saw the whole >)pera- 
tion* And this wasf the cause why the workmen were so ac- 
curate in their performance, because they had regard to ^e 
king, and to hb greftt Concern about the vessels, and so the 
more indefatigably kept close to the work. 

1 1 . And these were what gifts were sent by Ptolemy to Je- 
rusalem, and dedicated to God there. But when Eleazar, 
the high-priest, had devoted them to God, and had paid due 
respect to those that brought them, and had given them pre- 
sents to be carried to the king, he dismissed them. And when 
they were come to Alexandria, and Ptolemy heard that they 
were come, and that the seventy elders were come also, he 
presently sent for Andreas and Aristeus, his ambassadors, 
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who (i|ime t^him, anci delivered foiiim th# epistle which they 
brought iikn frcp the high-priest, and made answer to all the 
questions he put to them by ^i^rd of mouth. He then made 
hasie to4neet the eldei*s that calne from Jerusalem, for the in-* 
■^erpoBtationtOf the laws; and he gave command, that ever^ 
foo^y ^bb« came on occasions, shouki be sent away,, which 
was a thing surprising, .and wR^ he. did not use to d«, for 
those that were dra\tn thither upon such occasions, u^d to 
come 1o' him oA the fifth day, but amb^sadors at the month's 
-end. But when he had seirf those away, he waited for these 
that were sent by Eleazar : but as the old men came in with 
the presents, which the high-priest had given them to bring to 
the king, and with the menfbranes upon which they liad their 
laws written' in golden* letters, he put questions to them 
concerning those books; and when they ha^ taken off the co- 
vers wherein they were wrapt up, they showed him the meto- 
branes. So the king stood admiring the thinness of those 
membranes, and the exactness of the junctures ; whicj;^ could 
not be perceived, (so exactly were tney connected one with 
another ;) ' and this he -did for a considerable time. He then 
9aid, that he returned them thanks for coming to him, and still 
greater thanks to him that sent them : and above all, to that 
God, whose laws they appeared to be. Then did the elders, 
and those that were present with them^ cry out with one 
voice, and wished all happiness to the king. Upon which he 
fell into tears, by the violence of the pleasure he had, it being 
natund to men to afford the same indications in great joy that 
they do under sorrows. And when he had bid them deliver 
the books to those that were appointed to receive them, he sa- 
luted the men ; and said, that it was but just to discourse in the 
first place, of the errand they were sent about, and then to 
address himself to themselves. He promised, however, that 
he would make this day, on which they came to him, remarks 
able and eminent every yea^through the whole course of his 
life ; . for their coming to him, and the victory which he gain- 
ed over Antigonus by sea, proved to be on the very same day. 
H« also gave orders that they should sup with him; and gave 
it in charge, that they should have excellent lodgings provir 
tled for them in the upper part of the city. 

12. Now he that was appointed to take care of the recep^ 
tion of strangers, Nicanor by name, called for Dorotheus, 
whose duty it was to make provision for them, and bid him 



* The Talmudists SRy, (Ua( it is oot lawful to write the law in letters 
of gold, contrary to this certain and very ancient eAmpie. 3^' ]^u4^ 
soo^^%nd Belaud 's notea herd. 
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prepare for every <yy3 of tUtoi what should be l^quisile for 
their diet, and way of living. ^Wliidi thing .was orderfed by * 
the king after this manner : ke took care that thQsc4hat be- 
longed to every city, which dicf not use the i^ame way <\f liv- 
ing, that all things should be prepared for them according to 
the custom of those that came to* him,* that, beings feasted' 
according to the usuaf method of their own way of li^i^ig, 
they might be the better pleased^ and naight not be uneasy 
at any thing done to tliem, from which tfaey ^vese naturally 
averse. And this was now done, in th^ case of these m§o . 
by Dorotheus, who wa% put into this office, because of hjs 
great skilly in such matters belongiag to common 'life : /or 
he took care of all sucji matters as concerned the recep- 
tion of strangeFS, and appointed them double seats* for 
them to sit on, according as the king had commanded him 
to do ; for he had commanded that half of their seats should . 
be set at his hand^ and the other half behind his table, a^d 
took care that no respect should be omitted, that could 
be shown them. . And when they were thus set down, he 
bid Dorotheus to minister to all those that werexome ta 
him from Judea, after the manner they used to be ministered 
to: for which cause, he sent away their sacred heralds, and 
those that slew the sacrifices, and tlifi rest that used to say 
grace ; but called to one of those that were come to hini 
whose name was Eleazar, who was a priest, and desued him 
to say* grace ; who then stood in the midst of them, and 
prayed, " That all prosperity might attend the kmg, and 
those that were his subjects.'' Upon which an acclamation 
was made by the whole company with joy, and a great noise ; , 
and when that was over, they fell to eating their supper, and 
to the enjoyment of what was set before them. And at a little 
interval afterward, when the king thought a syfficient time 
had been interposed, he began to talk philosophically to them, . 
and he asked every one of them a philosophicalt question, 
and such an one as might give liglit in those inquiries : and 
when they had explained all the problems that had been pro- 

* This is the most ancient example I have met with, of a grace, or 
short prayer, or thanksgiving, before meat ; v? hich, as it used to be said 
by an heathen priesl. was now said by Eleazar, a Jewish priest, who 
was one of these seventy two interpreters. The next example I have 
met with, is that of the Essenes, Of the War, B. ii. ch. viii. § 5, vol. v. 
both before and after it; those of our Saviour before it, Mark viU. 6, 
Johnvi. 11, 13, and St. Paul, Acts XX vii. 35; and a form of such a grace 
or prayer for Christians, at the end of the fifth book of the Apostolical 
Conslilutions, which seems to have been intended/or both timefi, both 
before and after meat. * • ' ^ 

f Tliey were rather political questions and anftwers, teading to^lie 
gQod and religions ^overument of mankind. 
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pClsed bjT the kin^,;. about every point, he was well pleased 
wjth theuF answers. Xhis took-up tfie^ twelve da^s in wJiich 
tjiey ^eif-e tfeatted; an4 he ^thlit jueases may learri the parti- 
cuter qu^Jtions im that beok df iTristeus's, wrote on this very 
occasion. *. * 

13. And while not ticking only, but the Dhilosophe«JVf e-< 
oed^mus also admi'red*them, and sai^ #iat ^ali things were 
governed <»jr providence j and that it was probable thatihence 
it w^s* that such 'force or bezlbty was disq^voree^ in these 



the recognitions of cUment, B. -iv. ch. iii. and B. v. ch. xxxvi." ayd with 
•the places of thtfPrtf?euchBe,1fr«)f prayer, which were aometJiB*s built 
near the searor rivers ala^. ^ S^Mk^ ^U^r^ee Antiq. B. xiv^cU. 5- 
*2*yol|i^i. and Acts xvL 13;36 % ^ ' *• ^ ^ 
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the J«^ together to the phice where the laws wer4traiisb 
lated, and v^jliere the interpreters were^ unCt rea^ them 
over. The mukitude did ako ^prove of those ^dersi^H^l 
were the interpreters of the law.. They \^thal Gommend«d 
Demetrius for his proposal^ as the inventor o(4vhat was 
greatly fornheir happiaess^ and they desired, that he would 
give leave to thiilr rulers^ also to rea'd'tlienaw. Moreover, 
they all, hpth 4he priest; and the^anci^Hitest of tfiS, dders, 
andjthe pr^^cipal men of thek ^onuuonw^a^, made imheir 
request, tliat since the interpretatioi^ was happily finished^ Jt 
nng\(t qqntioue hi theista^e \U now wa% and might iy)jt IJe al- 

Sred. And^whe^^ey allxonv^ifiK^d that delMbination of 
eirs, they enjoinei}, th&Lifj^iy on^ observ^ either any*, 
thing^upetflu«u9, or any tiling <fii\itted, that he wguld take 
a view of^t again, «and ^i^Mf it lai(U)efq|^ th«m, ana correct- 
ed j which wa^ a wise^imtion of theirs, t]|pit when* the thing* 
was judged to h^r^|4Kp^wd^ djone^ it might cdiitiBue for 

14««S>o^theMngr^alced, fifken^he^w that his diB^Ign Of 
lixis jiature was. brought to p^fectkiipi, tOMO ^reat adv^ttge : 
and lie was chiefly d^ight/aif wiih hearing the i|^ws^t%ad to 

L 
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Demetrius, as we have said already, he adored them ; and 
gave ordeiy that gfeat care » should be •iBken of them, that 
they might remain uiicorA]|)ted. He also desired, that the 
interpreters would come often to him out of Judea, and that 
both an^ccountof the respects that he would pu} them, and 
ofi^ttccount of the jwesents he would make them; for he setid; 
^' It was now.bttt jq^t to sen^d them away; although if, of their 
own accord, they would come to him hereafter, they shodd 
obtain all that their own wisdom might justly requii^, and 
what his gen^rcydty was able to give them/^ So he tllen 
sent them a#ray 5 and gave to every oi!e of them three gafr- 

^^meifts 6f the be^ sort^ and two talents of gold, and a cup of 
the tahie^f one.^al^nt, and the furniture of the room where- 
ii^hey were feastecK ' And these were the things he pre- 
sented to* them. But by them he sent to Eleazar the high- 
priest, ten l^s^ "with feet of silver, and the furniture to 
tfaepa belonging, and a cup of the value of thirty talents; 
and besides these, ten ^arDdents, and purple, and a very 
bemitifnl crown, and an hundred T>ieCes of the finest woven 
linen ; as also vii|ls,' and dishes, and vessels for-pouring, and 
tw(f golden cisterns, to be dedicated to God. He alsode- 
siittd him, by ^epistle, that he w»©uld give these interpre- 
t^Meave, if any ^ of them were desirous of coming to him, 
^ecaus&'heJug^ji^ valued a conversation, with men of such 

«toifhing, and shout^fe very wilKng to lay out his wealth 
upoiT sdch m^. «And this- was what came^o the Jews, and 
^if&4fj^ to their gloi^r and honour, from JP tolemy Phikdel- 

now theiings of Asia hmoiiredthe nation of ihe Jews ; and 

• TM^e th^jt&^is^ens^tho^e cities uMcnth£j/ . . 

§ 1. ^^i^^ws aiso obtained honours^ tem'^tlie Itings of ^ 
», ^sia whentthey became their auxiliari(^; for Sdeucus j^iea-' 
^tji made them citfeens in those cities wMeh he btiilt in A^ia, 
. . and^i tlie lowei* Syria, an c^ftfth^nigjropolis itself, Antioch; 
diM gav^ them privileges eqiip] to those of the M Aedonians 
and G^n^k^ wM^w^ the injmbitatits, insomuch 'tfflit these ^ 
pf ivileges^contirtfte lb tfi^«ry daf : an argji^ment 4br which 
ymi ha^inl6is,^that wJpfeas th^ew\do notmalfc'usaiDf qiI* 

* '%\\fi use oToimas much greater, and the dona(i^¥#c^(it mudh more 
valuabW in Judea^ aacTfbe n^ghbounng;countrie&^tban it is amongst as. 
it was ats<yln the (jays of Josephus, thougbt#nlawful fojr Je^^ to maJc&- 
iii© of any oil that Was prepa||^l)y healbeas, ffilrbaps on aceount ot 
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prepared by forergners, they receive a certain sum of <noiiey 
from the proper officers beionghlg to their excises, as the 
value would have deprived them of,* in th^e last war, Muca- 
nus, who was then president of Syria, preserved it to them. 
And when tlit people of Alexandria and of Antioch di<^ after, * 
that, at the time that Vespasian and Titus bis son govern^ 
the habitable earth, {)ray, that th^se pri^)eg^s«of citizens 
might be taken away, they did not obtain their re«|uest. In* 
which behaviour any one may discern the eqi}ity* and gene- 
rosity of the Romans, especially of Vespaskn'^and Titus, 
wh^, although they had been at a great deal of psftns ins the 
war against the Jews, and were exasptrated, against*th9ni ^ 
because they did not deliver up tfaeit weapons^, to thtni, but 
continued the war to the. very last, yet did not -they tafi» * 
away any of their fore-mentioneohpriveleges belonging to them 
as citizens, but restrained .their anger; and overcame the 
prayers of the Alexandrians and Antiochians, who^wei^a 
very powerful people, insomych^hafr they did not yieW to 
them, neither out of theif fat our to these people, nor *dut t)f 
thm old grudge at those whose wiokedH»pposition they had 
subdued in the war: nor #ould ihey alter any oCtthe^ndeht 
favours granted to the Jews, but said, -thafHjIose whtAiM 
borne arms against them, and fought thetli, Jad si|BfA^pvi-* 
nishment alieady, and4hat it was not just ta dearivc^ tlmsfe * 
that had not ofiended of the piivilegesf tnq|0uijoy6H« # * «4 

2. We also knew>that Marcus Agrippa -wHs of ihe Rfce dis- 
position towards the Jews t- for when <Jlhe • people . df 4%iiiir 
were very an^ry sH^^m, and besoadit ,Agripp£(^ that^they, 
anil they only, mi^ht^have those privileged of . cRizeHS which 
Antiochtis, ^ ? rai#-soncpf Seleucus, (whp |||t' wt ii>fee'^ » 
was calM the "Uod^) had* bestd¥^ oiHth^m : a»d ilesireaf 
th|t if the Jews iw%to be joint prilT^kers ,M4th th^ th^ 
mi^ be obliged to wor^iip the jgo6» t\i^^ ti^s^ ves Wor- 
shipped »bi(t Whop tli^se matters were rbroaghl» to the trial 
IRe Jeps preMf^iled, and obtained' leav^lo make use of t^ir *' « 
own^ customs, and til^ under the patrona^ of Nicokus g^ ^ 
<• '■ ■ ■ ' - — * ' ' ' ly * ^ ^r- — ^ ^. a 



JK)me %upersff(ions Intermixed yilh ifl preparation bv those l^eatbeift 
When, ihihCtyre, the beath«M^were to n^mke filenA tfoaatii§^f oh, 
IKey paid.Umfa money instead ^f iff? jleeO^tlp War, Bfii.' ch. sii^ 
§ 2. vol;j.. tbeXife df Joisepbus^ § 13, v^£^. aud HudMO^ note on 
tbe nJacrDefore us. *^ Jt * * i Ar 

* Tnls; and the lik^grcat and jwt cbaj«Jlers of the justicejffa ecfui- 
ty, and generosit>|{^ tbe old Roman«|i»botu to tbe Je\^ afrd oraer^n- 
quered tiltlons,Wffords us a yery- good reason wliy Abniebty Goti, tipoii 
tbe rejectiqjp of the J»«r« (of^ their wickedriAss, chose tnetn for lift p«o- 
pJle^^nd first fisteblisb^ Cbristianity in that empri-^ Qf which mat- 
ter, see Josepbus here, § 2, as also Arfti^j^B. xiv. chap. J, § 2!SJ g3. B 
4vi. cb.ii. $4; ToU iii. 
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Damascus ; for .^grippa g^ve sentence^ that he could not in- 
novate. Anfi if any one hath a mind to know this matter ac- 
cui^ately, let hlBa peruse tke hun|(ret!l ancf twenty-third, and 
hundiv&d and IJ^enty^iburth book-^ the history of this Nico* 
laos^ Nfnv, as tQ the determination*- of Agrippa, it i& not so 
muc^ to be admired, fer at that time our nation had not made 
4f^r against the^ Romans: but one may well be astonished at 
the generosity of V^i^sian and Titus, that after so great 
W£^*s and contests which they had from us, they should use 
such moderation. Bat I will now return to that part of my 
history, whence I made tlie present digression. 

3. Now it iiappened that in the reign of Antiochus the 
Great, who ruled over all Asia, that the Jews, as well as the 
inhstbitants of Coelodyria, suffered greatly, and their land was 
sorely harassed : for while he was at war with Ptolemy Phi- 
, lopator^ and with his son, who was called Epiphanesj it fell 
out, that ibese nations were equally sufferers, both when he 
was beaten, and when he beat the other : so that they were 
very like to a ship in a storm, which is tossed by the waves 
on both sides; and just thus were |hey in their situation in 
the middle between Antiochus's prosperity, and its change to . 
adversity. But at length, when Antiochus had beaten Ptole- 
my, he seized upon Judea : and when Philopator was dead, 
his son sent out a great army under Scopas, the general of 
his forces, against the inhabitants of Coelosyria, w1m> took 
many of their cities, and particularly our nation ; which, 
when he fell upon them, went over to him. Yet it was not 
long afterward when Antiochus overcame Scopas, in a battle 
fought at the fountains of Jordan, and destroyed a f reat part 
of his army. But afterward, when Antiochus subdued those 
cities of Coelosyria which Scopas had gotten into his posses- 
sion, they went over to him, and received him into the city [Je- 
rusalem,] and gave plentiful provision to all his army, and to 
his elephants, and readily assisted him when he besieged the 
garrison which was in the citadel at Jerusalem. Wherefore 
Antiochus thought it but just to requite the Jews' diligence 
and zeal in his service: so he wrote to the generals of his 
armies, and to his friends, and gave testimony to the good be- 
haviour of the Jews towards him, and informed them what 
rewards he had resolved to bestow on them for that their be- 
haviour. I will set down presently the epistles themselves, 
which he wrote to the generals concerning them, but. will 
first produce the testimony of Poly bins of Megalopolis; for 
thus does he speak, in the sixteenth book of his history ; 
*' Now Scopas, the general of Ptolemy's army, went in haste 
to^be superior parts of the country, and in the winter-time 
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Qverthreyr the nation of the Jewlf. He ijfo sakh, in the 
same book ^ that wheo Scopas was conquered by Antiochus, 
Aotiochus received Bat^i{ha#ndSamaiia^ and Xbila, and Qa« 
dara; and tbatf a while ^ft<||r wards, tli^re 8}rae'*in C^ hiia 
those Jftws that inhabited near that teraple^hich y^s c^ed 
Jerusalem: concerning which, although* I have more to«ay, 
^nd particularly conoecning the presence of God aboutith^ 
temple, yet do I put off that historj^ till another opportuni- 
ty." This it is -which Polybius relates. But we will ise* 
turn to the series qf the histoid', when we have first prodiu- 
ced the epistles off king Antiochus.. ^ - 

" King Antiochus to Ptolemy, sendeth greeting : 

" Since the Jews upon our first entrance on their couptry, 
demonstrated their friendship-to wards us; and when we came 
to their city [Jerusalem] received us in a splendid nmmier, 
and came to meet us with their senate,, and gave aHundanee 
of provision to our soldiers, and to the elephants, and joined 
with us in ejecting the garrison of the Egyptians that were m 
the citadel, we have thought fit to reward them, aitd*to re- 
trieve the condition of their city, which hath been greatly 
depopulated by such accidents as have befhllen its inhabi- 
tants, and to bring those that have been scattered abroad back 
to the city. And, in the first place, we have determined, on 
account oi their piety towards God, to bestow on them, as a 
pension, for their sacrifices of animals, that are fit for sacri'» 
fice, for wine, and oil, and frankincense, the value of twenty 
thousand pieces of silver, and [six] sacred artabrae of fine 
fiour, with one thousand four hundred and sixty medimni of 
salt. And the^e payments 1 would have fully paid them, as I 
have sent orders to you, I, would also have the work about 
the temple finisl^ed, and the cloisters, and if there be any 
thing else that ought to be rebuilt. And for the materials of 
wood, let it be brought them out of Judea iteelf, and out of 
the other countries, and out of Libanus,, tax free: and the 
same I would have observed as to those other materi^s which 
'will be necessary, in order to render the temple more glo- 
rious. And let all of that nation live according to the Islws 
of their own country : and let the senate, and the priests, 
and the scribes of the temple, and the sacred singers, be dis- 
charged from poll-money, and the crown tax, ancPother taxes' 
also. , And that the city may the sooner recov€!r its inliabi- , 
tants, I grant discharge from taxes for three years to its pre- 
sent inhabitmtts 5 anjd to such as shall come to it, until the 
month Hyperberetaeus. We also discharge them for the ih- 
ture froin a third part of th^ir taxeS; that the losserthey hatie 
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sustained may be repaired. And all those citizens that have 
Been cflr»ied' away, aqd are »beco»e slaves, we grant th#m, * 
and tlAir childron^^their fi^eejom^ and gt^ dlt-der thaC their 
substq^%e be restored to them.'^ , • 

4. And the^ were* the contents of this epistle. He also 
published a decvee^ dlrough all his^ingdom, hi honoOr of the 
temple, ^Mich contained \ybat follows : "It shall be lawful 
^(•rno fbreigner to 0me within* the limits of the temple 
rojjnd about ; which thing is forb'idden also to the Jews, im- 
less to those who, according to their own custom^ have pu- 
rified lhemselves«> Not let any flesh of horses, or of mules, 
or of^assec, be brought into flie'city, whether they be wild, 
or tame; nor that of leopards, or foxes, or hares; and, in 
general^that of arty animal which is forbidden for the Jews to 
eaW Nor let their skins be brought *nto it ; nor let kny such 
animal be bred up in the cky. Let them only be permitted 
to use the sacrifices ' derived from their forefathers, with 
wiiich they have been obliged to «iake acceptable atone- 
ments to God. And he that tran«gresseth any of these or^ 
ders, let him pay tq the, priests three thousand drachmae of 
silver." Moreover thi| Antiochus bare testimony to our 
piety, and fidelity, in^n epistle of his, vhritten when he was in- 
formed of a sedition in Fhrygia and Lydia, at which time he 
was in the superior provinces, herein he commanded Xeu- 
xis, the general^of his forces, and his most intimate friend, 
ta send some of our natii^ of Babylon into Phrygia. The 
•epistle was this : 

" King Antiochus to Xeuxis, his father, sendetli^reeting : 

*<lf you are in health, it is well. I also am in health. 
Having J3een informed that a sedition is arisen in Lydia and 
Phrygia, I thought that matter required great care: and 
ilpon advising with my friends what was fit to be done, it has 
¥een thought proper to remove two thousand families of Jews, 
with their effects,^ut of Mesopotaitiia and Babylon, unto the 
castles and places that lie most convenient ; for I am per- 
suaded that they will be well disposed guardians of our pos- 
sessions, because of their piety towards God, and because I 
know that my predecessors have borne witness to them, that 
they are faithfid, and, with alacrity, do what they are desired 
to do. I will, therefore, though it be a laborious work, that 
thou remove these Jews ; under a promise that they shall be 
permitted to use their own laws. And when thou shalt.have 
brought them to the places fore-mentioned, thou shalt give 
every one of their families a place for buHding their houses. 
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and a portion of land for tbeir husb^dry, and far the j^lknt^ 
* tion of their vines; and liiou shalt discbarge ibeinfr«nipdy' 
'ing taxes of the iruits of thc.eajpth for 4611 yeajfs; ^nd let 
them have a prop* qiifciUity of wheM for the maint#an6e of 
their servants until they receive briead-corq crtit of the earth : 
also let a sufficient share be given unto «uch as minister te 
them in the necessities of life, that by enjoying the effects •? 
our humanity, they may show themsefi^s themcye willin^and 
ready about our affairs. Take care likewise of that nat^n^ 
as far as thou art ablc^ thatthey ma3biiot have any disturbance 
given them by any one.'' Now th^&testiiD«nial^ \diich I 
have produced, are sufllKsient to declare the frieiidshifi that 
Antiochus the great bare to" the .Jews. 



CHAP. LV. 

How Antiochus made a league with Ptolemy ; and how Oni* 
a^provoked Ptolemy Euergetes to anger ^ and how Joseph 
hrotight tiU things right again^ nnd'tntered into friend^ 
ship with him ; and tDhat other things were done by ^Jo^ 
seph, and kis son Hyrcanus. 

§' 1. After ^his, Antiochus made a friendship^ and a 
league with Ptolemy ; and gave him his daughter Cleopatra 
to wife, and yielded up to him*Coelosyria, and Samaria, 
and Judea, and Phoenicia, by way of dowry. And upon the 
division of the taxes J}etween the two kin^, all the principal 
men farmed the tkxes of their several countries, and collect- 
ing the sum that w^s settled for them, paid the sum to the 
[iwo] kings. Now at this time the Samaritans were in a 
flourishing condition, and much distressed the Jews, cutting 
off parts of their land, and carrying off slaves. This hajj^ 
pened when Onias was high-priest; for afler Eleazar's death, 
his uncle Manasseh took the priesthood, and after he had encfc- 
ed his life, Onias received that dignity. He was the son of 
Simon, who was called the Just; which Simon was the bro^ 
ther of Eleazar, as I said before. This Onias was one of a 
little soul, and a great lover of money ; and for that reason, 
because he did not pay that tax of twenty talents of silver, 
which his forefathers paid to these kings out of their own es- 
tates, he provoked king Ptolemy Euergetes to anger, who wa& 
the father of Philopator. This Euergetes sent an ambassa- 
dor to Jerusalem, and complained that Oi^ias did not pny his 
taxes, and threatened, that if he did roi receive ^hr.i^, he 
would seize upon their land, and send soidiers^ lo live upoo 
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it. When the Jews heard this message of the Idng^s, th^y 
were confounded : but so sordidly covetous was Ouias, that 
nothing of this nature made him ashamed. 

2. There was now one Joseph^ young in age, but of great 
reputation among the people of Jerusalem, for gravity, pru- 
dence, and justice. His father's name was Tobias, and his 
mother was the sister of Onias the high-priest, who inform- 
ed him of the coming of the ambassador ; for he was then 
sojourning at a village named *Pkicol, where he was bom. 
Hereupon he came to the city [Jerusalem,] and reproved 
Onias for not taking care of the preservation of his country- 
men, but bringing the nation into dangers, by not paying this 
money. For which preservation of them, he told him, he 
had received the authority over them, and had been made 
high-priest : but that, in case he was so great a lover of mo- 
ney, as to endure to see his country in danger on that ac- 
count, and his countrymen suffer the greatest damages, he 
advised him to go to the king, and petition him to remit 
either the whole, or a part of the sum demanded. Onias's 
answer was this, that he did not care for his authority, and 
that he was ready, if the thing were practicable, to lay down 
his high-priesthood ; and that he would not go to the king, 
because he troubled not himself at all about such matters. 
Joseph then asked him, if he would not give him leav^ to go 
ambassador on behalf of the nation ? He replied, that he 
would give him leave. Upon which Joseph went up into 
the temple ; and called the multitude together, to a congre- 
gation, and exhorted them not to be disturbed, nor affrighted, 
because of his uncle Onias's carelessness, but desired them 
to be at rest, and not terrify themselves with fear about it ; 
for he promised them, that he would be their ambassador to 
the king, and persuade him, that they had done him no 
wrong. And when the multitude heard this, they returned 
than^ to Joseph. So he went down from the temple, and 
treated Ptolemy's ambassador in an hospitable manner. He 
idso presented him with rich gif^; and feasted him magnifi- 
cently for many days, and then sent him to the king before 
liim, and told nim, that he would soon follow him 3 for he 
was now more willing to go to the king, by the encourage- 
ment of the ambassador, who earnestly persuaded him to 
come into Egypt; and promised him, that he would take care 
that he should obtain every thing that he desu-ed of Ptolemy, 

* The name of tbit place, Fhiteij h the very same with that of th« 
chief captaia of Abimelech's hott, io the days of Abrahamy Gen xici. 
812, aod might possibly be the place of that Phicors nativity or abode; 
for It seems to bav8 been io tUe south part of Palfstiiii^ at ttwA Wis. 

TOI..UI. C 
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for be was highly pleased with his frank and liberal temper^ 
and with the gravity of his deportment. 

3. When Ptolemy's ambassador was come into Egypt^ he 
told the king of the thoughtless temper of Onias; and Informix 
ed him of the goodness of the disposition of Joseph ; and that 
he ws^ coming to him, to excuse the multitude, as not hav- 
ing done him any harm, for that he was their patron. In 
short, he was so very large in his encomiums upon the young 
man, that he disposed b«th the king, and his wife Cleopatra, 
to have a kindness for him before be came. So Joseph sent 
to his friends at Samaria, and borrowed money of them; and 
got ready what was necessary for his journey, garments and 
cups, and beasts for burden, which amounted to about twen- 
ty thousand drachmae, went to Alexandria. Now it happen- 
ed, that at this time, all the principal men and rulers went up 
out of the cities of Syria and Phoenicia, to bid for their taxes ; 
for every year the king sold them to the men of the great- 
est power m every city. So these men saw jQse{A journiey- 
ing on the way, and laughed at him for his poverty and mean- 
ness. But when he came to Alexandria, and heard that king 
Ptolemy was at Memphis, he went up thither to meet with 
him; which happened as the king was sittingin his chariot, 
with his wife and with his friend Athenion, who was the very 
person who had been ambassador at Jerusalem, and been 
entertamed by Joseph. As soon, therefore, as Athenion saw 
him, he preisently made him known to the king^ how good 
and generous a young man he was. So Ptolemy saluted him 
first, and desired him to come up into his chariot ; and as Jo- 
seph sat there, he began fo complain of the management of 
Onias. To which he answered, forgive him on account of 
his age, for thou canst not certainly be unacquainted with this, 
that old men and infants have their minds exactly alike; but 
thou shalt have from us, who are young men, every thing 
thou desirest, and shalt have no cause to complain. With t)m 
good humour and pleasantry of the young man, the king was 
80 delighted, that he began already, as though he had long ex- 
perience of him, to have a still greater affection for him, in- 
somuch, that be bade him take his diet in the king's palace, 
and be a guest at his own table every day. But when the 
king was come to Alexandria, the principal men of Syria saw 
him sitting with the king, and were much offended at it. 

4. And when the day come on which the king was to let 
the taxes of the cities to farm, and those that were the prin? 
ijpal men of dignity in their several countries were to bid for 
them^ the sum of the taxes together, of Coelos^Tia and Phoe- 
Aficia^ and Judea, with Samaria, [as the;^ were bkjden for^l 
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came to eight thousand talents. Hereupon Joseph accused (he 
bidders, as having agreed together to estimate the value of the 
taxes at too low a rate ; and be pr/omised 'that he would himself 
give twice as much for them; but for those who did not pay, 
he would send the king home their whole substance; for this 
privilege was sold together with the taxes themselves. The 
king was pleased to hear that offer; and because it augmented 
his revenues, he said, he would confirm the sale of the taxes to 
him. But then he asked him this question, whether he had 
any sureties that would be bound for the payment of the mo- 
ney ? he answered very pleasantly, I will give such security, 
and those of persons good and responsible, and which you shall 
have no reason to distrust. And when he bid him name them, 
who they were, he replied, I give thee no other persons, O 
King, for my sureties, than thyself, and this thy wife ; and 
you shall be security for both parfies. So Ptolemy laughed 
at the proposal, and granted him the farming of the taxes with- 
out any sureties. This procedure was a sore grief to those 
that came from the cities into Egypt j who were utterly dis- 
appointed : and they returned every one to their own coun- 
try with shame. 

5. But Joseph took with him two thousand foot soldiers 
from the king ; for he desired he might have some assistance, 
in order to force such as were refractory in the cities to pay. 
And borrowing of the king's friends at Alexandria five hun- 
dred talentS) he made haste back into Syria. And when he 
was at Askelon, and demanded their taxes of the people of 
Askelon, they refused to pay rifay thing; and afironted hhn 
also : upon which he seized upon about twenty of the prin- 
cipal men, and* slew them, and gathered what they had to- 
gether, and sent it all to the king ; and informed him of what 
he had done. Ptolemy admired at the prudent conduct of the 
man, and commended him for what he had done ; and gave 
him leave to do as he pleased. When the Syrians heard of 
this, they were astonished ;. and having before them a sad ex- 
ample in thS men of Askelon that were slain, they opene*d 
their gates, and willingly admitted Joseph, and paid their 
taxes. And when the inhabitants of Scythopolis attempted to 
affront him, and would not pay him those taxes which they 
formerly used to pay, without disputing about them, he slew 
also the principal men of that city, a^d sent their effects to 
the king. By ttiis meaq^ he gathered great wealth together, 
and made vast gains'by this farming of the taxes ; and he made 
use of what estate he had thii» gotten, in order to support his 
authority, as thinking it a piece of prudence to keep what had 
been the occasion and foundation of his present good fortune} 
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and this he did by the assistance of what he was already pes- 
sessed of, for he privately sent many presents to the king, and 
to Cleopatra, and to their friends, and to all that were pow- 
erful about the court, and thereby purchased their good-will 
to himself. 

6. This good fortune he enjoyed for twenty-two years ; 
and was become the father of seven sons by one wife ; he 
had also another son, whose name was Hyrcanus^ by his bro- 
ther Solyxnius's daughter, whom he married on the following 
occasion. He once came to. Alexandria with his brother, 
who had along with him a daughter already marriageable, in 
order to give her in wedlock to some of the Jews of chief 
dignity there. He then supped with the king ; and falling in 
love with an actress, that was of great beauty, atid came into 
the room where they fi^asted, he told his brother of it, and 
entreated him, because a Jew is forbidden by their law to 
come near to a foreigner, to conceal his offence and to be 
Itind and subservient to him, and to give him an opportunity 
of fulfilling his desires. Upon which his brother willingly 
^tertained the proposal of serving him, and adorned his own 
daughter, and brought her to him by night, and put her into 
his bed. And Joseph, being disordered with drink, knew not 
who she was, and so lay with his brother's daughter; and this 
be did many times, and loved her exceedingly ; and said to his 
brother, that he loved this actress so well, that he should run 
the hazard of his life [if he must part with her,] and yet pro- 
bably the king would not give him leave [to take her with 
him.] But his brother bid 4iim be in no concerh about that 
matter, and told him he might enjoy her whom he loved with- 
out any danger, and might have her for his wife : and opened 
^he truth of the matter to him, and assured hUn that he chose 
rather to have his own daughter abused, than to overlook 
him, and see him come to [public] disgrace. So Joseph com- 
pended him for this his brotherly love; and married hb daugh- 
ter : and by her begat a son; whose name was Hyrcanus, as 
we said before. And when this his youngest sort showed, at 
thirteen years old, a mind that was both courageous and 
wise, and was greatly^ envied by his brethren, as being of a ge- 
nius much above them j and such an one as they might well en- 
vy, Joseph once had a mind to know which of his sons had th^ 
best disposition to virtue, and when he sent them severally 
to those that had then the best reputation for instructing youth, 
the rest of his children, by reason of their sloth, and unwil- 
lingness to take pains, returned to him foolish and unlearned. 
After them he sent out the youngest, Hyrcanus; and gave 
him three hundred yoke of oxen, and bid him go two days? 
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journey into the wilderness^ and sow the land there^ and yet 
kept back privately the yokes of the oxen that coupled them 
together. When Hyrcamm came to the place, and found he 
had no yokes with him, he contemned the drivers of the oxen^ 
who advised him to send some to his father, to bruig them 
some yokes ; but he thinking that he ought not to lose hi& 
time, while they should be sent to bring him the yokes, he 
invented a kind of stratagem, and what suited an elder age 
than his <>wri ; for he slew ten yoke of the oxen, and distri- 
buted their flesh among the labourers, and cut their hides into 
several pieces, and made him yokes, and yoked the oxen to- 
gether with diem ; by which means he sowed as much land 
«s his father ha4 appointed him to sow, and returned to him. 
And when he was come back, his father was mightily pleased 
with his sagacity, and commended the sharpness of hb under- 
standing, and his boldness in what he did. And he still lov- 
ed him the more, as if he were his only genuine son, while his 
brethren were much troubled at it. 

7. But when one told him, that Ptolemy had a son just 
bom, and that all the principal men of Syria, and the other 
countries subject to him were to keep a festival, on account 
of the child's bh:th-day, and went away in haste with great 
retinues to Alexandria, he was himself indeed hindered from 
going by old age^ but he made triat of his sons, whether any 
of tl^m would be willifig to go to the king. And when the el- 
der sons excused themsdves from goings and said, they were 
not courtiers good enougb for sueh conversation, and advised 
him to send their brother Hyrcanus,hegkufiy hearkened to 
that advice; and called Hyrcanus* and a»ked him^ whether 
he eould go to the king ? and whether it was agreeable to* 
him to go or not? And upon his promise that he would go^ 
and bis saying that he should not want much money for his 
journey*, because he would live moderately ; and that ten 
thousaiid drachmae would be sufficient, he was pleased with 
his 8on's^ prudence. After a little while^ the son advised his 
father not to send his presents to the king from thence, but 
to give him a letter to his steward at Alexandpia^ that he 
might furnish hint with money, for purchasing wbat should 
be most excellent and most precious. So he, thmking that 
the expenses of ten^ talents would be eiiougbfoi^ presents to 
be made the king, and commending his son as giving him 
good advice, wrote to Arion.his steward^ that managed all his^ 
moneys-matters at Alexandria ; which money, was not less than^ 
three thousand talents on his account, for Joseph sent the: 
money he received in Syria to Alexandria. And when the^ 
.d»y appointed for the payment of the taxes to the king cam^ 
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be wrote to Arioo to pay them. So when tlie son had ask* 
ed his father for a letter to this steward, and had received k, 
he made haste to Alexandria. And when he was gone, his 
brethren wrote to all the king's friends, that they sli^uld de« 
stroy him. 

8. But when he was come to Alexandria^ he delivered his 
ktter to Anon, who asked him, how many talents he would 
have ? (hoping he would ask for no more than ten, or a little 
more^) he. said, he wanted a thousand talents. At which the 
steward was angry, and rebuked him, as one that intended to 
live extravagantly; and he let him know how his father had 
gathered together his estate by pains^taking, and resisting his 
inclinations^ ^d wished him to imitate the example of his 
fether: he assured him withal, that he would give him 
but ten talents, and that for a present to the king also. The 
son was irritated at this, and threw Arion into prison. But 
when Arion's wife had informed Cleopatra of this, with her 
^treaty, that she would rebuke the child for what he hac| 
done, (for Arion was in great esteem with her,) Cleopatra 
informed the king of it. And Ptolemy sent for Hyrcanus, 
iind told htm, that . ^' he wondered, when he was sent to him 
by hk fetber, thc^t he bad not yet come into his presence, 
bot had laid ^e steward in prison.'' And he gave order, 
therefore, that he should come to him, and give an accotmt of 
the reason of what he had done. And they report, that the ann 
swer he made \o the king's messenger was this : that ^ there 
was a law of hb that forbade a chUd that was bom, to tast^ 
of the sacri^ce befcHre he had been at the temple, and sacri* 
ficed to God. According to which way of reasoning, he di4 
iK>t hhnself come to him, in expectation of the present he was 
to make to htm, as to one who had been his father's benefac* 
tor; and that he had punished the slave for disobeying his 
commands, Uax that it mattered not, whether a roaster was lit- 
llejor great; so that unless we punish such as these, then 
thyself mayest also ex^^t to be despbed by thy subieets," 
Upon hearing this his answer, he fell a laughing, and won- 
dered at the great soul of the child. 

9. Wben Arion was apprised that this was the king's di^^ 
positicm, and that he had no way to help hin»elf^ he g«ve the 
child a thousand talents, and wi» let out of prison. So after 
three days were over, Hyrcanns came and saluted the kk^ 
and queen. They saw him with pleasure ; and feasled bim. 
ift an obliging manner, out of the re^>ect diey bare to his 
iather. So he came to the merchants privately, and bongbf 
tt^ himdred boys that had learning, arid were in ^e flower of 
^etrs^s^eftcb at a taleot ikpiec?; «^ alw h^ boughjt an 
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hundred maidens, each at the same price as the other. And 
when he was invited to feast with the king among the princi- 
pal men of the country^ he sat down the lowest of them Mm 
because he was little regarded as a child in age still; and 
this by those who placed every one according to their digni- 
ty. Now when all those that sat with hini had laid the bones 
of the several parts on a heap before Hyrcanus, (for they 
bad tliemselves taken away the flesh belonging tothem^)!!!! 
the table where he sat was filled full with them^ IVypbo^ who 
was the k^ig's jester^ and was appointed for jokes and laugh- 
ter at festivals^ was now asked by the guests, that sat at tat 
ble, [to expose him to laughter.] So he stood by the king, 
and said, ^^ Dost thou not see^ my Lord, the bones ths^t lie 
by Hyreanus? By this similitude tboumayest conjecture 
that his father made aU Syria as bare as he hath made these 
bones.'' And the king laughing at what Trypho said, and 
asking of Hyreanus, ^^How he came to have so many bones 
before him?'' He repUed, ^<Very rightfully, my Lordr 
for they are dogs that eat the flesh and the bones together, 
as ib^se thy guests have done, (looking in the n^ean time at 
those guests,) for there is nothing before them ; but they are 
men that eat. the flesh and cast away the bones, as I, VFho an^ 
also a man, have now done." Upon which the kmg admir- 
ed at his answer, which was so wisely made ; and bid them 
all ms^e an acclamation, as a mark of their approbation of 
his jest, which was truly a facetious one. On the next day, 
Hyreanus went to every om^ of the king's friends, and ^ the 
men powerful at court, apd saluted them ; but still inquired of 
the servants what present they would piake the king on his 
soil's birth-day ? And when some said, that they would give 
twelve talents, and that others of greater dignity would every 
one give according to the quantity of their riches, he pre^ 
tencted to tytry one of them to be grieved, that he was not 
able to b|jng so large a presant^ for that he had no more than 
five talents. And when the servants heard what he said, they 
told theur masters ; and they rejoiced in the prospect thaC 
Joseph would be disapproved,. and would make the king aa- 
gry^ by the spiallness c^f his present. When the day came, 
the others, even those that brought the most, oflered the king 
not above twenty talents; but Hyreanus gave to everyone 
of the hundred boys, and hundred maidens, that he had 
bought, a talent a-piece, for them to carry, and introduced 
them, the boys to the king, and the maidens to Cleopatra ; 
every body wondering at the qn^xp^cted richness of the prer 
senis, even the king and the queen then^ielves. He also pren 
sent^d *wc that at^ndicd i^bout the king with gifts, to tlw 
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value of a great number of talents, that he might escape the 
danger he was in from them ; for to those it was that Hyrca- 
ou^'s brethren had written to destroy him. Now Ptolemy 
adtnired at the young man's magnanimity ; and commanded 
him to ask what gift he pleased. But he desired nothing else 
to be done for him by the king, than to write to* his father^ 
and brethren, about him. So when the king had paid him 
very great respects, and had given him very large gifts, and 
had written to his father and his brethren, and all his com- 
manders, and officers, about him, he sent him away. But 
when his brethren heard that Hyrcamis had received such 
favours from the king, and was returning home with great 
honour, they went out to meet him, and to destroy him, and 
that with the privity of their father; for he was angry at him 
for the Rargc] sum of money that he bestowed for presents, 
and so had no concern for his preservation. However, Jo- 
seph concealed the anger he had for his son, out of fear of the. 
king. And when Hyrcanus's brethren came to fight him, 
he slew many others of those that were with them ; as also 
two of his brethren themselves, but the rest of them escap- 
ed to Jerusalem to their father. But when Hyrcanus came 
to the city, where nobody would receive him, he was afraid 
for himself, and retired beyond the river Jordan, and there 
abode : but obliging the Barbarians to pay their taxes. 

10. At this time Seleucus, who was called Sotery reigned 
over Asia, being the son of Antiochus the great. And [bow j 
Hyrcanus's father Joseph died. He was a good man, and of 
great magnanimity 5 and brought the Jews out of a state of 
poverty and meanness, to one that was more splendid. He 
retained the farm of the taxes of Syria, aod Ph€eiiicia, and 
Samaria, twenty-two years. His uncle also, Onias, died 
[about this time,] and left the high-priesthood to his son Si- 
]pon. And when he was dead^ Onias his son succeeded him 
in that dignity. To him it was that Areus, king of the Lace* 
demopians, sent an emVaswge, with an episde; the copy 
irhereof here follows : 

^^A^eus, King of the Lacedemonians, to Onias, sendeth 
greeting: 

^^We have met unik acertam writing, whereby we have 
discovered, that both the Jews, and the Lacedemonians are 
pf one stock, and are derived from the *kindred of Abra- 

* tVhence it comes that the«e Lacedemoujans declare themsehres 
here to be of kio toihe Jews, as derived from the same ancestor Abra- 
l^»ip» Icaoaot telli anlesa, as Qrotins supposes, they were derived from, 
t^e Pore9 thflt came of Fela^. These are by HerodotuS; caUed 19^ 
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ham : it is but just, tiierefore, that you who are our breth- 
reD, should send to us about any of your concerns as you 
please. We will also do the same thing, and esteem your 
concerns as our own f and will look upon our concerns as in 
common with yours. Demoteles, who brings you this letter^ 
will bring your answer back to us. This letter is four 
square; and the seal is an eagle, with a dragon in his daws." 

11. And these were the contents of die epistle which was 
sent from the king of the Lacedemonians. But upon the 
death of 'Joseph, the people grew seditious, on account of 
his sons : for whereas the elders made war against Hyrca- 
nus, who was the youngest of Joseph's sons, the multitude 
was divided, but the greater part joined with the elders in 
this war; as did Simon the high-priest, by reason he was kin 
to them. However, Hyrcanus determined not to return to 
Jerusalem any more, but seated himself beyond Jordan; and 
was at perpetual war with the Arabians, and slew many of 
them, and took many of them captives. He also erected a 
strong castle^ and built it entirely of white stone to the very 
roof; and had animals of a prodigious magnitude engraven 
upon it. He also drew round it a great and deep canal of 
water. He also made caves of many furlongs in length, by 
hollowing a rock that was over against him ; and then made 
large rooms in it, some for feasting, and some for sleeping, 
and living in. He introduced also a vast quantity of waters 
which ran along it, and which were very delightful and or- 
namental in the court. But still he made the entrances at 
the mouth of the caves so narrow, that no more than one 
person could enter by them at once: and the reason why he 
built them after this manner was a goo() one; it was for his 
own preservation, lest he should be besieged by his breth- 
I I ■ ■ ■ ■ , I - ' ' - 

harimtj an J perhaps were derived from the Syrians and Arabians^ the 
pqsterhy of Abraham by Keturah. See Avtlq. B. xvi.^ch x. § 22. 
V6l. iij. and Of the War, B. i. ch. xxvi. § 1, vol. v. and Grot, on 1 Mac- 
cab, xii. 7.- We may further observe from the recognitions of Clement, 
tliat Eliezer of Damascus, the servant of Abraham, Gen. xv. 2, arid 
xxiv. was of old by some taken for bis ion^ So that if the-Lacederoo* 
iiians were sprung from him, they might think themselves«to be of the 
pcJ^terity of Abraham, as well as the Jfews, who w<^re sprung from Isaac. 
And perhaps ftiis Eliezer of Damascus is that very Damascus whom. 
Trogu»Fonipeins, as abridged by Justin, makes the founder of the Jew-^ 
Uh nation itself, though he afterward blunder?, and makes Azdus, 
Adores, Abraham, and Israel, kings of JudcaJ and successors to this l!3fa- 
mascus. It may not be improper to observe tarl her, that Moses Cbore- 
nensi^n his history of the Armenians, inft>rms us, that tfie nation of 
the Parthiani was also derived from Abri*haP; by Keturah^ and her 
ebilj^'en. 
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teny and run the hazard of being caoght by theO). More- 
over, he built courts of greater magnitude than ordinary, 
yrfaich he adorned with vastly large gardens. And when he 
had broqght the place to this state, he named it Tyre. This 
place is between Arabia and Judea, beyond Jordan, not far 
from the country of Heshbon. And he ruled over those 
parts Tor seven years, even all the time that Seleucus was 
king of Syria. But when he was dead, his brother Antio- 
chus, who was called '^piphanes^ took tke kingdom. Ptole- 
my also the king of Egypt, died, who was besides called 
Epiphane8. He left two sons, and both yoimg in age; the 
elder of which was called Pkilometorj and the younger PAy«- 
con. As for Hyrcanus, when he saw that Antiochus had a 
great army,' and feared lest he should be caught by biro, and 
brought to punishment fpr what he had done to the Arabians, 
he ended his life, and slew himself with his own hand 3 while 
Antiochus seized upon all his substance. 



CHAP. V. 

HoWf upon the quarreU oftJie Jews one against anoth&r about 
^ the high-priesthoodj Antiochus made an eocpedition against 
Jerusalem^ took the city andpiUaged the tempUy awA dis- 
tressed the Jews : as ahOy how many of the Jewsforsook the 
laws of their county ; and how the Samaritans followed the 
customs of the Greeks y and named their temple at Mount Ge^ 
rizzimy the temple of Jupiter Hellenius. 

§ 1. About this time, upon the death of Onlas the high- 
priest, they gave the high-priesthood to Jesus his brother; 
for that son which Onias left [or Onias IV.] was yef but an 
infant; and, in its proper place, we will inform the reader of 
all the circumstances that befell this child. But this Jesus, 
who was the brother of Onias, was ^deprived of the high- 
priesthood ty^he king, who was angry with him, and gave.it 
to his younger brother, whose name also was Onias, ft>r Si- 
mon htid the*se three sons, to each of which the priesthood 
came, as \vje have *already informed the reader. This Je- 

* We have hitherto bad but a few of those many citations where Jo- 
sepbus says, that he had elsewhere formerly treated of many things, of 
wbicbyet his present books have not a syllable. .Our commentatOfB 
have uitherlo been able to give no tolerable account of these citationsi 
which are far too numerous, and that usually In all bis copies both 
Oreek^nd Latin> to be supposed later interpolations, which iflLlmost 
all (hat has been hitherto said upon this occasion. What I have to say 
farther is this, that we Lave but very few of these references 6c/brc^ and 
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sus changed his name to Jason; but Onias was catted Mene- 
laus. Now as the former high^-priest Jesus, raised a sec- 
tion against Menelaus, who was ordained after him, the'ti|ulr 
titude were divFded between them both. And the sons of 
Tobias took the part of Menelaus, but the greater part.of the 
people assisted Jason; and by that means Menelaus, and the 
sons of Tobias were distressed, and fetired to Antiocjus, 
and informed him, that they were desirous to leave the laws 
of their country and the Jewish way of living according ta 
theip, and to follow the king's laws, and the Grecian way of 
living; wherefore they desired his permission to build them 
a *Gymnasium at Jerusalem. And when he had given them 
leave, they also hid the circumcision of their genitals, that 
even when they were naked they might appear to be Qreeks* 
Accordingly, they left off all the customs that bdonffing to 
their own country, and imitated the practices of other na- 
tions. 

2. Now Antiochus, upon the agreeable situation of theaf-\ 
fairs of his kingdom, resolved to make an expedition against 
Egypt, both because he had a desire to gain it, and bec^se 
he contemned the sons of Ptolemy, as now weak, and not 
yet of abilities to manage affairs of such consequence; so 
he came with great forces to Pekiswim, and circumvented 
Ptolemy Philometor by treachery, and seized upon Egypt. 
He then came to the places ^hout Memphis ; and when he 
had taken them, he made haste to Alexandria in hopes of 
taking it by siege, and of subdping Ptolemy, who reigned 
there. But he was driven not only from Alexandria^ but out 
of aU Egypt, by the declaration of the Romans, who charged 
him to let that country alone ; accorduig as I have elsewhere 
formerly declared. I will now give a particular account of 
whal concerns this king, how he subdued Judea and the tem- 
ple ; for ia my forHier ^work I mentioned tholse things very 

very many in and after the history of Antiochus Epiphanes: and that 
Josephus's first book, the Hebrew or Cbaldee, as well as the Greek bis* 
tory of the Jewish War, long since lost) began with that very history, so 
that the references are most probably made to that edition of the Seven 
Books of the War. See several other examples, besides (hose in the 
two sections before as, in Anliq. B. xiii. ch. ii. § 1, 4. vol. iii. and ch. 
iv. § 6, 8. ch. V. § 6, 11. ch. viii. § 4, and ch. xiii. $ 4, 6, and Antiq. B. 
xviii. cb. ii. $ v. vol. iv. 

* This word (i^ymmMium, properly denotes a place where the exercises 
were performed naktdy which, because it would naturally distinguish 
circumcised Jews from uncircurocised Gentiles, these Jewish apostates 
endeavoured to appear unelrcumcised, by means of a chirurgical oper- 
•tion, tinted at by St Paul, 2 Cor. vii. 18, and described by Celsus, B. 
vii. ch XXV. aa Dr. Hudson here informs us. 
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briefly, and hmve^ therefore, now thought it necessary to go 
over that history again, and that with great accuracy. 

9b *King Antiochus returning out of Egypt, for fear of 
the Romans, made an expedition against the city of Jerusa- 
lem ^ and when he was there, in the hundred forty and third 
if the Seleucidae, he took the city without 
lis party opening the gates to him. And 
n possession of Jerusalem, he slew many 
rty; and when he had plundered it of a 
y, he returned to Aivtioch. 
i to pass, after two years, in the hundred 
r, on the twenty-fifth day of that month, 
illed Chasleu^ and by the Macedonians, 
mdred and fifty-third Olympiad, that the 
Jerusalem, and pretending peace, he got 
city by treachery; at which time he 
i as those that admitted him into it, on 
es that lay in the temple; but, led by his 
D, (for he saw there was in it a great deal 
ornaments that had been dedicated to it of 
^ and in order to plunder its wealth, he 
ventured to break the league he had made. So he left the 
temple bare ; and took nway the golden candlesticks, and the 
golden altar [of incense,] and table [of shew-bread,] and the 
altar [of burnt-ofiering;] and did not abstain from even the 
veils which were made of fine linen and scarlet. He also 
emptied it of its secret treasures, and left nothing at all re- 
maining; and by this means cast the Jews into great lamen- 
tation, for he ibrbade them to offer those daily sacrifices 
which they used to offer to God, according to the law. And 
when he had pillaged the whole city, some of the inhabi- 
tants he slew, and some he carried captive, together with 
their wives and children, so that the multitude of those cap^ 
tives that were taken alive, amounted to about ten thousand. 
He also burnt down the finest buildings ; and when he had 
overthrown the city-walls, he built a tcitadel in the lower 

* Hereabout Josephus begins to follow the first book ot the Macca- 
bees, a most excellent and most authentic history ; and accordingly, it 
is here, with great fideRty and exactness, abridged by him : between 
whose present copies there seem to be fewer variations, than in anv 
other sacred Hebrew book of the Old Testament whatsoever, (for this 
t>ook also was originally written ia Hebrewj) which is very natural, 
because it was written so much nearer to the times of Josephus tkaa 
the rest were. 

t This eitaddt of which we have such frequent mention in the follow* 
Ing history, both in the Maccabees, and in Josephus, seems to have 
been a castle built on an hill, lower than Mount Zion, though upon its 
•kirts, aodbigherthAii.MocaitMoriah,batbetwe6ii them both; which 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^€kap. K. OF THE JEWS^ ^7 

part of the city, for the place was high and overlooked the 
temple, on which account, he fortified it with high walls and 
towers, and put into it a garrison of Macedonians, However, 
in that cidadel dwelt the impious and wicked part of the [Jew- 
ish} multitude, from whom it proved that the citizens sujQTer* 
cd many and sore calamities. And when the king had built 
an idol altar upon God's altar, he slew swine upon it, and so 
offered a sacrifice neither according to the law, nor the Jew- 
ish religious worship in. that country. He also compelled 
them to forsake the worship which they paid their own God, 
and to adore those whom he took to be gods; and made them 
build temples, and raise idol altars in eVery city and village, 
and offer swine upon them every day. He also commanded 
them not to circumcise their sons, and threatened to punish 
any that should be found to have transgressed his injunction^ 
He also appointed overseers who should compel them to do 
what he commanded. And indeed many Jews there were 
who complied with the king's commands, either voluntarily, 
or out of fear of the penalty that was denounced : but the 
best men, and those of the noblest souls, did not regard him, 
but did pay a greater respect to the customs of their country, 
than concern as to the punishment which he threatened to 
the disobedient ; on which account, they every day underwent 
great miseries, and bitter torments, for they were whipped 
with reds, and their bodies were torn to pieces, and were cru- 
cified, while they were still alive, and breathed : they also 
strangled those women, and their sons whom they had circum- 
cised, as the king had appointed, hanging their sons about their 
necks, as they were upon the crosses. And if there were 
any satfred book of the law found, it was destroyed, and those 
with whom they were found miserably perished also. 

5. When the Samaritans saw the Jews under these sufier- 
ings, they no longer confessed that they were of their kindred, 
nor that the temple on mount Gerizzim belonged to Almighty 
God. This was according to their nature, as we have already 
shown. And they now said, that they were a colony of 
Medes and Persians : and indeed they were a colony of theirs. 
So they sent ambassadors to Antiochus and an epistle ; whose 
-contents are these : " To king Antiochus the god, Epiphanes, 
a memorial from the Sidonians who live at Shechem. Our 



hill the enemies of the Jews now got possession of, and built on it this 
citadel; and fortified it, till a good white afterwards the Jews regained 
it, demolished it, and levelled the hill itself with the common ground, 
that their enemies might no more recover it, and might thence 
overlook the temple itself, and do them such mischief as they had long 
nodergone from it. Aotlq. B. ziii. ch. vl § 6. 
VOL. 111. D 
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forefathers, uik>n certain frequent plagues^ and as following a 
certain ancient superstition, had a custom of observing that 
day which by the Jews b called the Sabbath,* And when 
they had erected a temple at the mountain called Gerizzim^ 
• though without ^. name, they oflfered upon it the proper sacri- 
^ces. Now upon the just treatment of these wicked Je^s, 
those that manage their affairs, supposing that we were of kin 
to them, and practiced as they do, make us liable to the same 
accusatioivs, although we be ori^ally Sidonians, as is evident 
from the public records. We therefore beseech thee, our 
benefactprand saviour, to give order to Apollonius,the gover- 
nor of this part of the country, and to Nicanor the procurator 
of the affairs, to give us no disturbance, nor to lay to our 
charge what the Jews are accused for, since we are aliens 
from their nation, and from their customs; but let our tem- 
ple, which at present hath no name at all, be named 77*6 tem^ 
yle of Jupiter Helleniua. ' If this wer« once done, w,e should 
be no longer disturbed, but should be the more intent on our 
own occupation with quietness, and so bring in a greater re- 
venue to thee.'' When the Samaritans had petitioned for 
this, the king sent them back the following answer, in an epis« 
tie : ^' King Anliochus to Nicanor. The Sidonians, who live 
at Shechem, have sent me the memorial enclosed. When 
therefore we were advising with our friends about it, the 
messengers sent by them, represented to us, that they are no 
way concerned with accusations which belong to the Jews, 
but chose to live after^the customs of the Greeks. Accord- 
ingly we declare them free from such accusations, and order, 
that, agreeably to their petition, their temple be n$imed The 
temple of Jupiter Hellenius.^^ He also sent the like epistle to 
ApoIIonius, the governor of that part of the country, in the 
forty-sixth year, and the eighteenth day of the month Heca- 
tombeon, 

CHAP. VI. 

How^ upon Antiochus^s prohibition to the Jews to make a$e 
of the laws of their country^ Mattathias^the son ofAsmo^ 
neusy alone despised the kingy and overcame the genmrals 
of Antiochus^s army: as also concerning the death of 
Mattathias^ and the succession of Judas* 

§1. Now. at thrstime there was. one whose name was 
Mattathiasy who dwelt at Modin, the son of John, the s<hi of 

* This aHegation of the Samaritans is remarkable, that though they 
were not Jews, yet did they, from ancient times, observe the Sabbath* 
day, and as they elsewhere pretend, the Sabbatic year also. Antiq. 
B. xii. ch. vii. § 6. 
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Simon, the son of Asmoneus, a priest of the order of Joarib^ 
and a citizen of Jerusalem. He had five sons, John, who 
was called Gaddis, and Simon, who was called MattheSj and 
Judiis, who was called Maccaheus^^ and Eleazar, who was 
called Aurahf and Jonathan, who was called j4pphu8. Now 
this Mattathias lamented to his children the sad state of their 
affairs, and the ravage made in the city, and the plundering 
of the temple, and the calamities the multitude were under; 
and he told them, that it was better for them to die for the laws 
of their country, than to live so Ihgloriously as they then did. 
2. But when those that were appointed by the king were 
come to Modin, that they might compel the Jews to do what 
they were commanded ; and to enjoin those that were there 
to offer sacrifice, as the king had commanded, they desired 
that Mattathias, a person of the greatest character among 
them, both on other accounts, and particularly on account of 
such a numerous, and so deserving a family of children, 
would begin the sacrifice, because his fellow-citizens would 
follow his example, and because such a procedqre would 
make him honoured by the king. But Mattathias said, ^^ He 
would not do it; and that if all the other nations would obey 
the commands of Antiochus, either out of fear, or to please 
him, yet would not he, nor his sons, leave the religious wor- 
ship of their country/' But as soon as he had ended bis 
speech, there came one of the Jews into the midst of them, 
and sacrificed, as Antiochus had commanded. At which Mat- 
tathias had great indignation, and ran upon him violentl}', with 
his sons, who had swords with them, and slew both the man 
himself that sacrificed, and Apelles the king's general, who 
compelled them to sacrifice, with a few of his soldiers. He 
also overthrew the idol altar; and cried out, "If, said he 
any one be zealous for the laws of his country, and fot the 
worship of God, let him follow me.'' And when he had said 
this, he made haste into the desert, with his sons, and left all 
his substance in the village. Many others did the same also, 
and fled with their wives and children into the desert, and 
dwelt in caves. But when the king's generals heard this^ 
they took all the forces they then had in the- citadel at Jeru* 

* That this appellation oiMaeeabee was not first of all eiven to Judas 
Maccabeus^ nor was derived from any initial letters of the Hebrew 
words on his banner, Mi Kamoka Bt Elim, Jehovah ? Who is like unln 
. thee among the Gods, Jehovah? Exod. xv. lU as the modern Rabbins 
vainly pretend, see Authent. Rec. part i. i». 205, 206. Only we may 
note, by the way, that the original name ot these Maccabees, and their 
posterity, was Asmoneans ; which was derived from Asmoneus, the 
great grand&tber of Mattatbiasi as Josephus here informs as. 
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salem^ and pursued the Jews into the desert; and when they 
had overtaken them, they, in the first place, endeavoured to 
persuade them to repent, and to choose what was most for 
their advantage, and not to put them to the necessity of using 
them according to the law of war. But when they would 
not comply with their persuasions, but continued to be of a 
«lifierent mind, they fought against them on the Sabbath-day ; 
and they burnt them, as they were in the caves, without re- 
sistance, and without so much as stopping up the entrances 
•f the caves. And they av#ided to defend themselves on that 
day, because they were not willing to break in upon the ho- 
nour they owed the Sabbath, even in such distress ; for our 
law requires that we rest upon that day. There were about 
a thousand, with their wives and children, who were smo- 
thered, and died in these caves ; but many of those that es- 
caped, joined themselves to Maltathias, and appointed him to 
be their ruler, who taught them to fight even on the Sab* 
bath-day; and told them, that '^unless they would do so, 
ihey would become their own enemies, by observing the law 
l^so rigorously,] while their adversaries would still assault 
them on this day, and they would not then defend themselves, 
and that nothing could then hinder, but they must all perish 
without fighting.'' This speech persuaded them. And this 
lule continues among us to this day, that, if there be a ne^ 
cessity, we may fight on Sabbath-days. So Mattathias got a 
great army about him, and overthrew their idol altais, and 
slew those that broke the laws, even all that he could get 
under his power, for many of them were dispersed among 
the nations round about them for fear of hini. He also com- 
manded, that those boys which were not* yet circumcised, 
should be circumcised now; and he drove those away that 
were appointed to hinder such their circumcision. 

3. But when he had ruled one year, and was fallen into a 
distemper, he called for his sons, and set them round about 
him, and said, ^^O my sons, I am going the way of all the 
earth, and I commend to you my resohition, and beseech you 
not to be negligent in keeping it, but to be mindful of the de- 
sires of him who begat you, and brought you up, and to pro- 
serve the customs of your country, and to recover your an- 
cient form of government, which is in danger of being over- 
turned, and not to be carried away with those that, either by 
their own inclination, or out of necessity, betray it, but to be- 
come such sons as are worthy- of me; to be above all force, 
and necessity, and so to dispose your souls, as to be ready, 
when it shall be necessary, to die for your laws, as sensible 
of this by just reasoaing, that if God see that you are so dis*- 
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posed he will not overlook you, but will hav6 a great value 
for your virtue, and will restore tp you again what you have 
lost, and will return to you that fieedom in which you shall 
live quietly, and enjoy your own customs^. Your bodies are 
mortal, a*id subject to fate, but they receive a sort of immor- 
tality by the remembrance of what actions they have done. 
And I would have you so in love with this immortality, that 
you may pursue after glory; and that, when you have un- 
dergone the greatest difficulties, you may not scruple for 
such things to lose your lives: I exhort you especially to 
agree one with .another ; and in what excellence any one of 
you exceeds another, to yield to him so far, and by that 
means to reap the advantage of every one's own virtues. . Da 
you then esteem Simon as your father, because he is a man 
of extraordinary prudence, and be governed by him in what 
counsels he gives you. Take Maccabeus for the general of 
your army, because of his courage and strength, for he will 
avenge your nation^ and will bring vengeance on your ene- 
mies. Admit among you the rigliteous and religious, and 
augment their power^'' 

4. When Mattathias had thus discoursed to his sons, and 
had prayed to God to be their assbtant, and to recover tothe 
people their former constitution, he died a little afterward,^ 
and was buried at Modin ; all the people making great lamen- 
tation for him. Whereupon, his son Jiida» took upon him 
the administration of public aiairs, in the hundred forty and 
sixth year: and thus by the ready assistance of his brethren, 
and of others, Judas cast their enemies out of his country, 
and put those of their own country to death who had trans- 
gressed its laws, and purified the land of alf the pollutions 
that were in it. 



CHAP* VIL 

How Judas overthrevrthe forces of Apotlbniusand Sermi, and 
InUcd the generals of their armies themselves : and how whefu 
u little aftertoardy Lysias and Gorgias wereheateny he wenC 
up to Jerusalem^ ar^ purified the temple. 

^ 1. WnsNApollonius, the general of the Samaritan forces 
heard this, he took his army, and made haste to go against Ju- 
das ; who met him, and joined battle with him, and beat him, and 
slew many of his men,and among them Apollonius himself, their 
general, whose sword being that which he happAied then to 
wear, he seized upon, and kept for himself; b\jt he ^°^"^ 
«d more than he slew, and took a great deal of prey from tna' 

D2 
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enemies' camp, and went his way. But when Seron, who 
was general of the army of Coelosyria, heard that many h^d 
joined themselves to Judas, and that he had about hipa an ar- 
my sufficient for fighting, and for making war, he determined 
to make an expedition against him, as thinking it became him 
to endeavour to punish those that transgressed the king's in- 
junctions. He then got together an army, as large as he was 
able, and joined it to the runagate and wicked Jews, and canie 
against Judas. He came as far as Bethhoron, a village of Ju-> 
dea, and there pitched his camp^ upon which Judas met 
him ; and when he intended to give him battle, he saw that 
his soldiers were backward to fight, because their number 
was small, and because they wanted food, for they were fast- 
ing, he encouraged them, and said to them, that "victory 
and conquest of enemies is not derived from the multitude in 
armies, but in the exercise of piety towards God ; and that 
they had the plainest instances in their forefathers, who by 
their righteousness, and exerting themselves on behalf of their 
own laws, and their own children, had frequently conquered 
man}' ten thousands ; for innocence is the strongest army.'' 
By tliis speech lie induced his men to contemn the multitude 
of th6 enemy, and to fall upon Seion. And upon joining bat- 
tle with him, he beat the Syrians ; and when their general fell 
among the rest, they all ran away with speed, as thinking that 
to be their best way of escaping. So he pursued them unto 
the plain, and slew about eight hun4red of the enemy, but 
the rest escaped to the region which lay near to the sea. 

2. When king Antiochus heard of these things, he was 
very angry at what had happened : so he got together all his 
own army, with many mercenaries whQm he had hired from 
the islsgads, and took them with him, and prepared to bre^ 
into Judea, about the beginning of the spring. But when, 
upon his mustering. his soldiers, he perceived that his trea- 
^res were deficient, and there was a want of money in them, 
for all the tdxes were not paid, by reason of the seditions 
there had been among the nations, he having been so mag- 
nanimous and so liberal, that what he had was not sufficient 
for him, he therefore resolved first to go into Persia,^ and. 
collect the taxes of that country. Hereupon he left one, 
whose name was Lysias^ who was in great repute with him 
governor of the kingdom, as far as the bounds of Egypt, and 
of the Lower Asia, and reaching from the river Euphrates, 
and committed to him a certain part of his forces, and of his 
elephants;* and charged him to bring up his son Antiochus 
with all possible care, until he came back ; and that he should 
conquer Judea> and take its inhabitants for slaves^ and uit^Xr 
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\y destroy Jerusalem, and abolish the whole nation. And 
when king Antiochus had given these things in charge to Ly- 
sias, he went into Persia 5 and in the hundred and forty-se- 
venth year, he passed over Euphrates, and went up to the su-« 
perior provinces. 

3. Upon which Lysias chose Ptolemy, the son of t)ory-» 
nienes, ?ind Nicanor, and Gorgias, very potent men amogg 
the king's friends, and delivered to them forty thousand foot 
soldiers, and seven thousand horsemen, and sent them against 
Judea, who came as far as tiie city Emmaus,and pitched their 
camp in the plain country. There eanfie also to them aux« 
iliaries out of Syria, and the country round about ; as alsa 
many of the runagate Jews. > And besides these, came some 
merchants, to buy those that should be carried captives^ 
(having bonds with them ta bind those that should be made 
prisoners,) with that silver and gold \< hich they were to pay 
for their price. And when Judas saw their camp, and how 
numerous their enemies were, he persuaded his own sol-, 
diers to be of good courage; and exhorted them to place 
their hopes of victory in God, and to make supplication to. 
him, according to the custom of their country, clothed in. 
sackcloth ; and to show what was their usual habit of sup-^ 
plication in the greatest dangers, and th^ereby prevail with 
God to grant you victory over your enemies. So he set 
them in their ancient order o( battle, used by their forefa^ 
thers, under their captains of thousands, and other officers ; 
and dismissed such as were newly married, as well as those 
that had newly gained possessions, that they might not fight 
in a cowardly manner, out of an inordinate love of life, in 
order to enjoy those blessings. When be had thus disposed 
his soldiers, he encouraged them to fight by the following 
speech, which he nwde to them: "O my fellow-soldiers, 
no other time remains more opportune than the present fon 
courage, and contempt of dangers 5 for if you now fight man- 
fully, you may recover your liberty, which, as it is a thing, 
of itself agreeable to all men, so it proves to be to us much, 
more desirable, by its afl^rding us the liberty of worshipping. 
God. Since, therefore, you are in such circumstances at 
present, that you'- must either recover that liberty, and so 
regain an happy and blessed way of living, which is that ac- 
cordiitg to our laws, and the customs of our country, or sub- 
mit to the most opprobrious sufferings ; nor will any seed 
of your nation remain, if you be beat in this battle. Fight, 
therefore, manfully ; and suppose that you must die though 
you do not fight. But believe, that besides such glorious re- 
wards as thtP^e of the liberty of your country, of ypur law?^ 
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of your religion, you shall then obtain everlasting glory. 
Prepare yourselves, therefore, and put yourselves into such 
an agreeably posture, that you may be ready to fight with the 
enemy, as soon as it is day to-morrow morning." 

4. And this was the speech which Judas made to encour- 
age them. But when the enemy sent Gorgias, with five thou- 
sand foot, and one thousand horse, that he might fall upon 
Judas by night, and had for that purpose certain of the runa- 
gate Jews as guides, the son of Mattathias perceived it, and 
resolved to fall upon those enemies that w^re in the camp, 
now their forces were divided. When they had, tl^erefore, 
supped in good time, and had left many fires in their camp, 
he marched sill night to those enemies that were at Eromaus ; 
so that when Gorgias found no enemy in their camp, but sus- 
pected that th^y were retired, and had hidden themselves 
among the mountains, he resolved to go and seek them 
wheresoever they were. But about break of day, Judas j^- 
peared to those enemies that were at Emmaus, with only 
three thousand men, and those ill armed, Jiy. reason of their 
poverty ; and when he saw the enemy very well, and skilful- 
ly fortified in their camp, he encouraged the Jews, and told 
them, that "they ought to fight, though it were with their 
naked bodies, for that God had sometimes of old given men 
such strength^ and that against such as were more in num-^ 
ber, and were armed also, out of regard to their great cour- 
age." So he commanded the trumpeters to sound for the 
battle : and by thus falling upon the enemies when they did 
not expect it, and thereby astonishing and disturbing their 
minds, he slew many of those that resisted Um^ and went on 
pursuing the rest as far as Gadara, and the plains of Idumea, 
and Ashdod and Jamnia : and of these thete fell about three 
thousand. Yet did Judas exhort his soldiers not to be too 
desirous of the spoib^ for that still they must have a contest 
and a battle with Gorgias, and the forces that were with him ; 
but that when they hid once oivercome them,, then they might 
securely plunder the camp becs^use they were the only ene- 
mies remaining, and thpy expected »o others. And just as. 
he was speaking to, his soldiem, Goigias's men looked down 
rotp that army which, they left in their camp,^and saw that it 
was overthrown and their camp butnt, for the smoke that 
arose from it showed them, even when they were a great way 
off, what had happened. When, therefore, those that were 
with Gorgias understood that things were in this posture,, 
and perceived that those that were with Judas were ready to 
Sght them, they also were affrighted and put to flight; but 
ttiea Juda?, as though, he had. already beaten Goigias's soK 
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diers without fighting, returned and seisred on the spoils. 
He took a great quantity of gold, and silver, and purple, and 
blue, and then returned home with joy, and smging hymns to 
God for' their good success, for this victory greatly (Contri- 
buted to the recovery of their liberty. 

5. Hereupon Lysias was confounded at the defeat of the 
army which he had sent, and the next year he got together 
sixty thousand chosen men. He also took five thousand 
horsemen, and fell upon Judea; and he went up to the hill 
country at Bethshur, a village of Judea; and pitched his 
camp there, where, Judas met him with ten thousand men: 
and when he saw the great number of his enemies, he pray- 
ed to God, that he would assist him, and joined battle with 
the first of the enemy that appeared, and beat them, and slew 
about five thousand of them, and thereby became terrible to 
the rest of them. Nay, indeed, Lysias observing the great 
spirit of the Jews, how they were prepared to die rather 
than lose their liberty, and being afraid of their desperate 
way of fighting, as if it were real strength, he took the rest 
of the army back with him, and returned to Antioch, where 
he listed foreigners into the service, and prepared to fall upon 
Judea with a greater army. 

6. When, therefore, the generals of Antiochus's armies 
had been beaten so often, Judas assembled the peopk toge*- 
ther, and told them, that ^^ after these many victories which 
God had given them, they ought to go up to Jerusalem, and 
purify the temple, and o&r the appointed sacrifices." But 
as soon as he with the whole multitude, was come to Jerusa- 
lem, and founds the temple deserted, and its gates burnt 
down, and plants growing in the temple of their own accord, 
on account of its desertion, he and those that were with him, 
began to lament, and were quite confounded at the sight of 
the temple ; so he chose out some of his soldiers, and gave 
them order to fight against those guards that were in the ci- 
tadel, until he should have purified the temple. When, 
therefore, he hrd carefully purged it, and h id brought in new 
vessels, the candleiiick, the table [of shew-bread,] and the 
altar [of incense,] which were made of gold, he hung up the 
veils at the gates, and added doors to 'them. He also took 
down the altar [of burnt offering,] and built a new one of 
stones that he gathered together, and not of such as were 
hewn with iron tools. So on the five and twentieth day of 
the month Casleu, which the Macedonians call ApelleuSy they 
lighted the lamps that were on the candlestick, and offered 
incense upon the altar [of incense,] and laid the loaves upon 
the table [of shcw-bread,] and offered burnt-offeiings upon 
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the new altar [of burnt-offerings.] Now it sa fell out, that 
these things were done on the very same day on which their 
divine .worship had fallen off, and was reduced to a profane 
and common use after three years' time J .for so it was, that 
the temple was made desolate by Antiochusy and so continu- 
ed for three years. Thtfe desolation happened to the temple 
in the hundred forty and fiilh year, on the tweqty-fifth day 
of the month Apelleus, and on the hundred fiAy and third 
Olympiad ; but it was dedicated a-new, on the same day, and 
twenty'-iifth of the month Apelleus, on the hundred and for* 
ty-eighth year, and on the hundred and fifty-fourth Olym- 
piad. And this desolation came to pass according to the 
prophecy of Daniel, which was given four hundred and 
eight years before ; for he declared, that the Macedonians 
would dissolve that worship [for some time.] 

7. Now Judas celebrated the festival of the restoration of 
the sacrifices of the temple for eight days ; and' omitted no 
sort of pleasure thereon : but he feasted them upon very 
rich and splendid sacrifices ; and he honoured God, and de> 
lighted them, by hymns and psalms. Nay, they were so 
very glad at the r^yi^al of their customs, when,afiter a ]<mg 
time of intermission, they unexpectedly bad regained the free- 
dom of their worship, that they made it a law for dieir pos- 
terity, that they should keep a festival on account of the re- 
storation of their temple-worship, for eight days. And from 
that time to this, we celebrate this festival, and call it LighU, 
I suppose the reason was, because this, liberty beyond our 
hopes appeared to us; and that thence was the name given to 
that festival. Judas also rebuilt the walls round about the 
city; and reared towers of great height against the Incur- 
sions of enemies f and set guards therein. He also fortified 
the city Bethsura, that it might serve as a citadel against any 
distresses timt might come from our enemies. 

CHAP. VIIT. 

HwD Judas subdued the nations roundabout; and how Simon 
beat the people of Ttfre and FtoUmais; and how Judas over- 
came TimotheuSy and forced him to fly away^ and did many 
other things^ after Joseph and Jzarias had been beaten, 

§ 1 . When these things were over, the nations round about 
the Jews were very uneasy at t|je revival of their power, 
and rose up together, and destroyed many bf them, as gaining 
advantage over them, by laying snares for them, and making 
secret conspiracies gainst them. Judas made perpetual ex- 
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peditions against these men, and endeavoured to restrain 
them from those incursions, and to prevent the mischiefs they 
did to the Jews. So he fell upon the Idumeans, the posterity 
of Esau, at Acrabattene, and slew a great many of them, and 
took their spoils. He also shut up the sons of Bean, that laid 
wait for the Jews ; and he sat down about them, and besieged 
them, and burnt their towers, and destroyed the men [that 
were in them.] After this he went thence in haste against 
the Aidmonites, who had a great and a numerous army ; of 
which Timotheus was the commander. And when he had 
subdued them, he seized on the city Jazer, and took their 
wives and their children captives, and burnt the city, and 
then returned into Judea. But when the neighbouring na- 
tions understood that he was returned, they got together in 
great numbers in the land of Gilead, and came against those 
Jews that were at their borders, who then tfed to the garrison 
of Dametha^ and sent to Judas to inform him, that Timothens 
was endeavouring to take the place whither they had fled. 
And as these epistles were reading, there came other hiessen- 
gers out of Gaiilee^who ififoi^med him, that the inhabitants of 
Ptolemais, and of Tyre, and Sidon, and strangers of Galilee, 
were gotten together. 

H, Accordingly, Judas, upon considering what was fit to be 
done, with relation to the necessity both these cases required^ 
gave order that Simon his brother should take three thou- 
sand chosen men, and go to the assistance of the Jews in Gali- 
lee, while he, and another of his brothers, Jonathan, made 
haste into the land of Giliad with eight thousand soldiers^ 
And he left Joseph, the son of Zacharias, and Azarius, to be 
over the rest of the forces; and charged them to keep Judea 
very carefuHy, and to fight no battles with any persons whom- 
soever, until his return. Accordingly, Simon went into Ga- 
lilee, and fought the enemy, and put them to flight, and pur- 
sued them to the very gates of Ptolemais, and slew about 
three thousaadof them; and took the spoils of those that 
were slain, and those Jews whom they had made captives, 
with their baggage; and then returned home. 

3« Now as for Judas Maccabeus, and his brother Jona*' 
than, they passed over the river Jordan; and when they 
had gone three days' journey, they light upon the Naba- 
teans, who came to meet them peaceably, and who told them 
how the affairs of those in the land of Gilead stood ; and . 
how many of them were in distress, and driven into garri- 
sons, and into the cities of Galilee: and exhorted him to 
make haste and go ^igainst the foreigners, and to endeavour 
to save his own countrymen out of their hands. To tlii$ 
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exhortation Jndas hearkened, and returned into the wilder- 
ness, and, in the first place, fell upon the inhabitants of Bo- 
sor, and took the city, and beat the inhabitants, and destroy- 
ed all the niales, and all that were able to fight, and bornt 
the city. Nor did he stop even when night came on, but he 
journeyed in it to the garrison where the Jews happened to 
be then shut up, and where Timdtheus lay round the place 
with his army : and Judas came upon the city in the morn- 
ing : and when he found that the enemy were making an as- 
sault upon the walls, and that some of them brought ladders, 
on which they might get upon those walls, and that others 
brought engines [to batter them,] he bid the trumpeter to 
sound his trumpet, and he encouraged his soldiers cheerfully 
to undergo dangers for the sake of their brethren and kin- 
dred : he also parted bis army into three bodies, and fell 
upon the'backs of their enemies. But when Timotheus's 
men perceived that it was I\f accabeus that was upon them, of 
both whose courage and good success in war they had for- 
merly had sufficient experience, they were put to flight; 
but Judas followed them with his army, and slew about eight 
thousand of them. He then turned asrde to a city of the for- 
eigners called MallCj and took it, and slew all the males, and 
burnt the city itself. He then removed firom thence, and 
overthrew Caspeom, and Bosor, and many other cities of 
the land of Gilead. 

4. But not long after this, Timotheus prepared a great ar- 
my, and took many others as auxiliaries ; and induced some of 
the Arabians, by the promise of rewards, to go with him 
in this expedition, and came with his army beyond the 
brook, over against the city Raphon: and he encouraged 
liis soldiers, if it came to a battle with the Jews, to fight 
courageously, sind to hinder th^r passing over the brook; 
for he said to them beforehand, that "if they come over it we 
shall be beaten.^' And when Judas heard that Timotheus 
prepared himself to fight^ he took all his own army, and 
went in haste against Timotheus his enemy; and when be 
had passed over the brook, he fell- upon his enemies, and 
some of them met him whom he slew, and others of them he 
so terrified, that he compelled them to throw down their 
arms and fiy ; and some of them escaped, but some of them 
fled to what was called the temple at Camaim, and hoped 
thereby to preserve themselves; but Judas took the city, 
and slew them, and burnt the temple, and so used several 
ways of destroying his enemies. 

5. Whe» he had done this, he gathered the Jews together, 
^h their children and wives, and the substance that beloDg* 
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€d to them, and tv as going to bring them back into Judea: 
but as soon as he was come to a certain city, whose name was 
EphroTif that lay upon the road, (and as it was- not possible 
for him to go any other way, so he was not willing to go back 
again,) he then sent to the inhabitants, and desired that they 
would open their gates, and permit them to go on their way 
through the city, for they had stopped up the gates with 
stones, and cut off their passage through it. And when the 
inhabitants of Ephron would not agrree to this proposal, been* 
couraged those that were with him, and encompassed the city 
round, and besieged it, and lying round it by day and by nighty 
took the city, and slew every male in it, and burnt it all down, 
and so obtained a way through it ; knd the multitude of those 
that were slain was so great, that they went over the dead 
bodies. So they came over Jordan, and arrived at the great 
plain, over against which is situate the city Bethshan, which 
is called by the Greeks ^ScythopolU. And going away has- 
tily from thence, they came into Judea, singing psalms and 
hymns as they went, and indulging such tokens of mirth as are 
usual in triumphs upon victory. They also oiered thank- 
offerings, both for their good success, and for the preserva- 
tion of their army, for tnot one of the Jews was slain in these 
battles. 

6. But as to Joseph, the son of Zacharias, and Azarias, 
whom Judas left generals [of the rest of the forces,] at the 
same time when Simon was in Galilee, fighting against the 
people of Ptoleittais, and Judas himself, and his brother Jo- 
nathan, were in the land of Gilead, did thtee men also affect 
the glory of being courageous generals in war, in order 
whereto they took the army that was under their command, 
and came to Jamnia. There Gorgias, the general of the forces 
of Jamnia, met him; and upon joining battle with him, they 
lost (two thousand of theur army, ancl fled away^ and were 

^ The reason why Bethshan . was called Scythopolity is well known 
from Herodotus, B. i. p 106, and Syncellus, p. 214, that the Scythiansy 
when they overran Asia, in the day^of Josiah, seized on this city, and 
kept it as lone as they continued in Asia, from which time it retained 
the name of ScythopolU, or the city of the Scythiant. 

t This most providential preservation of all the relfgioos Jews in this 
expedition, which was according to'the will of God, is obsenrablexiften 
among God'speople the Jews ; and somewhat very like it in the chan- 

Ses of the fdp^onarchies, which were also providential. See Pri« 
eaui, ameyear ^1, 833, 834. 

X Here is another great instance of providence, that when, even at 
the very time that Simon, and Judasy and Jonathan, were so miracu- 
Ipo^I Pffilinw, and blessed in the jost defence of their laws and reli- 
gionTthmother generals of the Jews, who went to &^ht for honour, in 
a vain-glorioos wtiy, and without any oommissioD &oni Ood, or the 
VOL. III. £ 
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pursued to the very borders of Judea. And this misfortune 
befell them by their disobedience to what uij unctions Judas 
had given them, " Not to fight with any one before his re- 
turn." For besides the rest of Judas's sagacious counsels^ 
one may wdl wonder at this concerning the misfortune that 
befell the forces commanded by Joseph and Azarias, which he 
imderstood would happen, if they broke any of the injunctions 
he had giveo them. But Judas, and his brethren, did not leav€ 
oif fighting with the Idumeans, but pressed upon them on all 
sides, and took from them the city of Hebron, and demolish* 
ed all its fortifications, and set its towers bn fire, and burnt 
the country of the foreigners, and the city Marissa. They 
came also to Ashdod, and took it, and laid it waste, and took 
away a great deal of the spoils and prey that were in it, and 
returned to Judea. , 



CHAP. IX. 

Concerning the death ofAntiochui Epiphanes. How Antio^ 
chus Eupator fought against Judas^ and besieged him in 

. the temple^ and afterwards made peace with hitiL, and dc' 
parted. OfAlcimus and Onias* 

§ 1. About this dme k was that king Antiochus, as he was 
going over the upper countries, heard that there was a very 
rich city in Persia, called Elymais; and therein a very rich 
temple of Diana, and that it was full of all sorts of donations 
dedicated to it; as also weapons and breast-plates, which, 
upon inquiry, he found had been left there by Alexander, the 
son of Philip, king of Macedonia. And being incited by these 
motives, he went in haste to Elymais, and assaulted it,and be- 
sieged it. But as those that were in it were not terrified at 
his assault, nor at his siege, but opposed him vei^ courage- 
lously, he was beaten ofi* his hopes; for they drove him away 
from the city, and went out and pursued after him, insomuch 
that he fled away as far as Babylon, and lost a great many of 
his army. And when he was grieving for this disappoint- 
.ment, some persons told him of the defeat of bis commanders, 
whom he had left behind him to fight against Judea, and what 
strength the Jews had already gotten: when this concern 
about these afiairs was added to the former, he \^ confound* 
€d, and, by the anxiety he was in, fell into a di!^l|)€% which, 
as it lasted a great while, and as his pams increased upon him, 

„ II » , I ■ , M ,. I rl^ . ... " . I , ■ .1 

familv he had raised up to deliver tbeiD» were miserably <ffll|)pAteJ 
»Qd defeated. See 1 mccab. v. 61, 62.. 
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so he at length perceived he should die in a little time ; so 
he called his friends to him, and told them, that his distemper 
was severe upon him^ and confessed withal, that this cala- 
mity was sent upon him fortl^ miseries he had brought upon 
the Jewish nation, while he plundered their temple, and con- 
temned iheir God, and when he had said this, he gave up the 
ghost. Whence one may wonder at Polybiusof Megalopolis, 
who though otherwise a good man^ yet saith, that " Antiochus 
died because he had a purpose to plunder the temple of Dia- 
na in Persia ;'' far the purposing* to do a thing, but not actu- 
ally doing it, is not worthy of punishment. But if Poiybius 
could think that Antiochus thus lost his life on that account, 
it is much more probable that this king died on account of 
his sacritggioias plundering of the temple at Jerusalem. But 
we will not contend about this matter with those who may 
think, that the cause assigned by this Poiybius of Megabpolis 
is nearer the truth than that assigned by us. 

2. However, Antiochus, before he died, called for Philip, 
who was one of bis companions, and made liim the guardian 
of his kingdom 5 and gave hitn his diadem, and his garment^ "^ 
and his ring, and charged him to carry them, and deliver them 
to his son Antiochus; and desured him tatake care of his 
educaticw, and to preserve the kingdom for him.t ^hi» 
Antiochuii died in the hundred forty and ninth year : but it 
was Lysias that declared his death to the multitude, and ap- 
pointed his son Antiochus to be king, (of whom at present 
he had the care,) and called him Eupator. 

3. At this time it was that the garrison in the citadel at Je- 
rusalem with the Jewish runagates, did a great deal of harm 
to the Jews ; for the soldiers that were in that garrison rush- 
ed out upon the sudden, and destroyed such as were going up 
to the temple in ofdeu to offer their sacrifices, for this citadel 
adjoined to, and overlooked the temple. When these mis- 
fortunes had often happened to them, Judas resolved to de- 
stroy that garrison ; whereupon he got all the people toge- 

* Since St. Paul, a Pharisee, confesses, that he had not known concu- 
)jiscence or desires, to he skiful, had not ihe tenth commandment said, 
Tkou shah not covet, Rom. vii. 7, fhe case /eems to have been much 
the samelvith our Josephus, who was of the same sect, that he had not 
a deep sense of the greatness of any sins that proceeded no farther than 
the intention. However, since Josephus speaks here properly of the 
punishment of deaths which is not inflicted by any law, either of God 
or man, for bare intention, his words need not be strained to mean, 
that sins intended', but not executed, were no sins at all. 

t No wonder that Josephus here describes Antiochus Eupator, as 
young, and wanting tuition, when he came to the crown, since Appian 
ihforms us, Syriac, p. 177, ihaa hc^was then but nine years otd. 
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thcr, and vigorously besieged those that were in the citadel. 
This was in the hundred and fiftieth year of the dominion of 
the Seleucidae. So he made engines of war, and erected 
bulwarks^ and very zealously pressed on to take the citadel : 
but there were not a few of the runagates whp were in tl:^ 
place, that went out by night into the country, and got to- 
other some other wicked men like themselves, and went to 
Antiochus the king^ and desired of him, that ^' he would not 
suffer them to be neglected, under the great hardships that 
)ay upon them from Uiose of their own n^^ion, and this be- 
cause their sufferings were occasioned on his father's ac- 
count, while they left the religious worship of their fathers, 
and preferred that which be had Commanded them to fullow : 
that there was danger lest the citadel and ihos^ihat were ap- 
pointed to garrison it by the king, should be tak^T)y Judas, 
and those that were with him, unless he would send them 
succours.'' When Antiochus, who was but a child, heard 
this, he was angr^, and sent for his captains, and his frieiids, 
and gave order, that they should get an army of mescenades 
^together, with such men also of his own. kingdom as were of 
an age fit for war. Accordingly, an army was collected of 
about one hundred thousancT footmen, and ti^enty thousand 
horsemen, and thirty^wo elephants. 

4. So the king took this army/ ^nd marched hastily out of 
Antioch, with.Lysias, who had the command of the whole, 
•and came to Idumea, ^d thence went jip to the city Belhsu- 
ra, a city that was strong, and not to be taken without great 
^iflSculty, he sat about this city and besieged it. And while 
the inhabitants of Bethsura courageously opposed him,. and 
sallied out upon him, and burnt his engines of war, .a great 
deal of time was spent in the siege. But when Judas i^ard 
©f the king's coming, he raised the siege of the citadel, and 
met the king, and pitched his camp in certain -straits, at a 
place called Bethzacharifih, at the distance of seventy furlongs 
from the enemy ; but the king sodn drew his forces from 
Bethsura, and brought them to those straits. And as soon 
as it was day, he put his men in battle array, and made his 
elephants follow one another through the narrow passes, bc^ 
cause they could not be set sideways by one another. Now 
round about every elephant there were a thousand 'footmen, 
and five hundred horsemen. - The elephants also had high 
towers [upon their backs,] and archers [in them .J And he 
also made the* rest of his, army to go up the mountains, and 
put his friends before the rest : and gave orders for the army 
to shout aloud,* and so he attacked the enemy. He also ex- 
posed to sight their golden and brazen shields, so that a glct^ 
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rious splendour was sent froni them ; and when they shout-* 
ed, the mountains echoed again. When Judas saw this, he 
was not terrified, hut received the enemy with great courage, 
and slew about six hundred of the first ranks. But when 
his brothet Eleazar, whom they called Aurariy saw the tallest 
of all the elephants armed with royal breast-plates, and sup- 
posed that the king was upon him, he attacked him with great 
quickness and bravery. He also slew many of those that 
were about the elephant, and scattered the rest, and then 
went under the bellj' of the elephant, and smote him, and 
slew him 5 so the elephant fell upon Eleazar, and by his 
weight crushed him to death. And thus did this man come 
to his end, when he had first courageously destroyed many 
of his enemies. 

5. But Judas, seeing the strength of the enemy, retired 
to Jerusalem, and prepared to endure a siege. As for Antio- 
chus, he sent a part of his army to Bethsura to besiege *it, 
and with the rest of his army he came against Jerusalem ^ 
but the inhabitants of Bethsura were terrified at his strength; 
and seeing that their provisions grew scarce, they delivered 
themselves up on the security of oaths, that they should suf- 
fer no hard treatment from the king. And when Antiochus 
had thus taken the city, he did them no other harm than send- 
ing them out naked. He also placed a garrison of his own 
in the city: but as for the temple of Jerusalem, he lay at its 
siege a long time, while they within bravely defended it, for 
what engines soever the king set against them, they set other 
engines again to oppose them. But then their provisions 
failed them ; what fruits of the ground they had laid up were 
spent, and the land being not ploughed that year, continued 
imsowed, because it was the seventh year, on which by our 
laws we are obliged to let it lie uncultivated. And withal so 
many of the besieged ran away for want of necessities, that 
but a few only were left in the temple. 

6. And these happened to be the circumstances of such ast 
were besieged in the temple. But then, because Lysias, the . 
general of the army, and Antiochus the king, were inform,ed,, 
that Philip was coming upon them out of Persia; and was 
endeavouring to get the management of public affairs to him- 
self, they came into thtse sentiments, to leave the siege^ and 
to make haste to go against Philip ; y t did they resolve not 
to let this be known to the soldiers, or to the officers : but 
the king commanded Lysias to speak openly to the soldiers, 
and the officers, without saying a word about the business of/ 
Philip ; and to intimate to them, that the siege would be very 
long J that the place was very strongj th^t they were al-r- 
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veady in want of provisions; that many afiairs of the king-^ 
dom wanted regulation ; and that it was much better' to make 
a league with the besieged, and to become friends to their 
whole nation, by permitting them to observe the laws of their 
ikthers, while they broke out into this war only because they 
were deprived of them, and so to depart home. When Ly- 
sias had discoursed thus to them, both the army and the offi- 
cers were pleased with this resolution. 

7. Accordingly, the king sent to Juda^, and to those that 
were besieged with them, and promised to give them peace^ 
and permit them to make use of, and live according to the 
laws of their fathers. And they gladly received his propo^ 
9aJs : and when they had gained security upon oath for their 
performance, they went out of the temple. But when An- 
tiochus came into it, and saw iipw. strong the place was, be 
broke his oaths, and (»rdered his army that was there to pluck 
down the walls to. the ground ; and , when he had so done, he 
Xetumed to Antioch: h^also carried with him Onias the 
high-priest, who was also called Menelaus; for Lysias ad- 
vised the king to slay Menelaus, if he would have the Jews 
be quiet, and cause him no^ farther disturi>ance, for that this 
man was the origin of alf the mischief the Jews had done 
them, by persuading ids father to compel the Jews to leTave 
the religion of th^lr^ (athers :- so the king sent Mendaus to 
Serea, a city of Sy ri^, and there had him put to death, when 
be had been hig|i-<ptiestjt^a years. He had been a wicked 
wd an impious man : %pd, la order to get the government to 
himself, had compelled his nation to transgress their owi^ 
laws. After the dea^h of Menehvus,^ Alcimus, who was call- 
ed Jacimus, was made* high-priest. But when king Antiochus 
ibund that Philip had-sQrj^y possessed himself of the go^ 
Temment, he> made Wjar a|£^nst him, and subdued him, an(| 
took him, and slew him. Now as to Onias, the son of the high^ 
|>riest, who, as we before intormed you, was left a child whea 
his father died, when h^ saw that the king had skin his un- 
^le Menelaus, and given the high-priesthood to Alcimus, who. 
was not of the high-pries]t stock, but as induced by Lysias to. 
translate that dignity from this iamily to another house, he. 
iled to Ptolemy king of Egypt, and when he found he was in 
freat esteem with hm», and with his wife, Cleopatra, he de- 
sired and obtained a place in th% Nomus of Heliopolis^ 
wherein he built a temple like to that at Jerusalem : *of which^ 
t(herefore, we shall hereafter give an account, in a place more 
fro^er for it. 
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CHAP. X. 

How Bacchides, the general of Demetrius* s army^ made an 
eocpedition agninst Judea^ and returned without success ; 
and how Nicanor was sent a little afterward against Judas, 
andperishedy together with his army: as also concerning 
the death of Alcimus, and the succession of Judas. 

^ I. About the same time, Demtetrius, the son of SeleiH 
cus, fled away from Rome, and took Tripoli, a city of Syria, 
and set the diadem on his own head. lie also gathered cer-^ 
tain mercenary soldiers together, and entered into his own 
kingdom, and was joyfully received by all who delivered 
themselves up to him. And when they had taken Antiochus 
the king, and Lysias, tbey brought them to him alive; both 
which ^ere immediately put to death by the command of 
Demetrius, when Antiochus had reigned two years, as we 
have already elsewhere related. But there were now many 
of the wicked Jewish runegates that came together to him, 
and with them Alcimus the high-priest, who accused the 
V^hole nation, and particularly Judas and his brethren ; and 
said, that, ^^ they had slain all his friends ; and that those in 
his kinr^lom that vere of his party, and waited for his re- 
turn, were by them put to death ; that these men had ejfect-. 
ed them out of their owp country, and caused them to be so- 
journers in a foreign land, and they desired that he would 
siend some one of his friends, and know from him, what mis-, 
chief Judas's party had done.'' 

2. At this Demetrius was ve^y angry, and sent Bacchides^ 
a friend of Antiochus Epiphanes, *a good man, and one tha^ 
bad been entrusted witU all iVtesopotamia, and gave him an 
army, and committed Alcimus tiie high-prkst to^is carej 
and g?ive him charge to slay Judas, and those that were with. 
Vim. So Bacchidesi made hastf, and went out of Antioch with 
bis army : and when he was come into Judea, he sent to Jun 
das, and his brethren, to discourse witl\ him about a league 
of friendship and peace,^ for he had a mind to take him by 
treachery : but Juda^ did not give credit to him,^ for he saw* 
that he came with so great an army as men do not bring when 
tbey come to make p^ace,^ but ta make war. However, some 

* It is no way probable (hat Josepbas Would call'Bacchidefy (hat bit- 
ter and bloody enemy of tbe Jews,:a9 our present copies have it> a man. 
{Qodf or kind^ and gentle. What th6 author of th^ first book of Macca.-. 
eeS) whom Josepbus here follows, instead of that cbaracier, says oC 
bim, 18, that he was a great man in the kin^dornt and faithful to the Sin^^ 
fi4tich.w«»rery probak^lf J4>9ephu4'«B^eaiungal«o. ^ ^^ 
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of the people acquiesced in what Bacchides caused to be pro- 
claimed; and supposing they should undergo no considerable 
harm from Alcimus, who was their countryman, they went 
over to them ; and when they had received oaths from both 
of them, that neither tliey themselves^ nor those of the same 
sentiments, should come to any harm, they intrusted them- 
selves with them: but Bacchides troubled not himself about 
the oaths he had taken, and slew three score of them, al- 
though by not keeping his faith with those that first went 
over, he deterred all the rest, who had intentions to go over 
to him, from doing it. But as he was gone out of Jerusalem, 
and was at the village called Bethz^thOy he sent out and caught 
many of the deserters, and some of the people also, and slew 
them all ; and enjoined all that lived in the country to sub- 
mit to Alcimus. So he left him there with some part of the 
army^thathe might have wherewith to keep the country in 
obedience, and returned to Anlioch to king Demetrius. 

3. But Alcimus was desirous to have the dominion more 
firmly assured to him : and understanding that if he could 
bring it about that the multitude should be his friends, he 
should govern with greater security, he spake kind words to 
them all, and discoursed to each oV them after an agreeable 
and pleasant manner, by which means he quickly haM a great 
body of men and an army about him, although the greater part 
of them were of the wicked, and. the deserters, With these 
whom he ysed as his servants and soldiers, he went over all 
the country, and slew all that he could find of Judas's party. 
But when Judas saw that Alcimus was already become great, 
and had destroyed many of the good and holy men of the 
country, he also went all over the country, and destroyed 
those that were <if the other's party. But when Alcimus 
saw that he was not able to oppose Judas, nor was equal to 
him in strength he resolved to apply himself to king Deme- 
trius for his assistance ; so Ke fame to Antioch, and irritated 
him against Judas, and acciBed him, alleging that he had un- 
dergone a great many miseries by his means, and that he 
would do more mischief, unless he were prevented, and 
brought to punishment, which must be done by sending a 
powerful force against him. 

4. So Demetrius being already of opinion that it would be 
a thing pernicious to his own affairs to overlook Judas, now 
be was becoming so great, sent against him Nicanor, the most 
kind and most faithful of all his friends ; for he it was'who fled 
away witi him from the city of Rome. He also gave hiia'as 
many forces as he thought sufficient for him to cojpn^ Ju- 
4i^ withal; and bid him uot to spare tbe nation at 8%,r;^!^e% 
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Nicanor w^us come to Jerusalem, he did not resolve to fight Ju- 
das immediately, but judged it better to get him into his pow- 
er by treachery ; so he sent him a message of peace, and said, 
^* There was no manner of necessity for them to fight and 
hazard themselves ; and that he would give him his oath that 
he would do him no harm, for that he only came with some 
friends, in order to let him know what king l^emetrius's in- 
tentions were^ and what opinion he had of th^r nation." 
When Nicanor had delivered this message, Judas and hi« 
brethren complied with him, and suspecting no deceit, they 
gave him assurances of friendship, and received Nicanor and 
his army; but while he was saluting ^udas, and they were 
talking together, he gs^re a certain signal to his own soldiers^ 
upon which they were to seize upon Judas ^ but he perceiv- 
ed the treachery, and ran back to his own soldiers, and fled 

^ away with them. So upon this discovery of his purpose, and 
of the^nares laid for Judas, Nicanor determined to make 
opeli war with him, and gathered his army together, and pre- 
paced for fighting him ; and upon joining batde with him at 
a certain village called Capharsalama, he beat *Judas, and 
forced hi|^ to fiy to that chadel which was at Jerusalem. 

5. And when Nicanor came down from the citadel unto the 
temple, some of the priests and elders met him, and saluted 
him ; and shewed him the sacrifices which they said they of- 
fered to God for their king: upon which he blas])hemed; 
and threatened them, that unless the people would deliver 
up Judas to him, upon his return, he would pull down their 
temple. And when he had thus ^threatened them, he depart- 

^ ed from Jerusalem : but the priests fell into tears, out of 
grief of what he had said ; and besought God to deliver them 
from their enemies. But now for Nicanor, when he was 
gone out of Jerusalem, and was at a certain village called 
Bethoron, he t^ere pitched bis camp, another army out of 
Syria having joinf^ him. And Judas pitched his camp at 
Adasa, another village, which was thirty furlongs distant from 
Betjioron, having no more than one thousand soldiers. And 
when he had encouraged them not to be dismayed at the mul- 
titude of tlieir enemies, nor to regard hciw many they were 
against whom they were going to fight, but to consider who 

• Josephus's copies iru t have been corrupted when they here give 
victory to ISicanor, conlrary lo (be words following, which imply, that 
he who was beaten fled iiito the citadel, \\ hich for certain belonged to 
t\\e city of David, or to mount Zion, and was in the possession of Nica- 
II »r's garrison, and not of Judas*s; as also It is contrary to the express 
words of Josephus's original auj^r, 1 Maccab. vii. 32, who says, that 
IVicaaor lost about 50CO men, and fled lo the city of David. 
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they themselves were, and for what great rewar^ls they ha- 
zarded themselves, and ta attack the enemy courageously, be 
led them out to fight, and joining battle with Nicanor, which 
proved to be a severe one, he overcame the enemy, and 
slew many of them ; and at last Nicanor himself, as he was 
fighting gloriously, fpll. Upon whose fall, the army did not 
stay, but when they had lost their general, they were put to 
flight, and threw down their arms ; Judas also pursued them, 
and slew them ; and gave notice by the sound of the trum- 
pets to the neighbouring villages, that he had conquered tiie 
enemy; which, when the inhabitants heard, they put on 
their armour hastily, an^ met their enemies in the face, as 
they were running away, and slew tKem, insomuch that not 
one of them escaped out of this battle, and were in nimiber 
nine thousand. This victory hafipened to fall on the thir- 
teenth day of that month, which by the Jews is called Adar, 
and by the Macedonians Dystrus : and th« Jews^tkd-eon ce- 
lebrate this victory every year, and esteem it as a festival 
day. After which the Jewish nation were^ for a while, free 
from wars, §nd enjoyed peace ; but afterward they returned 
into their former state of wars and hAzard* ♦ 

6. But nolv, as the high-priest Alcimus was resolving to 
pull down the wall of thSe sanctuary^ wfeich^ had been there 
of old time, and had been built by the holy propftets, *be 
was smitten suddenly by God, and fell down. This stroke 
made him fall down speechless upon the ground ; and under- 
going torments for many days, he. at length died, when he 
had >een high-priest four years. And when he was dead, the 
people bestowed ihe high-priesthoocl on Judas; who hearing 
of the power tofthe Romans, and that they had conquered 
in war, Galatia, and Iberia, and Carthage, and Lybia; and 
that besides these, they had subdued Greece, and their kings, 
Perseus, and Philip, and Antiochus the Great also, he re- 
solved to enter into a league of friendship with them. He, 
therefore, sent to Rome some of his friends, Eupolemus, the 
son of John, and Jason, the son of Eleazar, and by them de- 

* This account of ihe miserable death of Alcimus or Jacimus, the 
wicked high priest, (the first that was not of the family of the high- 
priests, and made by a vile heathen, Lysias,) before the death of Judas, 
and of Judas's succession to him as high-priest, both here, and at the 
conclusion of this book, directly contradicts 1 Maccab. ix. 54 — 57, 
which places his death after the death of Judas, and says not a syllable 
of the high-priesthood of Judas. 

t How well the Koman histories agree to this account of the con- 
quests and powerful condition of the Romans at this time, see the notes 
in Havercamp's edition; only, that tljip number ofihe senators of Kome 
was then ju^t 320; is, 1 think; only known from 1 Maccab. vtii. 15. 
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sired the Romans that they would assist them, aad be their 
friends, and would write to Demetrius that he would not fight 
against the Jews. So the senate received the ambassadors 
that came from Judas to Rome, and discoursed with them 
about the errand; on which they came, and then granted them 
a league of assistance. They also made a decree concerning 
it, and sent a copy of it into Judea. It was also laid up in 
the Capitol, and engraven in brass. The decree itself was 
this : " The decree of the senate concerniag a league of as- 
sistance and friendship with the nation of .the Jews. It shall 
not be lawful for any that are subject to the Romans to make 
war with the nation of the Jews,' nor to assist those that do 
so, either by sending them corn, or ships, or money : and if 
any attack be made upon the Jews, the Romans shall assist 
them as far as thiey are able; and again, if aiiy attack be made 
upon the Romans, the Jews shall assist them. And if the 
Jews have a mind to add to, or take away any thing from this 
league of assistance, that shkll be done with the common 'con- 
sent of the Romans. And whatsoever addition shall he thus 
made it shall be o( force.'' This decree was written by Eu- 
polemus the son of John, and by Jason the son. of Eleazar, 
*when Judas was high-priest of the nation, and Simon his 
brother was general of the army. And this was the first 
league that the Romans made with the Jews, and was manag- 
ed after this manner. 



CHAP. XL 

That Bacehides teas sent out against Judas / and liow Judas 
fell as he was courageously Jighting. 

^ 1. But when Demetrius was informed of the death of 
Nicanor, and of the destruction of the army that was with 
him, he sent Bacehides again with an army into Judea, who 
marched out of Antioch, and came into Judea, and pitched his 
camp at Arebela, a city of Galilee ; and having besieged and 
taken those that were in caves, (for many of the people had 
fied into such places) he removed, and made all the haste he 
cbtild to Jerusalem. And when he had learned that Judas had 
pitched his camp at a certain village whose name was Bethzetho^ 
ke Jed his army against him : they were twenty thousand foot- 

■ I 11 I III I I III mmmmmmtmm ' " 1 ■■— — ^ I "« > - 

* This subscription is wanting, 1 Maccab. viii. 17, 29, and roust be 
4be words of Josepbus, who, by mistake, thoughti as we have Just now 
seen, that Judai was at this time high*prieet, and accordingly then reck- 
oned his brother Jonathan to be then general of the army, which yet 
he seems not to have been till after the death of Judas. 
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men, and two thousand horsemen. Now Judas had no more 
soldiers than *one thousand. When these saw the multitude 
of Bacchides's ihen, they were afraid, and left their camp, and 
ded all away, excepting eight hundred. Now when Judas 
was deserted by his own soldiers, and the enemy pressed 
upon him, and gave him no time to gather his army toge- 
ther, he was disposed to fight with Bacchides's army, though 
he had but eight hundred men with him ; so he exhorted 
these men to undergo the -danger courageously, and encour* 
aged them to attack the enemy. And when they said they 
were not a body sufficient to fight so great an arjaiy, and ad- 
vised that they shoud retire now,' and save themselves, and 
that when he had gathered his own men together, then he 
should fall upon the enemy afterwards, his answer was this: 
'^ Let not the sun ever see such a thing that I should show my 
back to the enemy ; and although this be the time that will bring 
me to my end, and I must die in this battle,! will rather stand 
to it courageously, and beat whatsoever comes upon me, than 
by now running away, bring reproach upon my former grrat 
actions, or tarnish their glory." This was the speech he 
made to those that remained with him, whereby he encourag- 
ed them to attack the enemy. 

2. But Bacchides drew his army out of their camp, and put 
them in array for the battle^ He set the horsemen en 
both the wings, and the light soldiers and the archers be 
placed before the whole army, bilt he was himself on the 
right wing. And when he had thus put his aiTmy in order of 
iiattle, and was going to join battle with the enemy, he coift- 
manded the trumpeter to give a signal of battle, and the ar^ 
my to make a shout, and to fall on the enemy. And when 
Judas had done the same, he joined battle with them; and 
as both sides fought valiantly, and the batde continued till 
sunset, Judas saw that Bacchides, and the strongest part of 
the army, was in the right wing, and thereupon took the 
most courageous men with him, and ran upon that part of the 
army, and fell upon those that were there, and broke their 
ranks, and drove them into the middle, and forced them to 
run away, and pursued them as far as to a mountain called 
Asa: but when those of the left wing saw that the right wing 
was put tonight, they encompassed Judas, and pursued him, 
ftnd came behind him, and took him into the middle of their ar- 

* That this eopy of Josephus, as he wrote it, bad here not 1000, bat 
8000, with 1 Mace. ii. 5, is very plain, because, though the main part 
ran away at first, even in Josepbu, as well as in 1 Mace. is. 6, yet, as 
there, to here 800 are said to have remained with Judas, which would 
be al^urd, if the whole number had been no more than 1000. 
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my; so not being able to fly, but encompassed round about with 
enemies, be stood stilly and he and those that were with him 
fought : and when he had slain a great many of those that came 
against him^ he at last was himself wounded, and fell, and gave 
up the ghost, and died in a way like to his former famous ac- 
tions. When Judas was dead, tjiose that were with him had 
no one whom they could regard [as their commander ;] but 
when they saw themselves deprived of such a general, they 
fled. But Simon, and Jonathan, Judas's brethren, receivecf 
his dead body by a treaty from the enemy, and carried it to 
the village of Modin, wbere their father had been buried, and 
there buried him; while the multitude lamented him many 
days, and performed the usual solemn rites of a funeral to 
him. And this was the end that Judas eame to. He had 
been a man of valour, and a great warrior, and mindful of the 
commands of their father Mattathias; and had undergone all 
difficulties, both in doing and suffering, for the liberty of his 
countrymen.- And when bis character was so excellent [while 
lie wiis alive,J he left behind him a glorious reputation and 
memorial, by gaining freedom for his nation^ and delivering 
them from slavery under the Macedonians. And when he 
kad retained the high-priesthood three years, he died. 
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CONTAINING AN INTERVAL OF 82 TEAltS, 
^From the death of Judas Maccabeus to the deatb of Queen Alexandra} 

CHAP. I. 

Sow Jonathan took the government after his brother Judas : 
and how he^ together with hu brother Simon^ waged war' 
against Bacchides. 

§ 1. By what means the nation of the Jews recovered 
their freedom when they had been brought into slavery by 
the Macedonians, and what struggles, and how great battles 
Judas, the general of their army, ran through, till he was 
slain, as he was fighting for them, hath been related in the 
foregoing book. But after he was dead, all the wicked, and 
those that transgressed the laws of their forefathers, sprang 
up again in Judea, and grew upon them, and distressed them 
on every side. A famine also assisted their wickedness, and 
afflicted the country, till, not a (ewj who, by reason of their 
want of necessaries^ and because they were not able to bear 
up against the miseries that both the famine and their ene- 
mies brought upon them, deserted their country, and went 
to the Macedonians. And now Bacchides gathered those 
Jews together who had apostatized from the accustomed way 
of living of their forefathers, and chose to live like their 
neighbours, and committed the care of the coihitry to them ; 
who also caught the friends of Judas, and those of his party, 
and delivered them up to Bacchides, who^ when he had, in. 
the first place, tortured and tormented them at his pleasure, 
fae, by that means, at length, killed them. And when this ca- 
lamity of the Jews had become so great, as they never had 
experience of the like, since their return out of Babylon, 
those that remained of the companions of Judas, seeing that 
the nation was ready to be destroyed after a miserable man- 
ner, came to his brother Jonathan, and desired him that be 
would imitate his brother, and that care which he took of 
tiis countrymen, fo^; whose liberty in general he died also^ 
4nd that be would not permit the nation to be without a go- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Chap.L ANTIQtriTlEg, &c. 6». 

veraor, especially in those destructive circumstances wbere^^ 
in it now was. And when Jonathan said, that he was ready 
to die for them, and was indeed esteemed no way inferior t<» 
his brother, he was appointed to be the general of the Jewish 
army. 

2. When Bacchides heard this, he was afraid that Jonathan 
might be very troublesome to the king and the Macedonians^ 
as Judas had been before him, he sought how he might slay 
bim by treachery^ but this intention of his was not unknown 
to Jonathan, nor to his brother Simon ; but when these two 
were apprised of it, they took all their companions, and pre^ 
sently fled into that wilderness which was nearest to the city ; 
and when they were come to the lake called Asphar, they 
abode there. But when Bacchides was sensible that they 
were in a low state, and were in that place, he hasted to fall 
upon them with al^ his forces, and pitching his camp beyond 
Jordan, he recruited his army : but when Jonathan knew thajt 
Bacchides was coming upon bim, he sent his brother John^ 
who was also called Gaddis, to the Nabatean Arabs, that h^ 
might lodge the baggage with them until the battle with BaOf 
chides should be over, for they were the Jews* friends. And 
the sons of Ambri laid an ambush ibr John, from the city Me» 
daba, and seized upon him, and upon those that were with 
him and plundered all that they had with them : they alsc^ 
slew John, and all his companions. However, they were suf- 
ficiently punished for what they now did, by John- s brethren, 
as we shall relate presently. 

3. But when Bacchides knew that Jonathan had pitched 
his camp among the lakes of Jordan, he observed when their 
Sabbath-day came, and then assaulted him, as supposing that 
he would not fight because of the law [for resting on that day :J 
but he exhorted his companions/ [to fight;] and told them^ 
that their liv^s were at stake, since tliey were encompassed 
by the river, and by their enemies, and had no way to escape, 
for that their enemies pressed upon then^ before; and the 
river was behind them. So after he had prayed to God to 
give them the victory, he joined battle with the enemy, of 
whom he overthrew many : and as he saw Bacchides coming 
up boldly to him, he stretched out his right hand to smite 
him, but the other foreseeing and avoiding his stroke, Jona- 
than with his companions leaped into the river and swam over 
il, and by that means escaped beyond Jordan, while the ene- 
my did not pass over that river; but Bacchides returned pre- 
»ent\y to the citadel at Jerusalem, having lost about two thou- 
sand of his army. He also fortified many cities of Jiidea^ 
irbose walls had been demolished, Jericho, and Emmaus antl 
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Bethhoron^ and Bethel^ and Timna, and Pharatho, and Tecoa^ 
lund Gazara, and built towers in every one of these cities, 
«md encompassed them with strong walls, that were very large 
also, and put garrisons into them, that they might issue out of 
them, and do mischief to the Jews. He also fortified the ci- 
tadel at Jerusalem more than all the rest. Moreover, he took 
Ae sons of the principal Jews as pledges, and shut them up 
in the citadel, and in that manner guiJded it. 

4. About the same time, one came to Jonathan, and to his 
l^other Simon, and told theifi that the sons of Ambri were 
celebrating a marriage, and bringing the bride from the city 
Gabatha, who was the daughter of one of the illustrious mes 
-among the Arabians, and that the damsel was to be conducted 
with pomp, and splendour, and much riches : so Jonathan and 
Simon thinking this appeared to be the fittest time for them to 
fivenge the death of their brother, and that they had forces 
i^ufficient for receiving satisfaction from them for his death, 
they made haste to Medaba, and lay in wait among the moun^; 
tains for the coming of their enemies; and as soon as they 
saw them conducting the virgin, and her bridegroom, and such 
m great company of their friends with them, as was to be ex* 
pected at this wedding, they sallied out of their ambush, and 
slew them all; and took their ornaments, and all the prey that 
then followed them, and so returned, and received this satis* 

' faction for their brother John from the sons of Ambri; for as 
well those sons themselves^ as tHeir friends, and wives, and 
children, that followed them, perished, being in number about 
four hundred. 

5. However, Simon and Jonathan returned to the lakes of 
the river, and abode there: but Bacchides, when he had se- 
cured all Judea with his garrisons, returned to the king; and 
then it was that the affairs of Judea were quiet for two years. 
But when the deserters, and the wicked, saw that Jonathan 
and those that were with him, lived in the country very quiet- 
ly, by reason of the peace, they sent to king Demetrius, and 
excited bira to send Bacchides to seize upon Jonathan, which 
they s€ud was to be done without any trouble,, and in one 
night's time; and that if they fell upon them before they were! 
aware, they might slay them all. So the king sent Bacchides, 
who, when he was coming into Judea, wrote to all his friends, 
both Jews and auxiliaries, that they should seize upon Jona-t 
than, ^nd bring him to him ; and when, upon all their endeav- 
ours, they were not able to seize upon Jonathan, for he was 
sensible of the snares they laid for him, and very carefully 
guarded against them, Bacchides was angry at these deserters, 
as having imposed on him, and on the king, and slew fifty of 
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their leaders: whereupon Jonathan with his brother, and 
those that were with him, retired to Bethgala, a village that 
lay in the wilderness, out of his fear of Bacchides. He also 
built towers, in-it, ai^d encompassed it with walls, and took 
care that it should be safely guarded. Upon the hearing of 
which, Bacchides led his- own array along with him, and be- 
sides took the Jewish auxiliaries, and came agahist Jonathan, 
and made an assatijt upop his fortifications, and besieged him 
many days ; but Jonathdn did not abate of his courage at the 
zeal Bacchides shoWrd in the siege, but courageously opposed 
|jim : and while he left his brother Simon in the city to fight 
;with Bacchides, he went privately out himself into the coun- 
try, and got a great body 'of men together of his own party, 
^nd fell upon Bacchides's camp iif the night-time, and destroy- 
ed a great many of them. Hi's brother Simon knew also of 
this his falling upon them, because he perceived that the ene- 
mies were slain by him, so he sallied out upon them, and 
burnt the engines which the Macedonians used, and made 
a great slaughter of them. And when Bacchides saw himself 
encompassed with enemies, and some of them before, and 
some behind him, he fell into despair, and trouble of mind, 
as confounded at the unexpected ill success of this siege. 
However, he vented his displeosure at these misfortunes upon 
those deserters, who sent for him from the king, as hafving de- 
luded him. So he had a mind to finish ihe siege after a decent 
manner, if it were possible for him so to do, and then to re- 
turn hopie. N 

6. When Jonathan understood these his interitiops, he sent 
ambassadors to him about a league of friendship and mutual^ 
assistance, and that they might restore those they had taken 
captives on both sides. So Bacchides thought this a pretty 
decent w^y of retiring Home, and made a league of friendship 
with Jonathan^ when they sware that they would not any 
more make war one against another. Accordingly, he restor- 
ed the captives, and took his own men with him, and return- 
ed to the king of Antioch y and after this his departure, he 
never came into Judea again. Then did Jonathan take the 
opportunity of this quiet state of thii^, and went and lived in 
the city of Michmash; and there governed the multitude, and- 
punished-the wicked and ungodly> and by that means, purge*, 
ihe nation of ;them.. 
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CHAP. 11. 

ftow Alexander^ [Bala^ in hi* war with Demetrius j granted 
Jonathan mqn^ advantages^ and appointed him to be high^ 
priest, and persuaded him to assist him, although Devictritie 
promised him greater advantages on the other side. Con* 
cerning thejdeath of Demetrius, 

%1. Now In the hundred and sixtieth 3£ear9 it fi^l out that 
Alexander, the *son of Antiochus Cpiphanes, came up into 
Syria^ and took Ptolemais, the soldiers within having betray-*' 
«d it to.them, for they were at enmity with Demetrius, on ac- 
count of his insolence, and difficulty of access ; for he shut 
himself up in a palace of his that had four towers, which he 
had built himself, not far from Antioch, and admitted nobody. 
Ile^y;^ witl}al slothful and negligent about the public affairs, 
where% die hatred of his subjects was the more kindled 
against him, as we have elsewhere already related. When 
therefore Demetrius heard that Alexander was in Ptolemais, 
he took his whole army and led it against him: he also sent 
ambassadors to Jonathan, about a league of mutual assist- 
ance and friendship, for he resolyed to be beforehand with Al- 
exander,^ lest the other should treat with him first, and gaia 
assistance from him; and this he did out of the fear he had, 
lest Jipjiafllah should remember how ill Demetrius had for- 
merly Ire^tedhiA); and should join with him in this war against 
faim. ^e therefore gave orders that Jonathan should be al* 
lowed to "Iraise an a.rmy, and should get armour made, and 
should receive back those hostages of the Jewish nation, 
whom Bacchides had shut up hi the citadel of Jerusalem. 
When this good fortiuie had befallen Jonathan, by the con- 
cession of Demetrius, he came to Jerusalem, and read the 
king's letter, in the audience of the people, and of those that 

* This Alexander Bala, who certainly pretended to be the son of An* 
tiochus £pipbane5| and was owned for such by the Jews and Romans^ 
and many others, and yet is by several historians deemed to be a coan- 
terfeit, and of no family at all, is, however, by Josephus believed to. 
kave been the real son of that AntK>chus, and by him always spoken of 
Itecordiogly. And tmJy, since the original contemporary ana authen- 
tic author of the first book of Maccabees, z. f, calls hitiEi by his father'f 
mame, Epiphaues, and says he was the son of Antiochus, I suppose tbe 
other writers, who are all much later, are not to be followed against 
•ueh evidence, though perhaps £piphanes might have him by a womaa 
-•f no family. The king of Eg^pt also, Philometor, soon gave hira his 
daughter in marriage/ whici|be would hardly have done, had he be- 
lieved him to be a eoanterieiti ao4 of Ki ytiy moaa « )»irth n tHIaflb 
lil9tori9B8 (pretend. 
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Jtept ihe citadel. When these were read, these wicked men, 
and deserters, who were in the citadel, were greatly afraid, 
upon the king's permission to Jonathan to rafse an army, and 
to receive back the hostages : so he delivered every one of 
them to his own parents. And thus did Jonathan make his 
abode at Jerusalem, renewing the city to a better state, and 
reforming the buildings as he pleased, for he gave orders 
that the walls of the city should be rebuilt with square stones, 
that it might be more secure from their enemies. And 
when those that kept the garrisons that were in Judea saw 
this, they all left them and fled to Antioch; excepting those 
that were in the city Bethsura, and those that were in the ci- 
tadel of Jer'.isalem, for the greater part of these was of the 
wicked Jews and deserters, and on that account, these did not 
deliver up their garrisons. 

2. When Alexander knew what promises Demetrius had 
made Jonathan, anji withal knew his courage, and what great 
things he had done when he fought the Macedonians, and be* 
Sfides, what hardships he had undergone by the means of De- 
metriys, and of Bacchides, the general of Demetrius's army, 
he told his friends, that " he could not at present find any 
one else that might afford him better assistance than Jona« 
than, who was both courageous against his enemies, and had 
a particular hatred against Demetrius, as having both suffer- 
ed many hard things from him, and acted many hard things 
against him: if therefore they were of opinion, that they 
should make him their friend against Demetrius, it was more 
for their advantage to invite him to assist them now than at 
another time.*^ It being, therefore, determined by him and 
his friends to sen4 to Jonathan, he wrote to him this epistle : 
"King Alexander to Ws brother Jonathan, sendeth greeting: 
We have long ago heard of thy courage, and thy fidelity, and 
for that reason have sent to thee, to make with thee a league 
of friendship and mutual assistance. We therefore do ordain 
thee this day the high-priest of the Jews, and that thou beest 
called my . friend. 1 have also sent thee, as presents, a pur- 
ple robe, and a golden crown, and desire, that now thou ar^ 
by us honoured, thou wilt in .the like manner respect us^ 
also.^* 

3. When Jonathan had received this letter, he *putott. 

I ' ■ ■ '■ I ■ , ,1 — -^ ' r 

• Since Joaathao plainly did not pat bo the pontifical robes till seven ' 
or eight ^ears after the death pf his brother Judas, or not till the feast 
of tabernacles, in the 160th of the Seleucidae, I Maqcab. x. 21, Petitas's 
entendation seems here to deserve consideration, who, instead of afier 
/our year9 tinee the death of his brother Judaic would have us read, an<t 
thwtfrn tftw^ifjM ymi m^ th^ dnttk tf h^t ^oibtr Jindan. Thte. 
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tlie pontifical robe at the time of the feast of tabernacles^ foo? 
)^ears after the death of his brother Judas^ for at that time 
no high-priest bad been made. So he raised great forces, 
and had abundance of armour got ready. This greatly griev- 
ed Demetrius when he heard of it, and made him blame him- 
self for his slowness, that he had not prevented Alexander^ 
and got the good-will of Jonathan, but had given him lime so 
to do. However, he also himself wrote a letter to Jonathan, 
and to the people; the contents whereof are these: ^'King 
Deraetriusto Jonathan, and to the nation of the Jews, send- 
eth greeting : Since you have preserved your friendship for 
MS ; and when you have been tempted by our enemies, yoU 
have not joined yourselves to them ; I both commend you 
for this your fidelity, and exhort you to continue in the same 
disposition, for which you shall be repaid, and receive re- 
wards from us : for 1 will free you from the greatest part .of* 
the tributes and taxes which you formerly paid to the kings 
my predecessors and to myself; ^ad I do now set you free 
from those tributes which you have ever paid ; and besides, 
I forgive you the tax upon salt, and ♦the value of the crowns 
which you used; to offer to me: and instead of the third. pact 
of die fruits [of the field,] and the half of the fruits of the 
trees, I relinquish my part of then) from this day : and as to 
the poll-money, which ought to be given me for every head 
of the inhabitants of Judea, and of, the three toparchies thai 
adjoin to Judea,* Samaria, and Gnlilee, and ^erea, that I re- 
linquish to you for this time, and for all time to come. 1 will, 
also, that the city pf Jerusalem be holy and inviolable, and 
free from, the tythe, ajid from th^ t9xes, unto its utmost 
bounds : and I so far recede from my title to the citadel, as 
to permit Jonathan your high-priest ta possess it, that he may 
place such a garrison in it as he approves. of for fidelity and 
good-will to himself that he may keep it for us. I also 
make free all those Jews who have been made captives anc} 
slaves in my kingdom. I also give order, that (he beasts of 
the Jews be not pressed^for our service : and let their Sabr 
baths, and all their festivals, and three days before each of 
them, be free frofp any imposition. In the same manner, I 
set free the Jews that are inhabitants in my kingdom^ and 

would tolerably well aereo With the date of the Maccabees^ and with 
Josephus's own eiact chrooology, ^at the end of the 'twentieth book of 
these Antiquities, which the present text cannot be made to do. 

*• Ta)ce Grotius's note here . <^ The Jews, says be, were wont to pre» 
sent crouiriM to the kings [of Syria ;] aftecwards that gold, whiph wat 
paid instead of those crowns, or which was eipended in making^ thent^, 
^jBt ci^led tbe crgum gold, and the $rown tax" On 1 A^cojibt x^ S%^ 
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orcler that no injury be done them. I also give leave to such 
of theo) as are willing to list themselves in my army, that they 
may do it, and those as far as thirty thousand ; which Jewish 
soldiers, wheresoever they go, shall have the same pay that 
my own array hath : and some of them I will place in my gar- 
risons, and some as guards about mine own body, and as ru- 
lers over those that are in my court. I give them leave also 
to use the laws of their forefathers, and to observe them ; 
and I will, that they have power over the three toparchies 
that are added to Judea; and it shall be in the power of the 
high-priest, to take care that no one Jew shall have any other 
temple for worship but only that at Jerusalem. I bequeath 
also, out of my own revenues, yearly, for the expenses about 
the sacrifices, one hundred and fifty thousand [drachmae ;] 
and what money is to spare, I will that it shall be your own. 
I also release to you those ten thousand drachmae which the 
kings received from the temple, because they appertain to 
the priests that minister in that temple. And whosoever 
shall fly to the temple at Jerusalem, or to the places thereto 
belonging, or who owe the king money, or are there on any 
other account, let them be set free, and let their goods be in safe- 
ty. I also give you leave to repair and rebuild your temple, and 
that all be done at my expenses. I also allow you to build the 
walls of your city, and to erect high towers, and that they be 
erected at my charge. And if there be any fortified town 
that would be convenient for the Jewish country to have very 
strong, let it be so built at my expenses." 

4. This was what Demetrius promised, and granted to the 
Jews, by this letter. But king Alexander raised a great ar* 
my of mercenary soldiers, and of those that deserted to him 
out of Syria, and made an expedition against Demetrius. 
And when it was come to a battle, the left wing of Demetrius 
put those who opposed them to flight, and pursued them ,a 
great way, and slew many of them, and spoiled their camp ; 
but the right wing, where Demetrius liappened to be, was 
beaten; and as for all the rest they ran away: but Deme- 
trius fought courageously, and slew a great many of the ene- 
my ; but as he was in the pursuit of the rest, his horse car- 
ried him into a deep bog, where it was hard to get out, and 
there it happened, that upon his horse's falling down, he 
could not escape being killed; for when his enemies saw 
what had befallen him, they returned back and encompassed 
Demetrius found, and they all tlirew their darts at him ; but 
he being now on foot, fought bravely, but at length he re- 
ceived so many wounds, that he was not able to bear up any 
longer, but fell. And this is the end that Demetrius came to, 
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when he had reigned ^eleven years, as we have elsewhere 
related. 



CHAP. IIL 

The friendsldp that was between Onias and Ptolemy Philom^ 
eior, and how Onia% built a temple in Egypt like to that at 
Jerusalem. 

% 1, Bu^ then the son g{ Onias the high-priest, who was 
of the same name wkh his father, and wha fled to king Ptole- 
my, who was called Fhilometor^ lived now at Alexandria, as 
we have said already. When this Onias saw that Judea was 
oppressed by the Macedonians, and their kings, out of de- 
sire to purchase to himself a memorial and eternal fame, he 
resolved to send to king Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra, to 
ask leave of them that he might build a temple at Egypt like 
to that at Jerusalem, and might ordain Levites and priests out 
of their own stock. The chief reason why he was desirous 
90 to do, was, that he relied upon the prophet Isaiah, who 
lived above six hundred years before, and foretold, that there 
certainly was to be a temple built to Almighty God m Egypt 
by a man that was a Jew. Onias was elevated with this pre- 
diction 5 and wrote the following epistle to Ptolemy and Cleo- 
patra : ** Having done many and great things for you in the 
affairs of the war, by the assistance of Gx)d, and that in Goe- 
losyria and Phoenicia, I came at length with the Jews to Le- 
ontopolis and to other places of your nation, where I found 
that the greatest part of your people had temples in an im- 
proper manner, and that, on this account, they bare ill-will 
one against another, which happens to the Egpytians by rea- 
son of the multitude of their temples, and the difference of 
opinion about divine worship. Now I found a very fit place 
in a castle that hath its name from the country Diana ; this 
place is full of materials of several sorts, and replenished 
with sacred animals: I desire, therefore, that you will grant 
me leave to purge this holy place, which belongs to no mas- 
ter, and is fallen down, and to build there a temple to Al- 
mighty God, after the pattern of that in Jerusalem, and o{ 
the same dimensions, that may be for the benefit of thyself, 
and thy wife, and children, that those Jews which dwell in 
Egypt may have a place whither they may come and meet 
together in mutual harmony one with anotlier, and be sub- 

** Since the rest ol' ihe historians now extant give this Deoietrius 13 
years, anU Josephus only 1 1 years. Dean Prideaua does not amiss in i^- 
eribing to him the me^n oumber 12. 
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servient to thy advantages; for tlie prophet Isaiah foretold, 
that * there should be an altar in Egypt to the Lord Godir 
and many other such things did he prophesy relating to that 
place." 

2. •And this was what Onms wrote to king Ptolemy. Now 
any one may observe his piety, Snd that of his sister and 
wife Cleopatra's, by that epistle which they wrote in answer 
to it; for they laid the blame and the transgression of the 
law upon the head of Onias. And this was their reply : 
^ King Ptolemy and queen Cleopatra to Onias, send greeting: 
We have read thy petition, wherein thou desirest leave to be 
given thee to purge that temple which is fallen down at Le- 
ontopolis in the Nomus of Heliopolis, and which is named 

^ It seems to me, contrary to the opinion of Josephus, and of the mo* 
dernsy both Jews and Christians, tliat this prophecy of Isaiah, xix. 19^ 
&c. In tkat day there shall be an aliar to the Lord in the midtt of the 
land of Egypt i ^e. directly foretold the l^uildiiig of this temple of Onias 
in £gypt, and was a sufficient warrant io the Jews for building it, and 
for worshipping the tm6 God, the God of Israel, therein. See Authent; 
Rec. ii. p. 755. That God /vdos to hav« soon better accepted of the 
sacrifices and prayers here offered him than those at Jerusalem, see th# 
note on ch. x. § 7. And truly the marks of Jewish corruption or inter* 
polalion in this text, in order to discourage their people from approving 
of the worship of God here, are very strong, and highly deserve our 
consideration and correction. The foregoing verse in Isaiah runs thus 
in our common copies, In ifiai day shall ^ve cit^s in the land of Egifpt 
tpeak the language of Canaan, [the Hebrew language ; shall be full of 
Jews, whose sacred books were in Hebrew,] and swear to the Lord of 
hosts. One [or the $rst] shall be called tlie city of destruction. Isa. xx. 18. 
' A strange name, dty of destruction f upon so joyful an occasion, and a 
name never heard of in the land of Elgypt, or perhaps in any other na» 
tion. The old reading was evidently thq city of the sunt or Heliopolisr 
and Onkelos in effect, and Symmachus, w)lii the Arabic version, entire- 
ly confess that to be the true reading. The Septuagint also, though 
they have the text disguised in the common copies, and call it ^sedek, 
Che city of righteousness; yet in two or three other copies, the Hebrew 
word itself for the sun, Acherfs or Thnresy is preserved. And since 
Onias insists with the king and queen, that Isaiah's prophecy contained 
caany other predictions relating to this place besides the words by hiia 
recited, it is highly probable that these were especially meant by him ; 
and that one main reason why he applied this prediction to himself, and 
to his prefecture of Heliopolis, which Dean Prideaux well prove* was 
in that part of Egypt, and why he chose to build in that prefecture of 
Helropelis, though otherwise an improper place, was this, that the same 
authority that he had for building this temple in E^pt, the very same 
he had tot building it in his, own prefecture of Heliopolis also, which. 
. jhe desired to do, and which he did accordingly. Dean Prideaux has" 
much ado to avoid seeing this corruption of the Hebrew, but it being 
In support of his own opinion about this temple he durst not see it; and 
indeed he reasons here in the most weak and most injudicious manner 
possible. 3ee him at the year 149. 
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from the country Btihastis^ on which account we cannot but 
wonder that it should be pleasing to God to have a temple 
erected In a place so unclean, and so full of sacred animals: 
but since thou sayest that Isaiah the proiphet foretold this 
long agOy we give thee leave to do it, if it may be done ac- 
cording to your law, and so that we may not i'ppear to have 
at all offended God herein*" 

5. So Onias took the place, and built a temple and an altar 
to God, like indeed to that in Jerusalem, but smaller, and 
poorer. I do not think it proper for me now to describe its 
dimensions, or its vessels, which have been already describ- 
ed in my seventh book of 'the wars of the Jews. However, 
Onias found other Jews like to himself, together with priests 
and Levites, that there performed divine service. But we 
have said enough about this temple. 

4. Now it came to pass that the Alexan^ian Jews, and 
those Samaritans who paid their worship to the temple that 
was built in the days of Alexander at mount Gerizzim, did 
now make a sedition one against another, and disputed about 
their temples before Ptolemy hinttcU*, the Jews saying, that, 
according to the laws of Moses, the temple was to be built at 
Jerusalem ; and the Samaritans saying, that it was to be built 
atGerizzim. They desired, therefore, the king to sit with 
his friends, and hear the debates about these matters, and 
punish those with death who were baffled. Now Sabbeus 
and Theodosius managed the argument for the Samaritans,' 
and Andronicus, the son of Messelamus, for the people of 
Jerusalem; and they took an oath by God and the king to 
make their demonstrations according to the law ; and they 
•desired of Ptolemy, that whomsoever lie should lind that trans- 
gressed what they had sworn to, he would put him to death. 
Accordingly, the king took several of his friends into the 
council, and satdowti in order to hear what the pleaders 
said. Now the Jews that were at Alexandria, were in great 
concern for those men whose lot it was to contend for the 
temple at Jerusalem; for they took it very ill that any should 
take away the reputation of that temple, which was so an- 
cient, and so celebrated all over the habitable earth. Now 
when Sabbius and Theodisius had given leave to Androni- 
cus to speak first, he began to demonstrate out of the law, and 
out of the succession of the high priests, how they every 
one in succession from his father had received that dignity, 
and ruled over the temple , and how all the kings of Asia 
had honoured that temple with their donations, and with the 
most splendid gifts dedicated thereto; but as for that at Ge- 
rizzim, he made no account of it; nor regarded it as if it had 
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never had a being. By this spee<jh, and other argumcnlSj 
Andronicus persuaded the king to *determine, that the tem- 
ple at Jerusalem was built according to the laws of Moses, 
and to put Sabbeus and Theodosius to death. And these 
were the events that befell the Jews at Alexandria in the 
4ays of Ptolemy Philometor. ^ 



oftm referred to in the book of Deuteronomy, was Jerusalem any mora 
Ifaan Gerizzim, that being not determined till the days of David, Antiq. 
' B. vii. ch. xili. § 4. vol. ii. proves only what the Samaritans did not deny, 
that (he temple at Jeruflalem was much more ancient, and much more 
celebrated and honoured than that at Gerizsim, which was nothing to 
the present purpose. The whole evidence, by the ?ery oaths of both 
parties, being, we see, obliged to be confined to the law of Moses, or to 
the Pentateuch alone. However, worldly policy and Interest, and the - 
mnltitade prevailing, the court gave sentence, as usual, on the stronger 
tide, and pbor Sabbeus and Theodosius, the Samaritan disputants, were 
nartyred, and this, soiar as appears, without any direct hearing at al(, 
whicn is like the usua^^actice of such political courts about matters oF 
religion. Our copies My, that the body of the Jews, were in a great' 
concern about those mmt in the plural, who were to dispute for their 
temide at Jerusalem^ whereas it seems here they had but one disputant, 
Andronicosby name*, perhaps more were prepared to speak on the 
Jews' side ; but the first naving answered to his name, and overcome the 
Samaritans, there wai oo necessity for any other defender of the Jeratfa* 
tem temple. 

VOL. ttf. Ck 
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would there marry his child to him. When Ptolemy had writ- 
ten thus, he came suddenly to Ptolenmis, and brought his 
cousin Cleopatra along with Urn : and as he found Alexander 
there before him^ as he desired him to come, he gave him has 
child in marriage, wid for her portion gave her as much sil- 
ver and gold as became such a king to give. 

2. When the weddirtg was over. Alexander wrote to Jo- 
nathan the high-priest, and desired him to come to Ptolen^ds. 
So when he came to thes^ kings, and had made them magni- 
ficent presents, he was honoured by them botb^ Alexander 
compelled him also te put off hb own garments, and to take 
a purple garment, and made him sit with him in his throne ; 
and commanded his captains, that they should go with him into 
the middle of the city, and proclaim, that it was not permit- 
ted to any one to speak against him, or to give him any dis- 
turbance. And when the captauis b&d thns done, those that 
were prepared to accuse Jonathan, and who bore him any ffl- 
will, when they saw the honour that was done him by procla- 
mation, and that by the king^s order^ ran away, and were afraid 
lest some mischief should befall theai. Nay^ king Alexander 
was so very kh)d to Jonathan, that he set him down sls^Sxh 
principal of his friends. 

3. But then, upon the hundred md si^Uv-fifth year, De- 
metrius, the son of Demetrius, came from Cfrete with a great 
number of mercenary soldiers, which Lastheues, the Cretan, 
brought him, and sai^d te C ilicia. This thing cast Alexander 
Vito great concern and disorder when he beard it; so he 
made haste immediately out of Phoenicia and came to Andoch, 
that he might put matters in a safe posture there before De- 
metrius should come. He also left '^Apollonius Daus gover- 
nor of Coelosyria, who, coming to Jamnia with a great army, 
sent to Jonathan the high-priest, and told him, that " it Wus 
not right that he alone should live at rest, and with autliorl- 
ty, and not be subject to the king: that this thing had made 
liim a reproach among all men, that 4ie had not yet made him 
subject to the king. Do not thou, therefore, /lecelve tliyself, 
and sit still among the mountains, and pretend to have forces 
with thee ; but if thou hast any dependence on thy strength, 
come down into the plain, and let our armies be compared 
.J II " • - - - ■ ■ ^ 

* Of the several Apollonii about these ages, see Dean Prideaux at the 
year 148. Thi^ Apoilonius Daiis^ was by his account, the soa of that 
ApoHonius who had been made go?emor of Coelosyria aod Pb^eoioia by 
Seleacus Philopator, and was himself a confidant of his son Demetrius 
the fath^ ' r*./i lo hi» fathers* i^vernment by him, but after- 

wards r " ^^oUo Pem&^us the goa as 

l(P8appc 
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together, jandth^ evantof the battle will demonstrate which 
of us is the most courageous. However, take notice tiwU the 
most valiant men of every city are in my army, and thatthaiei 
are the very men who have always beaten thy progenitors ; 
but let us have the battle in such a place of the country where 
we may fight with weapons, and not with stones, and where 
fliere may be no place whither those that are beaten may fly."^ 
4. With this Jonathan was irritated; an4 choosing himself 
out ten thousand of his' soldiers, he went out of Jerusalem in 
haste, with his brother Simon, and came to Joppa, and pitch- 
ed his camp on the outside of the city, because the people of 
Joppa had shut their gates against him, for they had a garrison 
ik the city pat there by A.pollonius j but when Jonathan was 
preparing to besiege them, they were afraid he would take 
them by force,* and so they opened the gates to him. But 
Apollonius, when he heard that Joppa was taken by Jonathan, 
took three thousand horsemen, and eight thousand footmen, 
and came to Ashdod, and removing thence, he made his jour- 
ney silently and slowly, and going up to Joppa, be made as if 
he was retiring from the.place, and so drew Jonathan into the 
plain, as valuing himself highly upon his horsemen, and hav- 
ing his hopes of victory principally in them. However, Jo- 
nathan sallied out, and pursued Apollonius to Ashdod;. but as 
soon as Apollonius. perceived that liis enemy was in the plaiit^ 
he came back and gave him battle : but Apollonius had laid a 
thousand horsemen in ambush in a valley, that they might be 
seen by their enemies as behind them : which when Joaathaii 
perceived, he was under no cons tef nation, but ordering his ar- 
my to stand in a square battle array, he gave them a charge to 
fall on the enemy on both sides, and set them toface those that 
attacked them lK)th before and behind: and whik the fighi 
lasted till the ^vening, he gave part of his forces to his bro- 
ther Simon, and ordered him to attack thfe enemies, but for 
himself^ he charged tliose that were with him to cover them- 
selves with ^eir awnour, and receive the darts of the horse- 
men, who did as they were commaniied; so that the enemies* 
horsemen, while they threw their darts till they had no more 
left, did them no harm, for the (hurts that were thrown did not 
enter into their bodies, being thrown upon the shields that were 
wniteJ and conjoined together, the closeness of which easily 
. overcame the force of tne darts, and they flew about widiout 
any effect, ^ut when the enemy grew remiss in throwing 
theijr darts TOm morning till late at night, Simon perceived 
th^fiifcariness, an4fi|Jlup0fi the boJy of men befoi^e him ; 
ami because his soldiers showed grejat iflacrity, he put the ene] 
tny to. flight; and when the troxseraeil saw tWt the footmen 
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tan away, neither did they stay themselves, but they being 
Very weary, by the duration of the fight till the evening, and 
their hopes from the footmen being quite gone, they basely 
ran away, and in great confusion also, till they were separat* 
ed one from another, and scattered over all the plain^ Upon 
which Jonathan pursued them as far as Ashdod, and slew a 
great many of them, and compelled the rest, in despair ©f 
escaping, to fly to the temple of Dagon, which was at Ashdod, 
but Jonathan took the city at the first onset, and burnt it and 
the villages about it; nor did he abstain from the temple of Da*- 
f on itself, but burnt it also, and destroyed those that had fled to 
it. !Now the entire muititude of the enemies that fell in the bat- 
tle, and were consumed in the temple, were eight thousand. 
"When Jonathan, therefore, had overcome so great an army, he 
removed from Ashdod, and came to Askelon : and when he 
had pitched his camp without the city, the people of Askelon 
^dLiae out and met him, bringing him hospitable presents, and 
honouring him; so he accepted of their kind intentions, and 
returned thence to Jerusalem with a great deal of prey, which 
lie brought thence when he conquered his enemies; but 
when Alexander heard that Apollonius, the general of his 
army, was beaten, he pretended to be glad of it, because lie 
had fought with Jonathan his friend and ally against his direc- 
tions. Accordingly, he sent to Jonathan, and gave testimony 
io his worth ; and gave him honorary rewards, as a *golden 
button, which H is the custom to give the king's kinsmen; 
and allowed him Ekron, and its toparchy, for his own inherit- 
. ance. 

5. About this time it was, that king Ptolemy, who was 
called Philometory led an army, part by the sea, and part by 
land, and came to Syria to the assistance of Alexander, who 
was his son-in-law : and accordingly, all the cities received 
him willingly, as Alexander had commanded them to do, and 
conducted him as far as Ashdod; where they all made loud 
complaints about the temple of Dagon, which was burnt, ac- 
cused Jonathan of having laid it waste, and destroyed the 
country adjoining with fire, and slain a great number of them. 
Ptolemy heard these accusations, but said nothing. Jonathan 
also went to meet Ptolemy as far as Joppa^ and obtained from 
him hospitable presents, and those glorious in their kind^, 
with all marks, of honour. And when he had conducted him 
as far as the river called Eleutherus^ he returned again to Je- 
rusalem. 

-— . — *- :*••• ' ' ' ' ■ * » i m ■■■ 

* Dr. Hudson here observes, fbat the PliojiiioJans and Komaniused to 
reward such as bad deserved well of Iheo;^ by present inglo the m B.g6tft* 
mhutton. See ch. v. § 4. 
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6. But as Ptolemy was at Ptolemais, he was wry* near to 
a most unexpected destruction ; for a treacherous design was 
laid upon his life by Alexander, by the means of Ammonius, 
who was his friend : and as the treachery was. very plain, 
Ptoiemy wrote to Alexander, find required of him that he 
should oring Ammonius to condign punishment, informing 
him what snares had been laid for mm by Ammonius, and de- 
siring that he jnieht be accordingly punished for it. But 
when Ale'xander did not comply with his demands, he per- 
ceived that it was be himself who laid the design, and was 
very angry at him. Alexander had also formerly been in 
very ill terms with the people of Antioch, for they had suf- 
fered very much by bis means ; yet did Ammonius at length 
undergo the punishment his insolent crimes had deserved^ 
for he was killed in an opprobrious manner, like a woman, 
while he endeavoured to conceal himself in a feminine hst- 
bit, as we have elsewhere related. 

7. Hereupon Ptolemy blamed himself for having given 
his daughter in marriage to Alexander, ind for the league he 
had made with him to assist him again^ Demetrius; so he 

dissolved his relation to him, and took his dr"'"^* ^ 

him, and immediately sent to Demetrius, ai 

a league of mutual assistance and friends 

agreed with him to give him his daughter ii 

restore him to the principality of his fa 

was well pleased with this embassage, ai 

assistance, and of the marriage of his da 

lemy had still one more hard task to do, a* 

suade the people of Antioch to 'receive 1 

they were greatly displeased at him, on ac 

ries his father Demetrius had done them; 

this about ; for as the people of Antioch h 

Ammonius's account, as we have showed i 

easily prevailed with to cast him out of A 

expelled out of Antioch, came into .(>ilicia# Ptolemy came 

then to Antioch, and was made king fiy its inhabitants, and by 

the army : so that he was forced to put on two diadems, the 

one of Asia, the other of Egypt : but being naturally a good^ 

and a righteous man, and not desirous of what belonged to 

others, and besides these dispositions, being also a wise man 

in reasoning about futurities, he determined to avoid the eavy 

of the Romans, so he called the people of Antioch together 

to an assembly, and persuaded, them to deceive Demetrius r 

and assured tnilrn, that " he would not be mindful of what' 

they did to his father in case he should now be obliged by^ 

tham; and he undertook that he would himself be a gooOJ 
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monitor and governor to blm ; and promised that he would 
not permit him to atten^pt any bad actions ; hut that foi his 
own part, he was contented with the kingdom of Egypt/' By 
which discourse he persuaded the people of Antioch to re- 
ceive Demetrius. 

8. But now Alexander made haste whh a numerous and 

great army, and came out of Ciiicia into Syria, and burnt the 

country belonging to Antioch, and pillaged it ; whereupon 

Ptolemy, and his son-in-law Demetrius, brought their army 

against him^ (for he had already given hjjn his daughter ia 

marriage,^ aad beat Alexander, and put him to flight ; and 

accordingly he fled into Arabia* Now it happened ia the 

lime of battle, that Ptolemy's horse, upon hearing the noise 

ipf an elephant, cast him on his back, and threw him on the 

ground ; upon the sight of which accident, his enemies fell 

lipon him, and gave him many wounds upon his head, and 

broughtiiim into danger of death, for when his guards caught 

him up, he was so very ill, that for four days' time he was 

not able either to understand or to speak. However, Zab- 

diel, a prince among the Arabians, cut off" Alexander's head, 

— A ^ — * :♦ *^ ■'tblemy ; ijrho recovering of his woundi, and 

understanding on the fifth day, heard at once 

!e hearing, and saw a most agreeable sight^ 

e death and the bead of Alexander ; yet a 

lis joy for the death of Alexander, with whicb 

ly satisfied, he also departed this hfe. Now 

) was called BaJa^y reigned aver Asia ^\^ 

ave elsewhere related. 

I Demetrius, who was styled *Nicatory had 

lom^ he was so wicked as to treat Ptolemy's 

ardly, neither remembering the lea|^ue of mu-. 

that was between them, nor that he was his 

kinsjman by Cleopatra's marriage to him, so 

I from his wicked treatment to !4lexan(kia|^ 

kept his elephants. But Jonathan the high* 

army^Qut of all Judea, and attacked the cita- 

n, and besieged it ; it was held by a garrison 

of Macedonians, ai^l by some of those wicked men f^ho had 

deserted the customs of their forelathers. These nfen at 

first despised the attempts of Jonathan for taking the place^ 

as^depending on its strength } but some of those wicked men 

went out by n^ht^ and came to Demetrius, and informed him, 

* This name Demetrivt fficalorj or Danetriiia Vf Coriqu^or, is so 
wr'tten on*his coins still extant^ as Hudson and Spaira^m vniovm as; the 
latter of whom gives us h^re the entire roscription, k\rmBtiMtriw tk% 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Chap. IF. OF THE JEWS. 79 

that the citadel was besieged : who was irritated with what 
he heard, and took his array, and came from Antioch against 
Jonathan. And when he was at Antioch, he wrote to him, 
and commanded him to come to him quickly to Ptolemais : 
upon which Jonathan did not intermit the siege of the citadel, 
but took with him the elders of the people, and the priests, 
and carried with him gold and silver, and garments, and a^ 
great number of presents of friendship, and came to Deme-. 
trius, and presented him with them, and thereby pacified the 
king's anger. So he was honoured by him, and received 
from him a conformation of his high-priestbood, as he had 
possessed it by the grants of the kings his predecessors. And 
when the Jewish deserters accused him, Demetrius was so. 
far from giving credit to them, that when he petitioned him 
that he would demand no more than three hundred talents 
for the tribute of all Juo^a, and the three toparchies of Sa- 
maria, and Perea, and Galilee, he complied with the propo^ 
sal, and gave him a letter confirming all those grants ; whose 
contents were as follows : " King Demetrius ter Jonathan his 
brother, and to the nation of the Jews, sendeth greeting : we 
have sent you a copy of that epistle which we have writtea 
to Lasthepes our kipsman, that you may know its contents. 
King Demetrius to Lasthenes our father, sendeth greeting: 
I have determined to return thanks, and to show favour ta 
the nation of the Jews, which hath observed the rules of 
justice in our concerns* Accordingly, I remit to them the 
three prefectures, Apherima, and Lydda, and Hamatha, which 
have been added to Judea out of Samaria, with their appur- 
tenances : as also what the kings, my predecessors received 
from those that offered sacrifices in Jerusalem ; and what are 
due from the fruits of the earth, and of the trees^and what 
else belcgigs to us 5 with the salt-pits, and the. crowns that 
used to be presented to us : nor shall they be compelled to' 
pay any of the taxes from this time to •!! futurity. Take 
care, therefore, that a copy of this epistle be taken and given 
to Jonathan, and be set up hi un eminent place of their holy 
^rple," And these were the contents of this writing. And 
now when Demetrius saw that there was peace every where, 
and tha^ there was no danger, nor fear of "war, he disbanded 
the greatest part of his army, and diminished their pay, and 
even retained ia pay no others than such foreigners as came 
up with him from Crete, and from the other islands. How- 
ever, this procured him iU-will and hatred from the soldiers j 
pn whom he bestowed nothing from this time, while the kings 
Jjefore him used to pay them in time of peace, as, they did be^, 
lore, that they might have their good-will, thftt they might hjt 
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very ready to undergo the difficulties of war, if any occasion . 
should require it. 

CHAP. V. 

Ho7D Trypho, after he liad beaten Demetrius^ delivered the 
kingdom to Jntiochus, the son of Alexander , and gained 
Jonathan for his asMtant : and concerning the actions 
and eml^assies of Jimathan. 

§ 1. Now there was a certain commander of Alexander's 
forces, an Apanemian by birth, whose name was DiodotuSy 
and was also, called Trypho^ took notice of the ill-will the 
soldiers bare to Demetrius, and went to Malchus the Ara- 
bian, who brought up Antiochus the son of Alexander, and 
told him what ill-will the armies bare Demetrius, and per- 
suaded him to give him Antiochus, because he would make 
him king, and recover to him the kingdom of his fathert; 
Malchus at the first opposed him in this attempt, because he 
could not believe him, but when Trypho lay hard at him for 
a long time, he over-persuaded him to comply with Trypho's 
intentions and entreaties. And this was the state Trypho 
was now in. 

2. But Jonathan the high-priest, being desirous to get clear 
of th4)se that were in the citadel of Jerusalem, and of the 
Jewish deserters and wicked men, as well as of those in all 
the garrisons in the country, sent presents and ambassadors^ 
to Demetrius, and entreated him to take away his soldiers out 
of the strong holds of Judea. Demetrius made answer, that 
after the war, which he was now deeply engaged in, was over, 
he woul4 not only grant him that, but greater thipgs than that 
also ; and he desired he would send him some assistaoce 5 
and informed him that his army had deserted him. So Jona- 
than chpse out throe thousand of his soldiers, and sent themi 
to Demetrius* 

3. Now the people of Antioch hated Demetrius, both on^ 
account of what mischief he had him^lf done them, and bi^- 
cause they were his enemies also on account of ijti father 
Demetrius, who had; greatly abused them, so they watched 
some opportunity, which they might lay hold on, to fall upon 
him. And when they were informed of the assistance that- 
was coming to Demetrius from Jonathan, and considered at 
the same time, that he would rs^ise a numerous army, unless, 
they prevented him, and seized upon him, they took their 
weapons immediately, and encompassed his palace in the 
y^y pf a 3iege, and seizing upon all the wa^s of getfing otit^ 
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they sought to subdue tbek king/ And when he saw th»t 
the people of Antioch were become his bitter eneraigjj, and 
that they were thus in arms, he took the mercenary iVDldieTS 
which he had with him, and those Jews who were sent by 
Jonathan, and assaulted the Antiochians; but he wait; over- 
powered by them, for they were many ten thousands, and 
was beaten. But when the Jews «aw that. the Anti^ians 
were superior, they went up to the top of the palace, ana shot 
at them from thence ; and because they were so remote from 
them for their height, that they suffered nothing on their 
side, but did gfeil execution on the other, as figliting from 
such an elevation, they drove them out of'^he adjoining 
houses, and. immediately set them on fire, whereupon the 
fame spread itself over the whole city, and burnt it all down. 
This happened by reason of the closeness of the houses, and 
because they were generally built of wood : so the Antio- 
chians, when they were not able to help themselves, noi" to 
stop the fire, were put to flight. And as the Jews leaped 
from the top of one house to the top of another, and-pursued 
them after that manner, it thence happened that the pursuit 
was so very surprising. But when the king saw that the 
Antiochians were very busy in saving their children, and their 
wives, and so did not fight any longer, he fell upon them in 
the narrow passages, and fought them, and slew a great num- 
ber of them, till at last they were forced to throw down tlieir 
arms, and to deliver themselves up to Demetrius, So he 
forgave them this their insolent behaviour, and put an end 
to the sedition : and when he had given rewards to the Jews 
out of the rich spoils he had gotten, and had returned them 
thanks, as the cause of his victory, he sent them away to Je- 
rusalem to Jonathan, with an ample testimony of the assistance 
they had afforded him. Yet did he prove an ill man to Jona- 
than afterward, and broke the promises he Jiad made : and 
he threatened that he would make war upon hinijt'iigless he 
would pay all that tribute which the Jewigh nation owed to 



y Google 



»2 ANTIQUITIES BookXlir. 

the child Aatiochuf sfnt ambassadors, and an epistle to Jo'- 
natliip, and made him his friend and confederate, and confirm- 
ed to h^ the high-priesthood, and yielded up to him the 
four prefectures which had been added to Judea. More- 
over, he sent him vessels, and cups of gold, aad a purple gar- 
ment, and gave him leave to use them. He also presented 
him with a goWen buttl>n, and styled him one of his princi* 
pal friends; and appointed his broSther Simon to be the gene- 
ral over the forces, from the ladder of Tyre unto Egypt. So 
Jonathan was so pleased with these grants made him by An- 
tiochBS, that he sent ambassadors to Um^«nd to Trypho, and 
professed himself to be their friend and confederate, and said 
he would join with him in a war against Demetrius, inform- 
ing him he had made no proper returns for the ^kindnesses 
he had done him; for that when he had received mapy mafks 
of kindness from him, when he stood in great need of them, 
he, for such good turns, had requited him with farther in* 
juries. 

5, So Antiocfaus gava Jonathan leave to raise himself-a nu- 
merous army out of Syria and Phoenicia, and to make war 
against Demetrius^s generals j wheteopon he went in haste 
to the several cities, which received htm splendidly indeed, 
but put no fortes into his hands. And when he wa»€om« 
from thence to Askelon, the inhabitants of A skelon came and 
brought him presents, and met him in a splendid nianner. 
He exhorted them, and every one of the cities of Coelosy- 
ria, to forsake Demelrius, and to join with Antiochus; and 
in assisting him, to endeavour to punish Demetrius for what 
offences he had been guilty of against themselves; and told 
them there were many reasons for that their procedure, if 
ihey had a mind so to do. And when he had persuaded thdse 
cities to promise their assistance to Antiochus, he came, to 
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continuance with him, and to cultivate friendship with the 
other, so thej sent to Jonathan, and professed they would be 
his friends and afford liim assistance ; for such' is the tem- 
per of men, that before they have had the trial of great afl9ic- 
tions, they do not understand what is for their advantage, but 
when they find themselves under such afflictions, they then 
change their minds, and what it had been better for them to 
have done before they had been at all damaged, they choose 
to do, but not till after they had suffered such damages. 
However, he made a league of friendship with them, and 
took from them hostages for their performance of it, and sent 
these hostages to Jerusalem, while he went himself over all 
the country as far as Damascus. 

6. B«t when he heard that the generals of Demetrius's 
forces w«^ come to the city Cadesh, with a numerous army, 
the place lies between the land of the Tyrians and Galilee,) 
for they supposed they should thereby draw him out of Sy- 
ria in order to preserve Galilee, and that he would not over* 
look the Galileans, who were his own people, when war was 
made upon Ihem, he went to meet them, having left Simon in 
Judea, who raised as great an army as he was able out of thf 
country, and then sat down before Bethsura, and besieged it, 
that being ike strongest place in all Judea; and a gal^ison of 
DNemetrius's kept it, as we have alreajjiy related. But as Si-^ 
mon was raising banks, and bringing his engines of war against . 
Bethsura, and was very earnest about the siege of it, the 
garrison was afrsud lest the place should be taken of Simon 
by force,"^and they p^l to the sword, so they sent to Simon, 
and desired the security of his oath, that they should come to 
no harm from him, and that they would leave the place, and 
go away to Demetrius. A^ordingly, he gave them his oath, 
and ejected them otitof the city, and he put therein a garri* 
son of his own. ' 

7. But Jonathan removed out of Galilee, and from the wa- 
ters which are called Gennesar, for there he was before en« 
camped, and came into the plain that is called Asor, without 
knowing that the enemy was there. When therefore Deme- 
triufi's men knew a day beforehand that Jonathan was com- 
ii^ against them, they laid an ambush in the mountain, who 
ii^ere to assault him on the sudden, while they themselves 
Siet him with an army in the plain : which army when Jona- 
than «aw ready to engage him, he abo got ready his own sol- 
(fiers for the bat^ as well as he was abte; l^ut those that 
were laid in ambush by Demetrius's generals being behind 
them, the Jews were afraid lest they should be caught in the 
«tdst| betweea two bodies^ aad perish, so they ran away ia 
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tiasle^ a^d indeed all the rest left Jonathan, but a few there 
were, in number about fifty, who staid with him, and with 
ihera Mattathias, the son of Afcealom, and Judas, the son of 
Chapseus, who were commanders, of the whole army. These 
marched boldly, and liite men desperate, against the enemy, 
and so pushed them, that by their courage they daunted 
them, and with their weapons in their hands, they put them 
to flight. And when those soldiei^ of Jonathan, that had 
retired, saw the enemy giving way, they got together after 
their flight, and pursued them with great violence 5 and this 
did they as far as Cadesh^ where the camp of the enemy lay. 
8. Jonathan having thu5 gottQi a ^orious victory, and slain 
two thousailtl of the enemy, returned to Jerusalem. So when 
he saw that all his aflairs prospered, according to his' "fcind, 
by the providence of God, he sent ambassadors lo the Ro- 
mans, being desirous of renewing that friendship whicb theur 
nation had with them formerly. He enjoined the 6ame am- 
bassadors, that, as they came back, the^ sly»|lld go to the 
Spartans, and put them in mind of their friendship and kin- 
dred. So when the ambassadors came <» Rome, they went 
into their senate, and said what they were commanded by 
Jon^h^n the higli-priest to say, how he had sent them to . 
confirm hheir friendship. The senate then confined what 
had> been formerly decreed concerning theii' friendship witii 
the Jews ; and gave them letters to carry to all fH^ kings of 
Asia and Europe, and to the governors pf the cities, that they 
might safely conduct them to their own country. According- 
ly, as they returhed, they came to Sparta, ^d deliflred the 
epistle which they had received of Jonathan t<5 th%m; a copy 
of which here follows : " Jonathan the high-prfest of the 
'Jewish nation, and the senate^dbody of the people of the 
Jews, to the ephori and senate^ and people of the Lacedemo- 
.nians send greethia : if you be well, ' aftd both your public 
and private aflairs be agreeable to your mind, it is according 
to our wishes: we are well also. When in former times an 
epistle was brought to Onias, who was then our high-priest, 
from Areus, who at that time was your king, by Demoteles^ 
concerning the kindred that was between us and you, a copy of 
which is here subjoined, we both joyfiilly received the epis- 
tle, and were well pleased with Demotelesand Areus, although 
we did not need such a demonstration, because *we were 

' * This clause is otherwist reodered in the first book of Maccabeesi xii • 
9. Fwr thai wt have the holy books of scripturein ow handsto iocomfort uc 
The Hebrew original being lost, we cannot certainly judge which wag 
the truest version) only the coherence favours Josephus: but if this were 
the ^ W8* 0i6i^g» thfti tbty vr W mIMJImI out oC tfli^ir Bible; ttat th» 
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satisfied about it from the sacred writings, yet did not we- 
think fit first to begin the claim of this relation to you, lest 
w^ should seem too early in taking to ourselves the glory 
which is now given us by you. It is a long time since thia 
relation of ours to you has been renewed ; and when we, 
upon holy and festival days, ofier sacrifices to <jiod, we pray 
to him for your preservation and victory. As to ourselves, 
although we have had many wars that have compassed us 
round, by the covetousness of our neighbours, yet did not we 
determine to be troublesome either to you, or to others that 
were related to us ; but since we have now overcome our • 
enemies, and have occasion to send Numenius, the son of 
Antiochus, and Antipater, the son of Jason, who are both ho- 
nourable men belonging to our senate, to the Romans, we gave 
them this epistle to you also, that they might renew that friend- 
ship which is between us. You will, therefore, do well your- 
selves to write to us, and send us an account of what you 
stand in *eed of from us, since we are in all things disposed 
to act according to your desires." So the Lacedemonians re- 
ceived the ambassadors kindly, and made a decree for friend- 
ship and mutual assistance, and sent it to them. 

9. At this time there were three sects among the Jews, 

who had different opinions concerning human actions ; the 

pne was called the sect of the Pharisees, another the sect of 

^ the Sadducees, and the other the sect of the Essens. Now for 

the *Pharisees, they sa^ that some actions, but not all, are 

Jews and Lacedemonians were of kiu; that pari of their Bible is now 
lo^tf for we 0nd no such assertion in our present copies. ^ 

* Those that suppose Josephus to contradict himself in his three 
several accounts of the notions of the Pharisees, this here, and that ear^ 
lier one, which is the largest, Of the War, B. ii. ch. viii. § 14. vol. v. and 
that later, Antiq. B. xviri. ch. i. § 3. vol. iv, as if he sometimes said they 
introduced an absolute fatality, and denied all freedom of human 
actions, is almost wholly groundless; he ever, as the very learned 
Casaubon herfe truly observes^asserting* that the Pharisees were between 
the Essens and Sadducees, and did only so far ascribe all to fate, or 
divine providence, as was consistent with the freedom q( human ac- 
tions. However, their perplexed way of talking about fate, or provi- 
dence, as overruling all things, nade it commonly thought they were 
willing to excuse their sins by ascribing them to fate as in the Aposto- 
lical Constitutions, B. vi.eh.vi Perhaps under the same general oame» 
some difference of opinions in this point might be propagated, as is very 
common in all parties, especiallv in points of metaphysical subtility : 
however,our Josephus, who in his heart was a great admirer of the piety 
of theCssens, was yet in practice a Pharisee, as he himself informs us 
in his own life,,§ 2.' vol. iv. And bis account of his doctrine of the 
Pharisees, is for cfertain agreeable to his own opinion^ who ever both 
fully allowed the freedom of human actions, and yet strongly believed 
the powerful interposition* of divine providence See concerning this 
natter a remarkable clause. Antiq, B. xvi. ch. xi. § 7. vol ii< 
VOL, III. H 
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Ae work of fate, and some of them are in our own power, 
and that they are liable to fate, but are not caused by fate. 
.But the sect of the Essens affirm, that fate governs all things, 
and that nothing beialis men. but what is according to its de- 
termination. And for the Sadducees, they take away fate, and 
say there is no such thing, and that the events of human af- 
fairs are not at its dispo^, but they suppose that all our ac- 
tions are in our own power, so that we are ourselves the causes 
of what is good, and receive what is evil from our own folly. 
However, I have given a more exact account of these opin- 
-lons in the second book of the Jewish War. 

10. But now the generals of Demetrius being willing to re- 
cover the defeat tbey4iad had, gathered a greater army together 
^^ban they had before, and came against Jonathan ; but as soon 
as he was informed of their comings Jie went suddenly to meet 
them to the country of Hamoth, for he resolved to give them 
no opportunity of conijiing into Judea, so he pitched his camp 
vat fifty furlongs distance from the enemy, and sen| out spies 
to take a view of their camp, and after what manner they were 
en^^amped. When his spies had given him iuU information, 
and had seized upon some pf them by night, whatold him the 
«nemy would soon attack him, he, thus apprised beforehand, 
provided for his security, and placed watchmen beyond his 
camp, and kept M his forces armed aU night; and, he gave 
them a charge to be of good coujkge, and to have their inlnds* 
prepared to fight in the night-t^e, if they should be obliged so 
to do, lest their enemies' designs should seem, concealed from 
them. But when Demetnus's commanders were informed, 
that Jonathan knew what ihey intended, their counsels were 
disordered, and it alarmed them to find that the enemy had 
discovered those their intention^; nor did they expect to over- 
come them any other way, now they had failed in the snares 
they had laid for them, for should they hazard an open battle, 
they did not think they should be a match for Jonathan's 
army, so they resolved to fly; and having lighted many fires, 
that when the enemy saW them, they might suppose they wa:^ 
still, they retired. But when Jonathan came to give them 
battle in the morning in their camp, and found it deserted, 
and understood they were fled, he pursued them, yet he could 
not overtake them,ibr they had already passed over the river 
Eleutherus, and were out of danger. So when Jonathan was 
returned thence, he went uito .^bia, and fought against the 
Nabateans, and drove away a great desd of their prey, and took 
£many] captives, and came to Damascus, and there sold oflf 
that which he had taken. About the same time it was, that 
Simon his brother^^ went over all Judea, and Palestine, as far 
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as Askelon, and fortified the strong holds ; and when he had 
made them very strong, both in the edifices erected, and in 
the. garrisons placed in them, he came to Joppa, and when he 
had taken it, he brought a great garrison into it, for he heard 
that the people of Joppa were disposed to deliver up the city 
to Demetrius's generals. 

11. When Simon and Jonathan had finished these afiairs, 
they returned to Jerusalem, where Jonathan gathered all the 
people together, and took counsel to restore the walls of Je- 
rusalem, and to re()uild the wall that encompassed the tem- 
ple, which had been thrown down, and to make the placea 
adjoining stronger by very high towers 5 and besides that, to 
build another wall in the midst of the city, in order to ex»- 
clade the market-place from the garris^on which was in the ci*> 
tadel, and by that means to hinder them from any plenty of 
provisions; and . moreover, to make the fortresses that were 
in the country much stronger, and more defensible, than they 
were before. And when these things were approved of by 
the multitude, as rightly proposed, Jonathan himself took 
care of the building that belonged to the city, and sent Simon 
away to make the fortresses in the country more secure than 
formerly* But Demetrius^passed over~[£ uphrates J and came 
into Mesopotamia, as desirous to retain that country still, as 
well as Babylon; and when he should have obtained the do- 
minion of the upper 4)rovince9, to lay a foundation for reco- 
vering his entire kingdom-; for those Greeks and Macedo- 
nians who dwelt there, frequently sent ambassadors to him, 
and promised) that if he would come to them, they would de- 
liver themselves up to him, and assist him in fighting against 
*Arsaces, the king of the Parthians. So he was elevated 
with 'these hopes, and came hastily to them, as having resolv- 
ed that, if he bad once overthrown the Parthians, and gotten 
an army of his own, he would make war against Trypho, and 
eject him out of Syria ; and the people of that country re- 
ceived him with great alacrity. So he raised forces, with 
which he fought against Arsaces, and lost all his army, and 
was himself taken alive, as we have elsewhere related. 



* This king who was of (he famous race of Arsaces, is both here, 
and 1 Maccab. xiv. 2, called by the family name Arsacet; but Appian 
s^ys, his proper name was PhracUes. He is here also called by Jose- 
phus, tlie king oftfu Parthians, as the Gree|cs used to call them, but by 
the elder author of the first book of Maccabees, the king of the Per* 
sians and Mtdes, according to the language of the eastern nations. 
See Authent. Rec. part ii. 1 103. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Bote Jonathan taas slain by treachery : and how thereupon the 
Jews made Simon their general andhighrpriest: what cour- 
ageous actions also he performed, especiafly against Trypho, 

§ 1 . Now when Trypho knew what had befsillen Demetrius, 
he was no longer firm to Antiochus, but contrived by subtil- 
ty to kill him, and then take possession of his kingdom ; but 
the fear that he was in of Jonathan, was an obstacle to this his 
design, for Jonathan was a friend to Antiochus, for which 
cause he resolved first to take Jonathan out of the way, and 
then to set about his design relating to Antiochus : buthe judg^. 
ing it best to take him off by deceit and treachery, came from 
Antioch to Bethshan, which by the Greeks is called Scythe- 
polis, at which place Jonathan met him with forty thousand 
chosen men, for he thought that he came to fight him; but 
when he perceived that Jonathan was ready to fight, he at- 
tempted to gain him by presents, and kind treatment, and 
gave order to his captains to obey him, and by these means 
was desirous to give him assurance of his good-will, and to 
take away all suspicions out of his mind, that so he might 
make him careless and inconsiderate;^ and might take him 
when he was unguarded. He also fidvised him to dismiss his 
array, because there was no occasion for bringing it with him 
Tvhen there was no war, but all was in peace. However, he 
desired him to retain a few about him, and go with him to 
Ptolemais, for that he would deliver the city up to him, and 
would bring all the fortresses that were in the country under 
his domimion } and he told him that he came with those very 
designs. 

2. Yet did not Jonathan suspect any thing at all by this his 
management, but believed that Trypho gave him this advice 
out of kindness, and with a sincere design. Accordingly, he 
dismissed his army, and retained no more than three thou- 
sand of them with him, and^left two thousand in Galilee, and 
he himself, with one thousand, came with Trypho to Pto- 
lemais: but when the people of Ptolemais had shut their 
gates, as it had been commanded them by Trypho to do, 
he took Jonathan alive, and slew all that were with him. 
He also sent soldiers against those two thousand that were 
left in Galilee, in order to destroy them : but those men hav- 
ing heard the report of what had happened to Jonathan, they 
prevented the execution, and before those that were sent by 
Trypho came, they covered themselves with their armour, 
and went away out of the country. Now when those that 
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were sent against them saw that they were ready to fight for 
their lives, they gave them no disturbance, but returned back 
to Trypho. 

3. But when the people of Jerusalem heard that Jonathan 
was taken, and that the soldiers that were with him were de* 
stroyed, they deplored his sad fate, and there was earnest 
inquiry made about him by every body, and a great and just 
fear fell upon them, and made them sad, lest now they were 
deprived of the courage and conduct of Jonathan, the nations 
abuut them should bear them ill-will 5 and as they were be- 
fore quiet on account of Jonathan, they should now rise up 
against them, and by making war with them, should force 
them into the utmost dangers. And indeed what they sus- 
pected really befell them ; for when those nations lieard of 
the death of Jonathan, they began to make war with the Jews, 
as now destitute of a governor ; and Trypho himself got an 
army tc^etber, and had an intention to go up to Judea, and 
make war against its inhabitants.- Rut when Simon saw that 
the people of Jerusalem were terrified at the circumstances 
they were in, he desired to make a speech to them, and there- 
by to render them more resolute in opposing Trypho, -when 
he shouUcome against them. He then called the people to- 
gether into the temple, and thence began thus to encourage 
them : *^ O my countrymen, you are not ignorant that our 
father, myself, and my brethren, have ventured to hazard 
our lives, and that willingly for the recovery of your liberty; 
since I have, therefore, such plenty of examples before me, 
and we of our family have determined with ourselves to die 
for our laws, and our divine worship, "there shall no terror 
be so great as to banish this resolution from our souls, nor to 
introduce in its place a love of life, and a contempt of glo- 
ry. Do you, therefore, follow me with alacrity whitherso- 
ever I shall lead you, as not destitute of such a captain as is- 
willing to suffer, and to do the greatest things for you ; for 
neither am I better than my brethren, that I ^ould be sparing 
of my own life, and so far worse than they as to avoid and re- 
fuse what they thought the most honourable of all things, I 
mean, to undergo death for your laws, and for that worship 
of God which is peculiar to you 5 I will, therefore, give such 
proper demonstrations as will show that I am their own brother ; 
and I am so bold as to expect that I shall avenge their blood 
upon our enemies, and deliver you all, with your wives, and 
children, from the injuries they intend against you, and, with 
God's assistance, to preserve your tempfe from destruction by 
t4*€Jtj, for I see that these nations have you in contempt, as.^ 

H2 
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feing without a governor, and that they thence are encourage* 
ed to make war against you.'^ 

4. By this speech of Simon's, he inspired the multitude 
with courage, and as they had been before dispirited through 
fear, they were now raised to a good hope of belter ihingy, 
insomuch, that the whole multitude of the people cried out 
all at once, that Simon should be their leader; and that in- 
stead of Judas and Jonathan his brethren, he should hav^ the 
government over them 5 and they promised thai they would 
readily obey him in whatsoever he should command them. 
So he got together immediately all his own soldiers that were 
£t for war, and made haste in rebirilding the ws^lls t>f the 
city ; and strengthened them by very high and strong tow- 
ers ;^ and sent a friend of his, one Jonathan, the son of Ab- 
salom, to Joppa, and gave him order to eject the inhabitants 
out of the city, for he was afraid lest they should deliver up 
the city to Trypho, but he himself stayed to secure Jerusa- 
lem. 

5. But Trypho removed from Ptolemais with a great anny>«. 
and came into Judea, and brought Jonathan with him in bonds. 
Simon also m^ him with his army at the^ity Adida, which is 
upon an hill, and beneath it lie ^he plains of Judea. And 
when Trypho knew that Simon was by the Jews made their 
governor, he sent to him, and would have impeded u^ori him 
by deceit and* tfeachery; and desired him if he would have 
his brother Jonathan released, that he would send him an 
hundred talents of silver, and twd of Jonathan's sons>as hos- 
tages, that when he shall be released,' he may not make Ju- 
dea revolt from the king, for that at present he was kept in 
bonds on account of the money he had borrowed from the 
king, and now owed it to him. But Simon was aware of the 
craft of Trypho, and ?dthough he knew that if he gave him 
the inoney he should lose it, and that Trypho would not set 
his brother free, and withal should deliver the sons of Jona- 
than to the eneny, yet because he was afraid that he should 
have a calumny raised against him among the multitude as 
the cause of his brother's death if he neither gave the mo- 
ney, nor sent Jonathan's sons, he gathered his army together, 
and told them what offers Trypho had made; and added this, 
that the offers were ensnaring and treacherous, and yet that 
it was more eligible to send the money and Jonathan's sons, 
than to be liable to the imputation of not complying with 
Trypho's offers, and thereby refusing to save his brother. 
Accordingly, Simon sent the sons of Jonathan, and the mo- 
ney ; but wheii Trypho had received them he did not keep 
Kis promise, nor set Jonathan free, but took liis army, and 
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went about all the country, and resolved to go up afterward 
to Jerusalem by the way of Idumea, while Simon went over 
against him with his army, and all along pitched his own camp 
over against his. 

6. But when those that were in the citadel had sent to 
Trypho, and besought him to make haste, and come to them, 
and to send them provisions, he prepared his cavalry as 
though he would be at Jerusalem that very night ; but so 
great a quantity of snow fell in the night, that it covered the 
roads, and made them so deep that there was no passing, es- 
pecially for the cavahy. This hiildered him from coming to 
Jerusalem; whereupon Trypho removed thence, and came 
into Coelosyria, and falling vehemently upon the land of Gi- 
lead, he slew Jonathan there; and when he had given order 
for hts burial, he returned himself to Antioch. However, 
Simon sent some to the city Basca to bring away his brother's 
bones, and buried them in their own city Modin ; and all the 
people made great lamentation over- him. Simon also Erect- 
ed a very large monument for his father, and his brethren, 
of white and polished stone, and raised it to a great height, and 
so as to be seen a long way off, and made cloisters about it, 
and set up pillars, Which were of one stone a-piece ; a work 
it was wonderful to see. Moreover, tie built seven pyramids 
also for his parents and his brethren, one for each of them, 
which were made very surprising, both for their largeness 
and beauty, and which have been preserved to this day : and 
we know that it was Simon who bestowed so much zeal about 
the burial of Jonathan, and the building of these monuments 
for his relations. Now Jonathan died when he had been 
high-priest *four years, and had been also the governor of 
his nation. And these were the circumstances that concern^ 
ed his death. 

7. But Simon^ who was made high-priest by the multitude^ 
on the very first year of his high-priesthood, set his people 
free from their slavery under the Macedonians, and permit- 

* There is some error in (he copies here, when no more than four 
years are ascribed to th^ high priesthood of Jonathan. We know by 
Josephus's lasf Jewish chronology, Antiq. B. xx. ch. x. vol iv. that 
there was an interval of seven years between the death of Alcimus oi; 
Jasimii«, the last high-priest, and the real high priesthood of Jonathan, 
to whom yet those seven years seem here to be ascribed, as a part of 
them were to Judas before Antiq. B. xii. ch. "X.^ 6, vol. iii. Now 
since, besides those sewn years tn/erregnum in the ponti6cate, we are 
told, Antiq. B.xx. ch, x. that Jonathan's real high-priesthood lasted 
seven years more ; those two seven years will make up fourteen y«^''5j 
which I suppose was Josephos's ow« number in this place, instead of 
the four in our present copies. 
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ted them to pay tribute to them no longer ; xi^hich liberty and 
freedom from tribute they obtained after an *bundred and 
seventy years of the kingdom of the Assyrians: which was 
after Seieucus, who was called Nicator^ got the dominion 
over Syria. Now the affection of the multitude towards Si- 
mon was so great, that in their contracts one with another, 
and in iheir public records, they wrote, "In the first year of 
Simon, the benefactor and eihnarch of the Jews ;" for un- 
der him they were very happy, and overcame the enemies 
that were round about them, for Simon overthrew the city 
Gazara, and Joppa, and Jamnia. He also took the citadel of 
Jerusalem by siege, and cast it dawn to the ground, that it 
might not be any more a place of refuge to their enemies 
when they took it, to do them a mischief, as it had been till 
now. And when he had done this, he thought it thek best 
way, and most for their advantage, to level the very moun- 
tain itself upon which that citadel happened to staiid, that ^o 
the temple might be higher than it. And indeed, when he 
had called the multitude to an assembly^ he persuaded them 
to have it so demolished, and this by putting them in mind 
what miseries they had suffered by its garrison, and* the Jew- 
ish deserters^ and what miseries they might liereafter suffer 
in ease any (areign^r should obtaia the kingdom, and put a 
garrison into that citadel. This sfpeech induced the multi- 
tude to a compliance, because lie exhorted them to nothing 
but what was for their own good : so they all sat themselves 
to the work, and levelled the mountain, and in that work 
spent both day and night without any intermission^ which 
cost them three whole years before it was removed, and 
brought to an entire level with the plain of the rest of the 
city. After which, the temple was the highest of all the 
buildings, now the citadel, as well -as the mountain whereon 
it stood, were demolished. And these actions were thus 
performed under Simon. * . , 

* These 170 years of the Assyrians taeAn no more, as Josepbns ex- 
plains himself here, than from the sera of Seieucus, which, as it is 
known to have begun on (he 312th year before the Christian aera from 
its spring in the first book of Maccabees, and from its aatumn in the se- 
cond book of Maccabees, so did it not begin at Babylon till the nest 
spring, on the 3lUh year. S^ee Prid. al the year 312. And tt is truly 
observed by Dr. Hudson on this place, that the, Syrians and Assyrians 
are.sometimes confounded in ancient authors, according to the word^ 
of Justin the ejpitomiser of Trogus Pompeins, ^ho says, that " the As- 
syrians were afterward called Syrian*." B. i. cb. xi. See of the War, 
B. V. ch. ix. § 4. vol. vi. where the Philistines themselves, at the south . 
limit of Syria, in its utmost eitent, are called Assyrian^ by Josephi^^, 
aft ^panhejm observes. 
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CHAP. vn. 



i 



How Simon confederated himself with Antiochus PiuSf and 
made war against Trypho : and a little afterward against 
CendebeuS) the general of Antiochus*s army: as' also how 

, Simon was murdered by his son-in-law , Ptolemy y and that 
by treachery. 

§ 1. *Now a little while after Demetrius had been carried 
into captivity, Trypho his gpv ernor tdestroyed Antiochas 
the son of Alexander, who was also called the gody Jand this 
when he had reigned four years, though he gave it out that 
he died under the hands of the surgeons. He then sent his 

* It must here be diKgently noted, that Josephiis's copy of the first 
book of Maccabees, which he had so carefully followed, and faithfully 
abridged as far as the 50th verse of the twelfth chapter, seems there to 
have ended. What few things there are afterward common to botb» 
might probably be learned by him from some other more impcfect re- 
cords. However, we nnust exactly observe here, what the remaining 
part of that book of the Maccabees informs us. of, and what Josephus 
would never have omitted, hfid his copy contained so much, that this 
Simon the Great, the^laccabee, made a league with Antiochus Soter, 
the son of Demetrius Sot^r, and brother of the other Demetrius who 
was now a captive in Partbia, that upon his coming to the crowD» 
about the 140th year before the Christian aera, he granted great priv- 
ileges to the Jewish ffbtioii» and to Simon their high priest and eth- 
narch, which privileges Simon seems to have taken of his own accord 
about three years before. In particular, he gftve him leave to coin 
Bioney for his country with bis own &tamp : and as concerning Jeru- 
salem, And the sanctuary, that they should befreet or, as the vulgar 
Latin hath it, holy and freCf 1 Maccab. xv. 6, 7, which I take to be the 
true reading, as being the very words of his father's concession offered 
to Jonathan several years before, ch. x. 31, and Antiq. B. "iiii. cb. 
ii. § 3. ycA. iii. Now what makes these dates and these grants, greatly 
remarkable, is the state of the ren;)ainiDg genuine shekels of the Jews 
with Samaritan characters, which seem to ha^e been (mostof ihem at 
least) coined i^ the four first years of this Simon the Asmonean, and 
having upon them these words on Qne side, Jerusalem the holy^ and;on 
the reverse. In the year of freedom, 1 , or 2,, or 3, or 4, which shekels, 
therefore, are original monuments of these times, and undeniable marks 
of the truth of the history in these chapters, though it be in great mea.- 
sure omitted by Josephus. See Essay on the Old Test. p. 157, 158, 
The reason why I rather suppose that his copy of the Maccabees want- 
ed these chapters, tBan that his own copies are here imperfect, is this, 
that all their contents are not here omitted, though much the greatest 
part be." 

t How Trypho killed this Antiochus, the epitome of Livy informs 
us, ch. Iv. viz. that he corrupted tiis physicians or surj^eons, who fialee- 
ly pretending to the people ihat he was perishing with the stone, as they 
cut him for it, killed him, which exactly agrees with Josephus. 

I That this Antiochus, the son of Alexander Balas, was called ih^ 
god, is evident from his coins, which Spanheim assures us bear Vhi^ 
loscription, king Anliochua the god, Epiphancs the victorious. 
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friends, and those that were most intimate with him to the 
soldiers ; and promised that he would give them a great deal 
ef money, if they would make him king. He intimated to 
them that Demetrfus was made a captive by the Parthians 5 
and that Demetrius's brother A ntiochus, if became to be king, 
would do them a great deal of mischief, in way of t-evenge 
for their revolting from his brother. So the soldiers, in ex- 
pectation of the wealth they should get by bestowing the king- 
dom on Trypho, made him their ruler. However, when 
Try pho had gained the management of affairs, he demonstrat- 
ed his disposition to be wicked; for while he was a private 
person, he cultivated a familiarity with the multitude, and 
pretended to great moderation, and so drew them on artfully 
to whatsoever be pleased ; but when he had once taken the 
kingdom, he laid aside any farther dissimulation, and was true 
Trypho^ vr\i\c\i behaviour made his enemies superior to him, 
for the soldiery hated him, and revolted from him to Cleopa- 
tra, the wife of Demetrius, who was then shut up in Seleucia 
with her children. But as Antiochus, the brother of Deme- 
trius, who was called Sater, was not admitted by any of the 
cities on account of Trypho, Cleopatra sent to him, and invit- 
ed him to marry her, ana to take the kingdom. Tlie reasons 
why she made this inviiation were these : that her friends 
persuaded her to it, and that she was afraid for herself, in 
case some of the people of Seleucia shouldT deliver up the city 
to Trypho. * 

2. As Antiochus was now come to Seleucia, and his forces 
increased every day, he marched to fight Trypho ; ahd hav- 
ing beaten him in the battle, he ejected him out of the Upper 
Syria into Phoenicia, and pursued him thither, and besieged 
him in Dora, which was a fortress hard to he taken, whiter 
he had fled. He also sent ambassadors to Simon, the Jewish 

_ ^high-priest, about a Ifeague of friendship and mutual assistance; 
who readily accepted of the invitation, and sent to Antiochus 
great sums of money and provisions for those that besieged 
Dora, and thereby supplied them very plentifully, so that for 
a littlfe while he was looked upon as one of his most intimate 
friends ; but stiH Trypho fled from Dora to Apamia, where 
he was taken during the siege, and put to death, when he had 
reigned three years. 

3. However, Antiochus forgot the kind assistance that Si- 
mon had afforded him in his necessity ; by reason of his covet- 
ous and wicked disposition, and committed an army of soldiers 
to his friend Cendebeus, and sent him at once to ravage Judea, 
and to seize Simon. When Simon heard of Antiochus's break- 
ing his league with him, although he were now in years, yet, 
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provoked with the unjust treatment he had met with from An« 
tiochus^ and taking a resolution brisker than his age could well 
bear, he went like a young man to act as general of his army. 
He also sent his sons before among the most hardy of his sol- 
diers, and he himself marched on with his army another way^ 
and laid many of his men in ambushes in the narrow valleys 
between the mountains; nor did he fail of success in any one 
of his attempts, but was too hard for bis enemies in every one 
of tkem. So he led the iest of his life in peace, and did also 
himself make a league with the Romans. 

4. Now he was the ruler of the Jews in all eight years : but 
at a feast, came to his end. It was caused by the treachery 
of his son-in-law Ptolemy 5 who caught j^lso his wife, and two 
of his sons, and kept them in bonds. He also sent some to 
kill John^ the third son, whose name was Hyrcanus ; but the 
ypung man perceiving them coming, he *avplded the danger 
he was in from them, and made haste into the city [Jerusalem,] 
as relying on th6 good-will of the multitude, because of the 
benefits they had received from his father, and because of the 
hatred the saipe multitude bore to Ptolemy, so that when 
Ptolemy was endeavouring to enter the city by another gate, 
they drove him away, as having already admhted Hyr<Jli- 
nus. 



CHAP. vm. 

Hyrcanus receives the high-priesifiood, and ejects Ptolemy 
out of the country, Antiochns makes war against Hyrca^- 
nusy and afterwards makes a league with him. 

^ 1. So Ptolemy retired to one of the fortresses that was 
above Jericho, which was called Dagon: but Hyrcanus hav- 
ing taken the priesthood that had been his father's before, 
and in the firjst place propitiated God by sacrifices, he then 
made an expedition against Ptolemy; and when he made his 
attacks upon the place, in other points he was too hard for 
him, but was rendered weaker than he by the commiseration 
he had for his mother and brethren, and by that only, for 

* Here Josepbus begins to follow, and to abridge the next sacred He- 
brew book, styled in the end of the first book of Maccabees, The 
Chronith of John [Hyrcanus's] highpriesthoody but in some of the Greek 
copies, the fourth book of Maccabtes, A Greek version of this chronicle 
was extant not very long ago, in the days of Santus Pagninus ; and Six- 
tus Seoensis, at Lyons, though it seems to have been there burnt, and 
40 be now utterly lost. See Sijitus Senensis'a account of it, and of its 
many Hebraisms, and its great agreement with Josephus's abridgement, 
Iq the Aulhcn. Rec. part i. p. 206, 207, 208. 
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Ptolemy brought them upon the wall, and tormented them in 
tlie sight of all, and threatened that he would throw, them 
down headlong unless Hyrcanus would ^ leave oflf the siege. 
And as he thought, that so far as he relaxed as to the siege 
and taking of the place, so much favour did he show to those 
that were dearest to him, by preventing their misery, his 
zeal about it was cooled. However, his mother spread out 
her hands, and begged of him that he would not grow remiss 
on her account, but indulge his indignation so much the more, 
and that he would do his utmost to take the place quickly, 
in order to get the enemy under his power, and then to 
avenge upon him what he had done to those that were dear- 
est to himself 5 for that death would be to her sweet, though 
with torment, if that enemy of theirs might but be brought 
to punishment for his wicked dealings to them. Now when 
his mother said so, he resolved to take the fortress imme- 
diately ; but when he saw her beaten, and torn to pieces, his 
courage failed him, and he could not but sympathize with 
what his mother suffered, and was thereby overcome. And 
as the siege was drawn out into lengjth by this means, that 
year on which the Jews use to rest came on, for the Jews 
observe this rest every seventh year, as they do every seventh 
day ; so that Ptolemy being *for this cause released from the 
w^ar, he slew the brethren of Hyrcanus, and his mother : and 
when he had so done, he fled to Z^no, who was called Coty' 
l(i8f who was then the tyrant of the city of Philadelphia. 

2. But Antiochus being very uneasy at the miseries that 
Simon had brought upon him, he invaded Judea in the fourth 
year of his reign, and the first year pf the principality of 
Hyrcanus, in the t hundred and sixxy-second Olympiad. And 

* Hence we leara> that in the days of this excellent high priest, John 
Hyrcanus, the observatrbn of the Sabbatic ytar^ as Josephus supposed 
required a rest from war, as did that of the wttkly Sabbath from work; I 
mean this, unless in the case of necessity, wh^n the Jews were attack- 
ed by. tiieir enemies, in which cause indeed, and in which alone they 
then allowed defensive fighting to be lawful even on the Sabbath-daVy 
as we see in several plafCs of Josephus, Antiq. B. xii. ch. vi. § 2. B. 
xiii ch. I. § 3. vol. iii Of the War, B. i. ch. vii. § 3 vol. v. Bat 
then It must be noted, that this rest from the war no way appears in 
the first book ofMaccabees, chap. xvi. but the direct contrary ; thougk 
indeed the Jews, in the days of Antiochus Epiphanes, did not venture 
upon fighting on the Sabbath-day, even in the defence of their own 
lives, till the Asmoneans or Maccabees decreed so to do, 1. Maccab. 
ii. 32 — 41. Antiq. B. xi. ch vii. § 2. 

t Josephus's copies, both Greek and Latin, having here a f:ros9 mis- 
take, when they say, that this first year of John Hyrcanus, which we 
have just now seen to have been a SabbiUic year, waa in the 162d 
Olympiad, whereas It was for certain the second year of the IGlet. 
See the like before, B. xii. ch* tU. $ <1 
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when he ha4 burnt the country, he shut up Hyrcanus in the 
city, which he^ encompassed round with seven encampments, 
but just nothing at the first, because of the strength of the wall, 
and because of the valour of the besieged, although they were 
once in 'want of water, which yet they were delivered from 
by a large shower of rain, which fell at the *setting of the 
Pleiade?. However, aboyt the north part of the wall, where 
it happened the city was upon a level with the outward ground, 
the king raised an hundred towers of three stories high, and 
placed bodies of soldiers upon them, and as he made his at- 
tacks every day, he cut a double ditch deep and broad, and 
confined the inhabitants within it as within a wall ; but the 
besieged contrived to make frequent sallies out, and if the 
enemy were not any where upon their guard, fell upon them, 
and did them a great deal of mischief, and if they perceived 
them, they then retired into the city with case. But be- 
cause Hyrcanus discerned the inconvenience of so great a 
number of men in the city, while the provisions were the 
sooner spent by tliem, and yet, as is natural to suppose, those 
great numbers did nothing, he separated the useless part, 
and excluded them out of the city, and retained that part only 
which were in the flower of their age, and fit for war. How- 
ever, Antiochus would not let those that were excluded go 
away, who, therefore, wandering about between the walls, 
and consuming away by famine, died miserably ; but when 
the feast of tabernacles was at hand, those that were within 
commiserated their condition, and received them in again. 
Arid when Hyrcanus sent to Antiochus, and desired there 
might be a truce for seven days, because of the festival, he 
gave way to this piety towards God, and made that truce ac- 
cordingly ^ and besides that, he sent in a magnificent sacri- 
fice, bulls with their thorns gilded, with all sorts of sweet 
spices, and with cpps of gold and silver. So tHbse that were 
at the gates received the sacrifices from those that brought 
them, and led them to the temple, Antiochus the mean while 
Yeasting his army ; which was a quite different conduct from 

. *' ' ' * ^ ' ' ' ' " ■' ' ■■ — r-— ^ 

* Thisheliacal setting of (ho Pleiades, or seveo. stars, was in thedavs 
of Hyrcanus and Josefiuus, early in the spring, about February, the 
time of the latter rain in Judea : and this, so lar as I remertiber, is the 
only astronomical character of time, besides one eclipse of the moon in 
the reign of Herod, that we meet with in all Josephus, the Jews being 
little accustomed to aslronomical observations, any farther than for the 
uses of their kalendar, and utterly forbidden those astrological uses 
which the heathens commonly made of them. 

~ t Dr. Hudson tells us here, that this custom of gilding the horns of 
iWe oxen that were to be sacrificed, is a known thing, both ia the 
poets and orators. 

TOXi. UU 1 
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Antiocbus Epiphanes, who, when he had taken the citji 
offered swine upon the ahar, and sprinkled the temple with 
the broth of their flesh, in order to violate the laws of the 
Jews, and the religion they derived from their forefathers; 
for which reason our nation made war with him, and would 
never be reconciled to him i but for this Antiochus, all men 
called him Antiochua the FiouSy for the great zeal he had 
about religion. 

3. Accordingly, Hyrcanus took this moderation of his kind- 
ly ; and when he understood how religious he was towards 
the Deity, he sent an embassage to him, and desired that he 
would restore the settlements they received from their fore- 
fathers. So he rejected the counsel of those that *would 
have him utterly destroy the nation, by reason of their way 
of living, which was to others unsociable, and did not regard 
tvhat they said. But being persuaded that all they did was 
^ut of a religious mind, he answered the ambassadors, that if 
the besieged would deliver up their arms, and pay tribute for 
Joppa, and the other cities which bordered upon Judea, and 
admit a garrison of his, on these terms, be would make war 
against them no longer. But the Jews, although they were 
content with the other conditions, did not agree to admit the 
garrison, because they could not associate with other peo* 
pie, nor converse with them ; yet were they willing instead 
of the admission of the garrison, to give him hostages, and five 
hundred talents of silver; of which they paid down three 
liundred, and sent the hostages immediately, which king An* 
tiochus accepted. One of those hostages was Hyrcanus's bro- 
ther : but still he broke down the fortifications that encooi- 
passed the city : and upon these conditions Antiochus raised 
the siege, and departed. 

4. But Hyrcanus opened the sepulchre of David, who ex- 
celled all other kings in riches, and took out of it three thpo- 
sand talents. He was also the first of the Jews that, relying 
on ^18 wealth, maintained foreign troeps. There was also a 
league of friendship and mutual assistance, made between 
them: upon which Hyrcanus admitted hira into the city, and 
furnished him with whatsoever his army wanted in great plen* 
ty, and with great generosity, and marched along with him 
when he made an expedition against the Parthians ; of which 
Nicolaus of Damascus is a witness for us; who in his history 
writes thus: " When Antiochus had erected a trophy at the 

» I III I I II H «I ■ I ■ I n I II h I I , ■ I ■ I ■■' 

* Tbit account in Josephus, that the present Antiochus was persua^ 
iedt tboogh in vain, not to make peace witit llie Jews* bat to cut 
'them off utterly, is fully confirmed by Dtodoms.Sicatiis, in Pbotius^ 
iitraets •at of bis d4th book. 
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river Lycus, upon his conquest of Indates, the general of the 
Parthians, he stayed there two days. It was at the desire of 
Hyrcanus the Jew, because it was such- a festival derived to 
them from their forefathers, whereon the law of the Jews did 
not allow them to travel." And truly he did not speak false- 
ly in saying so; for that festival, wliich we call Pentecost^ did 
then fall out to be next day to the Sabbath: nor is it *lawftil 
for us to journey, either on the Sabbath-day, or on a festival- 
day. But when Antiochus joined battle with Arsaces, the 
king of Parthia, he lost a great part of his army, and was him- 
self slain : and his brother Demetrius succeeded in the king- 
dom of Syria, by the permission of Arsaces, who freed him 
from his captivity at the same time that Antiochus attacked 
Parthia, as we have formerly related elsewhere. 

CHAP. IX. 

HoWf after the death of Antiochus y Hyrcanus made an expe^ 
dition against Syria^ and made a league with the Romans* 
tonceming the death of king Demetrius^ and Alexander. 

% 1. But when Hyrcanus heard of the death of Antiochus^ 
Jie presently made an expedition against the cities of Syria,^ 
hoping to find them destituteof fighting men, and of such as 
were able* to defend them. However, it was not till the sixth 
month that he took Medaba, and that not without the great 
distress of his army. After this he took Samega, and the 
neighbouring places ; and besides these, Shechem, and Ge- 
rizzim, and the nation of the Cutheans, who dwelt at the 
temple which Alexander permitted Sanballat, the general of 
his army, to build, for the sake of Manasseh, who was son- 
in-law to Jaddua the high-priest, as we have formerly relat- 
ed; which temple was now deserted two hundred years af- 
ter it was built. Hyrcanus took also Dora, and Marissa, ci- 
ties oi Idumea, and subdued all the Idumeans ; and permit- 
ted them to stliy in that country, if they would circumcise 
their genitals, and make use of the laws of the Jews; and 
they were so desirous of living in the <;ountry of their fore- 
fathers, that they tsubmitted to the use of circumcision, and 

* The Jews were not to match or journey on the Sabbath » or on 
such a great festival as was equivalent to the Sabbath, any further than 
a Sabbath-day" sjoximty, or 2000 cubits, see the note on Antiq. B. xx. 
ch viii. § 6. vol. v. 

t This account of the Idumeans admitting circumcision, and the en- 
tire Jewish law, from this time, or from tlie days of Hyrcanus is con- 
firmed by their entire history afterward. See antiq. B. xiv. ch. viii. $ 
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•f the rest of the Jewbh ways of living, at which timet, 
therefore, this befell them, that they were hereafter no other 
than Jews. 

2. But Hyrcanus the high-priest was desirous to renev 
that league of friendship they had with the Romans. Ac- 
cordingly, he sent an embassage to them : and when the se- 
nate had received their epistle, they made a league of friend- 
ship with him, after the following manner : " Fanius, the 
son of Marcus the praetor, gathered the senate together on 
the eighth day before the ides of February, in the senate- 
house, when Lucius Manlius, the son of Lucius, of the Men- 
tine tribe, and Caius Sempronins, the son t>f Caius, of the 
Falerian tribe, were present. The occasion was, that the 
ambassadors sent by the *people of the Jews, Simon the 
son of Dositheus, and ApoUonius, ihe son of Alexander, and 
Diodorus, the son of Jason, who were good and virtuous men, 
had somewhat^to propose about that league of friendship and 
mutual assistance which subsisted between them and the Ro- 
mans, and about other public affairs, who desired that Joppa, 
and the havens, and Gazara, and the springs [of Jordan,] 
and the several other cities and countries of theirs, which 
Antiochus had taken from them in the war, contrary to the 
4ecree of the senate, might be restored to them 5 and that 

1. B. XV. ch. vii. § 9, vol iii. Of the War, B. ii. ch. iii. § 1, B. ir. 
eh. iv. § 6. vol. v. This, in the opinion of . Josephus, made (hem 
proselytes of justice, or entire Jews, as here and elsewhere, Anliq. B. 
xiv. ch. viii. § 1. However, Antigonus, the enemy of Herod, though 
Herod were derived from such a proselyfe of justice for several gene- 
rations, will allow him to be no more than' a W/Jeio, B. xiv. ch* XV. 
4 2. But still, take out of Dean Prideaux, at the year 1 19, the words of 
Ammonius, a grammarian, which fully confirm this account of the Idu- 
raeans in Josephus : " The Jew^s, says he, are such by nature, and from 
(he beginning, whilst the fdumeanfi Were not Jews from the beginning, 
but Phcenicians, and Syrians ; but being afterward subdued by the Jews, 
and compelled to be circumcised, and to unite into one naiioD, and be 
subject to the same laws, they were called Jews." Dio aJso say^y^s 
the Dean there quotes him, from book xxxvi. p. 37, " That country is 
called Judea, and the people Jews : and this name is given also to as 
many others as embrace their religion, though of other nations." But 
then upon what foundation so good a governor as Hyrcanus took upon 
him to compel these Idumeans either to become Jews, or to leave their 
country, deserves great consideration. I suppose it was because they 
bad long ago been driven out of the land ot Edom, and had seized on 
apd possessed the tribe of Simeon, and all the southern parts of the tribe 
of Judah, which was the peculiar inheritance of the worshippers of 
the true God without idolatry, as the reader may learn from Reland, 
Palistin. part. i. p. 154, 305, and from Prideaux, at the years 140 andl65. 
* In this decree of the Roman senate, it seems, that these ambassa* 
dors were sent from the people of the Jews as well as from their princcor 
High priciij John Hi/rcanus, . 
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it might not be lawful for the Jung's troops to pass through 
their country, and the countries of those that are subject to 
them : and that what attempts Antiochus had made during 
that war, without the decree of the senate, might be made 
void; and that they would send ambassadors, who should 
take care that restitution be made them of what Antiochus 
had taken from them, and that they should make an estimate 
of the country that had been laid waste in the war; and that 
they would grant them letters of protection to the kings, and 
free people, in order to their quiet return home. It was, 
therefore, decreed, as to those points, to renew their league 
of friendship and mutual assistance with these good men, 
and who were sent by a good and a friendly people." But 
thai as to the letters desired, their answer was, that the se- 
nate would consult about that matter when their own affairs 
would give them leave^ and that they would endeavour for 
the time to come, that no like injury would be done them: 
and that their praetor Fanius, should give them money out of 
the public treasury to bear their expenses home. And thus 
did Fanius dismiss the Jewish ambassadors, and give them 
money out of the public treasury ; and gave the decree of 
the senate t^those that were to conduct them, and to take 
care that they should return home in safety. 

3. And* thus stood tlie affairs of Hyrcanus the high-priest, 
Dut as for king Demetrius, who ,had a mind to make a war 
against Hyrcanus, there was no opportunity nor room for it, 
while both the Syrians, and the soldiers, bare ill-will to him, 
because he was an ill man. But when they had sent ambas- 
sadors to Ptolemy, who was called Physcon^ that he would 
send them one of the family of Seleucus, in order to take the 
kingdom, and he had sent them Alexander, who w&s called 
Zebinaj with an. army, and there had been a battle between 
them, Demetrius was beaten in the fight, and fied to Cleopa- 
tra his wife to Ptolemais, but hi^ wife would not receive him. 
He went thence to Tyre, and was there caught, and when 
he had suffered much from his enemies before bis death, he 
was slain by them. So Alexander took the kingdom, and 
made a league with Hyrcanus, who yet, when he afterward 
fought with Antiochus, the son of Demetrius, whp \?aS cgll$4 
Gryfus^ was also beaten in the fight and slairu 
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CHAP. X. 

How t^on the quarrel between Antiochia Grypusy andAntio* 
ehu8 CyzicenuSy about the kingdom, Hyrcanus took Samaria, 
and utterly demolished it ; and how Hyrcanus joined himself 
to the sect of the Sadducees, and left that of the Pharisees. 

^ %. When Antiochus had taken the kingdom, he was 
afraid to make war against Judea, because be beard that his 
brother by\be same mother, who was also called Antiochus , 
was raising an army against him out of Cyzicum, so he staid 
in his own land, and resolved to prepare himself for the at- 
tack he expected from his brother, who was called Cyzicenus, 
because he had been brought up in that cit^. He was the 
son of Antiochus that was called Soter, who died in Paithia. 
He was the brother of Demetrius, the father of Grypus, for 
it had so happened, that one and the same Cleopatra was 
married to two who were brethren, as we have related else- 
where. But Antiochus Cyzicenus coming into Syria, con- 
tinued many years at war with his brother. Now Hyrcanus 
lived all this while in peace; for after the death of Antio- 
chus, he *revolted from the Macedonians, noj^did he any^ 
longer pay them the least regard, either as their subject, or 
their friend, but his affairs were in a very improving and 
flourishing condition in the times of Alexander Zebina, and 
especially under these brethren, for the war which they had 
with one another, gave Hyrcanus the opportunity of enjoy- 
ing himself in Judea quietly, insomuch that he got an im- 
mense quantity of money. However, when Antiochus Cy- 
zycenus distressed his land, he then openly showed what he 
meant. And when he saw that Antiochus was destitute of 
Egyptian aqxiliaries, and that both he and his brother were 
jin an ill condition in the struggles they had one with another, 
fie despised them both. 

2. So he made an expedition against Samaria, which was a 
very strong city; of whose present name, Sehaste, and its re- 
Gilding by Herod, we shall speak at a proper time : but he 
^4»ade his attack against it, and besieged it with a great deal of 
pains; for he was greatly displeased with the Samaritans for 
the injuries they had done to the people of Marissa, a colony 
•f the Jews, and confederate with them, and this in compliance 

* Dean Prideaos takes notice at the year 130, that Justin, in agree* 
nent with Josephus, say?^ '< The power of Ihe Jews was now grown 
so great, that after this Antiochus, tney would not bear any Macedoni- 
an king over them, and that they set up a government of their oWOi 
ftnd infested Syria with great wars." 
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to the kings of Syria. When he had, there/ore, drawn a ditch, 
and built double walls round the city, which were fourscore 
furlongs long, he set his sons Antigonus and Aristobulus over 
the siege, which brought the Samaritans to that great distress 
by famine, that they were forced to eat what used not to he 
eaten, and to call for Antiochus Cyzicenus to help them, who 
came readily to their assistance, but was beaten by Aristobu- 
lus; and when he was pursued as far as Scythopolis by the 
two brethren, he got away : so they returned to Samaria, and 
shut them again within the wall, till they were forced to send 
for the same Antiochus a second time to help them, who pro- 
cured about six thousand men from Ptolemy Lathyrus,.which 
were sent him without his mother's consent, who had then in 
a manner turned him out of his government* With these 
Egyptians, Antiochus did at first overrun and ravage the coun- 
try^ of Hyrcan us after the manner of a robber, for he durst 
not meet him in the face to fight with him, as not having an 
array sufficient for that purpose, but only from this supposal, 
that by thus harassing his land, he should force Hyrcanus to 
raise the siege of Samaria; but because he fell into snares, 
and lost many of his soldiers therein, he went away to Tripoli, 
and committed the prosecution of the war against the Jews to 
Caliamander and Epicraf^s. 

3. But as to Callimander, he attacked the enemy too rash- 
ly, and was put to flight, and dest4^oyed immediately; and as 
to Epicrates, he was such a lover of money, that he openly 
betrayed Scythopolis, and other places near it, to the Jews, 
but was not able to make them raise the siege of Samaria. 
And when Hyrcanus had taken that city, which was not done 
till after a year's siege, he was not contented with doing that 
only, but he demolished it entirely, and brought rivulets to it 
to drown it, for he dug such hollows as might let the water 
run under it; nay. he took away the very marks that there 
had ever been such a city there. Now a very surprising 
thing is related of this high-priest Hyrcanus, how God came 
to discourse with him : for they say that on the very same 
day ou which his sons fought with Antiochus Cyzicenus, he 
was alone in the temple, as high-priest, oflering incense, and 
heard a voice, that "his sons had just then overcome Antio- 
chus." And this he openly declared before all the multi- 
tude upon his coming out of the temple ; and accordingly, it 
proved true : and in this posture were the afiairs of Hyr- 
canus. / 

4. Now it happened at this time, that not only those Jews 
who were af Jerusalem and in Judea were in prosperity, but 
ajso those of thep that were at Alexandria, and in Egypt, and 
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Cyprus; for Cleopatra the queen was at variance with her 
son Ptolemy, who was called Lathyrm, and appointed for her 
generals Chelcias and Ananias, the sons of that Onias, who 
built the temple in the prefecture of Heliopolis, like to that 
at Jerusalem as we have elsewhere related. Cleopatra, en- 
trusted these men with her army ; and did nothing without 
their advice, as Strabo of Cappadocia attests, when he saith 
thus. " Now the greater part, both those that came to Cy- 
prus with us, and those that were sent afterwards thither, re- 
volted to Ptolemy immediately; only those that were cailled 
Onias^s party ^ being Jews, continued faithful, because their 
countrymen Chelcias and Ananias were in chief favour with 
the queen." These are the words of Strabo. 

5. However, this prosperous state of affairs moved the 
Jews to envy Hyrcanus ; but they that were the worst dis- 
posed to him were the * Pharisees, who are one of the sects 
of the Jews, as we have informed 3'ou already. These have 
so great a power over the multitude, that when they say any 
thing against the king, or against the high-priest, they are 
presently believed. Now Hyrcanus was a disciple of theirs, 
and greatly beloved by them. And when he once invited 
them to a feast, and entertained them very kindly, wlien he 
saw them in a good humour, he began to say to them, that 
^•' they knew he was desirous to be a righteous man, and to 
do all things whereby he might please God, which was the 
profession of the Pharisees also. However, he desired, that 
if they observed him offending in any point, and going out of 
the right way, they would recall him back, and correct him." 
On which occasion they attested to his being entirely virtu- 
ous ; with which commendation he was well pleased. But 
still there was one of the guests there, whose name was 
iEleazar, a man of an ill temper, and deligliting in seditious 

* Tlie original of the Sadducees, a.i a considerable party amons: the 
Jews; being coQiained in this and the two following 8€c4'johs, take fiean 
Prideaux':} note ii|ion this their 6r8t public app'arance, which I suppose 
to be true: "Hyrcanus, says be, vyent over to thej)arly of the Saddu- 
cees, that is, by ejiibracjiig their doctrine against the traditions of the 
ciders, added to tlie \: ritten law, and made of equal aulliority with H> 
but not ihcAr doctrint* against the resurrection, and a future state, for 
tbb cannot be supposed of so good and righteous a man as John Hyrca* 
nus is said to be. It is mo.^l prob^bie, that at this time, the Sadducees 
bad gone im fnrllier in the d cirir.e^ of that sect than to deny all their 
unwritten traditi'ins.. vvhicli the Pnarisees were so fond of; for Josephus. 
mentions no other dlflffrcT.ee at thii^ time between them, neither does 
be say th;»t Hyrcanu^ went over to the Sadducees in any other particu- 
lar, than i(t tne abolinhiug of ail i be traditionary constitutions of the 
Pharisees, which our Saviour condemned as well as they." [At the 
^ear 108] 

\ T^if slander; that arof f from a Pharisee, has bee^ preserred b^ 
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practises. This man said, " Since thou desirest to know the 
truth, if thou Wilt be righteous in earnest, lay down the high- 
priesthood, and content thyself with the civil government of 
the people." And when he desired to know for what cause 
he ought to lay down the high-priesthood ? the other re- 
plied, " We have heard it from old men, that thy mother 
had been a captive under the reign of Antiochus Epipha- 
nes.^' This story was false ; and Hyreanus was provoked 
against him ; and all tlie Pharisees had a very great indig- 
nation against him. 

6. Now there was one Jonathan, a very great friend of 
Hyrcanus's, but of the sect of the Sadducees, whose notions 
are* quite contrary to those of the Pharisees. He told Hyr- 
eanus, that " Eleazar had cast such a reproach upon him, ac- 
cording to the common sentiments of all the Pharisees, and 
that this would be made manifest if he would but ask them 
the question, What punishment they thought this man deserv- 
ed ? for that he might depend upon it, that the reproach was 
not laid on him as his crime deserved." So the Pharisees 
made answer, that ^^ he deserved stripes and bonds, but that 
it did not seem right to punish reproaches with death." And 
indeed the Pharisees, even upon other occasions, are not apt 
to be severe in punishments. At this gentle sentence, Hyr- 
eanus was very angry, and thought that this man reproached 
liim by their approbation. It was this Jonathan who chiefly 
irritated him, and influenced him so far, that he made him 
leave the paity of the Pharisees, and abolish the decrees 
they had imposed on the people, and to punish those that ob- 
served them. From this souree arose that hatred which he 
and his sons met with from the multitude ; but of these mat- 
ters we shall speak hereafter. What I would now explain is 
this, that the Pharisees have delivered to the people a great 
many observances by succession from their fathers, which are 
not written in the laws of Moses ; and for that reason it is 
that the Sadducees reject them, and say, that we are to esteem 
those observances to be obligatory which are in the written 
word, but are not to,ol>serve what are derived from the tra- 
dition of our forefathers. And concerning these things it is 
that great disputes and differences have risen among them, 
while the Sadducees are able to persuade none but the rich, 
and have not the populace obsequious to them, but the Pha- 
risees have the multitude on their side. But about these two 

their successors tbe Rabbins to these later ages : for Dr. Hudson as- 
sures us, that David Gantz, in bis chronology, S. pr. p. 77, in Vorslius's 
version, relates that Hyrcatms'g mother was taken captive in moupt 
Modith. Seech xiii. § 5. 

»■ 
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sects, and that of the Cssen9, 1 have treated accurately in the 
second book, of the Jewish affairs. 

7. But when Hyrcanus had put an -end to this sedition, he 
after that lived happily, and administered the government in 
the best manner for thirty-one years, and then *diecl ; leav- 
ing behind him five sons. He was esteemed by God worthy 
of the three greatest privileges, tlie government of his nation, 
the dignity of the high-priesthood, and prophecy ; for God 
was with him, and enabled him to know futurities ; and to 
foretell this in particular, that as to his two eldest sons, he 
foretold tha^lhey would not long continue in the government 
of public affairs: whose unhappy catastrophe will be worth 
our description, that we may thence learn how very much 
they were inferior to their father's happiness. 



CHAP. XL 

Sow Aristohulus^ when he had taken the government y first of 
all put a diadem on his h^ad, and was most harharjomly 
cruel to his mother and his brethren; and how ^ after he 
had slain AniigonuSy he himself died. 

§ 1. Now when their father Hyrcanus was dead, the eldest 
,son Aristobulus, intended to change the government into a 

* Hr-r^ ends (he high |>rieslhood and the lUe of jhi.^Cicelleul persoa 
John Hyrcanus ; and together with him the holy theocracy^ or diviiu 
goverfment of the Jewish nation, and its concomitant oracle of Urim. 
I*^w follows the profane and tyrannical Jewish monarehu, first of the 
Asaioneaos or Maccabees^ and then of Herod the g«*eat| the idumean, 
till (he coming o: (he Messiah. See the note on Antiq. B. iij. cb. viii. § 9. 
Here Strabo's le-tiraony on tbispccasion, B. avi. p. 761, 762 " Those, 
88y3he,tha( succeeded Moses, continued Cor some lime in earnest, both 
in righteous actions, and in piefy ; but after a while there were others 
that took upon theui the high -priest hood ; at first superstitious, and after- 
Ward (lyrannical persons- Sacl\ a prophet was sMoses ; and those that 
succeeded him beginning in a way not to be blamed, but changed for 
the worse. And when it openly appeared that the government was 
become tyrannical, Alexander was the first that set up himself for a 
king instead of a priest ; and bis sons were Hyrcanus and Aristobulus.'* 
All in agreement with Josephus, excepting this, that Strabo omits the 
first king Aristobulus, who reigned but a single year, and seems hardly 
to have come to his knowledge. Ts'ow indeed does Aristobulus, the 
•on of Alexander, pretend that the name of king was taken before his 
father Alexander took it himself, Antiq. B. xiv ch. iii. § ^. See also ch. 
xii. § 1, wliich favour Strabo also. And indeed, if we may judge from 
the very different characters of the Egyptian Jews under high -priests, 
and of the Palestine Jews under king«, in the two next centuries, we 
may well suppose, that the divine Shechinah was removed into Egypt, 
and that the worshippers at the temple of Onias were better meo tbaa 
ikofQ at the temple of Jerusaleqi, 
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kingdom, for so he resolved to do, first of all put a diadem 
on his liead, four hundred eighty and one years and three 
months after the people had been delivered from, the Baby- 
lonish slavery, and were returned to their own country again. 
This Arisiobulus loved his next brother Antigonus, and treat-* 
ed him as his equal, but the others he held in bonds. He 
also cast his mother into prison, because she disputed the 
government with him, for Hyrcanus had left her to be mis- 
tress of all. He also proceeded to that degree of barbarity^ 
as to Iciil her in prison with hunger ; nay, he was alienated 
from his brother Antigonus by calumnies, and added him to 
the rest whom he slew, yet he seemed to have an affection 
for him, and made him above the rest, a partner with him in 
the kingdom. Those calumnies he at first did not give cre- 
dit to, partly because he loved him, and so did not give heed 
to what was said against him, and partly because he thought 
the reproaches were derived from the envy of the relaters. 
But when Antigonus was once returned from the army, and 
that feast was th^ at hand, when they make tabernacles to 
[the honour ofj God,' it happened that iCristobulus was fallen 
sick, and that Antigonus went up most splendidly adorned, and 
with his soldiers about him in their armour, to the temple, to 
celebrate the feast, and to put up many prayers for the reco- 
very of his brother, when some wicked persons, who had a 
great mind to raise a difference between the brethren, made 
use of this opportunity of the pompous appearance of Anti- 
gonus, and of the great actions which he had done, and went 
to the king and spitefully aggravated the pompous show of 
his at the feast, and pretended that all these circumstances 
"Were not like those of a private person ; that these actions 
were indications of an affectation of royal authority; and that 
his coming with a strong body of men, must be with an inten- 
tion to kill him ; and that his way of reasoning was this, that 
it was a silly thing in him, while it was in his power to reign 
himself, to look upon it i^s a great favour that he was honour- 
ed with a lower dignity by his brother. 

2. Aristobulus yielded to these imputatiortSj but took cafe 
tioth that his brother should not suspect him, and that he 
himself might not run the hazard of his own safety; so he 
ordered his guards to li^ in a certain place that Was under 
ground and dark, (he himself then lying sick in the tower 
which was called Antonia,) and be commanded them that in 
case Antigonus came in. to him unarmed, they should not touch 
any body, but if armed, they should kill him ; yet did he send 
to Antigonus, and desire that he would come unarmed: but 
the queen, and those that had joined with her in the plo-t 
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against Antigonus, persuaded the messenger to tell him the 
direct contrary: how his brother had heard that he had 
made himself a fine suit of armoiir for war, and desired liim 
to come to him in that armour, that he might see how fine it 
was. So Antigonus, suspecting no treachery, but depending 
on tlie good-will of his brother, came to Aristobulus armed 
as he used to be, with his entire armour, in order to show, it 
to him; Ixiit when he was come at a place which wa« called 
Strato^s Toiom'f where the passage happened to be exceedii^ 
dark, the guards slow him ; which death of his demonstrates, 
that nothing is stronger than envy and calumny, and that no- 
thing does more certainly divide the good-will, and natural 
affections of men than those passions. . But here one may 
take occasion to wonder at one Judas, who was of the sect of 
the Essens, and who never missed the truth in his predic- 
tions ; for this man, when he saw Antigonus passing by the 
temple, cried out to his companions and friends, who abode 
with him as his *scholars, in order to learn the art of fore- 
telling things to come, " That it was good for him to die now, 
since he had spoken falsely about Antigonus, who is still alive, 
and I see him passing by, although he had foretold he should 
die at the place called Strato*8 Tower, that very day, while 
yet the place is six hundred furlongs off, where he had fore- 
told he should be slain; and still this day is a great part of 
it already past, so that he was in danger of proving a false 
prophet.'^ As he was saying this, and that in a melancholy 
mood, the news came that Antigonus was slain in a place 
tender ground, which itself was also called Strato^a Tower, or 
of the same name with that in Cesarea which is seated at the 
sea. This event put the prophet into a great disorder. 

3. But Aristobulus repented immediately of this slaughter 
of his brother; on which account his disease increased upon 
him, and he was disturbed in his mind upon the guilt of such 
^ckedness, insomuch that his entrails were corrupted by his 
intolerable pain, and he vomited blood: at which time one of 
the servants that attended upon him, and was carrying hb 
blood away, did, by divine providence, as I cannot but sup- 
pose, slip down, and shed part of his blood at the very place 
where th^re were spots of Antigonus's blood there slain still 



* Hence we learn, (hat the Es»cns pretended to have rules whereby 
men mitht forftell things to come, and that this Judas the Essen, taught 
thos6 rules to bis scholars ; but whether their pretence were of an as- 
trological or maeical nature, which yet io sdch religious Jews, who 
were utterly forbidden such arts, is no way probable, or to any Bath 
^1, spoken of by the later Rabbins, or otherwise, I cannot tell, Se^ 
or the War, B. il 4:h. viii. $ 12. vol. v. 
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remaining ; and when there was a cry -made by the specta- 
tors, as if the servant had on purpose shed the blood on 
that place, Aristobulus heard it, and inquired what the matter 
was ? And as they did not answer him, he was the more ear- 
nest to know what it was, it being natural to men to suspect 
that what is thus concealed is very bad : so upon his threat- 
ening, and forcing them by terrors to speak, they at length 
told him the truth; whereupon he shed many tears, in that 
disorder of mind which arose from his consciousness of what 
he had done, and gave a deep groan, and said, " I am not, 
therefore, I perceive, to be concealed from God, in the im- 
pious and horrid crimes I have been guilty of, but a sudden 
punishment is coming upon me for the shedding the blood of 
my relations. And now, O thou most impudent body of mine, 
how long wik thou retain a soul that ought to die, in order to 
appease the ghosts of my brother and my mother? Why dost 
thou not give it all up at once? And why do I deliver up my 
blood, drop by drop, to those whom I have so wickedly mur- 
dered?" In saying which last words, he died, having reign- 
ed a year. He was called a lover of the Grecians; and had 
conferred many benefits on his own country, and made war 
against Iturea, and added a great part of it to Judea, and com- 
pelled the inhabitants, if they would continue in that countryj 
to be circumcised, and to live according to the Jewish laws. 
He was naturally a man of candour, and of great modesty, as 
Strabo bears witness, in the name of Timagenes, who says 
thus : " This man was a person of candour, and very ser*. 
viceable to the Jews, for he added a country to them, and 
obtained a part of the nation of the Itureans for them, and 
bound them to them by the bond of the circumcision of their 
genitals." 

CHAP. xn. 

How Alexander y when he had taken tite government made an 

expedition against PtolemaiSy and then raised the siege out 

of fear of Ptolemy Lathyrus ; and how Ptolemy made war 

against him, because he had sent to Oleopatra to persuade 

her to make war against Ptolemy, and yet pretended to be in 

friendship with him, when he beat the Jews in battle. 

• 

^ 1. When Aristobulus was dead, his wife SSlome, wjio, by 
the Greeks, was CB\]ed Alexandra, let his brethren out of pri- 
son, (for Aristobulus nad kept them in bonds, as we have 
said already,) and made Ale^cander Janneus king, who was 
the superior in age, and in moderation. Tiiis child happeix* 

VOL. in. K 
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ed to be hiited by his father as soon as he was born^ and could 
never be permitted to come into his father's sight till he 
died. The occasion of which hatred is thus reported : When. 
Hyrcanus chiefly loved the two eldest of his sons, Antigonus 
and Aristobulusy God appeared to him in his sleep, of whom 
he inquired, which of hb sons should be hb successor? 
Upon God's representing to him the countenance of Alexan- 
der, he was grieved that he was to be the heir of all his 
goods, find suflered him to be brought up in *Galilee. How- 
ever, God did not deceive Hyrcanus, for after the death of 
Aristobulus, he certainly took the kingdom; and one of his 
brothers, wno affected the kingdom, he slew, and the other^ 
who chose to live a private and quiet life, he had in esteem^ 
2. When Alexander Janneus had settled the government 
in the manner that he judged best, he made an expeditioa 
against Ptolemais ; and having overcome the men in battle^ 
he shut them up in the city, aud sat round about it, and be- 
sieged it; for of the maritime cities there remained only Pto- 
lemais and Gaza to be conquered, besides Strato's Tower, 
and Dora, which were held by the tyrant Zoilus. Now while 
Antiochus Philometor,and Antiochus, who was called Cyzice- 
nu8y were making war one against another, and destroying 
one another's armies, the people of Ptolemais could have no 
assistance from them ; but when they were distressed with 
this siege, Zoilus, who possessed Strato's Tower, and Dora, 
and maintamed a legion of soldiers, and on occasion of the 
contest between the kings, affected tyranny himself, came 
and brought some small assistance to the people of Ptolemais ; 
nor indeed had the king such a friendship for them, as that 
they should hope for any advantage from them. Both those 
kings were in tlie case of wrestlers, who finding themselves 
deficient in strength, and yet being ashamedto yield, put off 
the fight by laziness, and by lying still as long as they can. 
The only hope they had remaining was from the kings of 
Egypt, and from Ptolemy Lathyrus, who now held Cyprus^ 
and who came to Cyprus when he was driven from the go- 
vernment of Egypt by Cleopatra his mother: so the people 
of Ptolemais sent to this Ptolemy Lathyrus, and desired him 
to come as a confederate, to deliver them, now tl^ey were in 
such danger, out of the hands of Alexandf^r. And as the am- 
* " ■■' ' ■ ' ' ' " I II —————* 

* The reason Why Hyrcanas suffered not this ion of his whonn be did 
not love to come into Judea, but ordered hiaii to be broaght up in <}ali^ 
lee, is suggested by Dr. Hudson, that Galilee was not esteemed so hap- 
py and well cultivated a country as Judea, Matt. xxvi. 73. John vii. 52. 
Acts ii. 7> although another obvious reason occurs also, that he was far- 
thetout of his sight in Galilee than hfr would hare been in Judea, 
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bassadors gave him hopes^ that if he would fiass over into 
Syria, he would have the people of Gaza on the side of those 
of Ptolemais ; as also they said, that Zoilus, and besides these 
the Sidonians, and many others would assist them, so he was 
elevated at this, and got his fleet ready as soon as possible. 

3. But in this interval, Deraenetus, one that was of abilities 
to persuade men to do as he would have them, and a leader of 
the populace, made those of Ptolemais change their opinions, 
and said to them, that " it was better to run the hazard of being 
subject to the Jews, than to admit o( evident slavery by de- 
livering themselves up to a master 5 and besides that, to have 
not only a war at present, but to expect a much greater war 
from Egypt, for that Cleopatra would not overlook an army 
raised by Ptolemy for himself out of the neighbourhood, but 
would come against them with a great army of her own, and 
this because she was labouring to eject her son out of Cyprus 
also ; that as for Ptolemy, if he fail of his hopes, he can still 
retire to Cyprus, but that they will be left in the greatest 
danger possible.'' Now Ptolemy, although he had heard of 
the change that was made in the people of Ptolemais, yet did 
he still go on with his voyage, and came to the country called 
Sycamine^ and there set his army on shore. This army of 
his in the whole, horse and foot together, were about thirty 
thousand, with which he marched near to Ptolemais,^ and there 
pitched his camp : but when the people of Ptolemais, neither 
received his ambassadors, nor would hear what they^hadto 
say, he was under a very great concern. 

4. But when Zoilus, and the people of Gaza, came to him, 
and desired his assistance because their country was laid 
waste by the Jews, and by Alexander, Alexander raised the 
siege for fear of Ptolemy : and when he had drawn off his 
army into his own country, he used a stratagem afterwards, 
by privately inviting Cleopatra to come against Ptolemy, but 
publicly pretending to desire a league •f friendship and mu- 
tual assbtance with him : and promising to give hiiti four hun- 
dred talents of silver, he desired that, by way of requital, he 
would take off Zoilus the tyrant, and give his country to the 
Jews. And then indeed Ptolemy, with pleasure, made such 
a league of friendship with Alexander, and subdued Zoilus : 
but when he afterwards heard, that he had privily sent to Cle- 
opatra his mother, he broke the league with hhn, which yet 
he had confirmed with an oath, and fell upon him, and besieg- 
ed Ptolemais, because it would not receive him. However, 
leaving his generals' with some part of his forces to go on 
with me siege, he went himself immediately with the rest to 
lay Judea waste ^ and when Alexander understood this to be 
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Ptolemy's intention^ he also got together about fifty thou- 
sand soldiers out of his own country : nay^ *as some writers 
have said, eighty thousand. He then took his army, and went 
to meet Ptolemy ; but Ptolemy fell upon Asochis, a city of 
Galilee, and took it by force on the Sabbath-day, and there he 
took abput ten thousand slaves, and a great deal of other prey. 
5. He then tried to take Sepphoris, which was a city not 
far from that which was destroyed, but lost many of his men ; 
yet did he then go to fight with Alexander, which Alexander 
met him at the river Jordan, near a certain place called Sa^ 
photh, [not far from the river Jordan,] and pitched his camp 
near to the enemy. He had, however, eight thousand in the 
first rank, which he styled Hecatontomachiy having shields of 
.brass. Those in the first rank of Ptolemy's soldiers also had 
shields covered with brass : but Ptolemy's soldiers in other 
respects were inferior to those of Alexander, and thereupon 
were more fearful of running hazards : but Philostephanus^ 
the camp-master, put great courage into them, and ordered 
them to pass the river, which was between their camps : nor 
did Alexander think fit to hinder their passage over it, for he 
thought, that if the enemy had once gotten the river on their 
back, that he should the easier take them prisoners, when 
they could not flee out of the battle: in the beginning of which, 
the acts on both sides with their hands, and with their alacri- 
ty, were alike, and a great slaughter was made by both the 
armies, but Alexander was superior, till Philostephanus op- 
portunely brought up the auxiliaries to help those that were 
giving way ; but as there were no auxiliaries to afford help to 
that part of the Jews that gave way, it fell out that they fled, 
and those near them did not assist them, but fled along with 
them. However, Ptolemy's soldiers acted quite otherwise; 
for they followed the Jews, and killed them, till at length 
those that slew them, pursued after them,fwhen they had made 
them run away, and slew them so long, that their weapons of 
iron were "blunted, and their hands quite tired with the slaugh- 
ter; for the report was, that thirty thousand men were then 
slain. Timagenes says they were fifty thousand. As for the 
rest, they were part of them taken captives, and the other 
part ran away to their own country. 

* From these and other occasional expressions, dropped by Josephus^ 
we may learn^ that where the sacred books of the Jews were deficient* 
he had several other histories then extant, but now most of them lost, 
which he faithfully followed in his own history: nor indeed have w» 
any other records of those times, relating to Judca, that can be com- 
pared to these accounts of Josephu&; though when we do meet with aa* 
ihentic fragments of such original records, they almost always confirm 
* *- history. 
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6. After this victory, Ptolemy overran all the country; 
and when night came on, he abode in certain villages of Ju- 
dea, which, when he found full of women and children, he 
commanded his soldiers to strangle them, and to cut them to 
pieces, and then to cast them into boiling caldrons, and then to 
devour their limbs as sacrifices. This commandment was 
given, that such as fled from the battle, and came to them, 
might suppose their enemies were cannibals, and eat men's 
flesh, and might on that account be still more terrified at them 
upon such a sight. And both Strabo, and Nicolaus [of Da- 
mascus] affirm, that they used these people after this manner, 
as I have already related. Ptolemy also teok Ptolemais by 
force, as we have declared elsewhere. 



CHAP. xni. 

How Alexander J upon the league of mtitual defence which Ck" 
opcLtra had agreed tvith him, made an expedition against 
Coeloeyria, and utterly overthrew the city of Gaza; ant 
how he slew many ten thousands of Jews that rebelled 
against him : also concerning Antiockus GrypuSj SeleucuSf 
Antiochus CyzicenuSy and Antiochus PiuSy and others. 

^ X. When Cleopatra saw that her son was grown great,, 
and laid Judea waste, w'iihout disturbance, and had gotten the 
city of Gaza under his power, she resolved no longer to over- 
look what he did, when he was almost at her gates ; and she 
concluded, that now he was so much stronger than before, he 
would be very desirous of the dominion over the Egyptians ;, 
but she immediately marched against him with a fleet at sea, 
and an army of foot on land, and made Cheldas and Ananias 
the Jews, generals of her whole army, while she sent the 
greatest part of her riches, her grand*children, and her tes- 
tament, to the people of *Cos. Cleopatra also ordered her 
son Alexander to sail with a great fleet to Phoenicia; and 
when that country had revolted, she came to Ptolemais ; and 
because the people of Ptolemais did not receive her, she be- 
sieged the city: but Ptolemy went out of Syria, and made 
baste into Egypt, supposing that he should find it destitute of 
an army, and soon take it, though he failed of his hopes. At 

* This citv or Island Cott is not that remote island in the Egean sea, 
famoas for the birth of the great Hippocrates, bat a city or island of the 
saiiM name adjoining to Egypt, mentioned both by Stephanos and Ptol- 
emy, as Dr. tladson informs os. Of which Cos, and the treasures there 

' 1 up by Cleopatra and the Jews, see Aatlq. B. liv. ch. 7. $ 2. 
K 2 
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this time Chelclas, one of Cleopatra's generals^ happened to 
die in Coelosyri^, as he was in pursuit of Ptolemy. 

2. When Cleopatra heard of her son's attempt, and that 
tftis Egyptian ei^pedition did not succeed according to his ex* 

' pectations, she sent thither part of her army, and drove bim 
out of that country \ so when he was returned out of Egypt 
again, he abode, during the winter, at Gaza, in which time 
Cleopatra took the garrison that was at Ptolemais by siege, 
as well as the city: and when Alexander came to her, he 
gave presents, and such marks of respect as were but proper, 
since under the miseries he endured by Ptolemy, he had no 
other refuge butcher. Now there were some of her friends 
who persuaded her to seize Alexander, and to overrun and 
take possession of the country, and iM)t to sit still and see such 
a multitude of brave Jews subject to one man. Bnt Ananias's 
counsel was contrary to theirs, who said that "she would do 
an unjust action if she deprived a man that was her ally of that 
authority which belonged to him, and this a man who is re* 
tated to us ; for, said he, I would not have thee ignorant of 
this, that what injustice thou dost to him will make all us that 
are Jews to be thy enemies." This desire of Ananias's, 
Cleopatra complied with, and did jio injury to Alexander, but 
made a league of mutual assistance with bim, at Scythopolis, 
a city of Coelosyria. 

3. So when Alexander was delivered from the fear he was 
in of Ptolemy, he presently made an expedition against Coe- 
losyria. He took also Gadara, after a siege of ten months. 
He also took Amathus, a very strong fortress belonging to 
the inhabitants above Jordan, where Theodorus, the son of 
Zeno, had his chief treasure, and what he esteemed most pre- 
cious. This Zeno fell unexpectedly upon the Jews, and slew 
ten thousand of them, and seized upon Alexander's baggage : 
yet did not this misfortune terrify Alexander, but he made an 
expedition upon the maritime parts of the country, Raphia, 
and Anthedon, (the iiame of which, king Herod afterward 
4;hanged to Agrippias,) and took' even that by force; but 
when Alexander saw that Ptolemy was retired from <>aza to 
Cyprus, and his mother Cleopatra was returned into Egypt, 
he grew angry at the people of Gaza, because they had in- 
vited Ptolemy to assist them, and besieged their chy, and ra-^ 
vaged their country. But as ApoUodotus, the general of the 
army of Gaza, fell upon the camp of the Jews by night, witb 
two thousanc^ foreign, and ten thousand of his own forces, 
while the night lasted, those of Gaza prevailed, because th^ 
«neirty was made to believe that it was Ptolemy who/ attacj^ 
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edthem; but when day was come on,. and that mistake was 
corrected, and the Jews knew the truth of the matter, they 
came back again, and fell upon those of Gaza, and slew of 
them about a thousand : but as those of Gaza stoutly resisted 
them, and would not yield for either their want of any thing, 
nor for the great multitude that were slain, for they would 
rather suffer any hardship whatever, than come under the 
power of theic enemies* Aretas, king of the Arabians, a 
person then very illustrious, encouraged them to go on with 
alacrity, and promised them that he would come to their as- 
sistance; but it happened, that before became, Apollodotus 
was slain, for his brother, Lysimachus envying him for the 
great reputation which he had gained among the citizens, slew 
him, and got the army together, and delivered up the city to 
Alexander, who, when^ he came in at first,lay quiet, but af- 
terward set his army upon the inhabitants of Gaza, and gave 
them leave to punish them : so some went one way, and 
some went another, and slew the inhabitants of Gaza; yet 
were not they of cowardly hearts ; but opposed those that 
came to slay them, and slew as many of the Jews; and some 
of them, when they saw themselves deserted, burnt thek 
own houses, that ^he enemy might get none of their spoils ; 
nay, some of them, with their own hands, slew their chil- 
dren, and their wives, having no other way but this of avoid- 
ing slavery for them'; but the senators, who were in all ^v^ 
hundred, fled to Apollo V temple, (for this attack happened to 
be made as they were sitting,) whom^Alexander slew ; and 
when he had utterly overthrown their city, he returned to . 
Jerusalem, having spent a year in that siege. 

4. About this very time •Antiochus, who was called Gry-< 
pus, died. His death was caused by Heracleon^s treachery, 
when he had lived forty-five years, and had reigned "ftwen- 
ty-nine. His son. Seleucus succeeded him in the kingdom ; 
and made war with Antiochus, his father's brother, who was 
called Antiochus Cyzicenus^ and beat him, and took him pri- 
soner, and slew him. But after a while . JAntiochus, the son 
of Cyzicenus, who was called PtM«, came to Aradus, and put 
a diadem on his own head ; and made war with Seleucus, and 

* This account of the death of Antiochus Grjpus is confirmed by Ap* 
pian, Syriac, p. 132, here cited by Spanheim. 

t Porphyry sajrs, that Antiochus Giypus reigned about 26 yf ars, as 
Dr. Hudson observe?. 

X The copies of Josephus, both Greek and Latin, have here so grossly 
false a reading) wdn/(ocAKf and Anhniut, or Antoniiu Pius, for Aniio* 
chut PiuSf that the editors are forced to correet the text from the other 
historians, who all agree that this king's name was nothing more ih^i^ 
Aniiochiu Pivs* 
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beat hlxn, and drove him out of all Syria. But when he fled 
out of Syria^ he came to Mopsuestia again, and levied money 
upon them ; but the people of Mopsuestia bad indignation at 
what he did, and burnt down hb palace, and slew him^ toge- 
ther with his friends. But when Antiodius, the son of Cy- 
zicenus, was kuig of Syria, "^Antiochus, the brother of Se- 
leucus, made war upon him, and was overcome, and destroy- 
ed^ he and hb army. After him, his brother Philip put on 
the diadem, and reigned over some part of Syria; but Ptole- 
my Lathyrus sent for hb fourth brother, Demetrius, who was 
called EuceruSf from Cnidus, and made him king of Damas^ 
cus. Both these brothers did Antiochus vehemently oppose^ 
but presently died ; for when he was come as an auxiliary to 
tLaodice, queen of the Gileadites, when she was making war 
against the Parthians, and he was fighting courageous^, he 
fell, while Demetrius and Philip governed Syria, as hath been 
elsewhere related. 

5. As to Alexandet", his own people were seditious against 
him; for at a festival which was then celebrated, wfa^ he 
stood upon the altar, and was going to sacrifice, the nation 
rose upon him, and pelted him with citrons, [whidi they then 
had in theur hands, because] the law of the Jews required, 
that at the feast of the tabernacles every one should have 
branches of the palm-tree and citron tree: which thine we 
have elsewhere related. They also reviled him, as |aeriv- 
ed from a captive, and so unworthy of his dignity and of sa- 
crificing. At this he was in a rage, and slew of them about 
six thousand. He also built a partition waH of wood roond 
about the altar, and the temple, as far as that petition within 
which it was only lawful for the priests to enter^ and by thb 
means he obstructed the multitude from coming at him. He 
also maintained foreigners of Pisidia and Cilicia, fer as to the 
Syrians, he was at war with them, and so made no use of 
them. He also overcame the Arabians, such as the Moabites, 

*' These two brothers, Antiochus and Pbilippos, are eslled twins by 
Porphyry ; the fourth brother was kiog of Damascus: both which are 
the observations of Spaoheim. 

t This Laodicea was a city of Gilead beyond Jordan. Howeveri 
Forhyry says, that this^ Antiochus Pius did not die in this battle, but 
running awavy was drowned in the river Orontes. Appiaa says, thkt be 
was deprived of the kinedom of Syria by Tieranes: but Porphyry maker 
I his Laodice queen of the Calamans: all which is noted by Spanheim. 
In such confusion of the latter historians, we have no reason to prefer 
any of them before Josephus, who had more original ones before him. 

I This reproach upon Alexander, that he was sprung from a captive, 
seems only the repetition of the old Pharisaical calumny upon his father, 
chap. X. {5. 
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and Gileadites, and made them bring tribute. Moreover, he 
demolished Amathus, while *Theodorus durst not fight with 
him 5 but as he had joined battle with Obedas, king of the Ara- 
bians, he fell into an ambush, in places that were rugged, and 
difficult to be travelled over, he was thrown down into a deep 
valley, by the multitude of die camels,- at Gadara, a village of 
Gilead, and hardly escaped with his life. From thence he 
fled to Jerusalem, where, besides his other ill success, the na- 
tion insulted him, and he fought against them for six years, 
and slew no fewer than Mty thousand of them. And when 
he desired that they would 'desist from their ill-will to him, 
they hated him so much the more, on account of what had al- 
ready happened; and when he asked them what he ought to 
do? they all cried out, that "he ought to kill himself.'* 
They also sent to Demetrius Eucerus, and desired him to 
make a league of mutual defence with them. 



CHAP. XIV. 

How Demetritia Eucerus overcame Alexander ^ and yet in a 
little time retired out of the country for fear of the Jews .• 
as also how Alexander slew many of , the Jews, and thereby 
got clear of his troubles. Concerning the death of Demetrius* 

<^ 1. So Demetrius came with an army, and took those that 
invited him with him, and pitched his camp near the city She- 
chem: upon which Alexander, with his six thousand two 
hundred mercenaries, and about twenty thousand Jews, who 
were his party, went against Demetrius, who had three thou- 
sand horsemen, and forty thousand footmen. Now there 
were great endeavours used on both sides; Demetrius try- 
ing to bring off the mercenaries that were with Alexander, 
because they were Greeks, and Alexander trying to bring off 
the Jews that were with Demetrius. However, when nei- 
ther of them coukl persuade them so to do, they came to a 
battle, and Demetrius was the conqueror, in which all Alex- 
ander's mercenaries were killed, when they had given dehnon- 
strations of their fidelity and courage. A great number of 
Demetrius's soldiers were slain also. 

2. Now as Alexander fled to the mountains, six thousand of 
the Jews hereupon came together [from Demetrius] to him, out 
of pity at the change of his fortune: upon which Demetrius 
was afraid, and retired out of the country ; after which, the 
Jews fought against Alexander, and, being beaten, were slain 

* This Theodoruswas the soiiof Zeno, and was in possession of Ama - 
thus, as we learn from § 3, foregoing. 
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in great numbers, in the several battles which they had : and 
when he bad shut up the most powerful of them in the city 
Bethome, he besieged them therein ; and when he had taken 
the city, and gotten the men into his power, be brought them 
to Jerusalem, and did one of the most barbarous actions in 
the world to them ; for as he was feasting with his concubines, 
in the sight of all the city, he ordered about eight hundred of 
them to be crucified, and while they were living, he ordered 
the throats of their children and wives to be cut before their 
eyes. This was indeed by way of revenge for the injuries 
they had done him 5 which punishment yet was of an inhu- 
man nature, though we suppose that he had been never so 
much distressed, as indeed he had been, by his wars with 
them, for he had by their means come to the last degree of 
hazard, both of his life, and of his kingdom, while they were 
not satisfied by themselves only to fight against him, but intro- 
duced foreigners also for the same purpose; nay, at length 
they reduced him to that degree of necessity, that he was for- 
ced to deliver back to the king of Arabia the land of Moaband 
Gilead, which he had subdued, and the places that were in 
them, that they might not join with them in the war against 
him, as they had done ten thousand other things that tended 
to affront and reproach him. However, this barbarity seems 
to have been without any necessity, on which account he bare 
the name of 9,*Tkracian among the Jews : whereupon the 
soldiers that had fought against him being about eight thou- 
sand in number, ran away by night, and continued fugitives all 
the time that Alexander lived; who, being now freed firom any 
farther disturbance from them, reigned the rest of his time in 
the utmost tranquillity. 

3. But when Demetrius was departed oiit of Judea, he 
went to Berea, and besieged his brother Philip, having with 
him ten thousand footmen, and a thousand horsemen. How- 
ever, Strato the tyrant of Berea, the confederate of Philip, 
called in Zizon, the ruler of the Arabian tribes, and Mithri- 
dates Sinax, the ruler of the Parthians, who coming with a 
great number of forces, and besieging Demetrius in his en- 
campment, into which they had driven him with their arrows, 
they compelled those that were with him by thirst to deliver 
up themselves. So they took a great many spoils out of that 
country, and Demetrius himself, whom they sent to Mithri- 
dates, who was then king of Parthia; but as to those whom 
they took captives of the people of Antioch, they restored 

• Thii name Thraeida which the Jews gave Aleiander, must, by the 
coherence, denote as barbarous as a Hiracian, or somewhat like it ; but 
ivhat it properly signifies is n»t known. 
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them to the Antiocbians without any reward. Now Mlthri- 
dates^ the king of Parthia, had Demetrius in great honour till 
Demetrius ended his life by sickness. So Philip, presently 
after tlie flight was over, came to Antioch, and took it, an4 
reigned over Syria. 



CHAP- XV. 

How Anttochus, who was caUed DionymSj and after him Are* 
tasyfnade expeditions into Judea ; asydlsoy how Alexan- 
der , took many cities^ and then returned to Jerusalem ; 
and ctfter a sickness of three years died; nndwhat counsel 
he gave to Alexandra. 

% 1 . After this, Antiocbus, who was called * Dionysus^ and 
was Philip's hrother, aspired to the dominion, and came to 
Damascus, and got^ the power into his hands, and there he 
reigned: but as he was making war against the Arabians, his 
brother Philip heard of it, and came to Damascus, where Mi- 
lesius had been left governor of the citadel, and the Damas- 
cens themselves, delivered up the city to him; yet because 
Philip was become ungrateful to him, and had bestowed upon 
him nothing of that in hopes whereof he had received him 
into the city, but had a mind to have it believed that it was 
rather delivered up out of fear, than by the kindness of Mi- 
lesius, and because he had not rewarded him as he ought te 
have done, he became suspected by him, and so was obliged 
to leave Damascus again; for Milesius caught him marching 
out into the Hippodrome, and shut him up in it, and kept Da- 
mascus for Antiocbus [Eucerus,] who, hearing how Philip's 
affairs stood, came back out of Arabia. He also came imme- 
diately, and' made an expedition against Judea, with eight 
thousand armed footmen, and eight hundred horsemen. Sm 
Alexander, out of fear of his coming, dug a deep ditch, begin- 
ning at Chabarzaba, which is now called Antipatrisy to the 
sea of Joppa, on which part only his army could be brought 
against him. He also raised a wall, and erected wooden tow- 
ers, and intermediate redoubts, for one hundred and Mty fur- 
longs in length, and there expected the coming of Antiocbus : 
but he soon burnt them all, and made his army pass by that 
way into A rabia. The Arabian king [Aretas] at first retreat- 
ed> but afterward appeared on the sudden with ten thousand 

* Spanbeim takes notice, that this Antiocbus Dionysus [the brother 
of Philip, and of Demetrius Eucerus, and of two others,] was the fifth 
son of Antiocbus Gr3rpus ; and that he is styled on the coins, Anti9chits 
Bpiphants Dionysus, 
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liorsemen. Antiochus gave them the meeting, and fought 
^iesperately ; and indeed when he had gotten the victory, and 
was bringing some auxiliaries to that part of his army that was 
in distress, he was slain. When Antiochus was fallen, his ar- 
ray fled to the village Cana, where the greatest part of them 
perished by famine. 

2. After him *Aretas reigned over Coelosyria, being call- 
ed to the government by those that held Damascus, by rea- 
son ©f the hatred they bare to Ptolemy Menneus. " He also 
made thence an expedition against Judea, and beat Alexan- 
der in battle, near a place called Adida; yet did he, upon 
certain conditions agreed on between them, retire out of 
Judea. 

3. But Alexander marched again to the city of Dios, and 
took it; and then made an expedition against Cssa, where 
was the best part of Zeno's treasures, and there he encom- 
passed the place with three walls ; and when he had taken 
the city by fighting, he marched to Golan and Seleucia : and 
when he had taken these cities, he besides them, took that 
valley which is called the valley of Antiochus, as also the 
fortress of Gamala, He also accused Demetrius, who was 
gt>vernor of those places, of many crimes, and turaed him 
out : and after he had spent three years in this war, he re- 
turned to his own country, when the Jews joyfully received 
him upon this his good success. 

4. i^ow at this time the Jews were in possession of the 
following cities, that had belonged to the Syrians, and Idu- 
means, and Phoenicians. At the sea-side, Strato^s Tower, 
ApoUonia, Joppa, Jamnia, Ashdod,Gaza, Anthedon, Raphia, 
and Rhinocolura; in the middle of the country, near to Idu- 
mea, Adora, and Marissa ; near the country of Samaria, mount 
Carmel, and mount Tabor, Scythopolis, and Gadara; of the 
country of the Gaulonites, Seleucia, and Gabala; in the coun- 
try of Moab, Heshbon, and Medaba, Lemba, and On>nas,Ge- 
Ihhon, Zara, the valley of the Cilices^ and Pella; which 
last they utterly destroyed, because its tinhabitants would 

* This Aretas was the first king of the Arabians who took Damascus^ 
and reigned there ; which name became afterwards common to sack 
^Arabian kings, both at Petra and at Damascus, as we learn from Jose- 
phus in many places, and from St. Paul, 2 Cor. xi. 32. See the. note on 
Antiq. B. xvi. ch ix. § 4. 

i yVe may here, and elsewhere* take notice, that whatever countries 
or cities the Asmoneans conquered from any of the neighbouring na- 
tions, or whatever countries or cities (hey gained from them, thai had 
not belonged to them before, they, after the days of Hyrcanus, com- 

{lelled the inhabitants to leave their idolatry, and entirely to receive Uie 
aw of Moses, as proselytes of justice; or else banished them mto other 
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not bear to change their religious rites for those peeuliarto 
the Jews. The Jews also possessed others of the principal 
cities of Syria, which had been destroyed. 

5 After this, king Alexander, although he fell into a dis- 
temper by hard drinking, and had a quartan ague which held 
him three years, yet would not leave off going out with his 
army, till he was quit^ spent with the labours he had under- 
gone, and died in the bounds of Ragaba, a fortress beyond Jor- 
dan. But when his queen saw that he was ready to die, and 
liad no longer any hopes of surviving, she came to him weep- 
ing and lamenting, and bewailed herself, and her sons on 
the desblate condition they should be left in ; and said to him^ 
" To whom dost thou thus leave me and my.children, whp 
are destitute of all other supports, and this when thou know- 
est how much ill-will thy nation bears thee ?" But he gave 
her the following advice: "That she need but follow what 
he should suggest to her, in order to retain the kingdom se- 
curely with her children, that she should conceal his death 
from the ^soldiers till she should have taken that place j after 
this, she should go in triumph, as upon a victory, to Jerusalem, 
and put some of her authority into the hands of the Phari- 
sees, for that they would commend her for the honour she had 
done them 5 and would reconcile the nation to her; for he 
told her, they had great authority among the Jews, both to do 
hurt to such as they hated, and to bring advantages^to those 
to whom they were friendly disposed, for that they are then 
believed best of all by the multitude when they speak any se- 
vere things against others; though it be only out of envy at 
them. And he said, that it was by their means that he had 
incurred the displeasure of the nation, whom indeed he had 
injifti^d. Do thou, therefore, said he, when thou art cpmeto 
Jerusalem, send for the leading men among them, and show 
them my body, and, with great appearance of sincerity, give 
them leave to use it as they themselves please, whether they 
will dishonour the dead body by refusing it burial, as having 
severely suf&red by my means, or whether, in their anger^ 
they win offer any other injury to that body. Promise 
them also, that thou wih do nothing without them in the af- 
fairs of the kingdom. If thou dost biit say this to them, I shall 
have the honour of a more gloi^ous funeral from them than 
thou couldst have made for me: ind wheif it is in their power 
^—•■^-^""^■■—^•"— ■■•■—""*— ••■^"■"■"■■■■— ■■••■— ^i"^""'^i^"*"»""""»^'—^"—"""" ' ■ • 
lands. That excellent prince, John Hyrcanusy did it to the Idumeansy 
as I hare noted on chap. ix. § I, already, who lived then in the promis- 
ed land, and this I suppose justly; bat by what right the rest did it* 
even to coantries or cities that were no part of that land, I do not at all 
know. This looks Uio like onjost persecatioo for rdfgion. 

VOL* at. . L 
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to abuse my d^ boc^ ihey wiH do it no ii^y at ^1, and 
ibott wilt rale in safety."* So when he had given his wife 
thb advice, he died, after be had reigned twemynseven yesirs, 
9nd lived fi% years vithin one. 



CHAP. XVI. 

Sow Akitandray hv gaining the good^iU of the Phariseesre* 
tained the Idngaom nine yeara, and then, hmmmg dmemmny 
glorious actionSf died. 

^ 1. So Alexandra, when she had taken the fortress, act- 
ed as her hoalmnd had suggested to her, and spake to the 
Pharisees, and put all tlungs into their power, both as to the 
dead body, and as to the afikirs of the kingdom, and thereby 
pacified their anger against Alexander, and made them bear 
good^will and friendsldp to him; who then came among the 
moltitade, and made speeches to them, and laid before them 
the actions of Alexander, and told them, that they -had lost a 
righteous king; and by the commendation the^ gave him, 
tl^y brought niem to grieve, and to be in heaviness for him^ 
so that he had a funeral more splendid than had any of the 

"* it seens by ibis dying advice of Alexander Janneus to his wife, that 
he had himsdf pursued the measures of his father Hyrcanus, and taken 
rart with the Sadducees, who kept close to the written law, agMnat the 
Pharisees, who had introduced their own traditions, ch. xtL § 2, and 
that he now saw a political necessity of submitting to the Pharbees, and 
Iheif traditions hereafter, if his widow and family minded to retain the 
Bionarehica] government, or tyranny over the Jewish nation : which 
sect ^et, thus supported, were at least in a great measure the rain of the 
religion, eovernment, and the nation of the Jews, and brought Ibem 
Into so wicked a state, that the vengeance of God came upon them to 
their niter excision. Just thus did Caiphas politically advis^ th& Jewish 
Sanhedrim, John xi. GO, TfuUit was expedient for them that me man 
should die for the people, and that the whole Tvation perish no(; and this 
in consequence of their own political supposal, ver. 48, that If Iheykt 
Jems alone, with his miracles, all men woiUtl believe on him, and the. 
lUimans would eome and take away both their place and nation. Which 
political crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth brought down the vengeance 
of God upon them, and occasioned those very Romans, of whom they 
seemed so much afraid, that to prevent it they put him to death, acta- 
ally to eome and take a^ayhoth their place and nation, within 38 years 
aflerwards. Fbeat-tily wish the politKians of Christendom would con- 
sider these and the liKe^ieMm{de8,:and iro longer sacrifice all virtue und 
religion to their pernicious ^ckemaa^ govoroment, 4o 4be hAafpo% 
down the judgment of God upon themselves, and the several nations 
intrusted to their care. But this is a digression : I wish it were an 4in^ 
seasonable one c^o. Josepbus himself several times makes snch di« 
gressions, and I ber^ venture to foUow him* See one ef |hem »l tte 
conclusion of the very aei^t chapter. 
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kings before Juai. Alexander left biehitid Mm two sons,' 
Hyroaottf and AnstobuliiSy but committed the kingdom to Al» 
ejumdra. Now as to these two sons, Hyrcanus was indeed 
unable to manage public affiurs, and delighted rather in a quiet 
Hfe; but tiie yoonger, Aristob^us, wa»an active and a bold 
man ; and for this woman herself, Alexandra,, she was loved 
by the muhitude, because she seemed displeased at the o& 
fences her husband had been guilty of. 

2. So she nnde Hyrcanus high-priekt, because he was el* 
der,but much more because he cared 'not to meddle with 
politics, and permitted the Pharisees to do every thing; to 
whom also she ordered the multitude to be obedient. She 
abo restored again tluKse practices which the Pharisees had 
introduced, according to the tradition of their forefathers, and 
which her father-in-law, Hyrcanus had abrogated. So she 
had indeed the name of the Regent, but the Pharisees had 
the authority; for it was they who restored su6h as had l>een 
banished, and set such as were prisoners at liberty, and, to 
say all at onc#, they differed in nothing from lords. How« 
«ver, the queen also, took care of the affairs of the kingdom, 
and go^t togetW a great body of mercenary soldito, and 
increased her own army to such a degree, thttt she b^ame 
terrible to the neighbouring tyrants, and took hostages of diem : 
and the country was entirely at peace, excepting the Phari- 
sees; for they disturbed the queen^ and desired that she 
woidd kitt those who persuaded Alexander to slay the eight 
faundved men ; after which ^y cut die throat of one of them, 
Diogenes: and after him they did the same to several, one 
after another, till the men that were the most potent came 
Into the palace, and Aristobulus with ifaem ; for he seemed 
to be displeased at what was done, and it appeared openly, * 
that if he had an opportunity, he would not permit his mo- 
ther to go on so. ^^ These put the queen in mind what great 
dttigers they had gone through, and great things they had done, 
whereby they had demonstrated the firmness of their fidelity 
to their master, insomuch that they had received the greatest 
marks of fovour from him ; and they begged of her, mat she 
would not ^ftteriy blast their hopes, as it now happened, that 
when they escaped die hazards that arose from their [openl 
enemies, they were to be €ixt off at hone by their [privatej 
enemies, like brute beasts, without any help whatsoever* 
They said also, that if their adversaries would be satisfied 
with those that had been stain already, they would take what 
had been done patiently, on account of their natural love to 
their governors; but if they must expect the same for the 
liiture also^ they implored of her a dismission from ibmr sec* 
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vice^ for they could tiot bear to tldnk (^ attemptiiig anj i 
thod for their ddhrerance without her, but would rather die 
willingly before the palace gate, in case she would not togive 
them. And that it was a great shame, both for themselves^ 
and for the queen, that when they were neglected by her^ 
they should come under the laiAi of her husband's enemies | 
for that Aretas, the Arabian king, and the monarchs, would 
give any reward, if they could get such men as foreign auxil- 
iaries, to whom their very names^ before their voices be 
heard, may perhaps be terrible: but if they could not obtain 
this their second request, and if she h^d determined to prefer 
the Pharisees before them, they still insisted that she would 
place them every one in her fortresses ; for, if some fat^ 
demon hath a constant spite against Alexander's house, diey 
would be willing to bear their part, and to live in a private 
station there.'' 

3. As these men said thus, and called upcm Alexander^ 
ghost for commiseration of diose already slain, and those io 
danger of it, all the by^ianders brake out ipto tears : but 
Aristobulus chiefly made manifest what .were his sentiments^ 
and used many reproachfnl expressions to his mother, [say* 
ing,] ^^ Nay, indeed, the case is this, that they have been 
themselves the authors of their own calamities, who have per- 
mitted a woman, who, against reason, was mad with ambidon^ 
to reign over them, when there were sons in the flower of 
their age fitter for it." So Alexandra, not knowing what to 
do with any decency, committed the fortresses to them, dl 
but Hyrcania, and Alexandrium, and Macherus, where her 

Erincipal treasures were. After a little while also, she sent 
er son Aristobulus with an army to Damascus against Ptx>- 
lemy, who was called, Menneua^ who was such a bad neigb- 
bour to the city ; but he did nothing considerable there, imd 
so returned home. 

4. About this time news was brought that Tigranes, the 
king of Armenia, had made an irruption into Syria with *flve 
hundred thousand soldiers, and was coming against Judea, 
This news, as may well be supposed, terrified the queen^ 
and the nation. Accordingly, they sent him many and very 
valuable presents, as also ambassadors, and that as he 
besieging Ptolemais; for Selene the queen, the same that ^ 



* The oainberof600,000or.eveB 900,000, as one Greek copy, with 
the Latin copies, have it, for Tigranet's army> that came out of Anne* 
nia into Syria and Judea, seems much too large. We have had alr«adv 
several such extravagant numbers in Josephus's present copies, whica 
are not to be at all ascribed to him. Accordingly, I incline to Dr. H^^ 
son's emendation here, which supposes them but 4»000. 
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aiw caUcdrCfaopa^iiy ruled tkea over S^xia, wjho liad peiv 
soaded the iiduibitants to .exclude Tigzanes. &o ihe Jewish 
avbaBsadors iater4:eded with iam, and entneafied him ihat he 
WQuid detemiine nothing that was seYere about idieir queen^ 
OAioation. He .conuDeiided them for the respects they paid 
him at so great a distance : and gave them good hopes of lus 
£ai¥oiir. But as soon as Ptokmais was taken, news 4:9aae to 
T%ranes, that Luoullus, in his pursuit of Mithcidates, couUL 
not light upon him, who was fled into Iberia, but was laying 
Wfwte Amieaia, and besi^ng its cities. Now when Tigra^ 
nes Imew this, he returned home. 

5 A^r this, when the queen wasihllen into a dangerous 
distemper, Aiistobulus resolved to attempt the seizing of the 
government ; so he stole away secretly by night, with only 
oaeof his servants, and went to the fortresses, wherein Jbia 
friends, that were such from the days of his ftithar, were set- 
tfed : for as he had been a great while displeased at his mo- 
^ ther's conduct, so he was now much more afraid, lest upon 
her death, their whole family should be under the power of 
the Pharisees, for he saw the inability of his brother, who 
was to succeed in the government: nor was any one con- 
scious of what he was doing, but only hb wife, whom he 
left at Jerusalem with their clUldren. He first of all came to 
Agaba, where was Gale^es, one of the potent men before 
saentioned, and was received by him. When it was day, the 
queen perceived that Aristobulus was fled; and ibr some 
time she supposed that his departure was not in order to 
make any innovation, but when the idessengers came one aiP* 
ter another, with the news that he had secured the first place, 
the second place, and all the places, for asitoon as one had 
began they all submitted to his disposal, then it was that the 
queen and the nation were in the greatest disorder, for they 
were aware, that it would not be long ere Aristobulus would 
-be^able to settle himself firmly in the government. What 
they principally were afraid of was this, that he would infliet 
punishment upon them Ibr theiaadtreatmait his house^had 
hadlromUiem: so theyfcesolvedto take his wife and children 
into custody, and keep them in the ^fortress that was over 
the temple. Now there was a migh^ confluxof people that 
came to Arutd>ulu8 from allparts, inspmuch thathehada 
kind of royal attendance about him, for in a little more than 

II. ■ I H I I u rn III! mn ■! I i| t immmmmm'amtmmmr'mmi^mfrfmm^^m n M fr ^m^irmm f * - » i i ii m » i ■ > 

* This foctretSy eattlei citMiel} or lower, whither the wife and efail* 
dreo of Aristobulus were jiAW sent, amf which overlpoked the templey 
could be no other than what Ityrcanusl. builti Antiq. B.,iviii. ch. iy. 
§ 3. volnv. and Herod the great rebuilt, and^called the Tower ofjirao* 
nia, Antiq. B. xv. ch. xi. § 5. 
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fifteen days, he got twenty-two strong places, whkh gave him 
the opportunity of raisingan army from Libanus, and Tracho- 
nitis, and the monarcha; for men are easily led by the greats- 
er number, and easily submit to them. And besides this, 
that by affording him their assistance, when he could not «l- 
pect it, they, as well as he, should have the advantages that 
would come by his being king, because they had been the 
occasion of his gaining the kingdom. J^ow the elders of the 
Jews, and Hyrcanus with them, went in unto the que^n, and 
desired, <^ that she would give them her sentiments about 
the present posture of affairs, for that Aristobulus was in ef- 
fect lord of ahnost all the kingdom by possessing so many 
strong holds, and that it was absurd for them to take any 
counsel by themselves, how ill soever she were, while she 
was alive, and that the danger would be upon them in no long 
dme. But sh^bid them do what they thought proper to be 
done : that they had many circumstances in theur favour still 
remaining, a nation in good heart, an army, and money in their ^ 
several treasuries, for that she had small concern about pub- 
lic affairs now, when the strength of her body already failed 

6. Now a little while after she had said this to them, she 
died, when she had reigned nine years, and had in all lived 
seventy-^hree. A woman she wfi|^ who showed no signs of 
weakness in her seXy for she was sagacious to the grei^est 
degree in her ambition of governing; and demonstrated by 
her doings, at once, that her mind was fit for action, and 
that sometimes men themselves show the little understanding 
they have by the frequent mistakes they make in point of 
government; for she always preferred the present to Aitori- 
ty, and preferred the power of an imperious dominion above 
fdl things, and in comparison of that had no regard to whaf 
was good, or what was right. However, she brought the af- 
fairs of her house to such an unfortunate condition, that^e 
was the occasion of the taking away that authority from it, 
and that in no long time afterward, which she had obtaiaea 
by a vast number of hazards and misfortunes, and this out of 
a desire of what does not belong to a woman, and all by a com^ 
pliance with her sentiments with those that bare iU-will to their 
family, and by leaving the administration destitute of a proper 
support of great men: and indeed her management, duHng 
her adminbtration, whHe she was alive, was such, as filled 
the palace after her death with calamities and disturbance. 
However, although this had been her way of governing, she 

Preserved the nation in peace. And this is the conclusion of 
le affairs of Alexandra. . 
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CONTAINING AN INTERVAL OF 32 YEARS, 
[Prom the death (^f Queen Alexandra to the death of Antigonns.} 

CHAP. I. 

2%e war between Aristohulus and Hgrcaims about the king' 
dom; and how they made an agreement that jiristobuluB 
sh^mld be kingy andHyrcanuB live a private life ; ai also 
haw Hyrcanusy a httk afterward^ was persuaded by Anti" 
pater tofty to Aretas. 

^ 1. We have related the affairs of queen Alexandra, 
and her death, in the foregoing book, and will now speak of 
what followed, and was connected with those histories ; de- 
claring, ^fore we proceed, that we have nothing so much at 
Jieart as this, that we may *omit no facts either through ig- 
norance or lazinessi, for we are upon the hbtory and explica- 
tion of such things as the greatest part are unacquainted 
withal, because of their distance from our times; and we 
aim to do it with a proper beauty ojf style, so far as that is 
derived from proper words harmonically disposed, and from 
i»uch ornaments of speech also as may contribute to the plea- 
3ure of our readers, that they may entertain the knowledge 
of what we write with some agreeaUe satbfaction and plea- 
j»ure. But the principal scope that authors ought to aim at 
above all the rest, is to speak accurately, and to speak truly* 
ibr the satisfection of those that are otherwise unacquainted 
with such transactions, and obliged to believe what these wrir 
ters inform them of. 

2. Hyrcanus then began his high-priesthood on the third 
jyear of the hundred seventy-seventh Olympiad, when Quui- 
tus Hortensios, and Quintus Metellus, who was called MeteU 



* Reland takes notice here, very jastly, how Josephas's declaratioa^ 
that it waabis great concern not only to write an agrtcabUf an aeeurattf 
and a true history, but also distinctly not to omit any <^Kng [of eonie- 
jquencej either through ignorance or lazineu, implies, that he could nof, 
consistently with that tesolafton; omit the muoiioa of [so tonouB a ^ecr 
^%onaa] JttusC&fiil 

, Digitized by VjOOQIC 



128 ANTIQUITIES Boole XJT. 

Iu8 of Crete f were consuls at Rome : wbmi preseatly Aristo- 
bulus began to make war against bim; and it came to a bs^ 
tie with Hyrcanas at Jericho, many of his soldiers deserted 
him^ and went over to his brother; upon which Hyrcanus 
fled into the citadel, ^ere Aristobuhis^ wife and children 
were imprisoned by their mother, as we have said already, 
and attacked cmd overcame those his adversaries that had fled 
thither, and lay within the walls of the temf^. So when he 
had sent a message to his brother about agredng the matters 
between them, he laid aside his enmity to him, on these con- 
ditions, that Aristobulus should be king; that be should live 
without intermeddling with public affairs, and quietly enjoy 
the estate he had acquired. When they had agreed upon 
these terms in the temple, and had confirmed the agreement 
with oaths, and the giving one ^mother their righjt huids, and 
embracing one another, in the sight of the whole moltiUide, 
they departed, the one, Aristobulus, to the palace, and Hyr- 
canus, as a private man, to the former house of Aristobulus. i 

3, But there was a certain friend of Hyrcanus's, an Idu- 
mean, called Antipatet^ who was very rich, and in his nature 
an active and a seditious man; who was at enmity with Aris- 
tobulus, and had dilierences with him on account of his good- 
will to Hyrcanus. It is true that Nicdaus of Damascus .says*, 
that Antipater was of the stock of the principal Jews who 
came out of Babylon into Judea; but that assertion of his 
was to gratify Herod, who was his* son, and who, by certain 
revolutions of fortune, came afterward to be king of the 
Jews, whose history we shall give you in its proper place 
hereafter. However, this Antipator was at first called *j^ 
tipas^ and that was his father's name also; of wh^wi they re* 
late this, that king Alexander, and his wife, made him genaad 
"bf all Idumea, and that he made a league of fri^MJbhip with^ 
those Arabians, and Gazites, and Ascolonites, that w^re of 
his own party, and had, by many and large presents, made 
them his fsLSt friefids. But now, this younger Antipater was 
suspicious of the power of Aristobulus, and was afinid of sone 
mischief he might do him, because of his hatred to him, so 
he stirred up the most powerful of the Jews, aiKl taU^ed 
against him to them privately ; aiid said, that ^ it was unjust 
to overlook the conduct of Aristobulus, who bad gotten the 
government unrighteously, and had Reeled his imther out 

*» That the famous Antipater's or Antipas's father, was aho AnHpA^ 
Itfy or AniipcLs, (which two may justly be esteemed one and the same 
name, the former with a Greek or Gentile, the latter with an Hebreur 
or Jewish termination,) Josephas here assures nS; though Eosebius In- 
deed says it was Herod. 
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of it, who was the elder, and oi^ht to ret^ what belonged 
to hun by prerogative of his birth." And the same speeches 
be perpetiudly made to Hyicanus; and told him^ that his 
own life would be in danger, unless he guarded himsejf and 
got shut of Aristobulus ; for he said, that the friends of Aris* 
tobulus omitted no opportunity of advising him to kill him^ 
as being then, and not before, sure to retain his principality. 
Hjrrcanus gave no credit to these words of his, as being of a 
gentle disposition, and one that did not easily admit of calum- 
nies against other men. This temper of his not disposing 
him to meddle with pubUc affairs, and want of spirit, occa« 
sioned him to appear to spectators to be degenerous and up- 
manly; while Aristobulus was of a contrary temper, an ac- 
tive man, and one of a great and generous soul. 

4. Since therefore, Antipater saw that Hyrcanus did not 
attend to what he said, he never ceased, day by day, to 
charge fdgned crimes upon Aristobulus, and to calumniate 
him before him, as if he had a mind to kill him ; and so by 
urging him perpetually, he advised him and persuaded him 
to fly to Aretas, the king of Arabia ; and promised, that if 
he would comply with his advice, he would also himself as« 
flist him, [and go with him.] When Hyrcanus heard this, 
be said, that it was for his advantage to fly away to Aretas. 
Now Arabia is a country that borders upon Judea. How- 
ever, Hyrcanus sent Antipater first to the king of A rabia, in 
order to recdve assurances from him, that when he should 
come in the manner of a supplicant to him, he will not de- 
liver him up to hb enemies. So Antipater having received 
such assurances, returned to Hyrcanus to Jerusalem. A 
while afterward he topk Hyrcanus, and stole out of the city 
by night, and went a great journey, and came and brought 
him to the city called PetrOj where the palace of Aretas was : 
and as he was a very familiar friend of that king's, he per- 
suaded him to bring back Hyrcanus into Judea, and this per- 
suasion he continued every day without any remission. He 
also proposed to make him presents on that account. At 
length he prevailed with Aretas in his suit. Moreover, Hyr- 
canus promised him, that when he had been brought thither^ 
and had received his kingdom, he would restore that coun- 
try, and those twelve cities which his father Alexander had . 
taken from the Arabians, which were these, Medaba, Nabal- 
lo, Libias, Tharabasa, Agalla, Athone, Zoar,Orone, Marisss^ 
Buddai Lussa^ and Oruba. 
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CHAP. n. 

&no AretcaandHyrcomm made an expedition against Arts* 
tobtdiiSf andbesieged Jerusakm ; and how ScauruSy the Ko- 
man generalraised the siege. Concerning th^ death ofOnias. 

%. 1. Aftsb these promises had been g^v^v to AreU», he 
made an ezpedhioii against Aristobulus, with an araiy of fi^ 
thousand h<^:seand foot, and beat him in die battle. * And 
when, after that victory, many went over to Hyrcanas as de* 
serters, Aristebt^ was left desolate, and fled to Jerusal^m^ ' 
upon which the king of Arabia todc all his army, and made 
an assalt upon the temple, and besi^d Aristobulus ther^^ 
the people still supporting Hyrtanus, and assisting him m the 
siege, while none but the priests continued with Aristobulus. 
So Aretas united the forces of the Arabians, and of tiie Jews 
together, and pressed on the siege vigorously. As this ha^ 
pened at the season when the feast of unleavened bread was ^ 
celebrated, which we call the Passover^ the principal men 
among the Jews left the country, and fled into Egypt. Now 
there was one^ whose name was OiRofy a righteous man ht 
was, and beloved of Giod, who, in a dertain drought, had 
prayed to God to put an end to the intense heal, And whose 
.prayers G^ had ' heard, and had sent them rain. This man 
had hid himself, because he saw that tbfe sedition woidd last 
a great whiles However, they brought him to the Jewish 
camp, and desired, that as by his prayefs he had ^nce put an 
end to the drought, so he would in like manner make impre^* 
cations on Aristobulus and tiiose of his Action. And when, 
upon Ins refused, and the excuses that he made, he was stift 
by the multitude compelledto speak, he stood up in the midst 
of them, and said, ^^God, the king of ^ M^iole world! 
since those that stand now with me, are thy people, and those 
that are besieged are also thy priests, I beseech thee that 
thou wilt, neither heariLen to the prayers of those against 
these, nor bring to effect what these pray against tiiose.'' 
Whereupon such wicked Jews as stood about him, as soon as 
he had made this prayer, stoned him to death. 

2. But God punished them immediat^y for this their bar>- 
b^rity, and took vengeance of them for the murder of Onias, 
in ^ manner following: wiule the priests and Aristobulus , 
were besieged, it happened that the foaSt called the Pa$8over 
was come, at which it is our custom to offer a great number 
of sacrifices^to Godf but those that were with Aristobulus 
wanted sacrifices, and desired that their countrjrmen without 
would furnish them with such sacrifices, and asHred them 
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they should hav^ as much money for them as they should 
desire 5 and when they required them to pay a thousand 
drachmae for each head of cattle, Aristobulus and die priestj^ 
wiltingly undertook to pay for them accordingly, and those 
within let down the money over the walls, and gave it thein. 
But when the others had received it, they did not deliver the 
sacrifices, but arrived at that height of wickedness as to 
break the assurances they had given, and to be guilty of 
impiety towards God, by not furnishing those that wanted 
them with sacrifices. And when the priests found they had 
been cheated, and that the agreements they had made were 
violated, they prayed to God, that he would avenge them on 
thehr countrymen. ^ Nor did he dday their punishment, but 
sent a strong and vehement storm of wind that destroyed the 
fruits of the whole cQuntry, till a modius of wheat was then 
bought for eleven drachmae. 

3. In the mean time Pompey sent Scaurus into Syria, while 
he was himself in Armenia, and making war with Tigranes : 
but when Scaurus was come to Damascus, and found that 
LoUius and MeteHus had newly taken the city, he came him- 
self hastily into Judea. And when he was come thither, am- 
bassadors came to him both from Aristobulus and Hyrcanusy 
and both desired he would assist them. And when both of 
them promised to giv^him money, Aristobulus four hundred 
talents, and Hyccanus no less, he accepted Aristobulus's 
promise, for he was rich, and had a great soul, and desired to 
obtain nothing but what was moderate ; whereas the other 
was poor, and tenacious, and made incredible promises in 
hopes of greater advantages; for it was not the same thing 
to take a city, that was exceeding strong and powerful, as • 
it was to eject out of the country some fugitives, with a 
greater number of Nabateans, who were no Very warlike 
people. He therefore made an agreement with Aristobulus, 
for the reasons before mentioned, and took his money, and 
I'aised the siege, and ordered Aretas to depart, or else he 
should be declared an enemy to the Romans. So Scaurus 
returned to Damascus again ; and Aristobulus wHh a ^eat 
army, made war with Aretas and Hyrcanus, and fought them 
at a place called Fapyrony and beat them in the battle, and 
Blew about six thousand of the enemy; with whom fell Pha- 
Uon also, the brother of Antipater^ 
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CHAP. III. 

. How Aristohuhis ondHyrcanus came to Pom^eifjin order to 
argue who ought to have the kingddhn; and how^ tq^on the 
flight of Aristobulm to the fortress Mexandrium^ Pamp^ 
led kis army against him^ and ordered him to deliver up 
the fortresses whereof he was possessed*, 

§ 1. A LITTLE afterward Pompey came to Damascus, and 
inarched over Coelosyria ; at which time there came ambas- 
^ sadors to him from all Syria, and Egypt^ and out of . Judea 
also, for Aristobulus bad sent him a great present, which was 
a ♦golden vinie, of the valae of ^\e hupdred talents. Now 
Strabo of Cappadocia mentions this present in these words : 
" There came also an embassage out of Egypt, and a crown 
of the value of fbur thousand pieces of gold ; and out of Ju- 
dea there came another, whether you csdl it a vine or a gar- 
den : they called the thing Terpule, ThedeUgkt. However, 
we ourselves saw that present reposited at Rome, in the tem- 
pie of Jupiter Capitojinus, with this inscription, The gift of 
Alexander J the king of the Jews^ It was valued at five hun- 
dred talents; and the report is, that Aristobulus, the governor 
of the Jews, sent it.'^ 

2. In a little time afterward came aml»assadors again to him, 
Antipater from Hyrcanus, and Nicodemus from Aristobulus; 
which last also accused such as had taken bribes, first Gabir 
jpius, and then Scaurus, the one three hundred talents, and the 
other four hundred ; by which procedure he made these two 
his enemies, besides those he had before. And when Pom- 
pey had ordered those, that had controversies one with an- 
other, to come to him in the beginning of the spring, he brought 
his army out of their winter quftrters, and marched into the 

*' TbU golden vine, qrgardenf seen by Strabo at Rome, has its inacrip- 
tion here, as if it were tne gift of Alexander, the f/ither of Aristobalasy 
and not of Aristobulus himself, to whom yet Josephus ascribes it : and 
in order to prove the truth of that part of his history, introdncesthjs 
testimony of Strabo 's ; so that (he ordinary copies seem to be here either 
erroneous or defective, and the original reading seems to kiave been 
either yinstobidita instead o( Alexander f with one. Greek eopy, or else 
Jristobulus, the son of Alexander, with the Latin copies ; which last . 
seems to roe the most probable : foras to archbishop Usfaer*s conjectmts 
that Alexander made it, and dedicated it to God in the temple, and thai 
thence Aristobulus toolc it, and sent it to Pompey, they are both very 
improbabIe,and no way aareeable to Josephus, who would hardly have 
avoided the recordins both those uncommon points of history, had be 
Icnown any thing of them : nor would either the Jewish nation, or eveB 
Pompey jiimselfiitheD hava rellBhed 0Ucb aflagraot tostHQcerof sacrS^ge. 
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country of Damascus : and as he went along be demolished 
the citadel that was at Apamia, ^hich Antiochus Cyzicenus 
liad built, and took cognizance of the country of Ptolemy 
JVlenneus, a wicked man, and not less so than Dionysius of 
Tripoli, who had been beheaded, who was also his relation 
by marriage; yet did he buy off the punishment of his crimes 
ibr a thousand talents, with which money Pompey paid the 
soldisrs their wages. He also conquered the place called Ly* 
maSy of which Silas a Jew, was tyrant. And when he had 
passed over the cities of Heliopolis and Chalcis, and got over 
the mountain which is on the.limit of Coelosyria, he came from 
Pella to Damascus; and there it was that he heard the causes 
of the Jews, and of their governors Hyrcanus and Aristo« 
bulus, who were at difference one with another, as also of the 
nation against them both, which did not desire to be under 
kingly government, because the form of government they 
received from their forefathers was that of subjection to 
the priests of that God whom they worshipped^ and [they 
complained,] that though these two were the posterity of 
priests, yet did they seek to change the government of their 
nation to another form, in order to enslave them. Hyrcanus 
complained, that although he were the elder brother, he was 
deprived of the prerogative of his birth by Aristobulus, and 
that he hath but a small part of the country under him, Aris- 
tobulus having taken away the rest from him by force. He 
also accused him, that the incursions which had been made 
into their neighbours' countries, and the piracies that had been 
at sea, were owing to him; and that the nation would not 
have revolted, unless Aristobulus had been a man given to vio- 
lence and disorder: and there were no fewer than a thousand 
Jews, of the bejt esteem among them, who confirmed this 
accusation ; which confirmation was procured by Antipater. 
But Aristobulus alleged against him, that it was Hyrcanus'fi 
own temper, which was inactive, a ; ^d on that account contemp- 
tible, which caused him to be deprived of the government; 
and that for himself he was necessiated to take it upon him, 
for fear lest it should be transferred to others. And that as to 
his title [of king] it was no more than what his father had taken 
[before him.] He also called for witnesses of what he said, 
some persons who were both young and insolent: whose pur- 
ple garments, fine heads of hair, and other ornaments, were 
detested [by the court,] and which they appeared in, not as 
though they were to plead their cause in a court of justicey 
but as if they were marching in pompous procession. 

3. When Pompey had heard the causes of these two, and 
tiad condemned Aristobulus for bis violent procedurei he 
VOL. ni. M 
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then Mfakt civilly to ttiem, and sent them awaj; and 4dd 
^enii that when he came again into their country^ he would 
Betde all their afiiedrs^ after he had first taken a view of the a& 
furs of the Nabateans. In the mean time, he ordered them to 
be quiet ; and treated Aristobuius civilly, lest he should make 
the nation revolt, and hinder his return : which yet Aristo- 
buius did; for without expecting any farther determinatioD, 
:nrhich Pompey had promised J^m, he went to the city De- 
iius, and thence mardied into Judea. 

4. Atthisbehaviour,Pomi5ey was angry; and taking with 
him that army which he was leading against the Nabateans, 
and the auxiliaries that came from Damascus, and the oither 
parts of Syria, with the other Roman legions which he had 
with him, he made an expedition against Aristobulua: but as 
he passed by Pella, and Scythopolis, he came to Corae, which 
is the first entrance into Judea, when one passes over the 
mid-land countries, where he came to a most beautiful for- 
tress that was built on the top of a mountain called Alexan^ 
driumy whither Aristobuius had fled, and thence Pmnpey sent 
his commands to him, that he should come to him. Accord- 
ingly, at the persuasions of many, that he would not make 
war with the Romans, he came down : and when he had dis- 
puted with his brother about the right to the government, he 
went up again to the citadel, as Pompey gave him leave to 
do ; and this he did two or three times, as flattering himself 
with the hopes of having the kingdom granted him ; so that 
he still pretended he would, obey Pompey in whatsoever he 
commanded, although at the same time he retired to his foi^ 
tress that he might not depress himself too low, and that he 
might be prepared for a war, in case it should prove as he 
feared, that Pompey would transfer the government to Hyr- 
canus. But when Pompey enjoined Aristobulu» to deliver 
up the fortresses he held, and to send ah injunction to their 
governors, under his own hand, for that purpose; for they 
had been forbidden to deliver them up upon any other com- 
mands, he submitted indeed to do so, but still he retired in 
displeasure to Jerusalem, and made preparation for war. A 
iittle after this, certain persons came out of Pontus, and inform- 
ed Pompey, as he was on the way, and conducting hia army 
.against Aristobuius, that Mithridates was dead, and was simn 
by his son Phamaces. 
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CHAP. fV. 

How Pompey, when the cUixeM of Jenaakm shut the gaia 
against him^ besieged thecUify and took it hy force ; a« 
also what other thmgs he did in Judea. 

^ 1. Now when Pompey had pitched his camp at Jerichc^ 
(where the *palm-tf ee grows^ and that balsam which is an 
ointment^ of all the most precious, which upon any incision 
'made in the wood with a sharp stone, distils out thence like 
a juice,) he marched in the morning to Jerusalem. Here- 
upon Arbtobulus repented of what he was doing, and came 
to Pompey, [and promised to] give him money, and receiv- 
ed him into Jerusalem, and desired that he would leave off 
the war, and do what he pleased peaceably. So Pompey, 
upon his entreaty, forgave him, and sent Gabinius and sol- 
diers with him, to receive the money and tlie city : yet was 
no part of this performed, but Gabinius came back, being both 
excluded out of the city, Smd receiving none of the money 
promised, because Aristobulus's soldiers would not permit 
the agreements to be executed. At this Pompey was very 
angry, smd put Aristobulus into prison, and came himself to 
the city, which was strong on every side, excepting the 
north, which was not so well fortified, for there was fa 
broad and deep ditch th^t encompassed the city, and included 
within it the temple, which was itself encompassed about 
with a very strong stone-wall. 

2. Now there was a sedition of the men that were witliin 
the city, who did not agree what was to be done in their pre- 

* These eipress testimonies of Josephus's here, and Aotiq. B. viu. 
eh. vi. § 6. vol. ii. and B. iv- ch. iv. § 2. vol. Hi that the only batsant 
gardent) and the best palm-trees, were, at least in his: days, near Jeri- 
cho and Eai;addi> about the north part of the Dead Sea, (whereaboat 
also Alexander the Great, saw the balsam drop^ show the mistake of 
those that understand Eusebius and Jerom, as if one of those gardens 
were at the south part of that sea, at Zoar or Segor, whereas they must 
either mean another Zoar or Segor, which was between Jericho and 
Eogaddi, agreeably to Jo«ephus, which yet they do not appear to do^ or 
else they durectly contradict Josephus, and were therein greatly mis^ 
taken: I mean this, unless that ba»am, and the best palm-trees, grew 
mneh more southvi^urd iu Judea in the days of Eusebius and Jerom, than 
they did iu the days of Josephus. 

t The particular deptJi and breadth of this ditch, whence the stones 
for the wall about the temple were probably taken, are omitted in our 
copies of Josephus, but set down by Strabo, B. xvi. p. 763, from whom 
we learDy that this ditch was 60 feet deep, and 260 feet broad. How- 
ever, ila depth is, in the neit section, said by Josephus to be immenUt 
Which exactly agrees to Stcabo's desbriptfou^aod which, number in Stra« 
bo ue a strong confirmation of the truth of Josephus's description also. 
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sent circumstancesi while some thought it best to deliver up 
the city to Pompey ; but Aristobulus's party exhorted them 
to shut the gates because he was kept in prison. Now these 
prevent<5d the others'^ and seized upon the temple, and cut off" 
the bridge which reached from it to the city, and prepared 
themselves to abide a siege 5 but the others admitted Pom- 
pey's army in, and delivered up both the city and the king's 
palace to him. So Pompey sent his lieutenant Pbo with an 
army, and placed garriisons both in the city and in the pa^ 
lace, to secure them, and fortified the houses that joined to 
the temple ; and all those which were more distant, and with- 
out it. And in the first place, he offered terms of accom** 
modation to those within ; but when they would not comply 
with what was desired, he encompassed all the places there- 
about with a wall, wherein Hyrcanus did gladly assist him on 
all occasions, but Pompey pitched his camp within [the wall,] 
on the north part of the temple, where it was most practica- 
ble; but even on that side there were great towers, and a 
ditch had been dug, and a deep valley begirt it round about, 
for on the parts towards the city , were precipices, and the 
bridge on which Pompey had gotten in was broken down ; 
however, a l)ank was raised day by day, with a great deal of 
labour, while the Romans cut down materials for it from the 
places round about: and when this bank was sufficiently 
raised, and the ditch filled up, though but poorly, by reason 
of its immense depth, he brought up his mechanical engines, 
and battering-rams, from Tyre, and placing them on the 
bank, lie battered the temple with the stones that were 
thrown against it. And had it not been our practice, from 
the days of our forefathers, to rest on the seventh days, this 
bank could never have been perfect, by reason of the oppo- 
sition the Jews would have made 5 for though our law gives 
us leave then to defend ourselves against those that begin to 
fight with us, and assault us, yet does it not permit us to med- 
dle with our enemies, while they do any thing else. 

3. Which thing when the Romans understood, on those 
days which we c^l the Sabbaths^ they threw nothing at the 
Jews, nor came to any pitched battle with them, but raised 
up their earthen banks, and brought their engines into such 
forwardness that they might do execution the next days. 
And any one may hence learn, how very great piety we ex- 
ercise towards God, and the observance of his laws, since 
the priests were not at all hindered from their sacred minis- 
trations, by their fear during this siege, but did still, twice a 
day, in the morning, and about the ninth hour, offer their sa« 
crifices on the altar : nor did they omit those sacrifices, if 
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any melandioljr accident happened, bv the slones that were 
thrown among them; ibr ^though the city were taken on 
*the thhrd month, on the day of the fest, upon the hundred 
seventy-ninth Olympiad, when Caius Antenhis and Marcus 
Tullius Cicero, were consuls, «id the enemy then f^i upon 
them, and cut the throats of those that were in the temple, 
yet could not those that offered the sacrifices foe comp^lecl 
to run away, neither by the fear they were in of their own 
lives, nor by the number that were already slain, as thinking 
it better to suffer whatever came upoi» them, at their very 
altars, than to omit any thing that their laws required of 
them. And that this is not a mere brag, or an encomium to 
manifest a degree of our ptety that was false, but is the real 
truth, I appeal to those that have written of the acts of Pom- 
pey : and among them, to Strabe, and Nicolaus [of Damas« 
cus Q and besides these two, Titus Livius, the writer of the 
Roman history, who will bear witness to this thing.t 

4. But when the battering engine was brought near, tlie 
greatest of the towers was shaken by it, and fdl down and 
brake down a part of the fortifications, so the enemy poured 
in apace ; and Cornelius Faustus, the son of Sylta, frith his 
soldiers, first &i all ascended the wall, and next to him Fu» 
rius the centurion, with those that followed, on the othe^ 
part, while Fabius, who was also a centurion, asc^ded it in 
the middle, with a great body of men after him. But now 
all was full of slaughter; some of the Jews being slam by the 
Romans, and some by one another; nay, some there were 
who threw themselves down the precipices, cnr put fire to 
their houses, and burnt them, as not able to bear the mise- 
ries they were under. Of the Jews there feH twelve thou* 
sand, but of the Romans very few. Absaloin, who was at 
once both uncle, and father-in-law to Aristobolos, was taken 
captive. And no small enormities were committed about the 
temple itself, which, in former ages, had been inaccessible^ 

■ ■ ■ I ■ ■ II ■ ■■ p . 1 ..I . ■ I II n I m ■« ..^ 

* Tbilt Is^DD the 23d of Siv^n, the amnwl fast (or the defection and 
idolatry pf Jeroboani) wlw madelsta4i la 9in; or posably some other 
fast miehtfall into that month, before and in the daysof Josephus. 
, t It deserves here to be noted, that (bis Pharisaical superstitious no- 
tion) that offensive fighting was unlawfd to Jews, even under the ut- 
niost necessity, on the Sabbath-day ; of which we hear notiung before 
the times of the Maccabees, was tlie proper occasioin of Jerusalem's be* 
ing talcen by Pompey, Sosius, and bvTitus, as appears from the places 
already quoted in the note on Anti(). B. xill ch. viii. § t, which scrupu- 
lous superstition, as to the observation of such a rigorous rest upon tho 
Sabbatn-dav, our Saviour always opposed, when tiie Pharisaical Jew9 
insisted on it,as is evident in many places in the NewTestament, though 
he«tiU intimated how pernicious that superstition might prove to theqi^ 
in their flight from the Romans. Matt. xxv. 20. 
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and seen by hodq; for Pompey went into it, and not a few of 
those that were with him also, and saw all that which it was 
imlawfiii for any other men to see but only for the high- 
priests. There were in that temple the golden table, the 
boly candlestick, and the pouring vessels, and a great quan- 
tity of spices^ and besides these, there were among the 
treasures two thousand talents of sacred money; yet *did 
Pompey touch nothing of all this, on account of his regard 
to religion ; and in this point also he acted in a manner that 
was worthy of his virtue. The next day he gave order to 
those that had the charge of the temple to cleanse it, and to 
bring what offerings the law required to God; and restored 
4fae high-priesthood to Hyrcanus, both because he had been 
useful to him in other respects, and because he hindered the 
Jews in the country from giving Aristobulus any assistance in 
thb war against him. He also cut off those that had been 
the authors of that war ; and bestowed proper rewards on 
Faustus, and those others that mounted the wall with such 
elacrity ; aAd he made Jerusalem tributary to the Romans ; 
and took away those cities of Coelosyria which the inhabi- 
tants of Judea had subdued, and put them under the govern^ 
ment of the Roman president, and confined the whole nation, 
which had elevated itself so high before, within its own 
bounds. Moreover, he trebuilt Gadara, which had been 
demolished a little before, to gratify Demetrius of Gadara, 
who was his freed man, and restored the rest of the cities. 
Hippos, and Scythopolis, and Pella, and Dios, and Samaria, 
as also Marissa, and Ashdod, and Jamnia, and Arethusa, to 
their own inhabitants : these were in the inland parts. Be- 
sides those that had been demolished, and also of the marl* 
time cities, Gaza and Joppa, and Dora, and Strato's Tower; 
which last Herod rebuilt after a glorious manner, and adorn- 
ed with havens, and temples, and changed its name to CesO" 
rea. All these Pompey left in a state of freedom, and join- 
ed them to the province of Syria.- 

5. Now the occasions of this misery which came upon Je- 
rusalem, were H3nrcanus and Aristobulus, by raising a sedition 
one against the other ; for now we lost our liberty^ and be- 
came subject to the Romans, and were deprived of that coun- 
try which we had gained by our arms from the Syrians, and 

* This is fully coniirmed by the testimony of Cicero, who says, io his 
oration for Flaccus, that '* Cneius Pompeius, when he was conqueror; 
and had taken Jerusalem, did not touch any thing belonging to that tem- 
ple." 

f Of this destruction of Gadara here presupposed, and its restoca^ 
Don by Pompey. See the notfr on the War, B. i- cb. vii. § 7. vol. v. 
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were compelled to restore it to the Syrians. Moreover, the 
Romans exactedof us^iivalittle time, above ten thousand 
talents. And the royal authority, which was a dignity for- 
merly bestowed on those that were high-priests, by the right 
of their family, became the property of private men. But 
of these matters we shall treat in their proper places. Now 
Pompey committed Coelosyria, as far as the river Euphrates 
and Egypt, to Scaurus, with two Roman legions, and then 
went away to Cilicla, and made haste to Rome. He also car*^ 
, ried bound along with him Aristobnlus and his children ; for 
he had two daughters, and as many sons; the one of which 
ran away, but the younger, Antigonus, was carried to Rome, 
together with his sisters. 



CHAP. V. 

Mow Scaurus made a league of mutual assistance with Aretas* 
And what Gabinius did in Judea^ after he had conquered 
Alexander^ the son of Aristohulus. 

^ 1 . Scaurus made now an expedition against Petrea, in 
Arabia, and set on fire all the places round about it, because 
of the great difficulty of access to it. And as his army was 
pinched by famine, Antipater furnished him with corn out of 
Judea, and with whatever else he wanted, and this at the com- 
mand of Hyrcanus. And when he was sent to Aretas, as an 
ambassador by Scaurus, because he had lived with him for- 
merly, he persuaded Aretas to give Scaurus a sum of money, 
to prevent the burning of his country ; and undertook to be 
bis surety for three hundred talents. So Scaurus, upon these 
^erms, ceased to make war any longer; which was dohe as 
much at Scaurus's desire, as at the desire of Aretas. 

2. Some time after thb, when Alei^ander, the son of Aristo- 
bnlus, made an incursion into Judea, Gabinius came from 
Rome to Syria, as commander of the Roman forces. He did 
many considerable actions: and particularly made war with 
Alexander, since Hyrcanus was not yet able to oppose his 
power, but was already attempting to rebuild the wall of Je- 
rusalem, which Pompey had overthrown, although the Ro- 
mans, which were there, restrained him from that his design. 
However, Alexander went over all the country round about, 
and armed many of the Jews, and suddenly got together ten 
thousand armed footmen, and fifteen hundred horsemen, and 
fortified Alexandrium, a fortress near to Coreae and Mache- 
rus, near the mountains of Arabia. Gabinius therefore came 
^pon him, having sent Marcus Antooius, with other comman- 
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den, before. Theie armed such Rohmhis as foHowed them ; 
and, together wkfc them, such Jews as were subject to them, 
whose leaders were Pithohms and Malkfaos, and they took 
with them also their friends that were with Anttpater, and 
met Alexander, while Gabinius himself followed with his le- 
gion. Hereupon, Alexander retired to the ndghbourhood 
of Jerusalem, where they fell upon one another, and it came 
to a pitched battle, in which the Romans slew of their ener 
mies about three thousand, and took a little number alive. 

3. At which time Gabinius came to Alexandrium, and in* 
^ted those that were in it to deliver it up on certain condi- 
tions, and promised that then thdr former ofiences should be 
forgiven : but as a great number of the enemy had pitched 
their camp before the fortress, when the Romans attacked, 
Marcus Antonius fought bravely, and slew a great number, 
and seemed to come off with the greatest honour. So Gabi- 
nius left part of his army there, in order to take the place, 
and he himself went into other parts of Judea, and gave or- 
der to rebuild all the cities that he met with, that had been 
demolished ; at which' time were rebuilt Samaria, Ashdod, 
Scythopolis, Anthedon, Raphia, and Dora ; . Marissa also, and 
Gaza, and nut a few others besides. And as the men acted 
according to Galonius's command, it came to pass, that at this 
time these cities were securely inhabited, which had been 
desolate for a long time. 

4. When Gabinius had done thus in the country, he ro< 
turned to Alexandrium ; and when he urged on the siege of 
the place, Alexander seat an embassage to him, desuring that 
be would pardon his former offences : he also delivered up the 
fortress, H3rrcania, and Macherus; and at last Alexandrium 
itself, which foi tresses Gabinius demolished. But' when Al« 
exander's .mother, who was of the side of the Romans, as 
having her husband and other children at Rcwae, came to 
him« he granted her whatsoever she a&ed; and when he 
had settl^ matters with her, he brought Hyr«inus to Jeru- 
salem, and committed the care of the temple to him. And 
when he had ordained five coundls, be distributed the nation 
into the same number of parts. So these counsels governed 
the people ; the first was at Jerusalem, the second at Gadara, 
the third at Amathus, the fourth at Jericho, and the fifth at 
Sepphoris, in Galilee. So the Jews were now freed from mo- 
narchical authority, and were governed by an ^Aristocracy. 

" Dean Prideaux well obnerves, " That notwithstaDding Uie clamour 
i^aiost Oabinius at Rome, Josepbos gives bim a laudable character, as 
ifbe bad acquitted bimself with honour in the charge committed to 
^^m" [iQ Judea.} Bee at the year 60, 
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CHAP. VI. 

How Qabiniag caught Ariatobuhts after he had fed from 
Romey and eent him back to Rome again; and how the 
same Gdbiniu8y as he returned out ofEgypty overcame AU 
exander and the Nabateans in battle, 

^ 1. Now Aristobulus ran away from Rome to Judea, and 
set about the rebuilding of Alexandrium^ which had been 
newly demolished : hereupon, Gabinius sent soldiers against 
bim, and for their commanders Sisenna and Antonius, and 
ServiliuSy in order to hinder him from getting possession of 
the country, and to take him again. And indeed many of the 
Jews ran to Aristobulus, on account of his former glory, as 
also because they should be glad of an innovation. Now 
there was one Pitholaus, a lieutenant at Jerusalem, who de- 
serted to him with a thousand men, although a great numbef 
of those that came to him were unarmed ; and when Aristo* 
bulus had resolved to go to Macherus, he dismissed those 
people, because they were unarmed, for they could not be 
useful to him in what actions they were going about, but he 
took with him eight thousand that were armed, and marched 
on: and as the Romans fell upon them severely, the Jews 
fought valiantly, but were beaten in the battle ; and when 
they had fought with alacrity, but were overborne by the 
enemy, they were pdt to flight ; of whom were slain aboilt 
five thousand, and the rest, being dispersed, tried, as well as 
they were able, to save themselves. However, Aristobulus 
bad with him still above a thousand, and with them he fled 
to Macherus, and fortified the place, and though he had ill 
success, he still had good hope of his afiairs : but when he 
had struggled against the siege for two days' time, and had 
received many wounds, he was brought as a captive to Gabi- 
nius, with his son Antigonus, who abo fled with him from 
Rome. And this was the fortune of Aristobulus, who was 
sent back again to Rome, and was there retained in bonds, 
having been both king and high-fmest for three years and 
six months; and was indeed an eminent berson, and one of a 
great soul. However, the senate let his cnildren go, upon Ga- 
binius's writing to them, that he had promised their mother 
so much when she delivered up the fortresses to him ; and 
accordingly, they then returned into Judea. 

2. Now when Gabinius was making an expedition against 
the Parthians, and had already passed over Euphrates, he 
changed hb n^ind, and resolved to return into Egypt, in m-der 
to ^restore Ptolemy to his kingdom. This hath also been 

^ This history is best illustrated by Dr. Hudson outof Livy, who says. 
« That A. Gabiaios (he procoaral, restored Ptolemy to bia kiogdom or 
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* related elsewhere. However, Antipater supplied his armyi 
which he sent against Archelaus, widi command weapons, and 
money. He also made those Jews, who were above Pela« 
nam his friends and confederates, eoki had been the guardians 
of the passes that led into Egypt. But when he came back 
out of Egypt, he found Syria in disorder with seditions and 
troubles; for Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, having siev- 
ed on the government a second time by force, made many 
of the Jews revolt to him, and so he marched over the coun- 
try with a great army, and slew all the Romans he could light 
tipon, and proceeded to besiege the mountain called Greriz2im, 
whither they had retreated. 

3. But when Crabinius found Syria in such a state, he sent 
Antipater, who was a prudent man, to those that were sedi- 
tious, to try whether he could cure them of their madness, 
and persuade them to return to a better mind ; and when he 
came to them, he brought many of them to a sound mind, and 
induced them to do what they ought to do, but he could not 
restrain Alexander, for he had an army of thirtv thousand 
Jews, and met Gabinius, and joining battle with him, was 
beaten, and lost ten thousand of his men about mount Tabor. 

4. So Gabinius settled the affairs which belonged to the city 
Jerusalem, as was agreeable to Antipater's inclinadon, and 
went against the Nabateans, and overcame them in battle. 
He also sent away in a friendly manner Mithridi^es and Or« 
sanes, who were Parthian deserters^ and came to-him, though 
the report went abroad that they had run away from him. 
And when Gabinius had performed great and glorious actions, 
in his management of the affairs of war, he returned to Rome, 
and delivered the government to Crassus. Now Nicolaus of 
Damascus, and Strabo of Cappadocia, both describe the ex- 
peditions of Pompey and Gabinius against the Jews, while 
neither of them say any thing new which is not in the other. 



CHAP. VII. 

Ehw Craews came into Judem andpiUaged the temfie; and 
0hen tnarehed against the Farihiam,. and perished tmth his 
army. Aisahmfff Cassius obtained Syria ^ ondpidaHop 
to the ParthianSj and them went ttp to Judea. 

^ 1. Now Crassus, as he was going upon his expedkiea 
against the Parthians, came into Judea, and carried off the 

Sgypt* and ejected Arcfaelms, wbom tkey had set op for king," ^. 
See Prid. at the year 64 and 05. 
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jKioney that wfts in the tea^ple, which Pompey had left; jieii^ 
two thousand talents, and was disposed to spoil it of all the 
gold belonging to it, which was eight thousand talents. He 
also topH a beam which was made of solid beaten gold, of the 
weight of three hjandred pupae 5 each of which weighed two 
pounds and an half. It was the priest who \i^as guardian of the 
sacred treasures, and whose name wa^ Eleazavj that gave him 
this beam, not out of a wicked design, for he was a good and 
a righteous man : but being intrusted with the cpstody of the 
veils belonging to the temple, which were of admirable beau- 
ty, and of very costly workmanship, apd hung down ft'om this 
beam, when he s^w that Crassus was busy in gathering money, 
and was in fear for the entire ornaments of the temple, he 
gave him this beam of gold, as a ransom for the whole, but 
this not till he had given his oath that he would remove no- 
thing else Qut of the temple, but be satisfied with this only 
which he should give him, being worth many ten thousand 

Shekels.] Now, this beam was contmned in a wooden beam, 
at was hoUoWy but was known to no others, but Eleazm: 
alone knew i%i yet did Crassus take away this beam, upon 
the condition of touching nothing else that belonged to the 
femple, and then brake his oath, and carried away all the gold 
that was in the temple. 

2. And let no one wonder that there was so much wealth 
in our temple, since all the Jews throi^hout the habitable 
earth, and those that worshipped God, nay, even those of Asia 
and Europe, sent their contributions to it, and this from very 
ancient times ; nor is the largeness of these sums without its 
attestation; nor is that greatness owing to our vanity, as rais- 
ing it without ground to so great a height : but there are ma- 
ny witnesses to it, and particularly Strabo of Cappadocia, who 
says thus ; ^^ M ithridates sent to Cos, and took the money 
which queen Cleopatra h^d ckposited there, as also eight 
hundred talents belonging to the Jews/' Now, we have no 
public money but only what appertains to God : and it is evi- 
dent the Asian J^ews removed this money out of fear of Mith- 
ridates, for it is not prpbable that those of Judea, who had a- 
strong city and temple, should send their money to Cos ; nor 
is it likely that the Jews, wiio are inhabitants of Alexandria, 
should do so neither, ginee they were in no fear of Mithridates. 
And Strabo himself bearv witness to the same thing in another 
place^ that at the s^me tioie that Sylla passed over into Greece, 
m order to fight agi^st Mithridates, be sent Lucullus to put 
an end to a sedition tW ^f^ naUon, cf whom the habitable 
earth is fidl, had raised ui Cyreae: where he speaks thus: 
<^ There i^rere ^^ c^aiM <of men arnoi^ those of Cycene^ 
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•that ofcltizensfy thatofhusbandmen, the third of strangers^ 
and the fourth of Jews. Now, these Jews are already gotten 
ioto all cities, and it is hard to find a place in the habitable 
earth that hath not admitted this tribe of men, and is not pos- 
sessed by it: and it hath come to pass that Egypt and Cyrene, 
as having the same governors, and a great number of other 
nations, imitate their way of living, and maintain great bodies 
of these Jews, in a peculiar manner, and grow up to greater 
prosperity with them, and make use of the same laws with 
that nation also. Accordingly, the Jews have places assign- 
ed them in Egypt wherein they inhabit, besides what is pecu- 
liarly allotted to that nation at Alexandria, which is a large part 
of that city. There is also an etbnarch allowed them, who 
{governs the nation, and distributes justice to them, and takes 
care of their, contracts, and of the laws to them belonging, as 
if he were the ruler of a free republic. In Egypt, therefore, 
this nation is powerful, because the Jews were originally 
Egyptians, and because the land wherein they inha)>it, since 
the> went thence, is near to Egypt. They also removed into 
Cyrene, because that this land adjoined to the government of 
Bgypt, as well as does Judea, or rather was formerly under 
the same government.'' And this is what Strabo says. 

3. So when Crassus had settled all things as he himself 
l^eased, he marched into Parthia, where both he himself, and 
all his army, perished, as hath been related elsewhere. But 
Cassius, as he fled from Rome to Syria, took possession of it, 
and was an impediment to the Parthians, who, by reason of 
their victory over Crassus, made incursions upon it : and as 
he came back to Tyre, he went up into Judea also and feU 
upon Taricheae, and presently took it, and carried about 
thirty thousand Jews captives; and slew Pitholaus, who suc- 
ceeded Aristobulus in his seditious practices, and that by the 
persuasion of Antipater, who proved to have great interest 
In him, and was at that time in great repute with the Idu- 
means also : out of which nation he married a wife, who was 
the daughter of one of their eminent men, and her name was 
* Cypro9^ by whom he had four sons, Phasael, and Herod, who 
was afterward made king, and Joseph, and Pheroras ; and a 
daughter, named Salome. This Antipater cultivated also a 
friendship and mutual kindness with other potentates, but es- 
pecially with the king of Arabia to whom he committed his 
children, while he fought against Aristobulus. So Cassius re- 
moved bis camp, and marched to Euphrates, to meet those 

* Dr. Hudson observes, (bat the name of this wife of Aiitipater's ia 
JTosephus was Cypras, as an Hebrew termination, but not Cypris, thfi 
^reekname-for VeDQ8> as soine critics were ready to correct it 
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that were coming to attadt him^ a$ hath been related foy 
others. 

4. But sometime afterward^ Caesar^ when be had taken 
Rome, and after Pompcy and the sensNte were fled beyond 
the Ionian sea, freed Aristobulus ^om his bonds, and resolv- 
ed to send him into S3rria, and delivered two legions to him, 
that he might see matters right, as being a potent man in that 
coi^ntry^ but Aristobulus had oo enjoyment of what he hop- 
ed for from the power that was givei hira by Caesar, for 
those of Pompey's party prevented it, and destroyed him by 
poison ; and those of Cfaesar's party buried him. His dead 
body also lay for a good while embalmed in honey, till Anto- 
ny afterward sent it to Judea, and causing him to be buried 
in the royal sepulchre. But Scipio, upon Pompey's sending 
to him to slay Alexander, the son of Aristobulus because the 
young ipan was accused of what offences he had at first been 
guilty of against the Romans, cut o^ his head; and thus did 
he die at Antioch-. But Ptolemy, the son of M enneus, who 
was the ruler of Chalets, under mount Libanus, took his bre- 
thren to him, and sent his son PhiIi)){i9on to Astiaelon to Aris- 
tobulus's wife, and desired her to send back with him her 
san Antigonus, and her daughters : the one of which, whose 
name was Alexandra, Philippion 1k\\ in love with, and mar- 
ried her, though afterward his fa^r Pt61emy slew him, and 
married Alexandra^ and continued to take care of her bre- 
thren. 



CHAP. vni. 

The Jews become confederates taiih Cct^ar when he fought 
(tgmnst EgypU The gtoriom actions of Antipater^ and 
his friendship with Caesar. The honours which the Jews 
received front the Romans and Athenians. 

§1. Now after Pompey was dead, and after that victory 
Caesar had gained over him, Antif»aer, who managed the 
Jewish affairs, became very useful to Cassar when he made 
war against Egypt, and that by the onJer of Hyrcanus; for 
when Mithridates of Pergamus was bringing his auxiliaries, 
and was not able to continue his march through Pelusium, 
but obliged to stay at Askelon, Antipater came to him, con- 
ducting three thousand of the Jews' armed men: he had 
also taken care the principal men of the Arabians should 
come to his assistance ; and on his account it was, tliat all 
the Syrians assisted him also, as not willing to appear behind- 
hand in their alacrity for Caesar, viz. Jamblicus the ruler, 

VOL. III. N 
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and Ptolemy his son, and Tholomy, the so of Sohemus, who 
dwelt at mount Libanus, and aljBOst all the cities. So Mithri- 
dates marched out of Syria, and came to Pelusiumj and when 
its inhabitants would not admit him, he besieged the city. 
Now Aintipater signalized himself here, and was the first who 
plucked down a part of the wall, and so op^ed a way to the 
rest, whereby they might enter the city, and by this means 
Pelusium was taken : but it happened that the Egyptian Jews, 
who dwelt Hi ^e country called Onion, would npt let Anti- 
pater and Mithridates, with their soldiers, pass to Caesar, 
hut Antipaterpersuad^ them to come over to their party, 
because he was of the sapie people with them, and that chief- 
ly by showing theon the epistles of Hyrcanus the high^priest, 
wherein he exhorted them to cultivate friendship with Cae- 
sar, and .to supply his army with money, and all sorts of pro- 
visions which they wanted : and accordingly, when they saw . 
Antipater and the high-priest of the same sentiments, they 
did as they were desired. And when the Je\^ about Mem- 
phis heard that these Jews were come over to Ceesar, they 
also invited Mithridates to come to them : so he came and rer 
ceived them also into his army. 

2. And when Mithridates had gone over all Delta, as the 
place is called, he came to a pitched battle with the enemy, 
near the place calkd The Jewish Camp, Now Mithridates 
had the right wing, and Antipater the left; and when it came 
to a fight, that wing where Mithridates was, gave way, and 
was likely to suffer extremely, unless Antipater had come 
running to him with his own soldiers along the shore, when 
he had already beaten the enemy that opposed him : so he 
delivered Mithridates, and put thote Egyptians, who had been 
too hard for him, to flight. He also took their camp, and con- 
tinued in the pursuit of them. He als© recalled Mithridates, 
who had been worsted, and was retired a great wsiy off; of 
whose soldiers eight hundred fell, but of Antipater's fiiiy. So 
.Mithridates sent an accoujit of this battle to Caesar, and open- 
ly declared, that Antipater was the author of this victory, and 
of his own preservation, insomuch that Caesar commended 
Antipater then ; and made use of him all the rest of that war 
in the most hazardous undertakings : he happened also to be 
wounded in one of those engagements. 

3. However, when Ceesar, after some time, had finislied 
that war, and wasi sailed away for Syria, he honoured Anti- 
pater greatly, and confirmed Hyrcanus in rtie high-priest- 
hood 5 and bestowed on Antipater the privilege of a cjtizen. 
of Rome, and a freedom from taxes every where : and it i5 
reported by many, tfcatjp[yrcanus went along with Antipater 
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in this expedition, and came himself into Egypt. And Stra- 
bo of Cappadocia bears wi^ess to this, when he says thus, 
in the name of Asiniusi « After Mkhridates had invaded . 
Egypt, and with him Hyrcanus the higfi-priest of the Jews." 
Nay, the same Strabo says thus again, in another place, in 
the name of Hypsicrates, that " Miihridates at first went out 
alone, but that Antipater, who had the care of the Jewish af- 
fairis, was Cdlled by him to Askelon, and that he had gotten 
ready three thousand soldiers to go along with him, and en- 
couraged other governors of the country to go along with him 
also 5 and that Hyrcanus the high-priest wa* also present in 
this expedition.'' This is what Strabo says. 

4. But Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, came at this time 
to Caesar, and " lamented his father's fatef- and complained 
that it was by Antipater's means that. Aristobulus was taken 
off by poison, and his brother was beheaded by Scipio, and 
desired that he would take pity of him who had been ejected 
out of that principality which was due to him." He ako ac- 
cused Hyrcanus and Antipater as goveming* the nation by 
violence, and offering injuries to himself. Antipater was 
present, and made his defence, as to the accusations that were 
laid against him. "He demonstrated that Antigonus and his 
party were given to innovation, and were seditious persons. 
He also put Caesar in mind, what difficult services iie had un- 
dergone when he had assisted him in his wars, and discours- 
ed about what he was a witness of himself. He added 
that Aristobulus was justly carried away to Rome, as one 
that was an enemy to the Romans, and could never be 
brought to be a friend to them, and thaU his brother had no 
more than he deserved from Scipio, as being seized in com- 
mitting robberies ; and that this punishment was not inflict- 
ed on him in a way of violence or injustice by him that did 
it." 

5. When Antipater had made this speech, Caesar appoint- 
ed Hyrcanus to be high-priest 5 and gave Antipater what 
principality he himself should choose, leaving the determina- 
tion to himself: so he made him procurator of Judea. He 
also gave Hyrcanus leave to raise up the walls of his own 
city, upon his ^asking that favour of him, for they had been 
demolished by Pompey. And this grant he sent to the con- 
sub to Rome, to be engraven in the capitol. The ♦decree 

* Take Dr Hadson*s note upon this place, which I suppose to be the 
tratta : <* Here b some mistake in Josephus: for when he had promised 
us a decree for the restoration of Jerusalem, he brings in a decree of far 
greater antiquity, and that a league of friendship and union only. One 
may easily believe that Josephae gave order for one thiogi and uis ama- 
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of the senate wag this that follows: ^Lucius Yakrias, tlie 
son of Lucius the pra^or^ r^nred this to the senate^ opon the 
ides of December^ in the temple of Concord. There were 
present at the wdtiitg of Uus decree Lucius Cqionks, the 
son of Lucius of the CoHine tribe^ and Papirius of the Quiiine 
tribe^ concerning the affairs which Alexander, the scm of ?Ja- 
SOQ, and Numeaius, the son of AntiochHs, and Alexander, 
the son of Dositheus, ambassadors of the Jews, good and 
worthy men, proposed, who came to renew that league of 
good-will and friendship with the Romans, which was in be» 
Ing before. They also brought a shield of gold, as a mark of 
confederacy, valued at fifty thousand pieces of gold; and de- 
sured that letters might be given them, directed both to the 
free cities, and to the kings, that their country and their ha- 
vens ipight be at peace, and that no one among them m%ht 
receive any infury. It therefore pleased [the senate] to make 
a league of friendship and good-will with them, and to bestow 
on them \diatsoever they stood in need of, and to accept of 
the shield which was brought by them. This was done in 
Ibe ninth year of Hyrcanus the hlgh-ptiest and ^hnarcb, 
in the month Panemus.'' Hyrcanus also received honours 
from the people of Athens, as having been useful to them on 
many occasions. And whefii they wrote to him, they sent 
liim this decree, as it here follows: "Under the prutaneia 
and priest^iood of Dionysius, the son of Esculapius, on the 
iifth day of the latter part of the month Panemus, this de- 
cree of the Athenians was given to^their comipanders, when 
Agathocles was archon, and £ucles, the son of Meiumder of 
Alimusia, was the scribe. In the month Munychion, on the 
eleventh day of the Prirtaneia, a council of the presidents 
was held in the theatre. Dorotheus the high^riest, and the 
fellow presidents with him, pat it to the vote of the people^ 
Dionysius, the son of Dionysius, gave the sentence : since 
Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, the high-priest, and eth- 
narch of the Jews, continues to bear good-will to our people 
in general, and to every one of our eitizehs in particular, 
and treats them with all sorts of kihdness; and when any 
of the Athenians come to him, either as ambassadors, or on 

nuensis performed another^ by transposing decrees rbat concerned (be 
Hyrcani, and as deluded by tbe flameness of their names i for that be- 
longs to the^«^ bigh-prie^st of this nanie,[Jobn Hyrcanus^] which Jose- 
phas here ascribet to one that lived later, [Hyrcanus, the son ol Alex- 
ander Janneus.] However, the decree which he proposes to set down 
follows a little loweriin the collection of Roman decrees, that concern* 
ed the Jews, and is that dated when Csesar was consul the fifth time." 
See chap. x. § 6. 
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any occasion of thdr own^ he receives them in an obliging 
manner, and sees that tliey are conducted back in safety, of 
which we have had several former testimonies, it is now also 
decreed, at the report of Theodostus, the son of Theodorus, 
and upon his putting the people in mind of the virtue of this 
man, and that his purpose is to do us all the good that is in 
hb power, |o honour him with a crown of gold, the usual re- 
ward according to the law, and to erect Ws statue in brass 
in the temple of Demus, and of the Graces; and that this 
present of a crown shall be proclaimed publicly in the thea- 
tre, in the Dionysian shows, while the new tragedies are 
acting; and in the Panathenian, and Eleusinian, and Gym- 
nical shows also; and that the commanders shall take care, 
while he continues in his friendship, and preserves his good- 
will to us, to return all possible honour and favour to the 
man for his affection and generosity ; that by this treatment 
it may appear how our people receive the good i^indly, and 
repay them a suitable reward; and he may be induced to 
proceed in his affection towards us by the honours we have 
already paid him. That ambassadors be also chosen out of 
all the Athenians, who shall carry this decree to him, and 
de^re him to accept of the honours we do him, and to en- 
deavour always to be doing some good to our city.'^ And 
this shall suffice us to have spoken as to the honours that 
were paid by the Romans, and the people of Athens, to Hyr-^ 
canus^ 



CHAP, IX. 

Hmo Antipaier committed the care of Galilee to Herod, and 

* that ofJeruBalem to PhamehiB; as also how Herod, upon 

the Jeios' envy atAntipater, was accused before Hyrcamas. 

^ 1. Now when C^sar had settled the affairs of Syria, he 
sailed away: and as soon as Antipater had conducted Caesar 
out of Syria, he returned to Judea. He then immediately 
raised up the wall which had been thrown down by Pompey ; 
and, by coming thither, he pacified that tumuk which had 
been in the country, and this by both threatening and advis- 
ving them to be quiet : for that, " if they would be of Hyrca- 
nus's side, they would live happily, and lead their lives with- 
out disturbance, in the enjoyment of their own possessions; 
but if they were addicted to the hopes of what might come 
by innovation, and aimed to get wealth thereby, they should 
have him a severe master, instead of a gentle governor, and 
Hyrcanus a tyrant, instead of a king, and the Romans, toge* 
N 3 
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ther with Caestr, their bitter enemies, instead of rulers, for 
that they would never bear him to be set aside whom they 
had appointed to gfovem." And when Antipater had said thk 
to them, he bims^ settled the afiairs of this country. 

2. And seeing tlMit Hvvc«uis was of a slow and slothful 
temper, he made Phasaipws, his eldest son^ governor of Jeru- 
salem, and of the places that were about it, bol committed 
Galilee to Herod, lids next so», who was then a very young 
man, for he was but ^fideen years of age: but that youth of 
his was no i^npedimeftt to him | but as he was a youth of 
great mind, he presently met wi^ an opportunity of signali^ 
ing his cour^^; fiftr fiadioft that there was one Hesekias, a 
captain ofa band of rubers, who overran the neighbouring 
parts of Syria^with a great troop of them, he seized him, and 
slew him, as well as a great numlMr of the other robbers that 
were with him ; for which B£tiQn he was greatly beloved by 
the Syriaivs^ for when tliey were very desirous to have 
their country freed from tbisnei^t of robbers, be iHirged k of 
them : so they sung scmgs in his commendation in thek vil- 
lages and cities, as having procured them peace, and die se- 
cure enjoymentof their possession!^ and on this account it was, 
that he became known to'Sextus Ccesar, wbo^was a rels^en 
of the great Caesar's, and was now pfmideirt of S^Fda. Now 
Phasaelus, Herod's brother^ was moved with emulation at his 
actions, and envied the fame he had thereby gotten, and be- 
came ambitious not to be behindhand with him in deserting 
it : so he made the inhkbitantsi of Jerusalem bear him the 
greatest good-will, while he held the city himself^ but did 
neither manage its affairs improperly, nor abuse his au- 
thority therein. This conduct procured from the nation to 
Antipater such respect as is due to kings, and such honours as 
he might partake of, if he were an absolute lord of the coun- 
try. Yet did not this splendour of his, as frequently happens, 
in the least diminish in him that kindness and fidelity which 
he owed to Hyrcanus. 

3« But now the principal men among the Jews, when they 
saw Antipater and his sons grow so much in the good-will the 
nation bare to them, and in the revenues which they receiv- 
ed out of Judea, and out of Hyrcapus's own weahh, they 

* Those who will carefully observe the several occasional numbers 
and chronological characters in'the life and death of this Herod, and of 
his children, hereafter noted^will see, that tweniy-Jive years, and'not^- 
Uen, mast for certain have been here Josephus's own number for the age 
of Herod, when he was made governor ot Galilee'. See chap, xiiii. § 5, 
and chap. xxiv. § 7, and particulariy Antiq. B. xvii. ch. viii. § 1. voh iv. 
where,,about 44 years afterwards, Herod dies an old man at about 70. 
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became ill disposed to him: for indeed Antipater had con- 
tracted a friendship with the Roman emperors; and when he 
had inreTailed with H^nrcwius to send than money^ he took it 
to himself^ and puiioined the present intended, and sent it, as 
if it were his own, and ttot Hyrcanus's gift to them. Hyrca- 
nus heard of this his numagement, but took no care about it ; 
nay, he rather was vety glad of it: but the chief men of the 
Jews were, tberefere, in fear, because they saw that Herod 
was a vi5>leot«nd bold man, and very desirous of acting ty- 
rannically; so they came to Hyrcanus, and now accused Anti-* 
pater openly, a&d said to him, ^ How long wik thou be quiet 
under such actions as aie now done ? Or dost thou not see 
that Antipater and his sons h^e already seized upon the go- 
vernment? and that it is only the name of a king which is given 
thee ? But (k> not thou suffer these things to be hidden from 
thee; nor do thou think to escape danger by being so care- 
less of thyself ^d of thy kingdom : for Antipater and his sons 
are not now stewards of thine affairs : do not thou deceive 
thyself with such a notion, they are evidently absolute lords: 
for Herod, Antfpater's son hath slain Hezekias, and those 
that wwe with him, and hath thereby transgressed our law, 
which hath ^rbidden to slay any man, even though he were 
' a wicked man, unless he had been first ^condemned to suf- 
fer death by the sanhedrim yet hath he been so insolent as 
to do diis, and lliat without any authority from thee. 

4* Upon Hyrcai^us'sliearing this, he complied with them. 
The mothers also of those that had been slain by Herod 
raised his indignarton : for these women continued every day 
•in the temple, persuading the king, and the people, that He- 
rod anight undergo a trial, before the sanhedrim for what he 
had don.e Hyrcanus was so moved by these complaints, 
that he summoned Herod to come to hb trial, for what was 
charged upon him. Accordingly, he came : but his father 
had persuaded him to come not like a private man, but with 
a guard, for the security of his person ; and that when he 
liad settled the affairs of Galilee in the best manner he could 
for his own advantage, he slioutd come to his trial, but still 
with a body of men sufficient for his security on his journey, 

* It is here worth our while to remark, that none could be pat to 
death in Judea, but by the approbation of the Jewish sanhedrim, there 
being an eicetlent provision in the law of M96e8, that even in crironal 
causesi and particularly where life was concerned, an appeal shonld lie 
from the lesser councib of seven in the other cities, to the supreme 
council of seventy-one at Jerusalem. And this is exactly according to 
our Saviour's \^ords when he says, // could not be that apraphel ehonld 
perish out ofJerusalcH^ Lofte xjii. 33. 
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yet so that he should not come with so great a force as might 
look like terrifying Hyrcanua, but still such an one as might 
not expose hkn naked and unguarded [to hk enemies.J 
However, Sextus Caesar, president of Syria, wrote to Hyr- 
canus, and desired him to clear H^rod, and dismiss him at 
his trial, and threatened him beforehand, if he (fid not do it. 
Which epistle of his was the occasion of Hyrcanus's deliver- 
ing Herod from saflering any harm from the sanhedrim, for 
he loved him as his own son. But when Herod stood before 
the sanhedrim, with his body of men about him, he affri^t- 
ed them all, and no one of bis former acowers duist alto 
that bring any charge against him, but there was a deep si« 
lence, and nobody knew what was to be done. When af- 
fairs stood thus, one whose name was *8cmea8^ a righteous 
man he was, and for that he was above all fear, who rose up, 
and said, "O you that are assessors with mey and O thoa 
that art our king, I neither have ever myself known sach a 
case, nor do I suppose that any one of you can Ba«ie its pa« 
rallel, that one jsrho is called to take his trial by us ever 
stood in such a manner before usj but every one, whoso- 
ever he be, that comes to be tried by this sanhedrim, pre- 
sents himself in a submissive manner, and like que that is in 
fear of himself, and that endeavours to. move us to compas« 
sion, with his hur disheveHed, and in a Uack and mouming 
garment: but this admirable n^n Herod, iriia is accused ^ 
murder, and called to answer so lieafy an accusation, stands 
here clothed in purple, and with the hair of lus head finely 
trimmed, and with his armed men about him., that if he ahau 
condemn him by our law, he may slay us, and by overbeiff- 
ing justice may himself escape death. Yet do not I make 
* this complsunt against Herod himself; he is to be sure more 
concerned for himself than for the laws; but my complsunt 
is against yourselves, and your king, who give him" a license 
so to do. However, take you notice, that God is greats and 
that this very man whom you are going to absolve and dis- 
miss, for the sake of Hyrcanus, will one day puni^ both 
you, and your king himself also.'' Nor didfSamea^ mistake 
in any part of this prediction: for when Herod had received 
the kingdom, he slew all the members of this Sanhedrim, 
and Hyrcanus himself abo, excepting Sameas, for he bad a 
great honour for him on account of liis righteousness, and 
because, when the city was afterward besieged by Herod 
and Sosius, he persuaded the people to admit Herod into it; 

* Ti)l3 Bccountj as Reland observes is confirmed by (be Ta!jBiiA^i 
who call this Sameas, ^uacon thtson o/Shctadu 
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aiid told tiieniy that ^^for dieir sins tbe;^ would not be able 
to escape his hands.'' Which things will be related by us i^ 
their proper places. 

5. But when Hyrcanus saw that the members of tlie san- 
hedrim were ready to pronounce the sentence of death upon 
Herod, he put off the trial to another day, and sent privately 
to Herod, and advised him to fly out of the city, for that by 
this means he might escape. So he retired to Damascus, as 
though he fled from the king : and when he had been with 
Sejictus Caesar, and had put his own afS^irs in a sure posture, 
he resolved to do thus, that in case he were again summoned 
before the sanhedrim to take his trial, he would not obey 
that summons. Hereupon the members of the sanhedrim 
liad great indignation at this posture of affairs, and endeavour- 
ed to persuade Hyrcanus, that all these things were against 
him. Which state of matters he was not ignorant of; but 
bis temper was so unmanly, and so foolish, that he was able 
to do nothing at all. But when Sextus had made Herod ge- 
neral of the army of Coelosyria, for he sold them that post f6r 
money, Hyrcanus was in fear lest Herod should make war 
upon him : nor was the effect of what he feared long in com- 
ing upon him, for Herod came, and brought an army along 
with him, to fight with Hyrcanus, as being angry at the trial 
he had been summoned to undergo before the sanhedrim ; 
but his father Antipater, and his brother [Phasaelus,] met 
him, and hindered him from assaulting Jerusalem. They 
also pacified his vehement teinper, and persuaded him to do 
no overt action, but only to amright them with threatenings, 
and to proceed no further against one who had given him the 
dignity he had : they also desired him not only not to be angry 
that he was summoned, and obliged to come to his trial, but 
to remember withal, how he was dismissed without condem- 
nation, and how he ought to give Hyrcanus thanks for the 
same, and that he was not to regard only what was disagree- 
able to him, and be unthankful for his deliverance. So they 
desired him to consider, that since it is God that turns the 
scales of wai*, there is great uncertainty in the issue of bat- 
tles, and that, therefore, he oi^t not to expect the victory, 
when he should fight with his king, and him that had support* 
ed him, and bestowed many benefits upon him, and had done 
nothing itself very severe to him ; for that his accusation, 
which was derived from evil counsellors, and not from him- 
self, had rather the suspicion of some severity, than any 
thii^ really severe in it, Herod was persuaded by these 
arguments, and believed that it was sufficient for his future 
iiopes to have made a show of his strength before the pation^ 
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and done no more to it : and in this state were the affiEurs of 
Judea at this time. 



CHAP. X. 

The honours thai were paid the Jews ; and the leagues that 
were made by the Romans, and other nations, with them. 

^ 1. Now when Caesar was come to Rome, he was ready 
to sail into Africa to fight against Scipio and Cato, when Hyr- 
canus sent ambassadors to him, and by them desired that he 
would ratify that league of friendship and mutual aHiance 
which was between them. And it seems to me to be neces- 
sary here to give an account of all the honours that the Ro- 
mans and their emperors paid to our nation, and of the 
leagues of mutual assistance they have made with it, that all 
the rest of mankind may know what regard the kings of Asia 
and Europe have had to us, and that they have been abun- 
dantly satisfied of our courage and fidelity ; for, whereas 
many will not believe what hath been written about as by 
the Persians and Macedonians, because those writings are not 
every where to be met with, nor do lie in public places, hot 
among us ourselves, and certain other barbarous nations, 
while there is no contradiction to be made against the de- 
crees of the Romans, for they are laid up in the public places 
of the cities, and are extant still in the capitol, and engraven 
upon pillars of brass; nay, besides this, Julius Caesar made 
a pillar of brass for the Jews at Alexandria, and declared 
publicly, that they were citizens of Alexandria. Out of 
these evidences will I demonstrate what I say ; and will now 
set down the decrees made both by the senate, and by Ju- 
lius Caesar, which relate to Hyrcanus, and to our nation. 

2. "Caius Julius Caesar, imperator and high-priest, and 
dictator the second time, to the magistrates, senate, and peo- 
ple of Sidon, sendeth greeting: If you be in health it is well. 
I also, and the army are well. 1 have sent you a copy of 
that decree, registered on the tables, which concerns HyN 
canus, the son of Alexander, the high-priest and ethnarch 
of the Jews, that k may be laid up among the public re- 
cords: and I will that it be openly proposed in a table <^ 
brass, both in Greek and in Latin. It is as follows : I Julias 
Caesar, imperator the second time, and high-priest, have 
made this decree, with the approbation of HHe senate: 
whereas Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander the Jew, halfc de- 
monstrated his fidelity anddiligence about our affairs, «nd this 
both now and in former times, botk » peace, and in war, as 
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many of our genecals have borne witness^ and came to our 
assistance in the last ^Alexandrian war with fifteen hundred 
soldi^es; and when he was sent by me to Mithridates^ show- 
ed himself superior in valour to all the rest of that army: 
for these reasons, I will, that Hyrcanus, the so{i of Alexander, 
and his childrep, be ethnarchs of the Jews, and have the 
high-priesthood of the Jews, for ever^ according to the cus- 
toms of their forefathers, and that be and his sons be our 
confederates; and that besides this, every one of them be 
reckoned aii^ong pur particular friends. I also ordain, that 
he and his ehildren retain whatsoever privileges belong to 
the office of higl|-pri^t, dr whatsoever favour»have been 
hitherto granted mem. And if at any time hereafter there 
arise any questions about the Jewish customs, I will that he 
determine the same. And I think it not proper that they 
should be obliged to find us winter quarters, or that any mo- 
ney should be required of them." 

3. '* The decrees of Caiips Caesar, consul, containing what 
hath been granted and determined, are as follows: That 
Hyrcanus and his children bear rule over the nation of the 
Jews, and have the profits of the places to them bequeathed j 
and that he, as himself the high-priest, and ethnarch of the 
Jews, defend those that are injured. And that ambassadors 
be sent to Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, the high-priest 
of the Jews, that may discourse with him about a league of 
friendship and mutual assistance ; and that a table of brass, 
containing the premises,^ be openly proposed in the capitol, 
and at Sidon, and Tyre, and Askelon, and in the temple, en- 
graven in Eoman «ind Greek letters : that this decree may 
also be communicated to the quaestors and praetors of the se- 
veral eities, and to the friends of the Jews; 'and that the am- 
bassadors may have presents made them, that these decrees 
be sent every where." 

4. ^^ CaiusjCaesar, in^pera^or, dictator, consul, hath grant- 
ed^ that out Qf regard to the honour and virtue, and kindness 
of the man, and for the advantage of the senate, and of the 
people of Rome, Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, both he 
and his chiidven, be high-priesis and priests of Jerusalem, 
and of the Jewish nation, by the same right, and according 
to the same laws, by which th^ir progenitors have held the 
priesthood." 

* That Hyrcanus was himself in Bgvpt, along with Antipater, at 
this time, to whom accordingly tke bold and prudent actions of his de- 
puty Antipafer are here ascribed, as this decree of Jalius Ceesar sup- 
poses, we are farther assured by the testimony of Straboi already prQr 
ducB^ by Josephus, chap. viii. § 3. 
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5. Caius Caesar, consul Ae fifth tfwe, hath decreed, 
that the Jews ffaaU possess Jenisale*, and may encompass 
that city with walls 5 and that Hyr«anus, the son erf* Akxan- 
der, the high-priest and an ethoarch of the J«ws, retain M in 
the manner he himself pleases; and that the Jews be allow- 
ed to deduct out of their tribute, evmy second year the land 
is let, [in the sabbatttc period] aainw of thai tribute: and that 
the tribute they pay be not Jel to farm^ n»r that they pay al- 
ways the sametributfe/^ 

6. ^^ Caius Caesar, imperaUn* the secottd thne, hath or- 
dained, that all the country of the Jews, excepting Joppa, do 
pay a tribjite yearly for the city Jerusalem, exceptii^ the se- 
venth, which they call the Sabbatical ytar, because thereon 
they neither receive the fruits of their trees, nor do they sow 
the land; and that they pay their tribute In ftidon, on the se- 
cond year [of that Sabbatical period,] the fourth part of what 
was sown : and besides this, they are to pay the same tithes 
to Hyrcanus and hb sons, which Ihey paki to ihehr foiiefathers. 
And that no one, neither president, nor lieutenant, nor ambas> 
sador, raise auxiliaries w'lthin the bounds of Judea; nor my 
soldiers exact money of them for wintet quarters, or under 
any other pretence, but that they be free from all sorts of in- 
juries: and that whatsoever they shall hereafter have, and 
are in possession of, or have bought, they shall retun ^em 
all. It is also our pleasure, that the city Joppa, which the 
Jews had originally when they made a league of friendship 
with the Romans, shall bdong to them, as tt formertydid^ 
and that Hyrcanus, the son of Alexander, and his sons, have 
as tribute of that city from those that occupy the land for the 
country, and for what they export every year to Sidon, twenty 
thousand six hundred and seventy-five modii every year, the 
seventh year which. they called the Sabbatic year ^ excepted, 
whereon they neither plough, nor receive the product of 
their trees. It b also the pleasure of the senate, that as to 
the villages which are in the great plain, which Hyrcanus 
and hb forefathers formerly possessed, Hyrcanus and the 
Jews have them with the same privileges with which they 
formerly had them also; and that the same original ordinances 
remain still in force which concern the Jews, with regard 
to their high-priests; and that they enjoy- the same bene- 
fits which they had formerly by the concession of the peo- 
ple, and of the senate; and let them enjoy the like privi- 
leges in Lydda. It is the pleasure also of the senate, that 
Hjrrcanus the ethnarch, and the Jews retain those places, 
countries, and villages, which belonged to the kings of Syria 
and Phoenicia, the confederates of the Romans, and which 
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they kAd bestowed oit them as free gifts. It is also granted 
to HyjrcamiSy and to his son^, and to the ambassadors by them 
sent to ii9,tiiat in the fights between single gladiators, and in 
those with beasts, they shall' sit among the senators to see 
those shows : and that when they desire an audience, they shall 
be introdaced into the senate by the dictator, or by the gene- 
ral of the horse; and when they have introduced them, their 
answers shall be returned them in ten days at the farthest, 
after the decree of the senate is made about their affairs." 

7. ^*Caius Caesar, imperator, dictator the fourth time, and 
consul the fif^ time, declared to be perpetual dictator, made 
this speech conceming^the rights and privileges of Hyrcanus, 
the son of Alexander, the high-priest and ethnarch of 1%e 
Jews. Since those *imperators that have been in the pro- 
vinces before me, have borne witness to Hyrctous, the high- 
priest of the Jews, and to the Jews themselves, and this be-, 
fore the senate and people of Rome, when the people and se- 
nate returned their thanks to them, it is good that we abo 
now remember the same, and provide that a requital be made 
to Hyrcanus, to the nation of the Jews, and to the sons of 
Hyrcanus, by the senate and people of Rome, and that suita- 
t^y to what good-will they have shown us, and to the bene- 
fits they have bestowed upon us." 

8. " Julius Caius, praetor, [consul] of Romie, to the magis- 
Crates, senate, and people of the Parians, sendeth greeting : 
The Jews of Delos, and some other JeWs that sojourn there, 
in the presence of your ambassadors'^, signified to us, that by 
a decree of yours, you forbid them to make use of the cus- 
toms of their forefathers, and their way of sacred worship. 
Now it does not please me that such decrees should be made 
against our friends and confederates, whereby they are for- 
jt>idden to live according to their own customs, ot to bring in 
Qontributions for common suppers, and holy festivals, while 
they are not forbidden so to do even at Rome itself 5 for even 
Caius Caesar, oar imperator and consul, in that decree where- 
in he forbade the Bacchanal rioters to meet in the city, did 
yet permit these Jews, and these only, both to bring in their 
contributions, and to make their common suppers. Accord- 
ingly, when I forbid other Bacchanal rioters, I permit these 
Jews to gather themselves together, according to the cus- 

* Dr. Hudson justly supposes, that these Roman imperatorsi or ge* 
nerals of armies, meant both here, and § 2, who gave testimony to Hyr- 
caana's and tbe Jews, faithfolness and good* will to the Romans before 
th0 senate an^ people of Rome, were priaoSpally Fompey, Scaarus, and 
aiM»D>os: of all whom Josepbut bad already given us the history) eofar 
as tbe Jews were concerned with them. 
YOIi. in. O 
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tarns and laws of their forefathers, and to persist therein. It 
will be, therefore, good for you, that if you have made any de- 
cree against these our friends and confederates, to abrogate 
the same, by reason of their virtue, and kind disposition to- 
WjEurds us«" 

9. Now after Caius was slain, when Marcus Antonius, and 
Publius Dolabella were consuls, they both assembled the se- 
nate, and introduced H3rrcanus's ambassadors into it, and dis- 
coursed of what they desired, and made a league of friendship 
with them. The senate also decreed to grant them all they de- 
sired, I add the decree itself, that those who read the pre- 
sent work, may have re^dy by them a demonstration of the 
truth of whJ^t we say. The decree was this : 

10. "The decree of the senate, copied out of the treasu- 
ry, from the public tables belonging to the qu^stors, when 
Quintus Rutilius and Caius Cornelius wer^ quaestors, an4 
taken out of the second table of the first class, on the third day 
before the Ides of April, in the temple of Concwd. There 
were present at the writing of this decree, Lucius Calpumhis 
Piso of the IVf enenian tnbe, Servius Papinius Potitus of the 
Lemonian tribe, Caius Caninius RebiUus of the Terentine 
tribe, Publius Tidetius, Lucius Apulinus, the son of Lucius 
of the Sergian tribe, Flavius the son of Lucius, of the Lemo-. 
nian tribe, Publius Platius, the son of Publius of the Papy rian 
tribe, Marcus Acilius, the son of Marcus of the Mecian tribe, 
Lucius Euricius, the son of Lucius of the SteUatine tribe^ 
Marcus Quintius PlanciHus, the son of Marcus of the PoUiau 
tribe, and Publius Serius. Publius Dolabella, and Marcus 
Antonius^ the consuls, made this reference to the senate, that 
as to those things which, by the decree of the senate, Caius 
Caesar had adjudged about the Jews, and yet had not lutherto 
that decree been brought into the treasury, it is our will, as it 
is also the desire of Publius Dolabella, and Marcus Antonius, 
our consuls, to have these decrees put into the public tables, 
and brought to the city-queestors, that they may take care to 
have them put upon the double tables. This was done be- 
fore the fifth of tne ides of February, in the temple of Con- 
cord. Now the ambassadors from Hyrcanus the high-priest 
were these, Lysimachus, the s.on of Pausanius, Alejumder, 
the son of Tbeodorus, ^atroclus, the son of Chereas, anS 
Jonathan, the son of Onias." 

21. Hyrcanus sent also one of these ambassadors to Dola- 
bella, who was then the prefect of Asia, and desired him t^ 
dismiss the Jews from military servicer and to preserve to 
them the customs of their fo^efathers^d to permit them, to 
]ive according to them. And when Dolabdla had recfiiw^ 
Hy<canus^ letter, without any farther deliberation^ he setit 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Chap. X. OF THE JEWS. 159 

an epistle to all the Asiatics^ and particularly to the city of 
the Ephesiansy the metropolis of Asia^ about the Jews ; a 
copy of which epistle here follows: 

12. "When Artemon was prytanis^ on the first day of the 
month Leneon, Dolabella, imperator, to the senate^ and ma- 
gistrates, and people of the Ephesians, sendeth greeting : Al- 
exander, the son of Theodorus, the ambassador of Hyrcanus, 
the son of Alexander the high-priest and ethnarch of the 
Jews, appeared before me, to show that his countrymen could 
not go into their armies, because they are not allowed to bear 
arms, or to travel on the Sabbath-days, nor there to procure 
themselves those sorts of food which they have been used to 
eat from the times of their forefathers ; I do, therefore, grant 
them a freedom from going into the army, as the former pre- 
fects have done, and permit them to use the customs of their 
forefathers, and assembling together for sacred and religious 
purposes, as their law requires, and for collecting oblations 
necessary for sacrifices, and my will is, that you write this to 
the several cities under your jurisdiction. 

13. And these were concessions that Dolabella made to 
our nation, when Hyrcanus sent an embassage to him. But 
Lucius the consul's decree ran thus : " I have at my tribunal 
set these Jews, who are citizens of Rome, and follow the 
Jewish religious rites, and yet live at Ephesus, free from go- 
ing into the army, on account of the superstition they are un- 
der. This was done before the twelfth of the calends of Oc- 
tober, when Lucius Lentulus, and Gains Marcellus, were con- 
suls, in the presence of Titus Appius Balgus, the son of Ti- 
tus, and lieutenant of the Horatian tribe, of Titus Tongius, 
the son of Titus, of the Crustamine tribe, of Quintius Resius, 
the son of Quintus, of Titus Pompeius Longinus, the son of 
Titus, of Caius Servilius, the son of Caius, of the Terentine 
tribe, of Bracchus the military tribune, of Publius Lucius Gal- 
lus, the son of Publius, of the Veturian tribe, of Caius Sentius,^ 
the son of Caius, of the Subatine tribe, of Titus Atilius Bul- 
bus, the son of Titus, lieutenant and vice-prsetor, to the ma- 
gistrates, senate and people of the Ephesians, sendeth greet- 
ing : Lucius Lentulus the consul freed the Jews that are in 
Asia from going into the armies, at my intercession for them. 
And when I had made the same petition some time afterward 
to Phanius the imperator, and to Lucius Antonius, the vice- 
questor, I obtained the privilege of them also : and my will 
is, that you take care that no one give them any disturbance." 

14. The decree of the Delians. ^•The answer of the prae- 
tors, when Beotus was Archon, on the twentieth day of the 
month Thargeleon, while Marcus Piso the lieutenant lived in 
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our city, who was also appointed over the choice of the s^ 
diers, he called usp and many other of the citizens, and gave 
order, that if there be here any Jews, who are Roman dd* 
zens, no one is to give them any disturbance about going into 
the army, because Cornelius Lentulus the consul freed the 
Jews from going into the army, on account of the superstition 
they are under ; you are, therefore, obliged to submit to the 
prstor.'^ And the like decree was made by the Sardians 
about us also. 

15. '^Caius Phanius, the son of Caius, imperator and con^ 
sul, to the magistrates of Cos, sendeth greeting : I would have 
you know that the ambassadors of the Jews have been with 
me, and desired they might have those decrees which the se* 
nate had made about them 3 which decrees are here subjoin* 
ed. My will is, that you have a regard to, and take care of 
these men, according to the senate's decree, that they may be 
safely conveyed home through your country." 

16. The declaration of Lucius Lentulus the consid: ^'I 
have dismissed those Jews who are Roman citizens, and who 
appear to me to have their religious rites, and to observe the 
laws of the Jews at Cphesus, on account of the supersiiUon 
they are under. This act was done before the thirteen^ of 
the calends of October.'' 

17* ^^ Lucius Antonius, the son of Marcus, vice-qu^stor, and 
vice-praetor, to the magistrates, senate, and people of the Sar- 
dians, sendeth greeting : Those Jews that are our fellow- 
citizens of Rome, came to me, and demonstrated that they 
had an assembly of their own, according to the laws of their 
forefathers, and this from the beginning, as also a (dace, of 
their own, wherein they determined their suits and contro* 
versies with one another; upon their petition, therefore, to 
me, that these might be lawful for them, I give order that 
these their privileges be preserved, and they be permitted to 
do accordingly." 

18. The declaration of Marcus Publius,the soi) of Spu- 
rius, and of Marcus, the son of Marcus, and of Lucius, the 
son of Publius : *' We went to the proconsul, and informed him 
oi what Dositheus, the son of Cleopatrida of Alexandria de« 
sired, that, if he thought good, he would dismiss those Jews 
who were Roman citizens, and were wont to observe the 
rites of the Jewish religion, on account of the superstition 
they were under. Accordingly, he did dismiss them. This 
was done before the thirteenth of the caleo^ 1^ October." 

19* ^^In the month Quintilis, when Lucius Lentulus and 
Caius Marcellus were consuls ; and there wo^e present Ti- 
tus Appius Batbus, the son of Titus, lieut^iant of the Hora- 
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tiati tribe, Titus Tongius of the Crustumine tribe, Quintus 
Resiusythe son of Qilintus, Titus Pompeius, the son of Titus^ 
Cornelius Longinus, Caius Servilius Bracchus, the son of 
Caius, a military tnbuoe, of the Terentine tribe, Publius 
Clusius Gallus, the son of Publius of the Veturian tribe,^ 
Caius Teutius, the son of Caius, a military tribume, of the 
Emilian tribe, Sextus Atilius Serranus, the son of Sextus, of 
the Esquiline tribe, Caius Pompeins, the son of Caius, of the 
Sabatine tribe, Titus Appius Menander, the son of Titus, 
Publius ServiUnsi Strabo, the son of Publius, Lucius Paccius' 
Capito^ the son of Luciuft^ of *hc Colline tribe, Aulus Furius 
Tertius,the sim of Aulus> and Appius Memuu In the pre- 
sence of these it was that Lentulus pronounced this decree : 
I have before the tribimal dismissed those Jews that are Ro- 
man citizens, and are accustomed to observe the sacred rites 
of the Jews at Ephesus, on account of the superstition they 
are under." 

20. '^ The mamstrates of the Laodiceans to Caias- Rubi- 
lius, the son of Caii», the consul, send greeting: Sopater 
the ambassador of Hyrcanus, the high-priest, hath delivered 
us an epistle from thee, whereby he lets us know, that cer- 
tain ambassadors were come from Hyrcanus, the high-priest 
of the Jews, and brought an epistle written concerning their 
nation, wherein they desire that the Jews may be allowed Uy 
observe their Sabtraiths, and other sacred rites, according to* 
the laws of their forefathers, and that they may be under no 
command, because they are our friends and confederates, and 
that nobody may injure them in our provincesw Now al- 
though the TralUans there present contradicted them, and 
were not pleased with these decrees, yet didst thou give or- 
der that they should be observed, and informedst us that thou 
hadst been desired to write tins to us about them. We there- 
fore, in obedience to the injunctions we have received from 
thed, have received the epistle which thou sentest us, «id 
iiave laid it up by itself among our public records^ And as 
to the other things about which thou didst send to us, we will 
take care that no complaint be madp against us.'^ 

21. "Publius Servilius, the son of Publius, of the Galban 
tribe, the proconsul, to the magistrates, senate, and people 

' of the Milesians, sendeth greeting : Prytanes, the son of Her- 
mes, a citizen of yours, came to me when I was at Tralles, 
and held a court there, and informed me that yoa used the 
Jews in a way different from my opinion, and forbade them 
to celebrate their Sabbaths, and to perform the sacred rites 
received from thefr forefrtthers, uA to manage the fruits of 
Ite hmdi accordiflg to their ancient customi and that be bad 
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VmmV bewi the pronuili^r of yowr dtcree, acc«M»n|«9 yo«r 
laws require : I would, tkerefow, have you know, that up©n 
hoarifigtbe pleadings ou both sides, I gave fentence that the 
Jqws should fi9t be prohibited to make use of their owo ci^- 
toms.^^ 

^2. The decree of those of Pergaams. When Cratip- 
pus was prytanis, on the first day of the mopth Desius, the 
decree of the praetors was this : " Since the Romans, follow* 
\ftg the conduct of their ancestors, undertake dangers for 
the common safety of aU manlwnd, and are ambttious to 
settle their confederates and friends- in happiness, and in 
firm peace, and aiiuse the nation of the Jews, and their high- 
priest Hyrcanus, sent as ambassadors to them, Stn^, the 
son of Theodotus, and Apollonius, the son of Alexand«-, 
and Gneas, the son of Antipater, and ArisU>bulus, the son of 
Amyntas, and Sosipater, the son ctf Philip, worthy and good 
men, who gave afparticular account of their affairs, the se- 
nate thereupon made a decree about what they had desired 
of them, that Antiochus the king, the son of Antipchus, 
should do no injury to the Jews, the confederates of the Ro- 
mans ; and that tlu; fortresses, and the havens, and the coun- 
try, and whatsoever else he had taken from them, should be 
restored to them ;,and that it may be lawful for them to ex- 
port their goods out of their own havens $ and diat no king 
. nor people may have leave to export any goods, either out 
of the country of Judea, or out of their havens, without pay- 
ing customs, but only Ptolemy the king of Alexandria, be- 
cause he is our confederate and friend : and that according 
to their desire, the garrison that is in Joppa may be ejected. 
Now Lucius Pettius, one of our senators, a worthy and good 
man, gave order, that we should take car^ that these things 
should be done according to the senate's decree ; and that 
we should take care also that their ambassadors might re- 
turn home in safety. Accordingly, we admitted Theodonis 
into our senate and assembly, and* took the epistle out of his 
hands, as well as the decree of the senate : and as he dis- 
coursed with great zeal about the Jews, and described Hyr- 
canus's virtue and generosity, and how he was a benefiutor 
to all men in common, and particularly to every body that 
comes to him, we laid up the epistle in our public records; 
and made a decree ourselves, that since we also are in con- 
federacy with the Romans, we would do every thing we 
cottld for the Jews, according to the senate's decree, "nieo* 
dorus also, who brought the epistle, desired of oiv praetors, 
that they would send Hyrcaaos a copy of thai deccoe^ as abo 
ambassadors to signify to him the adbctioa of oiu* ipeqple to 
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him, md to exhort them to preserve and augment thw frietid- 
ship (w u8,aod be ready to beitow other beaefits upon us, 
as justly expectmg to receive proper requitals from us; and 
denriog them to remember that our ^ancestors were firiend- 
ly to the Jews even in the days of Abraham, who was the Ei- 
ther of all the Hebrews, as we have [also] found it set down 
in our public records." 

23. The decree of those of Halicamassus. When Mem- 
non, the son of Orestidas by descent, but by adoption of Eu- 
nonymus, was priest, on the * * * day of the month Arts- 
terion, the decree of the people, upon the representation of 
Marcus Alexander, was this: ^^ Since we have ever a g^eat 
regard to piety towards God, and to holiness, and since we 
aim to follow the people of the {tomans, who are the bene- 
factors of all men, and what they have written to us about a 
league of friendship and mutual assistance between the Jews 
and our city, and that their sacred offices, and accustomed 
festivals and assemblies may be observed by them, we have 
decreed, that as many men and women of the Jews as are 
willing so to do, may celebrate their Sabbaths, and perform 
their holy offices, according to the Jewish law ^ and may 
make their proseuchae at the sea-side, according to the cus- 
toms of their forefathers ; and if any one, whether he be a 
magistrate or private person, hindereth them from so doing;, 
iie shall be liable to a fine, to be applied to the uses of the 
city." 

24. The decree of the Sardians. This decree was made 
by the senate and people, upon the representation of the 
prstors. <^ Whereas those Jews who are our fellow-citizens, 
and live with us in the city, have ever had great benefits 
heaped upon them by the people, and have come now into 
the senate, and desired of the people that, upon the restitu- 

* We have hers a most remarkable and authentic attestation of the 
citizens of Pergamus, that Abraham was tlie father of all the Hebrews } 
that their own ancestors were, in the oldest times, the friends ofthose 
Hebrews; and that the public acts of their city, then eitant, confirmed 
the same : which evidence is too strong to be evaded by our present ig- 
norance of the particolar occasion ofsacb ancient friendship and alliance 
between those people. See the like full evidence of the kindred of the 
Lacedemonians and the <fews ; and that because they were both the 
posterity of Abraham, by a public epistle of those people to the Jews, 
preserved in the first book of the Maccabees, lii. 19—^, and thence by 
JosephuF, Antiq. B. xii. cb. iv. § 10, both wbkh authentic records are 
highly viUuable. It b well worthy of observation, what Moses Chore- 
nensisj the principal Armenian historian, informs us of. p. 83, that Ar- 
saeesi who raised the Parthian empire, was of the seed or Abraham by 
Chetura { and that thereby was accomplisbed that prediction which sald^. 
Kingi ofnatms fhaUfroeudfrom thee* Gen. xvii. 9; 
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ticm of their law, and their liberty, by the senate and people . 
of Rome, they may assemble together according to their an- 
cient legal custom, and that we will not bring any suit against 
them a£>ut it ; and that a place may be given them where 
they may have their congregations, with their wives and chil- 
dren, and may offer, as did theur forefathers, thmr prayers 
and sacrifices to God: now the senate and people have de« 
creed to permit them to assemble together on the days for- 
merly appointed, and to act according to their own laws ; and 
that such a place be set apart for them by the praetors, for 
the building and inhabiting the same, as they shall esteem fit 
iw that purpose : and that those that take care of the provi- 
sioiiis for the city, shall take care that such sorts of food, as 
they esteem fit for their eating, may be imported into the 
city.^' 

25. The decree of the Ephesians. When Menophilus 
Was prytanis, on the first day of the month Artemisius, this 
decree was made by the people : Nicanor, the son of Eu- 
phemus, pronounced it, upon the representation of the pree- 
tors. Since the Jews that dwell in this city have petitioned 
Marcus Julius Pompeius, the son of Brutus, the proconsul, 

. that they might be allowed to observe their Sabba^s, and to 
act in ail things according to the customs of their forefathers, 
without impediment from any body, the praetor bath granted 
their petition. Accordingly, it was decreed by the senate 
and people, that, in this affair that concerned the Romans, no 
one of them should be hindered from keeping the Sabbath- 
day, nor be fined for so doing, but that they be allowed to do 
all things according to their own laws.'' 

26. Now there are ♦many such decrees of the senate and 
imperators of the Romans, and those different from these be- 
fore us, which have been made in favour of H3rrcanus, and of 
our nation ; as also, there have been more decrees of the 
cities, and rescripts of the prsetors, to such as concerned our 
rights and privileges; and certainly, such as are not ill-dis- 
posed to what we write, may believe that they are all to this 
purpose, and that by the specimens which we have inserted; 

* If we. compare Josepbas's promise in § 1, to produce a// the public 
decrees of the Romans in favour of the Jews, with his excuse here for 
omitting many of them, we may observe, that when he came to tran- 
scribe alt those decrees he had collected, he found them so numerous, 
that he thought he should so much tire his readers if he hadMtempted 
it, which he thought a sufficient apology for bis omitting the rest of 
tl^m ; yet ^ tho^ by him produced afjSrd such a strong cooftrmatioii 
to his history, andgive such great light to even the Roman antiquities 
themseWesi that 1 bellero the cnrioas are not a Vlw sorry for sach his 
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for since we have prodoced evident marics that may s(i8 be 
se^D, of the friendship we have had with die Romans, and 
demonstrated that those marks are engraven upon columns 
and tables of brass in the ci^;)itol, that are still in being, and 
preserved to this day, we have omitted to set diem all down, 
as needless and disagreeable ; for I cannot suppose any one 
so perverse as not to believe the friendship we have had with 
the Romans, while they have demonstrated the same by such 
a great number of their decrees relating to us; nor will they 
doubt of our fidelity as to the rest of those decrees, since we 
have showed the same in those we have produced. And thus 
have we sufficiendy explained that friendship and confedera- 
cy we at those dmes had with the Romans. 



CHAP. XI. 

How ^Marcus succeeded Sextus when he had been slain hg 
Bassus^s treachery/ ; and how, after the death of Ccesar^ Ca^ 
sius came into Syria^ and distressed Judea; as ahOj how 
Malichus slew Antipater, and was himself slain by Herod* 

tl. Now it so fell out, that about this very time, the affairs 
yria were in great disorder, and this on the occasion foU 
lowing: Cecilius Bassus, one of Pompey's party, laid a 
treacherous design against Sextus Csesar, and slew him, and 
then took his army, and got the management of public affairs 
into his own hands; so there arose a great war about Apa* 
mia, while Caesar's generals came against him with an army 
of horsemen and footmen : to these Antipater also sent suc- 
cours, and his sons with them, as calling to mind the kind* 
nesses they had received from Caesar, and on that account he 
thought it but just to require punishment for him, and to 
take vengeance on the man that had miurdered him. And as 
the war was drawn out into a great length, Marcus came from 
Rome to take Sextus's government upon him ; but Caesar was 
slain by Cassius and Brutus, in the senate-house, after he had 
retained the government three years and six months. The 
fact, however, is related elsewhere. 

2. As the war that arose upon the death of Caesar was now 
begun, and the principal men were all gone, some one way, 
and some another, to raise armies, Cassius came from Rome 
into Syria, in order to receive the [army that lay in the] 

* For Marcut, the president of Syria, sent as suooesBor to Seitos CK' 
sar, the Roman hutonaDS requira as to read Marcus io Joflepbus, aod 
this perpetually, both in these Antiquitiesi and in bis history otthe War» 
w toe learned geQeraUy agree. 
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camp at Apamia; and having raised the siege, he brought 
over both Bassus and Marcus to liis party. He then went 
over the cities, and got together weapons and soldiers, and 
laid great taxes upon those ciUes ; and chiefly oppressed Ja- 
dea, and exacted of it seven hundred talents : but Antipater 
when he saw the state to be in so great consternation and dis- 
order, he divided the collection of that sum, and appointed 
his two sons to gather it; and so that part of it was to be ex- 
acted by Malichus, who was ill-disposed to him, and part by 
others. And because Herod did exact what was required of 
him from Galilee before others, he was in the greatest favour 
with Cassius; for he thought it a part of prudence to culti- 
vate a fiiendship with the Romans, cuid to gain their good-will 
at the expense of others; whereas the curators of the other 
cities, with their citizens, were sold for slaves; and Cassius 
reduced four cities into a state of slavery, the two most po- 
tent of which were Gophna and Emaus ; and, besides these, 
Lydda and Thamna. Nay, Cassius was so very an^ry at 
Malichus that he had killed him, (for he assaulted him,j had 
not Hyrcanus, by the means of Antipater, sent him an hun- 
dred talents of his own, and thereby pacified his anger against 
him. 

3. But after Cassjus was gone out of Judea, Malichus laid 
snares for Antipater, as thinking that his death would be the 
preservation of Hyrcanus's government: but his design was 
not unknown to Antipater, which when he perceived, he re- 
tired beyond Jordan, and got together an army, partly of Arabs, 
and partly of his own countrymen. However, Malichus being 
one of great cunning, denied that he had laid any snares for 
him, and made his defence with an oath, both to himself and 
his sons; and said, that while Phasaelus had a garrison in Je- 
rusalem, and Herod had the weapons of war in his custody, he 
could never have a thought of any such thing. So Antipater, 
perceiving the distress that Malichus was in, was reconciled 
to him, and made an agreement with him; thb was when 
Marcus was president of Syria : who yet perceiving that this 
Malichus was making a disturbance, in Judea, proceeded so 
far that he had almost killed him, but still, at ike intercession 
of Antipater, he saved him. 

4. However, Antipater little thought that by saving Mali- 
chus he had saved his own- murderer ; for now Cassius and 
Marcus had got together an army, and intrusted the entire 
care of it wi& Herod, and made him general of the forces of 
Coelosyria, and gave him a fleet of ships, and an army of horse-* 
men and footmen ; and promised him, that, after the war was 
over, they would make him king of Judea, for a war had aU 
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ready begun between Anthony and the younger Caesar: but 
as Malicbus was most afraid of Antipater, he took him out of 
the way; and by the offer of money, persuaded the buUer of 
HyrcanuSy with whom they were both to feast, to kill him by 
poison. This being d(me, and he having armed men with 
him, settled the afl^urs of the city. But when Antipater's 
sonS| Herod and Phasadus, were acquainted with this conspi- 
racy against their father, and had indignation at it, Malichus 
denied all, and utterly renounced any knowledge of the mur- 
der. And thus died Antipater, a man that had distinguished 
himself for piety, and justice, and love to his country. And 
whereas one of his sons, Herod, resolved immediately to re- 
venge their father's death, and was coming upon Malichus with 
an army for that purpose, the elder of his sons, Phasaelus, 
thought it best rather to get this man into their hands by poli- 
cy, lest they should appear to begin a civil war in the country ; 
so he accepted of Malichus's defence for himself, and pretend* 
ed to him that he had had no hand in the violent death of An<* 
tipater his father, but erected a fine monument for him. He- 
rod also went to Samaria } and when he found them in great 
distress, he revived their spirits, and composed their differ-^ 
ences. 

5. However, a little after this, Herod, upon the approach 
of a festival, came with his soldiers into the city; whereupon 
Malichus was affrighted, and persuaded Hyrcanus not to per- 
mit him to come into the city. Hyrcanus complied ; and, for 
a pretence of excluding him, allee^ed, that a rout of strangers 
ought not to be admitted when the multitude were purifying 
themselves. But Herod had little regard to the messengers 
that were sent to him, and entered the city in the night-lime, 
and affrighted Malichus; yet did he remit nothing of his 
former dissimulation, but wept for Antipater, and bewailed 
him as a friend of his with a loud voice: but Herod and his 
friends thought it proper not openly to coiitradict Malichus's 
hypocrisy, but to give him tokens of mutual friendship, in 
order to prevent his suspicion of them. 

6. However, Herod sent to Cassius and informed him of 
the murder of his father; who, knowing what sort of a man 
Malichus was as to his morals, sent him back word, that he 
should revenge his father's death ; and also sent privately to 
the commanders of his army at Tyre, with orders to assist 
Herod in the execution of a very just design of his. Now 
when Cassius had taken Laodicea, they all went together to 
him^ and carried him garlands and money: and Herod 
thought that Malichus might be punished while he was there ; 
t>ut he was somewhat apprehensive of the thing, and design* 
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cdto make some great attempt, and because hi§ [son was then 
aa host^e^t Tyre, he went to that tkjj and resolved to steal 
him away privatdy, and to march thenoe into Judea ; and as 
Cassias was ia haste to march agunst Antony, he thoti^ to 
bring the country to revolt, and to procure ^e government 
for Smself. But providence opposed Ins counsels: and He- 
rod being a shrewd man, and percdving what his intention 
was, he sent thither beforehand a servant, ui appearance in- 
deed to get a supp^ ready, for he had said before, that he 
would feast them all there, b«t in reality to the commanders 
of the army, whom he persuaded to go out against Malichns, 
with their daggers. So they went out, and met the man near 
the {city, upon the sea-shore, and stalled him* Whereupon 
Hyrcanus was so astonished at wteit had happened, diat hb 
speedi failed him : and when, after some difficulty, he had 
recovered himself^ he asked Herod, what the matter could 
be; and who it was that slew Msdichus? and when he said, 
that it was done by the command of Casrius, he commended 
the action; for that Malichus was a very wicked man, and 
one that conspired against his own country. And this was 
the punishment that was inflicted on Maliches for what he 
wickedly did to Antipater. 

7. But when Cassius was marched out of Syria^ disturbances 
arose in Judea: for Felix, who was left at Jerusalem with 
an army, made a sudden attempt against Phasa^is, and the 
people themselves rose in arms ; but Herod went to Fabius, 
the prefect of Damascus, and was desirous to run to his 
brother's assistance, but was hindered by a distemper that 
seized upon him, till Phasaelus by himself had been too hard 
for Feluc, and had shut him up in the tower, and there, on 
certain conditions, dismissed him. Phasaelus also complain- 
ed of Hyrcanus, that although he had received a great 
many benefits from them, yet did he support their ene- 
mies; for Malichus's brother had made many places tore- 
volt, and kept garrisons in them, and particularly Massada,the 
strongest fortress of them all. In the mean time Herod was 
recovered of his disease, and came and took from Felix all 
the places he had gotten ; and, upon certain conditions, dis^ 
missed him also. 
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cjiAP. xn. 

Herod ejects AntigonuSy the son of Aristobulus^ out of Judea^ 
and gains the friendship of Antony^ who was now come 
into Syria by sending him much money ; on which accoknt 
he would not admit pf those that wouJ4 have accused He- 
rod : and what it was that Antony wrote to the Tyrians 
in behalf of the Jews. 

§ 1. Now ^Ptolemy f the son of Menneus, broaght back 
'into Judea AotigonuS| the son of AristolMiluSy who iiad aU 
ready raised an army, and had, by money, made Fabiusto be 
his friend, and this because he was of km to him. JVIarkm 
abo gave, him assistance. He had been kft by Cassius to tyr- 
ranize over Tyre i for this Cassius was a aian that seized on 
Syria, and then kept it under, in the way of a tyranu Marion 
also marclied into Galilee, wkich lay in his neighbourhood^ 
and took three of its fortresses, and put garrkons into iimm 
to keaprthem. But when Herod came, he took all from himi 
but the Tyrian garrison he dismissed in a very^ivil maimer^ 
nay, to some of the soldiers he made presents, out of the 
good-will he bare to that city, '^en he had dispatched 
these afiairs^and was gone tp mee:t Antigonus, he joined 
battle with him, and bell him, aiftd drove him out-of Jodea 
pre«entlyj wiien he was just wme into itn borders. But. 
wnen W was come to Jerasalem, Hjrrcanus and th^ people 
puf garlaodsabotttl^ head; for he had dready contracted 
sm'fMtoilv wkh the tamily of Hyfx^jwf, by having espoused 
a ^scendaiit of b% and for that reaJtn Herod took the great- 
er <^e «rf him, as being to aiarry the daughter of Alexander^ 
the son of AristobulUs, and thegrand^daughterofHyrcanu% 
Py wbich vift be .became the father of three mfle, and t¥f0 
feaiale children. He had «iko maffled belbre this another 
wife, qvtt of a lower family of his own nation, whose name 
waa Dori^ by whom be had his eldest son Antipater. 

2. ^ow Antonios and Cseaar had beaten Cassius near PM- 
lippi, «a others have related ; but after the victory, Ciesar 
went into Oaid, [Italy J and Antony marched hr Asia, wh<^ 

* Iq thb and tbe following chapters, iht^ reader wtU easilv remark, 
how truly Gronovhis observes, ki bis notes on the Romaa aeorees ta 
Ikvoar of the Jew^ that their rights and privileges were commealy pur^ 
chased of the Romans with money. Many exampl(Bf of this sort, both as 
to the Romans, and others in authority, will occur in our Josepfaus, both 
now and hereafter, and need not be taken particular notice of on the 
several occasions in these notes. Accordingly, the chief captain confes- 
ses to' St. Paul, that wifhagPetUtumkehadoblaintd hisfretdom^ Acts 
^xxli. 28. as had St. Paul's ancestors^ very probably, purchased tke like 
freedom for their family by money, as the same author justly coaciudes 
also. 

voji. m. P / I ' 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



170 ANTIQUITIES BooiXIF- 

«rhen he was arrived at Bithyniay had ambassadors that met 
him from all parts. The principal men also of the Jhews 
came thither, to accuse Phasaelus and Herod; and they said, 
that Hyrcanus had indeed the appearance of relgpfy^ but 
that thes^men had all the power; but Antony paid great re- 
spect to Herod, who was come to hhn to make his defence 
against his accusers^ on which account his adversaries could 
not so much as obtain an hearing : which favour Herod had 
gained of Antony by money. But still, when Antony was 
come to Ephesus^ Hyrcanus the high-priest, and our nation, 
sent an embassage to him, which carried a crown of gold with 
them, and desired that he would write to the governors of 
the provintes, to set those Jews free who had beep carried 
captive by Cassius, and this without <}ieir having fought 
against bim, and to restore them that courtry, which in the 
l^ys of Cassius, had been taken from them. Antony thought 
the Jews' desires were just, and wrote immediately to Hyr- 
cemus, and to the Jews. He also sent, at the same time, a 
decree to this Tynans; the contents of which were to the 
same puroose. 

3. <^ Marcus Antomus, ijnperator, to Hyrcamisttie high- 



life is constant and religioui^; so I jreckon upon ycto as our 
own: but when those that were adversaries to yoii, and to 
the Roman people, and abstained neither from cities^ nor 
temples, and did not observe the agreement they had confirm- 
ed by oath, it was not only on account of our contest with 
them, but on account of all mankind in commotf, that we have 
taken vengeance on those who have been theauth<»9 of great 
injustice towards men, andiof great wickedness towards th(^ 
gods; for the sake of which, we suppose^ it was that the ^un 

* This clause plaioly alludei to that well known but unnsttal and very 
long darkness of the sun, which happened upon the murder of Julius 
Cfiesar by Brutus and Cassius ; which is taken great notice of hv Virgil, 
Pliny) and other Roman authors. See Virgil's Georgics, Book L just 
before the end; add Pliny's Nat. Hist. B. ii. ch. zu. 
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turned away his light from us^as unwilling tore^ew the hor« 
rid crime they were guilty of in the case of Caesar. . We have 
alsopvercome their conspiracies, which threatened the gods 
themselves, which Macedonia received, as it is a climate pe« 
caHariy proper for impious and insolent attempts ; and we 
have overcojne that confused rout of men, half mad with spite 
against us, which they got together at Philippi, in Macedonia^ 
when thf y seized upon the places that were proper for their 
purpose, and, as it wet^, walled them round with mountains 
to tne very sea, and where th^ passage was open only through 
a single gate. This victory we gained, because the gods had 
condemned these men for their wicked enterprises. Now 
Brutus, when he had fled as far as Philippi, was shut up by 
us, and became a partaker of the^ same perdition with Cas- 
siut; and now these have received their punishment we sup- 
pose, that we may enjoy peace for time to come, and that 
Asia may be at rest from war. We therefore make that 
peace, which God hath given us, common to our confederates 
also, insomuch;i that the body of Asia is now recovered out 
of that distemper it was under by the means of our victory. 
I therefore, bearing in mind both thee, and your nation, shall 
take care of what may be for your advantage. I have pIso 
sent epistles in writmg to the several cities, that if any per<^ 
sons, whether free-men, or bond-men, have been sold under 
the spear by Calus Cassius, or his subordinate officers,* they 
may b$ set free. Ahd I will that you kindly make use of the 
favours which I and Dolabeila have granted you. I also for- 
bid the Tyrians to use any violence with you; and for what 
places of the Jews they now possess, I order them to restore 
ihem. I have withal accepted of the crown which thoii 
sentest me. 

4. ^^ Marcus Antonius, ]mperator,to the magistrates, senate^ 
and people of Tyre, sendeth greeting : the ambassadors of 
Hyr^anus^the high-priest and ethnarch [of the Jews,] appear- 
ed before me at Ephesus, and told me that you ai^ in po^sei- 
sion of part of their country, which you entered upbn3mder 

. Sinee, therefore, we 
niifg the goveriiraent, and 
able.to piety and justi<!re^ 
e that had heithar any re- 
i received, nor hav^kepf 
:e with those thaf ar6 our 
haye taken by tUi» means 
ned your own, t)ut be re- 
them; for none of theni 
by the gift ophe senate. 
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bat thcff aciaed tbem by Ibrce^ and bestowed them by violciice 
upon such as became use^ to them in thdr nBf ust preceed- 
iags. Since, therefore, those men Jba^e reodv^ the pandsh- 
ment dne to them, we dtetre tbatoor cotffedetiftes. majr retain 
whatsoever it was that tliey formerly possessed wilhoiilKtti- 
turbance, and that you restore A the places which bdonged 
to Hyrcanus the ethnarch of the Jews, which y«u hare ^td, 
though it were but one day before Cai«s Camivs begm' an 
unjustifiable war against us^nd entered onr province : nor do 
yon use any foice against him^ in order to weaken l^p, that 
he may not be able to dispose of thafwhich is his own, hot if 
yoB have any contests with him about your respective rights, 
It shall be lawful for you to plead yonr cause when we come 
upon the places concerned, for we iliatt aUse preserve the 
righu, ami liear all the causes of our confederates 

6. ^ Marcus Antonio^, impervtor, to the magistrates, senate, 
and people of Tyre, sendeth greei* 
decree, of which I will that ye tafc 
on the pnbhc tables in Roman and 
stand engraven in the most iUttatri< 
read by all. Marcus Antomns,imp 
rate over the public affairs, made tm 
Cassius, in this revolt he hath mad 
vince which belonged not to Inm, a 
there encamped, idifle they Were oi 
spoiled that nadon ef the Jews that 
Roman people as in war; and sin 
madiiess by arms, we now correct b 

determinations what he hath hud waste, that those things may 
be restored to our confeder%^. And 3s for what ha& been 
sold of the Jewisl} possessions, whether they be bodies or 
possessions, let them be released, the bodies Ihto that i^te of 
freedom they were origuially in, and the possessions to their 
former owners. 1 also will, that he who shalk'aot comply 
iMoL thi^d^ree of mine, shall be punished for Ins disobeii- 
a\ce I " and if such an tme be caught, I will take care thai the 
offenders • sufier^ eondi^ punishment." 

6. The^same thing *did Antony- write to the Sidonians,^md 
the Antiochians,andthe Arcadians. We h^ve produced these 
decrees, there/bre,'as marks of futmity of the truth of what 
Ve have said, that thellohians had a great concern about" our 
nation. 
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CHAP- xm. 

How jintonvtnpde Herod and Phasaelus tetrarchs. after 
th^ had been accused to no purpose; and how the rarthi* 
ansy when they brought Antigonus into Judea^ took Hyr^ 
canus and Fhasaelus captives. Herod's flight ; and what 
afflictions Hyrcanus unff Fhasaehis endured* ^ 

§ 1. Wben after this^ Antony came into Syria, Cleopatra 
met him in Cicilia, and brought him to faAl in love with her/ 
And there came now also an hundred of the most potent of 
the Jews, to accuse Herod, and those about him, and set die 
men of the greatest eloquence amoiig them* to speak. But 
Messala contradicted them on tbehalf of the young men, and- 
all this in the presence of Hyrcanus, who was *Herod^8, fa^ 
ther-in-law already. Whan Antony had^ heard both sides at 
Daphne, he asked Hyrcanus who they' were that governed 
the nation best?. He replied, Herod and his, friends. Here- 
upon Antony, by reason of the ofd hospitable friendship he 
bad made with his father £Antipater/| at that time when he. 
was with Gabinius, h^ made both Herod and Phasaelus te- 
trarchs, and committed the public affairs of the Jews to them, 
and wrote letters to that purpose. He also bound fifteen of 
their adversaries, and was going to kill them, but that Herod 
obtained their pardon. 

2. Yet did not these men continue quiet when they were 
come back, but a thousand of the Jews came to Tyre to meet 
him there, whither the repoi:t was that he should come. But 
Antony was corrupted by the money which Herod and his bro- 
ther had given him, and so he gave order to the governor of 
the^fece to punish the Jewish ambassadors, who were for 
making innovations, and to settle the government upon Herod: 
but Herod went out. hastily to tljem, and Hyrcanus was with 
hini (for they stood upon the shore before the city,) and he 
charged them to go their ways, because great mischief would 
befall them if they went on with their accusation. But they 
did not acquiesce : whereupon the Romans ran upon them 
with their daggers, and slew some, and wounded more of 
them, and the rest fled away, and went home, and lay still in 
great consternation : and when the people made a clamour 

* We may here take notice, that espousals aloiie were of old esteemed 
a sufficient fouudatioD for (^ffinUVf Hyrcanus being here called /oiAer-tn 
law to Herod) became his graoa daughter Mariamne was betrothed to 
Uiro» although the marihgB were not completed till four years afterward/ 
afe« Matt. i. 16. 
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against Herod, Antony vks so provoked at it that he slew the 
prison.ers. , 

3. Now, in the second yeW) Pacorus, theldng of Party's 
8on,aiid*9arzapharnes^acommtinderof tl^^Tarthians^ pos- 
sessed themselves gf "Syria, Ptolemy, the son of Menn^, 
also was «oW dead, and Lysanias his son took his^v^m- 
inen^. and made a league of friendship with Antigonus, the 
S|09 qf ^ristobulus^.and in pider to obtain it, made use c^ that 
commander who had great interest in him,. Now Antigo- 
nns had promised to give the Parthians a thousand talents, and 
five himdred w^men^ upon condition that they would take die 
government away from Hyrcanus. and bgstow itilpon him, 
end withal kill Ilerod. And although he did not gi¥« them 
tfhat fie had promised, yet did.the Parthians make an expedi- 
tion-into Judea on that account, and carried AntigOnus with 
them. Pacorus went alowg the maiitirae parts, but the com- 
mander Barzapharnes, through the midland* Now the Ty- 
rians excluded Pacorus j but the Sidonians, and those of 
Ptolemais received him. however, Pacorus sent a troop of 
horsemen into Judea, to take a view of th« state of the coun- 
try, and to assist Antigonus ;- and sent also the kill's butler, 
of the same name with himself. So when the Jewl that dwelt 
about ihount Carmel /;ame to Antigonus, and were ready to 
m^ch with him into Judea, Antigonus hoped to geA some part 
of the country by their assists^ce. The place is called Pry- 
mi ; and wh^n some others came, and met them, the^tnen pri- 
vately fell upon Jerusalem; ai)d when some more were come 
to them, they got together in greal numbers, and catne ag^nst 
the king's ^palace, and besieged it. But as ^hasaelus'^ and 
Herod's party came to tlie other's assistance, and a battle 
happened between them istthe markets-place, the. young men 
beat jjieir enemi^, and pursued them into the t^nple, and 
sent some arn^d meh into Jlv^ ac^ining houses to keep th^m 
in, who yet being destitute of such as should support them, 
were burnt, and the houses with them, by the people who rose 
up against them. But Herod was avenged ttf these seditious 
adversaries of his a little afterward fpt this injury they had 
offered him^ when he fought with them, and slew a great nun^ 
berofthem. 

4., But while there were daily skirmishes, the enepay wait- 
ed for the coming of the multitude out of the country to Pen- 
tecost, a feast of ours so called: and when that day was come, 
many ten thousands of the people were ^thered together 
about the temple, some in armour, and some without. Now 
those that came, guarded both the temple and the ciQr, except- 
ing what belonged to the ps^ace, which Herod guarded with 
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a few of his soldiers^ and Phasaeius had the charge of the 
wall, while Herod, with a body of his men, sallied out upon the 
enemy, who lay in the suburbs, and fought courageously, and 
put many ten thousands to flight, some flying into the city, 
and^ some into the temple, and some into the outer fortifica- 
tions, for some such fortifications there werein that place. Pha- 
saeius came also to his assistance; yet was Pacorus, the ge- 
neral of the Parthians, at the desire of Antigonus, admitted 
into the' city, with a few of his horsemen, under pretence in- 
deed as if he would still the sedition, but in reality to assist 
AntigoAus in obtaining the government. And when Phasae- 
ius met him, and received him kindly, Pacorus persuaded him 
to go himself as ambassador to Barzapharnes, which was done 
fraudulently. Accordingly, Phasaeius, suspecting no harm, 
complied with his proposal, while Herod did not give his con- 
sent to what was done, because of the perfidiousness of these 
Barbarians, but desired Phasaeius rather to fight those that 
were come into the city. 

5. So both Hyrcanus and Phasaeius went on the embas- 
sage: but Pacorus left with Herod two hundred horsemen, 
and ten men, who were called The freemen; and conducted 
the others on their journey; and when they Were in Galilee, 
the governors of their cities there met them in their arms. 
Barzapharnes also received ' them at the first with cheerful- 
ness, and made them presents, though he afterward conspired 
against them; and Pha^elus, with hi^ horsemen, were con- 
ducted to the sea-side: but when they heard that Antigonus 
had promised to give the Parthians a thousand talents, and 
five hundred wom^n, to assist him against them, they soon 
bad a suspicTbn of the Barbarians. Moreover, there was one 
who informed them that snares were laid for them by night, 
while a guard came about them secretly, and they had then 
been seized, upon, had not tliey waked for the seizure of 
Herod by the Parthians, that were about Jerusalem, lest, 
upon the slaughter of Hyrcanus and Phasaeius, he should 
have an intimation of it, and escape out of their hands. And 
. these were the circumstances they were now in ; and they 
saw who they were that guarded them. Some persons in- 
deed would have persuaded Phasaeius to fly away immediate- 
ly on horseback, and not stay any longer: and d^ere was one 
Ophellius, who, above all the rest, was earnest with him to 
do so, for he had heard of the treachery from Saramalla, the 
richest of all the Syrians at that time, who also promised to 
provide him ships to carry him ofi*: for the sea was just by 
them: but he had no mind to desert Hyrcanus, nor bring his 
brothi^ into danger; but he went to Barzapharnes, and told 
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him, he did not act justly wben he made such a contrivance 
against them^ for that if he wanted money, he would give him 
more than Antigonus : and besides, that it was an horrible 
thing to slay those that came to him upcm the security of their 
oadis, and that when they had done them no injury, ^ut 
the Barbarian swore to him, that (here was no truth in any of 
his suspicions, but that he was troubled with nothing but 
false proposals, and then went away to Pacorus. 

6. But as soon as he was gone away, some men came and 
bound Hyrcanus and Phasaelus, while Phasaelus greatly re- 
proached the Parthians for their perjury. However, that 
butler who was sent against Herod had it in command to get 
him without the walls of the city, and seize upon him ; but 
messengers had been sent by Phasaelus to inform Herod 
of the perfidiousness of the Parthians : and when he knew 
that the enemy had seized upon them, he went to Pacorus, 
and to the most potent of the Parthians, as to the lords of 
the rest, who, although they knew the whole matter, dis- 
sembled with him in a decettftil way; and said, that ^^he 
ought to go out with them before the walls, and meet those 
which were bringing him his letters, for that they were not 
taken by his adversaries, but were coming to give him aa 
account of the good success Phasaelus had had.'^ Herod ctid 
not give credit to what they said; for he had heard that his 
brother was seized upon by others also : and the daughter of 
Hyrcanus, who^ daughter he had espoused, was his monitor 
also, [not to credit them,} which made him still more suspi- 
cious of the Parthians, for although other people did not give 
heed to her, yet did he believe her as a woman of very great 
wisdom. ■ * * 

7. Now while the Parthians were in consultd,'tlon what was 
fit to be done; for they did not think it proper to make an 
open attempt upon a person of his character ; an^ white they 
put off the determination to the next day, Herod was under 
great disturbance of mind, and rather inclining to belicpve the 
reports he heard about his brother and the Parthians, .than 
to give heed to what was said on the other side, he determin- 
ed that when the evening came on, he would make use of it 
for his flight, and not make any longer delay, as if the dangers 
iVom the enemy were not yet certain. He therefore remov- 
ed^ with the armed men whom he had with him; and set hi3* 
wives upon the beasts, as also his mother, and sister, and her 
whom he was about to marry, [Mariamne,] the daughter of 
Alexander, the son of Aristobulus^ with her mother, the 
daughter of Hyrcanus, and his youngest brother, and all their 
$ipr vaots, and the rest of the i^uUitud^ that was with him, and^ 
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without the enexmes' privity, pvrsneil bis way to> Unmea; 
iKMC could aoy ^nemy of his, who then mw bim ia this case^ 
be so hard hearted, but would have commserated hk for- 
tune, while the women drew along their jQ&nt cbilcke^aad 
left Uieir own country, and their fri^Kls in prison, wkh tears 
in theur eyes, and sad lamentations, aad in expectation of no^ 
thing but what was of a melancholy nature. 

S. But for Herod, himself, he raised his mind above the mi- 
serable state he was in, and was of good course in tlie midst 
of his misfortunes; and^as be passed along^ he bid them 
every one ta be of good cheer, and not to give themselves 
w to sorrow^ because that would hinder them in their flight, 
which was now the only hope of safety that they had. Ac^ 
cordingly, they tried to bear with patience the calamity they 
were under, as he exhorted them to do; yet was he once al- 
most going to kill himself, upon the overthrow of a waggon, 
and the danger his mother was then in of being killed, and 
this on two accounts, because of his great concern for her, 
and because he was afraid lest, by his delay, the enemy 
should overtake him in the pursuit ; but as he was drawii^ 
hkk sword, and going to kill himself therewith, those that were 
present restrained him, and being so many in number, were 
too h^d for him, and told him, that he ought not to desert , 
them^ and leave them a prey to their enemies, for that ijt 
was not the part of a brave man to free himself from the dis^ 
tresses he was in, and to overlook his friends that were in 
the same distresses also. So he was compelled to let that 
horrid attem]^t alone, partly out of shame at what tifiey said 
to Um, and partly out of regard to the great number of those 
tliat would not permit him to do what he intended. So he 
encouraged his mother and took all the care of her the time 
wouIH afiow, and proceeded on the way he proposed to go 
with the utmost haste, and that was to the fortress of JVfassa- 
da. And as he had m^ny slurmishes with such of the Par- 
thians as attacked hiin^^nd pursued him, he was conqueror 
^ thenkall. 

9* Nor indeed was he freed from the Jews all along as he 
was inliis flight; for by that time he was gotten sixty fur- 
longs out of the city, and was upon the road, they fell upon 
bim, and fought Impd to hand with him, whom he also pUt to 
flight, and overcame, uot like one that was in distress, and in 
necessity, but like one that was excellently prepared for war, 
* and had what he wanted in great plenty. And in this very 
plaice, where he now overcame the Jews, it was that he some 
time afterwaij^ built a most excellent palace, and a city round 
a^out i^ arid called it Herodium^ And when he was come 
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to Idomea, at a place called Thressa, his brother Joseph met 
iiim, and he then held a council to take advice about all his 
affairs, and what was fit to be done in his circumstances, since 
he had a great muldtude that followed him, besides his mer- 
cenary soldiers, and the i^lace Massada, whither he proposed 
to fly, was too small to contain so great a multitude ; so he 
sent away the greater part of his company, being above nine 
thousand, and bid them go, some one way, and some another, 
and to save themselves in Idumea, and gave them what would 
buy them provisions in their journey; but he took with him 
those that were least encumbered, and were most intimate 
with him, and came to the fortress, and placed there his 
wives, and his followers, being eight hundred in number, 
there being in the place a sufficient quantity of com, and 
water, and other necessaries, and went directly for Petra, in 
Arabia. But when it was day, the Parthians plundered all 
Jerusalem, and the palace, and abstained from nothing but 
Hyrcanus's money, which was three hundred talents. A 
great deal of Herod's money escaped^ and principally all that 
the man had been so provident as to send into Idumea be^ 
forehand; nor indeed did what was in the city s'ufiice tRe 
Parthians, but they went out into the country, and plimdered 
it, and demoHshed ^he city Marissd. 

10. And thus was Antigonus brought back unto Judea by 
the king of the Parthians, and received Hyreanus and Pha- 
saelus for his prisoners ; but he was greatly cast down be* 
cause the women had escaped, whom he intended to have 
given the enemy, as having promised they should Itave*them, 
with the money, for their reward ; but being afraid that B^r« 
canus, who was under the guard of the Parthians, hiight have 
his kingdom restored to him by the multitude, he cut oP* his 
ears, and thereby took care that the high-priesthood should 
never come to him any more, because he was maimed, while 
the *law required that this dignity sl]guld belong tp none but 
such as had all their members entir?^ But now one cannot 
here but admire the fortitude of Phasaelus, who, perceiving 
that he was to be put to death, did not think deatluany 1^- 
rible thing at all, but to die thus by the means of his eneift^ 
this he thought a most pitiable and dishonourable thing, an3 
therefore, since he had not his hands at lib^y, but th^ bonds 
he was in prevented him from killiiig himsdf tfiei-eby, he 
dashed his head against a great stone, and thereby took a^i^ ^ 
bb own life, which he thou^t to be the best thing he could ' 

* This law of Moies, that the priests were to be ivUIiMikmU^ a84o < 
all parti of their bodies, Is in Levit. xxi. 17—24. . . 
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do in such a distress as he was io, and thereby put it out of 
the power of the enemy to bring him to any death he pleas- 
ed* It is also reported that when he had made a great wound 
in his head, Antigonus sent physicians to him, in order to 
cure it, and by ordering them to infuse poison into the wound, 
killed him. However, Phasaelus hearing before he was 
quite dead, by a certain woman, that his brother H^rod had 
escaped the enemy, underwent his death cheerfully, since he 
now left behind him one who would revenge his death, and 
who was able to inflict punishment on his enemies. 

CHAP. XIV, 

How Herod got axoay from the king of Arabia^ and made 

haste to go into Egypt ^ and thence went in haste aUo to 

' Rome;, and how, by promising a great deal of money to 

Antony y he obtained of the senate, and of Ccesar, to be 

' made king of the Jews. 

%l. As for Herod, the great miseries he was in did not 
discourage him, but made him sharp in discovering surpris- 
ing undertakings ; for he went to Malchqs, king of Arabia^ 
" whom he had formerly been very kind to, in order to receive 
somewhat by way of requital, now he was in more than or- 
dinary want of it, and desired he would let him have some 
money, either by way of loan, or as his free gift| on account 

for not 
I haste to 
rilling to 
^mption. 
iras but a 
1, that he 
ney: but 
ly whom 
ad laid a 
as only a 
)e obliged 
as farther 
lians, that 
»Mv.^ .M.g..« ^»w«.% W.U va TTu«t, ouxua u«wj MM«« •«i\/«^mved ffom 
This fath€^ :^ntipater,jand whid .be had committed to their 
hdelity. He made answer, that he did not intend to be 
troublesome to them by his coming thither, but that he de- 
sired only to discqurse i>(rith them about certain affairs that 
yrete tp him of the greatest importance. 
%. Hereupon he resolved to go away^ and did go very pru- 
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dently the road to Eg3rpt5 and tben it was that he lodged irtja 
certain temple, for he had left a great many of his followers 
tiiere. On the next day he came to Rhmocolura, and theire 
it was that he heard what was befallen his brother. Though 
Malchus soon repented of what he had done^ and came run- 
ning, after Heroc^ but with no manner of success,^r iie was 
gotten a xery great way off, and made haste into the road to' Pe^ 
lusium: apd when the stationary ships that lay there hindered* 
htm from sailing to Ales^ndria, he went to their captains, by 
whose assistance, and that out of much reverence of,' and great 
regard to him, he was conducted i^to the city [Aleitandria J 
and was retained there by Cleopatra 5 yet was she not able 
to prevail with him to stay there, because he was making 
haste to Rome, even though the weather was stormy, and he 
was informed that the affairs of Italy were very tomultaous, 
and in great disorder. 

3. So he set sail from thence for Pamphylia, and ftilli|)ginto 
a violent storm, he had much ado to escape to Rhodes, with 
the loss of the ships hurden; and there it Was that t^ of 
his friends, Seppinas and Ptolemeus met with liiin : and as he 
found that city very much damaged in the war against Cas- 
sius, though he were in necessity himself, he neglected not to 
do it a kindness, hut did what he could to. re5>ver it tolts 
former state. He also built there a three decked ^ip> and set 
sail thsnce, with his friends, for Italy, and zame to the port of 
BrundusiuraK and when he was come ftom thence to Rome, 
he first related to Antony Vhat had i)efdlen him In f^ea^u^d 
how Phasaelo^ bid brother, wns s^iaed on by>the nrAaaas, 
and put to death by them, and how Hyr<^tfn& was Setakied 
captive by them^ and how they bad jnade An^^onos kii^, 
who had promised them.a sumof m<mi^, hs^less ifyui al ihtm" 
sand talents, with fiv^ imndred wqixImi, wkp w«i^tir.b9 of 
the principaJ families, and of Ike Jewish stocky jOi^ That Tae 
had carried off the women by night, and that, by undergoing 
a great many hard$hi|^, he }^d escaped iIm hands of-Jris ene- 
mies ; as also that his own relatioos were in danger m^ being 
b^ieged and taken, and that he had sailed tbreiugh a st^m, 
and contemned all die.terrihle detngers of itj, iq order to ooA«| 
as soon as possible, to him, who w^ bis hope*and only suc- 
cour at this time. ' .^^ ^■' 

4. This account made Antony commiserate *the change 

— — — : _ • • ■ ' ■ ■ ' w ' ' 

* Concerning the chronology of Herod, irtid the trine wben be was 
first made king at Rome, atid concerning the time when be began his 
second reign,, without a rival, upon the conqueftt and slaughter of Airti* 
gonus, both principally derived from* this and the two nejrt chapters in 
Josapfaos, see the note on § 0, and chap. xv. § 10. 
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that had happened in Herod's condition ^ and reasoning with 
himself, that this was a common case among those that are 
placed in such great dignities, and that they are liable to the 
mutations that come from fortune, he was very ready to 
give him the assistance he desired, and this because he called 
to mind the friendship he had had with Antipater, because 
Herod offered him money to make him king as be had for- 
merly given it him to make him tetrarch, and chiefly because 
of his hatred to Antigonus, for he took him to be a seditious 
person, and an enemy to the Romans. C^sar was also the 
forwarder to raise Herod's dignity, and to give him his assist- 
ance in what he desired, on account of the toils of war which 
lie had himself undergone with Antipater his father in Egypt^ 
and of the hospitality he had treated him withal, and the kind- 
ness he had always showed him, as also to gratify Antony, 
who was very zealous for Herod. So a senate was convocat- 
ed'y and Messala first, and then Atratinus introduced Herod 
into it, and enlarged upon the benefits they had received from 
.his father, and put them in mind of the good-will he had 
borne the Romans. At the same time they accused Antigo- 
nus, and declared him an enemy, notonly because of his for- 
jner opposition to them, but that he had now overlooked the 
Romans, and taken the government from the Parthians. Upon 
thiSi the senate was irritated 5 and Antony informed them far- 
ther, that it was for their advantage in the Parthian war that 
Herod should be king. This seemed good to all the sena* 
tors; and so they made a decree accordingly. 

5. And this was the principal instance of Antony's ajOTectioa. 
for Herod, that he not only procured him a kingdom which he 
did not expect, (for he did not come with an intention to ask 
the kingdom for himself, which he did not suppose the Romans 
would grant him, who used to bestow it on some of the royal 
family, but intended to desire it for his wife's brother, who was 
grandson by his father to Arlstbbulus, and to Hjrrcanus by his 
mother,) but that he procured it for hipi so suddenly that he 
obtained what he did not expect, and departed out of Italy in 
so few days as seven in all. Tliis young roan [the grandson] 
Herod afterward took care to have slain, as we shall show in 
its proper place. But when the senate was dissolved, Anto^ 
ny and Caesar went out of the senate-house, With Herod be- 
tween them, in order to offer sacrifices, and to lay up their 
decrees in the capitol. Antony also feasted Herod the first 
day of his reign. And thus did this man receive the kingdom^ 
having obtauied it on the hundred and eighty-fourth Olympiad, 
when Caius Domitius Calvinus was consul the second time^ 
and Cains Asinius Ppllioi [the first time«] 
VOL in. Q 
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6. All diis vhilei Antigonos besieged those tlntt were in 
Massada, who had plenty of all other oecessaries, bat were 
only in *want of water, insomudi, that, on this occasion, Jq- 
sephus, Herod's brother, was contriving to run away frott i^ 
with two hundred of his dependants, to the Arabians; for he 
bad heard that Malchus repented of the offences he hkd been 
guilty of with regard to Herod; but God, by sending rain in 
Uie night-time, prevented his going away, for their cisterns 
were thereby filled, and he was under no necessity of run- 
ning away on ih9t account; but they were now of good cour- 
age, and Uie more so, because the sending that plenty of wa- 
ter which they had been in want of, seemed a mark of divine 
providence; so they made a sally, and fought hand to hand 
with Antigonus's 'soldiers, with some c^nly, with some pri- 
vately, and destroyed a great number of them. At the same 
time, Yentidius, the general of the Romans, was sent out of 
Syria, to drive the Pardiiaus out of it, and marched after 
them into Judea, in pretence indeed to Succour Joseph, but 
in reality the whole affair was no more thin a stratagem, in 
order to get money of Antigonus : so they pitched their 
camp very near to Jerusalem, and wiped Antigonus of a great 
deal of money, and then he retired himself with the greater 
part of the army : but that the wickedness he had been guilty 
of might not be found out, he left Slip there, with a certain 
part of hh soldiers, with whom also Antigonus cultivated ah 
acquaintance, that he might cause him no disturbance, and 
was still in hopes that the Parthians wodld not come again 
and defend him. 



CHAP. XV. 

How Herod sailed oujt of Italy to Judea', and fought 4Dith Anr 
tigonus; and what other things happened in Jndea about 
that time. 

^ I. Bt this time, Herod had bailed out of Italy to Ptole- 
mais, and had gotten together no small army, both of strangers 
and of his own countrymen, and marched through by:Gralllee 
against Antigonus. Silo also, and Yentidius, came and assisted 
him, being persuaded by Dellias, who was sent by Antony to 
assist in bringing back Herod. Now for Yentidius, he was 
employed in composuig the disturbances that had been made 

in the c ities by means of Ae Parthians; and for Silo, he was 

— ~— ^— " ■ - 

* This grievous waot of water at Missada^ till the place had like to 

nave beeo taken by the Parthians, mentioned both here, and of the War» 

». 1. ch. XV. $ 1. vol. V. is aip indication that It was now snmmer time* 
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in Judea indeed^ but conrupted by Antigonus. However, at 
H«rod went along, hb armj increased every day, and aU 
Galilee, with some smaU exception, joined him : but as he 
was. mafiching to those that were in Massada, for h% was 
obliged to endeavour to save those that were in that fortress, 
now they were besieged, because they were his relations, 
Joppa was an hindrance to him^ for it was necessary for him 
to take that place first, it being a city at variance with him, 
that no strong hold might be left in his enemies' hands behind 
him, when he should go to Jerusalem : and when Silo made 
this a pretence for rising up from Jerusalem, and was there* 
upon pursued by the Jews, Herod fell upon them with a small 
body, of men, and both put the Jews to flight, and saved Silo, 
when he was very poorly able to defend himself; but when 
Herod bad taken Joppa^ he made haste to set free thoso of 
his family that were in Massada. Now of tbe people of the 
country, some joined him because of the friendship they had 
had with his father, and some because of the splendid appear- 
ance he made, and others by way of requital for the benefits 
they had received from both of them, but the greatest num- 
ber came to him in hopes of getting somewhat from him after- 
ward, if he were once firmly settled in the kingdom. 

2. Herod had now a strong army; and ds he marched on, 
Antigonus laid snares and ambushes in the passes and places 
most proper for them, but in truth he thereby did little or no 
damage to the enemy : so Herod received those of his family 
out of Massada, and the fortress Ressa, and then went on for 
Jerusalem. The soldiery also that was with Silo accompa^ 
nied him all along, as did many of the citiaens, being afraid of 
his power ; and as soon as he had pitched his camp on the 
west side of the city, the soldiers that were set to guard that 
part shot their arrows, and threw their darts at. him; and 
when some sallied out in a crowd, and came to fight hand to 
hand with the first ranks of Herod's army, he gave orders, 
that they should, in the first place, make proclamation about 
the wall, that ^^he came for the good of the people, and for 
the preservation of the city, and not to bear any old grudge 
at even his most open enemies, but ready to forget the of- 
fences which his greatest adversaries had done him/' But An- 
tigonus, by way of reply to what Herod had caused to be pro- 
claimed, and this before the Romans, and before Silo also, 
said, that "they would not do justly, if they gave the king- 
dom ta llerod, who was no more than a private man, and an 

Idiimean, •'. e. *^an half Jew, whereas they ought to bestow it 

_ ,. II. - 

* This aflSrmatlbiiof Antigonos's, spoken in the days of Herod, and in 
a manner to bis (ace, that he was an Idvmerni, i. e. anhatfJeWt seems to 

\ 
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oa one of the royal famUy, as their custotai was; iot^ that ia 
case they at present bear any ill-will to bim^ and had resolv- 
ed to deprive him of the kingdom, as having received it from 
the Parthians, vet were there many others of his family that 
might by dieir law take it, and these such as had no way of- 
fended the Romans, and being of the sacerdotd family, it 
would be an unworthy thing t<y put them by." Now, while 
they said thus one to another, and fell to reproaching one an- 
other on both sides, Antigonus permitted his own men that 
were upon the wall, to defend themselves, who, using theur 
bows, and showing great alacrity against their enemies, easily 
drove them away from the towers. 

3. And now it was that Silo discovered that he had taken 
bribes : fpr he set a good number of his soldiers to complain 
aloud of the want of provisions they were in, and to require 
money to buy them food, and that it was fit to l^t them go 
into places proper for winter quarters, since the places near 
the city were a desert, by reason that Antigonus's soldiers 
had carried all away ; so he set the army upon removing, and 
endeavoured to march away : but Herod pressed Silo not to 
depart; and exhorted Silo's captains and soldiers not to de- 
sert him, when Caesar and Antony, and the senate, had sent 
him thil;her, for that he would provide them plenty of all the 
things they wanted, and easily procure them a great abundance 
of what they required; after which entreaty, he immediately 
went out into the country, and left not the least pretence to 
Silo for his departure, for he brought an unexpected quanti- 
ty of provisions, and sent to those friends of his who inhabit- 
ed about Samaria, to bring down corn, and wine, and oil, and 
cattle, and all other provisions, to Jericho, that there might 
be no want of a supply for the soldiers for the time to come. 
Antigonus was sensible of this, and sent presently over the 
country such as might restrain and lie in ambush for those 
that went out for provisions. So these men obeyed the or- 
ders of Antigonus, and got together a great number of armed 
men about Jericho, and sat upon the mountains, and watched 
those that brought the provisions. However, Herod was not 
idle in the mean time, for he took ten bands of soldiers, of 
whom five were of tl\gi Romans, and ^ye of the Jews, with 

me of much grnater authority than that pretence of his favourite and 
flatterer^ Nicolaus of Damascus) that be derived his pedigree from 
Jews as far backward as the Babylonish captivity, cb. i. § 3. Accord* 
ingly, Josephas always esteems him an fdumeauahough he says bis fa« 
ther Antipater was pf the^same people With the Jews, ch. viil. § 1. and 
by birth a Jew, Antiq. B. zit, ch. viii. §7) as indeed all such proselytes 
of justice as the Idomeans were in time esteemed the very same people 
with the Jews. 
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some meraenaries among them, and with some few hoise- 
mmi, and came to Jericho ^ aiid as they foimd the city de- 
serted, but that five hundred had settled themselves on the 
tops of the kills, with their wives and children, those he took 
and sent av^ay ; hut the Romans fell upon the city, and plun- 
dered it, and found the houses full of all sorts of good things. 
So the king left a garrisoi> at Jericho, and came back again, 
and sent the Roman army to take their winter quarters in 
the countries that w^re come over to him, Judea, and Gali- 
lee, and Samaria. And so much did Antigonus gain of *$ilO| 
for the bribes he gave him,* that part of the army should be 
quartered at Lydda, in order to please Antony. So the Ro- 
mans laid their weapons asi4e,and lived in plenty of all things. 
4. But Herod was not^ pleased with lying still, but sent 
ou^ his brother Josephus against Idumea with two thousand 
armed footmen, and four hundred horsemen, while he him- 
self came Ui SamaHa, and left his mother and his other rela^ 
tjons there, for they we^e. already gone out of Massada, and 
went into Galilee to take certain plaoes which were held by 
the garrisons of Antigonus, and he passed <m to Sepphoris, 
as God sent a snow, while Antigonus's garrisons withdrew 
themselves^ «and had great plenty of provisions. He also 
went thence) and r<&olved to destroy those robbers that dwelt 
in the caves, and did much mischief in the country; so he 
sent a troop of horsemen, and three companies of armed 
footmen against ^m. They were very near to a village 
iMedArekla; and, on the fortieth day after, became himself, 
with his whole army ; and as the enemy sallied out boldly 
upon him, the left wing of his army gave way, but he appear- 
ing with a body of men, put those to flight who were already 
conquerors, and recalled hi» men tha( ran away. He also 
pressed upon his enemies, and pursued them as far as the 
river Jordan, though they ran away by difierent roads. So 
he brought over to him all Galileej excepting those that dwelt 
in the caves, and dbtributed money to every 'one of his sol- 
diers, giving' them an hundred and fifty^drachmse a-piece, 
and much more to their captains, and sent them into winter 
quarters : at which time Silo came to him, and his comman- 
ders mth him, because Antigonus would not give them pro- 
visions any longer, for he supplied them ibr no more than 
one month ; nay, he had sent to all the country about, and 
ordered them to carry ofi* the provisions that were there, and 
retire to the mountains,, that the Romans might have no pro- 
visions to live upon, and so might perbh by famine: but He- 
rod committed the care of that n^atter to Pheroras, his young- 
est brother, and ordered h'mi to repair Alexandrium also. 

Q 2 
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Accordingly, he quickly made the sddif^ aboudi with great 
plenty of provisions, and rebuilt Alexandrium, which had 
been before desolate. 

5. AboQtthis time it was, that Antony continued tome time 
at Athens, and that Ventidius, who was nowm Syria, seat 
for Silo, and commanded him to assist Herod in the first place 
to finish the present war, and then to send for their confede- 
rates, for the war they were themselves engaged in; but as 
for Herod, he went m haste against the robbers that wiere in 
the caves, and sent Silo away to Ventidius, whikrhe marched 
against them. These caves were in mountains that were ex- 
ceeding abrupt; and in their middle were no other than pre- 
cipices, with certain entrances iiUo the caves, and those caves 
were encompassed with sharp rocks, and in these did the 
robbers lie concealed^ with all their families about them; 
but the kmg caused certain chests to be made in order to de- 
stroy them, and to be hung down, bound aboq^ with iron 
chains, by an asgine from the top of the mountain, it being 
not possible to get up to them, by reason of the sharp ascent 
of the mountains, nor to creep down to them from above. 
Now these chests were filled with armed men, who bad long 
liooks in their hands, by which they mishit puU out such as 
resisted them, and then tumble them do^^, and<kill them by 
so doing; but the letting the chests down proved to be a 
matter of great danger, because of the vast depth they were 
to be let down, although they had their provisions in the 
chests themselves : but when the chests were 1^ down, and 
not one of diose in the mouth of the caves durst come near 
them, but lay still out of fear, some of the amied men g^rt on 
their armour, and by both their hands took hold of the chain 
by which the chests were let down, and went into the mouths 
of the caves, because they fretted that sueh delay was made 
by the robbers not daring to come out of the caves ; and 
when they were, at anj of those months, they first killed 
maay of those that were in the mouths with their darts, and 
afterward pulled those tt> them that resisted them with their 
hooks, and tumbled them down the precipices, and afterwards 
went into the caves and killed many more, and then went into 
their chests again, and lay still there; biit upon this, terror 
seized the rest, when they heard the lam^tations that wer^ 
made, and they despaired of escaping : however, when the 
night came on, that put an ^d to the whole work; and as 
the king proclaimed pardon by an herald to such as deliver- 
ed themselves up to him; many accepted of the offer. The 
same method of assault was made use of the next day; and 
they went farther, and got out in basjcets to fight theni; and 
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ibugfat tkem at their doors, and sent fire among them, and^et 
their caves on fire, for there was a great deal of combustible 
matter within ^em. Now there was one old man who was 
caught within one of these caves, with seven children and a 
wife; these prayed thein- to give them leave to go out, and 
yield themselves up to the enemy, but he stood at the cave's 
mouth, and always slew that child of his who went out, till 
he had destroyed them every one, and after that he slew his 
wife, and cast their dead bodies down the precipice, and him- 
jself after them, and so underwent death rather than slavery; 
but before he did this, he greatly reproached Herod with the 
meanness of his family, although he was then king; Herod 
also saw what he was .doing, and stretched out his hand, and 
ofiered him all manner of security for his life, by which 
means all these caves were at length subdued entirely. 

6. And when the king had set Ptolemy over these parts 
.of the country as his general, he went to Samaria, with six 
hundred horsemen, and three thousand armed footmen, as in* 
tending to fight Antigonus. But still this command of the ar* 
my did not succeed well with Ptolemy, but those, that had 
been troublesome to Galilee before, attacked him, and Slew 
him; and when they had done this, they fied among the lakes 
and places almost inaccessible, laying waste and plundering 
ji^hatsoever they could come at in those places, but Herod 
soon returned, and punished them for what they had done; 
for some of these rebels he slew, and others of them who 
had fled to the strong holds, he besieged, and both slew them^ 
and demolished their strong holds: and when he had thu^ 
put an end to their rebellion, he laid a fine upon the cities of 
an hundred talents. ' 

7. In the mean time, Pacorus was fallen in a battle, and the 
Parthians were defeated, when Ventidius sent Macherus to 
the assistance of Herod,, with two legions, and a thousand 
horsemen, while Antony encouraged him to make haste. 
But Macherus, at the instigation of Antigonus, without the 
approbation of Herod, as being corrupted by money, went 
about to take a view of his affairs ; but Antigonus, suspecting 
this intention of his coming, did not admit him into the' city, 
but kept him at a distance, with slinging stones at him, and 
plainly showed what he himself meant. But when- Mache- 
rus was sensible that Herod had given him good advice^ and 
that he had made a mistake himself, in not hearkening to that 
advice, he retired to the city Emmaus; and what Jews he 
met with he slew them, whether they were enemies, or 
iiPiends, out of the rage he was in at what hardships he had 
undergone. The Ei\g was provoked at this conduct of hi»; 
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and went to Samaria, and reserved tb go to Antony abbot ihese 
afilun, and to inform him that he stood in lio need of such 
helpers, who did him more mischief than they did lik ene- 
mies, and that he was able of hiiaself to beat Antigonuef^ bnt 
Macberus followed him, and desired that he would not go u» 
Antony, or, if he was resolved to go, that he would join his 
brother Joseph with him, and let diem fight against Aptigo- 
nus. So he was reconciled to Macberus, upon his earnest 
entreaties. Accordingly, he left Joseph there with his ar- 
my, but charged him to run no hazards, nor to quarrel with 
Macherus. 

8. But for his own part, he made haste to Antony, (who 
was then at the siege of Samosata, a place upon Euphrates,) 
with his troops, both horsemen and footmen, to be auxiliaric» 
to him: and when he-came to Ailtioch, and met there a 
great number of men gotten together that were very desir- 
ous to go to Antony, but durst not venture to go, out of 
^ fear, because the Barbarians" fell upon men'on the road, and 
slew many, so he encouraged them, and Became their ccm- 
ductor on the road. Now when they were within two daj^' 
march of Samosata, the Barbarians had latd an ambush there 
to disturb those that came to Antony, and where the woods 
made the passes narrow j as they led to the plains, there they 
laid not a few of their horsepnen, who were to life still untjj 
those passengers were gone "by into the wide place. Now 
as soon as the first ranks were gone by, (for Herod brought 
on the rear,) those that lay in ambush, who were about five 
hundred, fell upon them on the sudden, and when they had 
put the foremost to flight, the king canie riding hard, with 
the forces that were about him, and immediately drove *back 
the enemy; by which means he made the minds of his own 
men courageous, and emboldened th^m to go on, insomuch 
that those who ran away before, now returned back, aAd the 
Barbarians were slain on all sides^ The king also went on 
killing them, and recovered all the baggage, among which 
were a great number of beasts for burden, and of slaves, and 
proceeded on in his march; and whereas thei^e were a great 
number of those in the woods that attacked them, and were 
near the passage that led into the plain, he made a sally u^on 
tliese also with a strong body of men, and put them to flight, 
and slew many of them, and thereby rendered the way safe 
for those that came after ; and these, called Herod their sa- 
Vipur and protector. 

9* And wiien it was near to Samosata, Antony sent out his 
army in all their proper habiliments to meet him, in <»tier to 
pay Herod it^s respect, and because of the assistance he had 
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given tiim, for he had heard what attacks the Barbarians had 
made {upon him [m Judea*] He also was very glad to see 
him there) as having been made acquunted with the great 
actions he had per&^rmed on the. road: so he entertained 
him vety kindly, and coald not but admire his courage. An- 
tony also embraced him as soon as he saw him, and saluted 
him after a most afiectionate manner, and gave him the qpper 
hand, as having himself lately made him a king : and in a lit- 
tle time, Antiochus delivered up the fortress, and on that ac-f 
count this war was at an end; then Antony committed the 
rest to Socios, and gave him orders to assist Herod, and went 
himself to Egypt. Accordingly, Socius sent two legions be- 
fore into Judea to the assistance of Herod, and he followed 
himself with the body of the armv. 

10. Now Joseph was already slain in Judea, in the man- 
ner following : he forgot what charge his brother Herod had 
given him when he went to \ntony; and when he had pitch- 
ed his camp among the mountains, for Macherus had lent 
him &ve regiments, with these he went hastily to Jericho, 
in order to reap the corn thereto belonging; and as the Ro- 
man, regiments were but newly raised, and were unskilful in 
war, for they were in great part collected out of Syria, he 
was attacked by the enemy, and caught in those places of dif- 
ficulty, and was himself slain, as he was fighting bravely, and 
the whole army was lost, for there were six regiments slain. 
So when Antigonus had got possession of the dead bodies, he 
cut ofi" Joseph's head, although Pheroras his brother would 
have redeemed it at the price of fifty talents. After which 
defeat, the Gralileans revolted from their commanders, and 
took those of Herod's party, and drowned them in the lake, 
and a great part of Judea was become seditious ; but Mache- 
rus fortified the place Gitta, [in Samaria.] 

1 1 . At this time, messengers came to Herod, and informed 
him.. of what had been done; and when he was come to 
Daphne by Antioch, they told him of the ill fortune that had 
befallen his brother; which yet he expected, from certain 
visions that appeared to him in his dreams, wjiich clearly 
foreshowed his brother's death. So he hastened his march; 
and when he came to mount Libanus, he received about 
eight hundred of the men of that place, having already with 
him also one Roman legion, and with these he came to Ptole-^ 
mais. He also marched thence by night with his army, and 
proceeded along Galilee. Here it was that the enemy met 
him>and fought him, iM^d were beaten, and shut up in the 
same place of strength whence they had sallied out the day 
before. So he attacked the place m the morning, hut by 
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teason of a great storm that was then very violent^ he was 
able to do noUiing, but drew off his finny into the oeighhtur* 
ing villages ; yet as soon as the other legion that Antony sent 
him was come to his assistance, th«sf mat were in garrison 
in the place were afraid, ^nd deseDted it ifk the night-time. 
Then did the king march hastily to Jericho, inte!ki$Ung to 
avenge himself on the enemy for the.sUu^ter of his Bro- 
ther; and when he had pitched his tents, he made a feast 
for the principal commanders, and after this cdlation was 
over, and he had dismissed his guests, he retired to his own 
chamber: and here one ihay see what kindness Qod had for 
the king, for the upper part of the house ^H/iown, when 
nobody was in it, and so killed none, insomuch that all the 
people believed that Herod was beloved ,pf God, since he 
had escaped such a great and a surprising danger. • 

12. But the next day, six thousand of the enemy qime 
down from the tops of the mountains to fight *the Romans^ 
which greatly terrified them ^ and the soldiers that were in 
light armour came near, and pelted the knag's guards that 
were come out, with darts and stones, and one of them hit 
him on the side with a dart. Antigonus also sent a com- 
mander against Samaria, whose name was Pappaa^ with some 
forces, being desirous to show the enemy how potent he was, 
and that be had men to spare in his war with them: he sat 
down to oppose Macheras; but Herod, when he had taken 
five cities, took such as were left in them, beiqg about two 
thousand, and slew ihem, and burnt the cities themselves, 
and then returned to go against Pappas, who was encamped in 
the village called laanoB : and there ran in to him many out of 
Jericho and Judea, near to which place he wasf, and the ene<* 
my fell upon his men, «o stout were they, at this time, and 
joined battle with them, but he beat them in the fight; and in 
order to be revenged on them for the slai^hter of his brother, 
he pursued them sharply, and killed them as they rap away : 
*and as the bouses were full of armed men,- and many of them 
ran as far as the tops of the houses, he got them under his pow- 
er^ and pulled down the roofs of the houses, and saw th^ lower 
rooms full of soldiers that we^ caught, and lay all on a haap ; 
so they threw stones down upon them as.they lay piled one 

* It may be w«rth our observatioa here, that these soldiers of Herod's 
could not bmve gotten upon the tops of these houses which were fall of 
enemies, in order to poji up the upper floors and destroy them beneatb, 
but on ladders from the outside which illustrates some texts in the New 
Testament, by which it appears that men used to ascend thither by Ted- 
ders on the outside. SeeMatl. xxiv. ir. Marie xiii. 16. Luke ^ v. 19, 
xvi|.31. 
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upon another^ and thereby killed them : nor iras there a more 
frightful spectacle in all the war than this^ where beyond the- 
walls an immense multitude of de^ men lay heaped one upon 
another. This action it wa9 whkh chiefly brake the spirits 
of the enemy, who expected now what would come, for there 
appeared a mighty number of people that came from places 
far distant that were now about the village; but then ran 
away; and had it not been for the depth of winter, which 
then restrained them, the king's army had presently gone to 
Jehisalem, as being very courageous at this good success, 
and the whole work had been done immediately, for Antigo- 
nus was already lookmg about how he paight fly away, and 
leave the city. 

13. At this time the king gave order that the soldiers 
should go to supper, for it was late at night, while he went 
into a chamber to use the bath, for he was very weary : and 
here it was that he was in the greatest danger, which yet, by 
God's providence, he escaped; for as he was naked, an<) had 
but one servant that followed him, to be with him while he 
was bathing in an inner room,certain of the enemy, who were 
in their armour, and had fled thither out of fear, w^re then 
in the place; and as he was bathing, the first of them came 
out with his naked sword drawn, and wdnt out at the doors, 
and aAer him a second, and a third, armed in like manner, and 
were under such a consternation that they did no hurt to the 
king, and thought themselves to have come ofi* very well in 
sii£fering no harm themselves in their getting out of the house. 
However, on the next day, he cut off the head of Fappas, for 
he was already slain, and sent it. to Pheroras,as a punishment 
of what their brother had suflered by his means, for he wa^ 
the -man that slew him with his own hand.- 

14. When the rigour of winter was over, Herod i^eraov- 
ed his army, and came near to Jerusalem, and pitched his 
camp hard by the city. Now this was the third year since 
he had been made king at Rome ; and as he removed his 
camp, and came near the part of the wall where it could Hae 
most easily assaulted, he pitched that camp before the tem^ 
pie, intending to make his attacks in the same manner as did 
Pompey, so he encompassed the place with three bulwarks, 
and erected towers, and employed a great many hands about 
the work, and cut down the trees that were round about the 
city ; and when he had appointed proper persons to oversee 
the works, even^ while the army lay before the city, he him- 
self went to Samarj^to complete his marriage, and to take 
to wife the daughter of Alexander, the son of Aristobulur; 
for he h^d >)etiSljc4 hcrdready, as Ihavo befwre related. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

Sow Herod f when he had married Marianmey took Jerusalem^ 
with the assistance ofSoduSy hy force ; 4tttd how the got- 
- ernmet^t of the Asmoneaos was put amend to. 

'J 1. Aftbr the wedding was over, came Sosius tbroagh 
Phonicia^ having sent out his army before him over the mid- 
land parts. He also, who was their comraatider, came him- 
self, with a great nomber of horsemen and footmen. The 
king also came himself from Samaria, and brought with him 
xio small army besides that which was there before, for they 
were about thirty thousand ; ai)d they all met together at the 
walls of Jerusalem, and encamped at the north wdlof the city, 
being now an army of eleven I^ions, armed men on foot, and 
six thousand horsemen, with other auxiliaries outof Syria. 
The generals were two, Sosius sent by Antony to assist Herod^ 
and Herod on^ his own account, in Order to take the govem- 
xnent from Antigonus, who was declared an enemy at Rome, 
and that he might himself be king, according to the decree 
of the senate. 

2. Now the Jews that were enclosed within the walls of 
the city, fought against Herod, with great alacrity and zeal, 
(for the wi^le nation was gathered together;) they ako 
gave out many prophecies, about the temple, and many 
things agreeable to the people, as if God would deliver them 
out of the dangers they were in: they had also carried on 
what was out of the city, that they might not leave any thing 
to afford sustenance either for men, or for beasts : and by 
private robberies, they made the want of necessaries great- 
er. When H^rod understood this, he opposed ambushes in 
the fittest places against their private robberies, and he sent 
in legions of armed men to bring in provisions, and that from 
remote places, so that in a little time they had great plenty 
of provisions. Now the three bulwarks were easily erected, 
because so many hands were continually at work upon it ; for 
it was summer-time, and there was nothing to hinder them 
in raising their works, neither from the air, nor from the 
workmen: so they brought their engines to bear, and sho<A 
the walls of the city, and tried all manner of ways to get in; 
yet did not those within discover any fear, but they also con- 
trived not a few engines to oppose their engines withal. Thty 
also sallied out, and burnt not only those engines that were 
pot yet perfected, but those Uiat were ; and when they came 
band to band, their attempts were not less bald than tbose of 
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the Roraans^ though they were behind them in skill. They also 
erected new works when the former were ruined ; and mak- 
ing mines under ground, they met each other, and fought 
there, and making use of brutish courage, rather than of pru- 
dent valour, they persisted in this war to the very last ; and 
this they did wiule a mighty army lay round about them, and 
while they were distressed by famine, and the want of neces- 
saries, for this happened* to be a sabbatic year. The first 
that scaled the walls were twenty chosen men ; the next 
were Sosius's centurions, for the first wall was taken in forty 
days, and the second in fifteen more, when some of the clois- 
ters that were about the temple were burnt 5 which Herod 
gave out to have been burnt by Antigonus, in order to expose 
him to the hatred of the Jews. And when the outer court 
of the temple, and the lower city, were taken, the Jews fled 
into the inner court of the temple, and in the upper city ; 
but now, fearing lest the Romans should hinder them from of- 
fering their daily sacrifices to God, they sent an embassage, 
and desired that they would only permit them to bring in beasts 
for sacrifices, which Herod granted, hoping they were going 
to yield : but when he saw that they did nothing of what he 
supposed, but bitterly opposed him, in order to preserve the 
kingdom to Antigonus, he made an assault upon the city, and 
took it by storm ; and now all parts were full of those that 
were slain, by the rage of the Romans at the long duration of 
the siege, and by the zeal of the Jews that were on Herod's 
side, who were not willing to leave one of their adversaries 
alive : so they were murdered continually in the narrow 
streets, and in the houses by crowds, and as they were flying 
to the temple for shelter, and there was no pity taken of 
either infants, or the aged, nor did they spare so much as the 
weaker sex; nay, although the king sent about, and besought 
them to spare the people, yet nobody restrained their hand 
from slaughter, but, as if they were a company of madmen, 
they fell upon persons of all ages, without distinction; and 
then Antigonus, without regard to either his past or pre- 
sent circumstances, came down from the citadel, and fell 
down at the feet of Sosius, who took no pity of him, in the 
change of his fortune, but insulted htm beyond measure, and 
called him AntigonCy^li, e. a woman, and not a mim;] yet did 
he not treat him as if he were a woman, by letting him go at 
liberty, but put him into bonds, and kept him in close custody. 
3. And now Herod having overcome his enemies, his care 
was to govern those foreigners who had been his assistants. 
Sot the crowd of strangers rushed to see the temple, and the 
sacred things in the temple ; but the king, thiiMuQg a victor 
vois. Ilk JR 
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to be a more severe affliction than a defeat, if any of diose 
things which it was not lawful to see, should be seen by them^ 
used entreaties and threatenings, and even sometimes force it- 
self, to restrain them. He also prohibited the ravage that was 
made in the city, and many times asked Sosius whether the 
Romans would empty the city both of women and men, and 
leave him king of a desert ? and told him, that he esteemed the 
dominion over the whole habitable earth as by no means an 
equivalent satisfaction for such a murder of his citizens : 
and when he said that this plunder was justly to be permit- 
ted the soldiers, for the siege they had undergone, he replied, 
that he would give every one their reward out of his own 
money, and by this means he redeemed what remained of the 
city from destruction, and he performed what he had pro- 
mised him, for he gave a noble present to every soldier, and 
a proportionable present to their commanders, but a most 
royal presept to Sosius himself, till they all went away full of 
money. 

4. This *destruction befell the city of Jerusalem when 
Marcus Agrippa and Caninius Gallus were consuls of Rome, 
on the hundred eighty and fifth Olympiad, on the third month, 
on the solemnity of the fast, as if a periodical revolution of 

* Note here, that Josepbus fully and frequently assures os. that there 
passed above three years between Herod's first obtaicing the kingdolm 
at Rome, and his second obtaining it at the taking of Jerusalem, and 
death of Antigonus. The present history of this interval twice mentioBS 
the army's going into winter quarters, which perhaps belonged to two 
several winters, eh. xv. § 3, 4, and though Josepbus says itothing how 
long they lay in those quarters, yet does he give such an account of the 
long and studied delays of Ventidius, Silo, and Macherus, who were to 
see Herod settled in his new kingdom, (but seem not to have had suffi- 
cient forces for that purpose, and were for certain, all corrupted by An- 
tigonus to make the longest delays possible,) and give us such particular 
accounts of the many great actions of Herod's during th^ same intervalj 
as fairiy imply that interval, before Herod went to Samosata, to have 
been very considerable. However, what is wanting in Josepbus, is fully 
supplied by Moses Chorenensis, the Armenian histoHan, in his history of 
the same interval, B. ii, ch. xviii. where he directly assures us, that Ti- 
graDes,theB king of Armenia, and the principal manager of this Parthian 
Mrar, reigned two years after Herod was made king at Rome, and yet 
Antony did not hear of his death, in that very neighbourhood, at Sa- 
mosata, till he was come thither to besiege it: after which Herod 
brought him an army, which was 340 miles' march, and though a diffi- 
cult country full of enemies also, and joined with faim in the siege of 
Sanaosata, till that cUy was taken; then Herod and Sosius marched 
back with their large armies the same number of 340 miles and when^ 
ma little time, they sat down to besiege Jerusalem, they were not able 
to take It but by a siege of five months. All which put together, folly 
sopplies what is wantingio Josepluis, and secures the entire cbroaologT 
of these times bejrood cootradictlwi. 
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calamities had returned^ since that which befell the Jews 
under Pompey, for the Jews were taken by him on the same 
day, and this was after twenty-seven years' time. So when 
Sosius had dedicated a crown of gold to God, he marched 
. away from Jerusalem, and carried Antigonus with him in 
bonds to Antony : hut Herod was afraid lest Antigonus shQul4 
be kept in prison [onlyj by Antony, and that when he was 
carrieid to Rome by him, he might get his cause to be heard 
by the senate, and might demonstrate, as he was himself of 
the royal blood, and Herod but a private man, that therefore 
it belonged to his sons however to have the kingdom, on ac- 
count of the family they were of, in case he had himself of- 
fended the Romans by what he had done. Out of Herod's fear 
of this it was, that he, by giving Antony a great deal of mo- 
ney, endeavoured to persuude him to have Antigonus slain, 
which if it were once done, he should be free from that fear. 
And thus did the government of the Asmoneans cease, an 
hundred twenty and six years after it was first set up. This 
family was a splendid and an illustrious one, both on. account 
of the nobility of their stock, and of the dignity of the high- 

Sriestheod, as also for the glorious actions their ancestors 
ad performed for our nation : but these men lost the govern- 
ment by their dissensions one with another, and it came to 
Herod the son of Antipater, who was of no more than a vul- 
gar family, and of no eminent extraction, but one that was 
subject to other kings : and this is what hustory tells us was 
the end of the Asmonean family. 



y Google 



BOOK XV. 

CONTAINING AN INTERVAL OF 18 YEARS. 
[From the death of Antigonus to the finishing of the temple by Herod] 

CHAP. I. 

Concerning PoUio and Sameas. Herod slays the principal 
of Antigonus^s friends^ and spoils the city of ks wealth, 
Antony beheads Antigonus. 

§ 1 How Sosius and Herod took Jerusalem by force j 
and besides that, how they took Antigonus captive, has been 
related by us in the foregoing book. We will now proceed 
in the narration. And since Herod had now the government 
of all Judea put into his hands, he promoted such of the 
private men in the city as had been of his party, but never 
left off avenging and punishing every day those that had 
chosen to be of the party of his enemies : but Pollio the 
Pharisee, and Sameas, a disciple of his, were honoured by 
him above all the rest; for when Jerusalem was besieged, 
they advised the citizens to receive Herod, for which ad- 
vice they were well requited: but this Pollio, at the time 
when Herod was once upon the trial of life and death, fore- 
told, in way of reproach, to Hyrcanus and the other judges^ 
how this Herod, whom they suffered now to escape, would 
afterward inflict punishment on them all ; which had its com- 
pletion in time, while God fulfilled the words h6 had spoken« 
2. At this time Herod, now he had got Jerusalem undec 
his power, carried off all the royal ornaments, and spoiled the 
wealthy men of what they had gotten 5 and when, by these 
means, he had heaped together a great quantity of silver and 
gold, he gave it also to Antony, and his friends that were 
about him. He also slew forty-five of the, principal men of 
Antigonus's party, and set guards at the gates of the city, 
that nothing mig'ht be carried out together with their dead 
bodies. They also searched the dead ; and whatsoever was 
found either of silver, or gold, or other treasure, it was car- 
ried to the king : nor was there any end of the miseries be 
brought upon them; and this distress was in part occaslonec) 
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by the covetousness of the prince regnant, who was still in 
want of more, and in part, by the Sabbatic year, which was 
still going on, and forced the country to lie still uncultivated^ 
since we are forbidden to sow our land in that year. Now 
when Anthony had received Antigonus as his captive, he d^ 
termined to keep him against his triumph ; but when he 
heard that the nation grew seditious, and that out of their 
hatred to Herod they continued to bear good will to Antigo- 
nus, he resolved to behead him at Antioch, for otherwise the 
Jews could no way be brought to be quiet. And Strabo of 
Cappadocia attests to what I have said, when he thus speaks ; 
** Antony ordered Antigonus the Jew to be brought to Awr 
tioch, and there to be beheaded 5 and this Antony seems to 
me to have been the very first man who beheaded a king, as 
supposing he could no other way bend the minds of the Jews, 
so as to receive Herod, whom he had made king in his steady 
for by no torments could they be forced to call him king, so 
great fondness they had to their former king ; so he thought 
that this dishonourable death would diminish the value they 
had for Antigonus's menv)ry, and at the same time would di- 
minish the hatred they bare to Herod," Thus far Strabo. 

CHAP. II. 

How Hyrcanus was set at liberty by the Farthian$y and re- 
tumed to Herod ; and what Alexander didj when she 
heard that Ananelus was made high-priest. 

^ 1. Now after Herod was in possession of the kingdom^ 
Hyrcanus the high-priest, who was then captive among the 
Parthians, came to him again, and was set free from his cap^ 
tivity, in the manner following : Barzapharnes and Pacoru^ 
the generals of the Parthians, took Hyrcanus, who was first 
made high-priest, and afterward king, and Herod's brother, 
Phasaelus, captives, and weie carrying them away into Par- 
thia. Phasaelus indeed could not bear the reproach of be- 
ing in bonds, and thinking that death, with glory, was better 
than any life whatsoever, he became bis own executioner, as 
I have formerly related. 

2. But when Hyrcanus was brought into Parthia, the king 
Phraates treated him after Q, very gentle manner, as having 
already learned of what an illustrious family he was ; on 
which account he set him free from his bonds, and gave him 
an habitation at * Babylon where there were Jews in great 

* The city here called Baboon by Joiephus, seems to be one wbidi 
was built by some of the S«ieacidae upon the Tigrisr which long after 
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numbers. These Jews honoured Hyrcanus as their high- 
priest and king ; as did all the Jewbh nation that dwelt as 
far as Euphrates : which respect was very much to hb satis- 
Action. But when he was informed that Herod had recei- 
ved the kingdom^ new hopes came upon him, as having been 
himself stUl of a kind disposition towards him ; and ex- 
pecting that Herod would bear in mind what favour he had 
received from him, and when he was upon his trial, and 
when he was in danger that a capital sentence would be pro- 
nounced against him, he delivered him from that danger, and 
firom all punishment. Accordingly, he talked of that matter 
with the Jews that came often to him with great affection ; 
but they endeavoured to retain him among them, and desired 
that he would stay with them, putting him in mind of the 
kind offices and honours they did him, and that those honours 
they paid him were not at all inferior to what they could 
f)ay either to their high-priests or their kings ; and what was 
a greater motive to determine him, they said, was this, that 
he could not have those dignities [in Judea] because of that 
maim in his body, which had been inflicted on him by Anti- 
gonus ^ and that kings do not use to requite men for those 
kindnesses which they received when they were private per- 
sons, the height of their fortune making usually no small 
changes in them. 

3. Now although they suggested these arguments to him for 
hb own advantage, yet did Hyrcanus still desire to depart. 
Herod also wrote to him, and persuaded him to desire of 
Phraates, and the Jews that were there, that they should not 
grudgehim the royal authority, which he should have joint- 
ly with himself, for that now was the proper time for him- 
self to make him amends for the favours he had received 
from him, as having been brought up by him, and saved by 
him also, as well as for Hyrcanus to receive it. And as he 
wrote thb to Hyrcanus, so did he send also Saramallas, his 
ambassador, to Phraates, and many presents with him and de- 
sired him, in the most obliging way, that he would be no hin- 
drance to hb gratitude towards his benefactor. But thb zeal 
of Herod's did not flow from that principle, but because he 
had been made governor of that country, without having 
any just claim to it, he was afraid, and that upon reason9 
good enough, of a change in his condition, and so made wha^ 
haste he could to get Hyrcanus into his power, or indeed to 

the utter desolation of old Babyloo, was commonly so called, and I sup- 
pose not far from Sefeucia ; just as the later adjoining city Bagdat haa^ 
been, and is often called by the fame oM name gf Babylon till this very 
day. 
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put him quite out of the way 5 which last thing he compassed 
a^erwards. 

4. Accordingly, when Hyrcanus, came full of assurance^ 
by the permission of the king of Parthia, and at the expense 
of the Jews, who supplied him with money, Herod received 
him with all possible tespect, and gave him the upper place 
at public meetings, and set him above all the rest at feasts, 
and thereby deceived him. He called him his father : and 
endeavoured by all the ways possible, that he might have no 
^suspicion of any treacherous design against him. He also 
did other things in order io secure his government, which 
yet occasioned a sedition in his own family ; for being cau- 
tious how he made any * illustrious person the high-priest of 
God, he sent for an obscure priest out of Babylon, whose 
name was AnaneluSy and bestowed the high-priesthood upon 
him. 

5. However, Alexandra, the daughter of Hyrcanus, and 
wife of Alexander, the son of Aristobulus the king, who had 
also brought Alexander [two] children, could not bear this 
indignity. Now this son was- one of the greatest comeliness^ 
and was called Aristobulus; and the daughter Mariamne, was 
married to Herod, and eminent for her beauty also. This 
Alexander was much disturbed, and took this indignity offer- 
ed to her son e^cceeding ill, that while he was alive, any one 
else should be sent for to have the dignity of the high-pricSt- 
hood conferred upon him. Accordingl}'^, she wrote to Cleo-. 
patra, (a musician assisting her, taking care to have her let- 
ters carried,) to desire her intercession with Antony, in order 
to gain the high-priesthood for her son. 

6. But as Antony was slow in granting this request, his 
friend t Dellius came into Judca upon some affairs, and when 
he saw Aristobulus, he stood in admiration at the tallness and 
handsomeness of the child, and no less at Mariamne, the 

* Here we have ao eminent esample of Herod's cvorldly and pro- 
fane politics, when by the abuse of his unlawful apd usurped power, to 
make whom he pleased high-priest, in the person of Ananelus, he oc* 
casioned such disturbances In his kingdom, and in his own family, as 
suffered him to enjoy no lasting peace or tranquility ever afterward r 
and such is frequently the effect ot profane court-politics about matters 
of religion in other ages and nations. The Old Testament is full of the 
miaeries of the people of the Jews derived from such court-politics, es- 
pecially in and after the days of Jeroboam the son of Nabat, who made 
Israel to sin ; who gave the most pernicious example of it ; who brought 
on the grossest corruption of religion by it ; and the punishment of 
whose family for it was most remarkable. The case is loo well known 
to stand In need of particular citations. 

t Of this wicked Pellius, see the note op the W^r, B. i. chap, w- 
§ 2. vol V. 
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king's wife, and was open in his commendations of Alexan- 
dria, as the mother of most beautiful children : and when she 
came to dbcourse with him, he persuaded her to get pictures 
drawn of them both, and to send them to Antony, for that 
when he saw tfa^sm, he would deny her nothing that she should 
ask. Accordingly, Alexandra was el^ated with these words 
of hb, and sent the pictures to Antony. Dellius also talked 
extravagantly and said, ^'that these children seemed not deri- 
ved from men, but from some god or other.'' His design in 
doing so was to entice Antony into lewd pleasures with them, 
who was ashamed to send for the damsel, as beingjthe wife of 
Herod, and avoided itj because of the reproaches he should 
have from Cleopatra on that account, but he sent in the most 
decent manner he could, for the young man ; but added this 
withal. ^' Unless he thought it hard upon him so to do." 
When this letter was brought to Herod, he did not think it 
safe for him to send one so handsome as was Aristobulus, in 
the prime of his life, for he was sixteen years of age, and of 
so noble a family, and particularly not to Antony, the princi- 
pal man among the Romans, ahd one that would abuse him 
in his amours, and besides, one that openly indulged himself 
in such pleasures, as his power allowed him, without control. 
He therefore wrote back to him, that " if this boy should only 
so out of the country, all would be in a state of war and uproar, 
ftcause the Jews were in hopes of a change in the govern- 
ment, and to have another king over them." 

7' When Herod had thus excused himself to Antony*, he 
resolved that he would not entirely permit the child, or Alex- 
andra, to be treated dishonourably : but his wife Mariamne 
lay vehemently at him to restore the high-priesthood to her 
brother, and he judged it was for his advantage so to do, be- 
cause if he once had that dignity he could not go out of the 
country. So he called his friends together, and told them, 
that " Alexandra privately conspired against his ro3ial au- 
thority, and endeavoured, by the means of Cleopatra, so to 
brihg it about, that' he might be deprived of the government, 
and that by Antony's means this youth might have the man- 
agement of public affairs in his stead ; and that this proce- 
dure of her's was unjust, since she would at the same time de- 
prive her daughter of the dignity she now had,and would bring 
disturbances upon the kingdom, for which he had taken a great 
deal of pains, and had gotten it with extraordinary hazards f 
Ihat yet, while he well remen^bered her wicj^d practices, he 
wotdd not leave off doing what was right himselj^ h\ft. would 
even now give the youth the high-priesthood 5 .anii that he 
{brmerly set up Ananelus, because Aristobnlu? was &«» so very 
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yoang a child. Now when he had said this, not at Fandom^ 
but as he thought, with the best direction he had, in order ta 
deceive the women, and those friends whom he had taken to 
consult withal, Alexandra, out of the great joy she had at this 
unexpected promise, and out of fear from the suspicions she 
lay under, fell a weeptog ; and made the following apology 
for herself, and said, that ^^ as to the [high] priesthood, she 
was very much concerned for the disgrace her son was under^ 
and so did her utmost endeavours , to procure it for him, but 
that as to the kingdom, she had made no attempts, and that 
if it were ofiered her [for her son,] she wuuld not accept 
it 5 and that now she would be satisfied with her son's dig-^ 
nity, while he himself held the civil government, and she 
had thereby the security that arose from his peculiar ability 
in ^governing, to all the remainder of her family; that she 
was now overcome by his benefits, and thankfully accepted 
of this honour showed by him on her son, and that she would 
hereafter be entirely obedient ; and she desired him to ex- 
cuse her, if the nobility of her family , and that freedom of 
acting which she thought that allowed her, had made her act 
too precipitately and imprudently in this matter." So when 
they had spoken thus to one another, they came to an agree- 
ment, and all suspiciQns, so far as appeared, were vanished 
away. 



CHAP. Ill, 

Motff Herody upon his making Aristohulus high-priest ^ took 
care that he should be murdered in a little time : and what 
apology he made to Antony about Aristobulus : as also 
concerning Joseph and Mariamne. 

^ 1* So king Herod immediately took the high-priesthood 
away from Ananelus, who, as we said before, was not of his 
country, but one of those Jews that had been carried captive 
beyond Euphrates ; for there were not a few ten thousands 
of his people, that had been carried captives, and dwelt about 
Babylonia, whence Ananelus came. He was one * of the 

* When Josephus say^s here, that this Aoanelas, the new high.priest^ 
was ofthtilock of the high priests t and since he had been just telling us 
that he was a priest of an obscure family or character, ch. ii. § 4, it is not 
at all probable that he could so soon say that he was of the stock of the 
high'priests. However, Josephus here makes a remarkable observation, 
that this Ananelus was the third that was ever unjustly and wickedly 
turned out of the high-priesthood by the civil power, no king or gover^ 
nor having ventured to do so that Josephus knew of, but that beamw 
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fitock of the high-priestSy and had been of old a particular 
friend of Herod's ; and when he was made first kkig, he con* 
firmed that dignity upon hhn, and now put him out of h again^ 
in order to quiet the troubles In his famafyy though what he did 
was plainly unlawful, for at no other time [of old] was any 
one that had once been in that digi^y, deprived of it. It 
was Antiochus Epiphanes who first bnike that law, and depri- 
ved Jesus, and made his brother Onias high-priest in his stedd. 
Aristobulus was the second that did so, and took that dignity 
from hb brother [Hyrcanus ;] and this Herod was the third 
who took that high office away [from Ananelus,] and gave it 
to this young man, Aristobulus, in his stead. 

2. And now Herod seemed to have healed the division in 
hb family : yet was he not without suspicion, as is frequent- 
ly the case of people seeming to be reconciled to one an- 
other, but thought that, as Alexandra, had already made at- 
tempts tending to innovations, so did he fear that she would 
go on therein, if she found a fit opportunity (or so doing : so 
he gave command, that she should dwell in the palare, and 
meddle with no public affairs : her guards also were so care- 
fiil, that nothing she did in private life every day was con- 
cealed. All these hardships put her out of patience by little 
and little, and she began to hate Herod ; for as she bad the 
j>ride of a woman to the utmost degree, she had great indig- 
nation at this suspicious guard that was about her, as desirous 
rather to undergo any thing that could befall her, than to be 
deprived of her liberty o( speech, and, under the notion of 
an honourary guard, to live in a state of slavery and terror : 
she therefore sent to Cleopatra, and made a long complaint 
of the circumstances she was in, and entreated her to do her 
utmost for her assistance. Cleopatra hereupon advised her 
to take her son with her, and come away immediately to her 
into Egypt. This advice pleased her ; and she had thb con- 
trivance for getting away : she got two coffins made, as if 
they were to carry away two dea^ bodies, and put herself 
into one, and her son into the other, and gave orders to such 
of her servants, as knew of her intentions, to carry them 
away in the night-time. Now their road was to be thence 
to the sea-side, and there was a ship ready to carry them 
into Egypt. Now Aesop, one of her servants, happened to 
fall upon Sabbion, one of her friends, and spake of thb mat- 



^rant and persecutor Antiochus Epiphanes; that barbarous parricide 
Aristobulus, the first that took royal anthority among the Maccabees ; 

ot Jerusalem 
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and this tyrant king Herod the Great, although afterward that ioCamoos 
practice became fre(|uent, till the very destruction ot Jerusalem, when 
the office of higb-pnesthood was at an end. 
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ter to him, as thinking he had known of it before. When 
Sabbion knew this, (who had feJrmerly been an enemy of 
Herod's, and been esteemed one of those that laid snares for, 
and gave the poison to [his father] Antipater,) he expected 
that this discovery would change Herod's hatred into kind- 
ness, so he told the king of this private stratagem of Alex- 
ander's : whereupon he suffered her to proceed to the exe- 
cution of her project, and caught her in the very fact, but 
still he passed by her offence ; and though he had a great 
mind to do it, he durst not inflict any thing that was severe 
upon her, for he knew that Cleopatra would not bear that he 
should have her accused, on account of her hatred to him, 
but made a show as if it were rather the generosity of his 
soul, and his great moderation, that made him forgive them. 
However, he fully proposed to himself to put this young man 
out of the way by one means or other ; but he thought he 
might in probability be better concealed in doing it, if he did 
it not presently, nor immediately after what had lately hap- 
pened. 

3. And now, upon the approach of the feast of taberna- 
cles, which is a festival very much observed among us, he 
let those days pass over, and both he and the rest of the peo- 
ple were therein very merry ; yet did the envy which at 
this time arose in him, cause him to make haste to do whs|j^ 
he was about, and provoke him to it ; for when this youtlv 
Aristobulus, who was now in the seventeenth year of his 
age, went up to the altar, according to the law, to offer the 
sacrifices, aqd this with the ornaments of his high-priesthood, 
and when he * performed the sacred offices, he seemed to 
be exceeding comely, and taller than men usually were at 
that age, and to exhibit in his countenance a great deal of that 
high family ke w^s sprung from, and a warm zeal and affec- 
tion towards him appeared among the people, and the memo- 
ry of the actions of his grand-father Aristobulus, was fresh 
in their minds ; and their affections got so far the mastery of 
them, that they could not forbear to show their inclinations 
to him. They at once rejoiced, and were confounded, and 
mingled with good wishes their joyful acclamations which 
they made to him, till the good-will of the multitude wa$ 
made too evident, and they njore rashly proclaimed the hap- 
piness they had received from bis family than was Lt under 
^ monarchy to have done. Upon all this, Herod resolved to 
complete what he had intended against the young man. 
When therefore the festival was over, and he was feasting at 

* Xbis entirely confutes the Talinuclist« who pretend that no one 
tinder lorerK^ears of ageshoald officiate ashi^-prieflt empBg the Jews» 
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* Jericho with Alexandra, who entertained them' there, he 
was then very pleasant with the young man, and drew him 
into a lonely place, and at the same time played with him in a 
juvenile and ludicrous manner. Now, the nature of that 
place was hotter than ordinary ; so that they went in a body, 
and of a sudden, and in a vein of madness, and as they stood 
by the fish ponds, of which there were large ones about the 
house, they went to cool themselves [by bathing,] because 
it was in the midst of an hot day. At first they were only 
spectators of Herod's servants and acquaintance as they were 
swimming, but aft^r a while, the young man, a^4he instiga- 
tion of Herod, went into the water among them, while such 
of Herod's acquaintance, as be had appointed to do it, dip- 
ped him, as he was swimming, and plunged him under water, 
in the dark of the evening, as if it had beep done in sport only, 
nor did they desist till he was entirely suffocated ; and thus 
was Aristobulus murdered, having lived no more in all than, 
t eighteen years, and kept the high-priesthood one year only ^ 
which high-priesthood Ananelus now recovered again. 

4. When this sad accident was told the women, their joy 
was soon changed to lamentation, at the sight of the^ dead 
body that lay before them, and their sorro\y was immoderate. 
The city also [of Jerusalem,] upon the spreading of this 
news, were in very great grief, every family looking pn the 
calamity as if it had not belonged to another, but that one of 
themselves was slain ; but Alexandra was more deeply af^ 
fected, upon her knowledge that he had been destroyed [on 
purpose.] Her sorrow was greater than that of others, by 
her knowing how the murder was committed, but she was 
under a necessity of bearing up ui>der it, out of her pros- 
pect of a greater mischief that might otherwise follow ; and. 
she oftentimes came to an inclination to kill herself with her 
own hand, but still she restrained herself, in hopes she might 
live long enough to revenge the unjust murder thus privately 
committed : nay, she farther resolved to endeavour to live 
longer, and to give no occasion to think she suspected that 
her son was slain on purpose, and supposed that she might 
thereby be in a capacity of revenging it at a proper oppor- 

• Ao Hebrew chronicle, cited by Reland, says, this drovrning wag at 
Jordarh not at Jeriehot and this even when he quotes Josephus. I sus- 
pect the transcriber of the Hebrew dironicle mistook the name, and 
wrote Jordan for Jericho. 

t The reading of one of Josephus's Greek MSS. seems hwre to bfi 
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fbr be WM not seventeen when bo was made high -priest, chap. li. ^ 6i 
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tunity. Thus did she restrain herself, that she might not be 
noted for entertaining any such suspicion. However, Herod 
endeavoured that none abroad should believe that the child's 
death was caused by aiiy design of his ; and for this purpose 
he did not only use the ordinary signs of sorrow, but fell into 
tears, also, and exhibited a real confusion of soul : and per- 
haps his affections were overcome on this occasion, when he 
saw the child's countenance so young, and so beautiful, al- 
though his death were supposed to tend to his own security ; 
so far at least this grief served as to make some apology for 
him : and as for his funeral, that he took care should be very 
magnificent, by making great preparation of a sepulchre to 
lay his body in, and providing a great quantity of spices, and 
burying many ornaments together with him, till the very wo* 
xnen, who were in such deep sorrow, were astonished at it, 
and received in this way some consolation. 

5. However, no such things could overcome Alexandra's 
grief i but the remembrance of this miserable case made her 
sorrow both deep and obstinate. Accordingly, she wrote an 
account of this treacherous scene to Cleopatra, and how her 
son was murdered ; but Cleopatra, as she had formerly been 
desirous to give her what satisfaction she could, and com- 
miserating Alexandra's misfortunes, made the case her own, 
and would not let Antony be quiet, but excited him to punish 
the child's murder ; for that it was an unworthy thing that 
Herod, who had been by him made king of a kingdom that 
no way belonged to him, should be guilty of such horrid crimes, 
against those that were of the royal blood in reality. Antony 
was persuaded by these arguments ; and when he came to 
Laodicea, he sent and commanded Herod to come and make 
his defence, as to what tie had done to Aristobulus, for that 
such a treacherous design was not well done, if he had any 
hand in it. Herod was now in fear, both of the accusation, 
and of Cleopatra's ill-will to him, which was such that she 
was ever endeavouring to make Antony hate him. He there- 
fore determined to obey his summons, for he had no possible 
way to avoid it : so he left his uncle Joseph, procurator for 
his government, and for the public affairs, ^nd gave him a 
private charge, that if Anthony should kill him, he also should 
kill Mariamne immediately, for that he had a tender afi^tion 
for this his wife, and was afraid of the injury that should be 
oiTered him, if, after his death, she, for her beauty, should be 
engaged to some other man : but his intimation was nothing 
Ijut this at the bottom, that Antony had fellen in love with 
her, when he had formerly heard somewhat of her beauty. 
So when Herod had given Joseph thb charge, and had indeed 
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no sure hope of escaping with his life^ he went away to An* 
tony. 

6. But as Joseph was administering the public affairs of 
the kingdom^ and for that reason was very frequently with 
Mariamne^ both because his business required it^ and because 
of the respects he ought to pay to the queen, he frequently 
let himself into discourses about Herod's kindness, and great 
afiection towards her ; and when the women, especially Al- 
exandra, used to turn his discourses into feminine raillery.-^ 
Joseph was so over desirous to demonstrate the king's incli- 
nations, that he proceeded so far as to poention the charge 
he had received, and thence drew his demonstrations that. 
Herod was not able to live without her ; and that if he should 
come to any ill end, he could not endure a separation fron^ 
her, even alter he was dead. Thus spake Joseph. But the 
woman, as was natural, did not take this to be an instance of 
Herod's strong affection for them, but of hb severe usage 
of them, that Uiey could not escape destruction, nor i^ tyran- 
nical death, even when he was dead himself, and this saying 
[of Joseph's] was a foundation for the woman's severe suspi- 
cions of him afterwards. 

7. At this time a report went about the city Jerusalem, 
among Herod's enemies, that Antony had tortured Herod, 
and put him to death. This report, as is natural, disturbed 
those that were about the palace, but chiefly the women } up-- 
on which Alexandra endeavoured to persuade J^oseph to go 
out of the palace, and fly away with them to the ensigns 
of the Roman legion, which then lay encamped about the 
city, as a guard to the kingdom, under the command of Jul- 
ius ; for that by this means, if any disturbance should hap- 
pen about the palace, they should be in a greater security, as 
having the Romans favourable to them ; and that besides, 
they hoped to obtain the highest authority, if Antony did but 
once see Mariarone, by whose means they should recover the 
kingdom, and want nothing which was reasonable for them 
to hope for, because of their royal extraction. 

8. But as they ^ere in the midst of these deliberations, 
letters were brought from Herod about all his affairs, and 
proved contrary to the report, and of what they before ex- 
pected 5 for when he was come to Antony, he soon recover- 
ed hb interest with him by tl^e presents he made him, which 
he had brought with him from Jerusalem, and he soon indur 
ced him, upon discoursing with him, to leave off his indigna. 
tion at him, so that Cleopatra's persuasions had less force 
than the arguments and presents he brought, to regain his 
friendship : for Antony said, that ^^ it was not good to require 
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an account of the king, as to the affairs of his government^ 
for at this rate he could be no king at al}, but that those who 
had given him that authority ought to permit him to make 
use of it.'' He also said the same thing to Cleopatra, that 
it would be best for her not busily to meddle with the acts of 
the king's government. Herod wrote an account of these 
things : and ^^ enlarged upon the other honours which he had 
received from Antony : how he sat by him at his hearing 
causes, and took his diet with him every day, and that he en- 
joyed those favours from him, notwithstanding the reproaches 
that Cleopatra so severely laid against him who, having a 
great desire of his country, and earnestly entreating Antony 
- that the kingdom might be given to her, laboured with her 
utmost diligence to have him out of the way, but that he still 
found Antony just to him, and had no longer any apprehen- 
sions of hard treatment from him ; and that he was soon upon 
his return, with a firmer additional assur^ce of his favour to 
him, in his reigning and managing public affairs ; and that 
there was no longer any hope for Cleopatra^s covetous tem- 
per, since Antony had given her Coelosyria, instead of what 
she desired, by which means he at once pacified her, and got 
dear of the entreaties which she made him to have Judea be- 
Btowed upon her.'' 

9. When these letters were brought, the women left off 
their attempt for flying to the Romans, which they thought of 
while Herod was supposed to be dead ^ yet was not that pur- 
pose of theirs a secret ; but when the king had conducted 
Antony on his way against the^ Parthians, he returned to Ju- 
dea, when both his sister Salome, and his mother informed 
him of Alexandra's intentions. Salome also added somewhat 
farther against Joseph, though it were no more tlian a calum- 
ny, that he had often had criminal conversation with Mariam- 
ne. The reason of her saying so was this, that she for a 
lopg time bore her ill-will, for when they had differences with 
one another, M ariamne took great freedoms, and reproached 
the rest for the meanness of their burth. But Herod, whose 
affection to Maria mne was always very warm, was presently 
disturbed at this, and coUld not bear the torments of jealousy, 
but was still restrained from doing any rash thing to her, by 
the love he had for her 5 yet did this vehement affection and 
jealousy together make him ask Mariamne by herself about 
this matter of Joseph : but she denied it upon her oath, and 
said all that an innocent woman could possibly say in her own 
defence, so that, by litde and little, the king was prevailed 
npon to drop the suspicion, and left off his anger at her ; and 
being overcome with his passion for his wife he made an 
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apology to her for having seemed to believe what he had 
heard about her, and returned her a great many acknowledg- 
ments of her modest behaviour, and professed the extraordi- 
nary affection and lundness he had for her, till at last, as is 
usual between lovers, they both fell into tears, and embraced 
one ano^er with a most tender affection. But as the king 
gave more and more assurances of his belief of her fidelity^ 
and endeavoured to draw her to a little confidence in him^ 
Mariamne said, ^^ Yet was not that command thou gavest, 
that if any harm came to thee from Antony, I who had been 
no occasion of it, should perish with thee, a sign of thy love 
to me.'' When these words were fallen from her, the king 
was shocked, at them, and presently let her go out of his arms, 
and cried out, and tore his hair with his own hands, and said, 
that, ^^ now he had an evident demonstration that Joseph had 
had criminal conversation with his wife, for that he would 
never have uttered what he had told him alone by himself 
unless there had been such a great familiarity and firm confi- 
dence between them." And while he was in this passion, he 
had like to have killed his wife : but being still overborne by 
his love to her, he restrained this his passion, though not 
without a lasting grief and disquietness of mind. However^ 
he gave order to slay Joseph, without permitting him to come 
into hb sight : and as for Alexandra, be bound her, and kept 
her in custody, as the cause of all this mischief. 

CHAP. IV- 

How Cleapatraywhen ^he had gotten from Antony some part^ 
of Judea and Arabia^ came into Judea ; and how Herod 
gave her many presents J and conducted her on her wag 
back to Egypt. 

^ 1. Now at this time the affairs of Syria were in confu- 
sion, by Cleopatra's constant persuasions to Antony to make 
an attempt on every body's dominions ; for she persuaded 
him to take those dominions away from their several princes, 
and bestow them upon her ; and she had a mighty influence 
upon him, by reason of his being enslaved to her by his afifec- 
tions. She was also by nature very covetous, and stuck at no 
wickedness. She had already poisoned her brother, because 
she knew that he was to be king of Egypt, and this when he 
was but fifteen years old ; and she got her sister Arsinoe to be 
slain, by the means of Antony, when she was a supplicant at 
Diana's temple at Ephesus ; for if there were but any hopes 
of gettii^ money, she would violate both temples and «epuI-« 
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thres. Nor was there any holy place, that was esteemed the 
most inviolable, from which she would not fetch the orna* 
ments it had in it ; nor any place so pro&ne, but was to suf- 
fer the most flagitious treatment possible from her, if it could 
but contribute somewhat to the covetous humour of this 
wicked creature : yet did not all this suffice so extravagant 
a woman, who was a slave to her lusts, but she still imagined 
that she wanted every thing she could think of^ and did her 
utmost to gain it 5 for which reason she hurried Antony on 
perpetually to deprive others of their dominions, and give 
them to her. And as she went over Syria with him, she 
contrived to get it into her possession 5 so he slew Lysanias, 
the son of Ptolemy, accusing him of his bringing the Parthi- 
ans upon those countries. She ako petitioned Antony to 
give her Judea and Arabia j and in order thereto, desired 
him to take these countries away from their present gover- 
nors. As for Antony, he was so entirely overcome by this 
woman, that one would not think that her conversation only 
could do it, but that he was some way or other bewitched to 
do whatsoever she would have him ; yet did the gro&isest parts 
of her injustice make him so ashamed, that be would uot al- 
ways hearken to her, to do those flagrant enormities she 
would have persuaded him to. That therefore he might not. 
totally deny her, nor by doing every thing that she enjoined 
him, appear openly to be an ill man, he took some parts of 
each of those countries away from their former governors, 
and gave them \o her. Thus he gave her the cities that were 
within the river Eleutherus, as far as Egypt, excepting Tyre 
and Sidon, which he knew to have been free cities from their 
ancestors,' although she pressed him very often to bestow 
those on her also. 

2. When Cleopatra had obtained thus much, and had ac- 
companied Antony in this expedition to Armenia, ,as far as 
£uphrales, she returned back, and came to Apamia and Da- 
mascus, and passed on to Judea, where Herod met her, ^^nd 
farmed of her her parts of Arabia, and those revenues that 
came to her- from the region about Jericho. This country 
bears that balsam, which is the most precious drug that is 
there, and grows there alone. The place bears also palm- 
trees, both many in number, and those excellent in their kind. 
When she was there, and was very often with Herod, she en- 
deavoured to have criminal conversation with the kin? : noi: 
did she afiect secrecy in the indulgence of such sort of pleas- 
ures 5 and perhaps she had in some measure a passion of 
love to him, or rather, what is most probable, she laid a 
treacherous snare for him ; by aiming to obtain such adulter- 
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ous conversation from him : howeyer, upon the whole, she 
seemed overcome with love to him. Now Herod had a great 
while borne no good-will to Cleopatra, as knowing that she 
was a woman irksome to all ; and at that time be thought her 
partiularly worthy of his hatred, if this attempt proceeded 
out of lust : he had also thought of preventing her intrigues 
bj putting her to death, if such were her endeavours. How- 
ever, he refused to comply with her proposals, and called a 
council of his friends to consult with them, ^^ Whether he 
should not kill her, now he had her in his power ? for that 
he should thereby deliver all those from a multitude of evils 
to whom she was already become irksome, and was expect- 
ed to be still so for the time to come ; and that this very thing 
would be much for the advantage of Antony himself, since 
she would certainly not be faithful to him, in case any such 
season, or necessity, should come upon him, as that he should 
stand in need of her fidelity.'^ But when he thought to fol- 
low this advice, his friends would not let him ; and told him, 
that ^^ in the first place, it was not right to attempt so great a 
thing, and run himself thereby into the utmost danger : and 
they laid hard at him, and begged of him to undertake nothing 
rashly, for that Antony would never bear it, no not though 
any one should evidently lay before his eyes that it would be 
for his own advantage ; and that the appearance of depriving 
him of her conversation by this violent and treacherous me- 
thod, would probably set his affections more on a flame than 
before. Nor did it appear that he could offer any thing of 
tolerable weight In his defence, this attempt being against 
such a woman as was of the highest dignity of any of her se^c 
at that time in the world : and as to any advantage to be ex- 
pected from such an undertaking, if any suth could be sup- 
posed in this case, it would appear to deserve condemnation, 
on account of the insolence he must take upon him in doing 
it. Which considerations made it very plain, that in so do- 
ing, he would find his government filled with mischief, both 
great and lasting, both to himself and his posterity, whereas 
it was still in his power to reject that wickedness she would 
persuade him to, and to come off honourably at the same 
time." So by thus affrighting Herod, and representing to 
him the hazard he must, in all probability, run by this under- 
taking, they restrained him from it. So he treated Cleopa- 
tra kmdly, and made her presents, and conducted her on her 
way to Egypt. 

3. But Antony subdued Armenia, and sent Artabases, the 
son of Tigranes, In bonds, with his children, and procurators, 
to Egypt; and ipade a present of them> and of all the royA 
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ornaments which he had taken oiit of that kingdom, to Cleo^ 
patra. And Artaxias, the eldest of his sons, who had esca- 
ped at that time, took the kingdom of Armenia ; who yet 
was ejected by Archelaus, and Nero Caesar, when they resto* 
redTigranes, his younger brother, to that kingdom : but this 
happened a good wliile afterward. 

4. But then as to the tributes which Herod was to pay 
Cleopatra for that country which Antony had given her, he 
acted fairly with her, as deeming it not safe for him to afford 
any cause for Cleopatra to hate him. As for the king of Ara- 
bia, whose tribute Herod had undertaken to pay her, for 
some time indeed he paid him as much as came to two hun- 
dred talents, but he afterwards became very niggardly, and 
slow in his payments, and could hardly be brought to pay 
some parts of it, and was not willing to pay even them witli-» 
out some deductions. 



CHAP. V. 

How Herod made war with the king of Arabia^ and after 
they had fought many battles, at length conquered him^ 
and was chosen by the Arabs to be governor of that na^ 
Hon : as all concerning a great earthquake. 

§ 1. Hereupon Herod held himself ready to go against 
the king of Arabia because of his ingratitude to him, and be- 
cause, after all, he would do nothing that was just to him, al- 
though Herod made the Roman war an occasion of delaying 
his own, for the battle of Actium was now expected, which 
fell into the hundred eighty and seventh Olympiad, where 
Caesar and Antony were to fight for the supreme power of the 
world ;. but Herod, having enjoyed a country that was very 
fruitful, and that now for a long time, and having received 
great taxes, and raised great armies therewith, got together a 
body of men, and carefully furnished them with all necessa- 
ries, and designed them as auxiliaries for Antony : but Anto- 
ny said, he had no want of his assistance ; but he comman- 
ded him to punish the king of Arabia ; for he had heard both 
from him, and from Cleopatra, how perfidious he was ; for 
this was what Cleopatra desired, who thought it for her own 
advantage, that these two kings should do one another as great 
mischief as possible. Upon diis message from Antony, Her- 
od returned back, but kept his army with him, in order to in- 
vade Arabia immediately. So when his army of horsemen 
and footmen was ready, he marched to Diospolis, whither the 
Arabians came also to meet them, for they were not mxappri* 
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sed of this war that was coming upon them ; and after a great 
battle had been fought, the Jews had the victory : but after- 
ward there were gotten together another numerous army of 
the Arabians, at CanlBi, which are places of Coelosyria. He- 
rod was informed of this beforehand ; so he came marching 
against him with the greatest part of the forces he had ; and 
when he was come near to Cana, he resolved to encamp him- 
self, and he cast up a bulwark, that he might take a proper 
season for attacking the enemy ; but as he was giving those 
orders, the multitude of the Jews cried out, that he should 
makeno delay, but lead them against the Arabians. They 
went with great spirit, as believing they were in very good 
^ order, and those especially were so that had been in the for- 
mer battle, and had been conquerors, and had not permitted 
their enemies so much as to come to a close fight with them. 
And wheii they were so tumultuous, and showed such great 
alacrity, the king resolved to make use of that zeal the mul- 
titude then exhibited ; and when he had assured them h^ 
would not be behindhand with them in courage, be led them 
on, and stood before them all in his armour, afi the regiments 
following him in their several ranks : whereupon a conster- 
nation fell upon the Arabians : for when they perceived that 
the Jews were not to be conquered, and were full of spirit, 
the greater part of them ran away, and avoided fighting, and 
they had been quite destroyed had hot Anthenion fallen upon 
the Jews, and distressed them, for this man was Cleopatra's 
general over the soldiers she had there, and was at enmity 
with Herod, and very wistfully looked on to see what the 
event of the battle would be. He had also resolved, that in 
case the Arabians did any thing that was brave and success- 
ful, he would lie still, but that in case they were beaten, as 
it really happened, he would attack the Jews with those 
forces he had of his own, and with those that the country had 
gotten together for him 5 so he fell upon the Jews anexpect- 
edly, when they were fatigued, and thought they had already 
vanquished the enemy, and made a great slaughter of them ; 
for as the Jews had spent their courage upon their known 
enemies, and were about to enjoy tlimselves in quietness 
after their victory, they were easily beaten by those that at- 
tacked them afresh, and in particular received a great loss 
in places where the horses could not be of service, aad 
which were very stony, and where those that attacked them 
were better acquainted with the places than themselves. And 
when the Jews had suffered this loss, the Arabians rsdsed 
their spirits after their defeat, and returning back again slew 
those that were already pot to flight : and bdeed all «orts of 
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slaughter were now frequent^ and of those that escaped a 
few only returned into the camp. So king Herod, when he 
despaired of the battle, rode up to them to bring them assist- 
ance, yet did he not come time enough to do them cmy ser- 
vice, though he laboured hard to do it, but the Jewish camp 
was taken, so that the Arabians had unexpectedly a most glo- 
rious success, having gained that victory which of themselves 
they were no way likely to have gained, and slaying a great 
part of the enemies' army ; whence afterwani Herod could 
only act like a private robber, and make excursions upon 
many parts of Arabia, and distress them by sudden incur- 
sions, while he encamped among the mountains, and avoided 
by any means to come to a pitched battle, yet did he greatly 
harass the enemy by his assiduity, and the hard labour he 
took in this matter. He also took great care of his own 
forces, and used all the means he could to restore his affairs 
to their old state. 

2. At this time it was that the fight happened at Actium^ 
between Octavius Caesar and Antony, in the *seventh year 
of the reign of Herod; and then it was also there was an 
earthquake in Judea, and such an one as had not happened 
at any other time, and which earthquake brought a great de- 
struction upon the cattle in that country. About ten thou- 
sand men also perished by the fall of houses ; but the army^ 
which lodged in the field, received no damage by this sad ac- 
cident. When the Arabians were informed of this, and when 
those that hated the Jews, and pleased themselves with, ag- 
gravating the reports, told them of it, they raised their spi- 
rits, as if their enemy's country was quite overthrown, and 
the men were utterly destroyed, and thought there now re- 
mained nothing that could oppose them. Accordingly, they 
took the Jewish ambassadors, who came to them, after all 
this had happened, to make peace with them, and slew them, 
and came with great alacrity against their army ; but the 
Jews durst not withstand them, and were so cast down by the 
calamities they were under, that they took no care of their 
affairs, but gave up themselves to despair, for they had jio 
hope that they should be upon a level with them again in bat- 
tles, nor obtain any assbtance elsewhere, while their affairs 
at home were in such great distress also. When matters 

• The reader is here to take notice, that ihis seventh year ot the 
reign of Herod, and all the other years of his reign, in Josephus, are 
dated from the death of Antigonus, or at the soonest from the conquest 
of Antigonus, and the taking of Jerusalem a few months before, and 
never from his first obtaining the kingdom at Rome above three years 
before, as some have very weakly and injqdiciously done. 
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were in this condign, the kmg persuaded the commanders 
by his words, and tried ^o raise their spirits, which were 
quite sunk; and first he mdeavoured to encourage and em- 
bolden some of the better sort beforehand, and then ventur- 
ed to make a speech to the multitude, which he had before 
avoided to do, lest he should find them uneasy thereat,. be- 
cause of the misfortunes which had happened ; so he made 
a consolatory speech to the multitude, in the manner follow- 
ing: 

3. " You are not unacquainted, my fellow-soldiers, that 
we have had not long since many accidents that have put a 
stop to what we are about, apd it is probable that even thosd 
that are most distinguished above others for their courage^ 
can hardly heep up their spirits in such circumstances, but 
since we cannot avoid fighting, and nothing that hath hap- 
pened is of, such a nature but it may by yourselves be re* 
covered into a good state, and this by one brave action only 
well performed, I have proposed to myself both to give you 
some encouragement, and^ at the same time^ some informal 
tion, both which parts of my design will tend to this, point, 
that you may still continue in your own proper fortitude. I 
will then, in the drst pjace, demonstrate to you, that this 
War is a just one on our side, and that on this account it is a 
war of necessity, and occasioned by the injustice of our ad- 
versaries, for if you be once satisfied of this^ it will be ft 
real cause of alacrity to you ; after which, I will farther de- 
monstrate, that the misfortunes we are under, are of no great 
codsi^Uencei and that we have the greatest reason to hope 
for victory* I shall begin with the first, and appeal to your- 
selves as witnesses to what I shall say* You are not igno- 
rant certainly of the wickedness of the Arabians, which b to 
that degree as to appear incredible to all other men, and to 
include somewhat that shows the grossest barbarity and ig- 
norance of God. The chief things, wherein they have af- 
fronted us, have arisen from c^vetousness and envy, and they 
have attacked us in an insidious manner, and on the sudden. 
A|}d what occasion is there for me to mention many instances 
of such their procedure? When they were in danger of 
losing their own government of themselves, and of being 
slaves to Cleopatra, what others were they that freed them 
from that fear? for it was the friendship that I had with An- 
tony, and the kind dbposition he was in towards us, that 
hath been the occasion that even these Arabians have not 
been utterly undone, Antony being unwilling to undertake 
any thing which might be suspected by us of unkindness : 
but when he had a mind to bestovr some parts of each of out 
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dominions on Cleopatra, I also managed that matter so, that 
by giving him presents of my own, I might obtain a security 
to both nations, while I undertook myself to answer for the 
nioney, and gave him two hundred talents, and became sure- 
ty for those two hundred more which were imposed upon the 
land that was subject to this tribute : and this they have de- 
frauded us of, although it w^s not reasonable that Jews should 
pay tribute to any man living, or allow part of their land to 
be taxable ; but although that was to be, yet ought we not to 
pay tribute for these Arabians, whom we have ourselves pre- 
served ; nor is it fit that they, who have professed, and that 
with great integrity and sense of our kindness, that it is by 
our means that they keep their principality, should injure us, 
and deprive us of what is our due, and this while we have 
been still not their enemies but their friends. And whereas 
observation of covenants takes place among the bitterest ene- 
mies, but among friends, is absokitety necessary, that is not 
observed among these o^en, who think gain to be the best of 
all things, let it be by any means whatsoever, and that injus- 
tice is no harm, if they may but get money by it : is it, there- 
fore, a question with you, whether the unjust are to be pu- 
nished or not? when God himself hath declared his mind 
^hat so it ought to be, and hath con^manded that we ever 
should hate injuries and injustice, which is not only just but 
necessary in wars between several nations ; for these Ara- 
))ians have done what both the Greeks and Barbarians own 
to be an instance of the grossest wickedness, with regard to 
pur ambassadors which they have beheaded, while the 
tireeks declare that such ambassadors are *sacred and invio- 
lable. And for ourselves, we have learned from God the 
most excellent of otir doctrines, and the most h^ly part of 
our law, by angels, or ambassadors; for this name brings 
God to the knowledge of mankind, and is sufficient to recon- 
cile enemies one to another. What wickedness then can be 
greater than the slaughter of ambassadors f who come to 
treat about doing what is right : and whei) such have been 
their actions, how is it possible they can cither live securely 
in common life, or be successful in war ? In my opinion this 
is impossible : but perhaps some will say, that what is holy, 
and what is righteous, is indeed on our side, but that the 
Arabians are either more courageous, or more numerous thau 
we are. Now as to this, in the first place, it i^ not fit for us 

* Herod says here, tlrdt as iunhoiaadori were sacred when they car- 
ried messages to others, so did the laws of the Jews derive a sacred au- 
Iborlty by being delivered from God by angeU [or dmnt ambastadors] 
which is St Paul's espressloD about the same laws, Gd, iL 19. Heb. H. SL 
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to say so, for with whom is what is righteous, with them is 
God himself: now where God is, there is both maltitude and 
courage. But to examine our own circumstances a little, we 
were conquerors in the first battle; and when we fought 
again, they were not able to oppose us, but ran away, cmd 
could not endure our attacks, or our courage; but when we 
had conquered them, then came Athenion, and made war 
against us without declaiing it : and pray, is this an instance 
of their manhood ? or is it not a second instance of their 
wickedness and treachery ? Why are we therefore, of less 
courage, on account of that which ought to inspire us with 
stronger hopes ? And why are we terrified at these, who, 
when they fight upon the level, are continually beaten, and 
when they seem to be conquerors, they gain it by wicked- 
jaess? And if we suppose that any one should deem them to 
be men of real coun^, will not he be exdted by that very 
consideration to do his utmost against them ? for true valour 
is not shown by fighting against weak persons, but In being 
able to overcome the most hardy. But then, if the dis- 
tresses we are ourselves under, and the miseries that have 
come by the earthquake, hath affrighted any one, let him con- 
sider, in the first place, that this very thing will deceive the 
Arabians, by their supposal that what hath befallen us is 
greater than it really is. Moreover, it is not right4hat the 
same thing that emboldens them should discourage us ; for 
these men, you see, do not derive their alacrity from any 
advantageous virtue of their own, but from their hope, as to 
us, that we are quite cast down by our misfortunes : but when 
we boldly march against them, we shall soon pull down their 
insolent conceit of themselves, and shall gain this by attack- 
ing them, that they will not be so insolent when we come to 
the battle, for our distresses are not so great, nor is what hath 
happened an indication of the anger of €rod against us, as 
some imagine, for such things are accidental, and adversities 
that come in the. usual course of things : and if we aUow that 
this was done by the will of God, we must allow that it is 
now over by his will also, and that he is satbfied with what 
hath already happened, for had he been willing to afflict us 
still more thereby, he had not changed his mind so soon. 
And as for the war we are engaged in, he hath himself de- 
monstrated, that he is willing it should go on, and that he 
knows it to be a just war ; for while some of the people in 
Ihe country have perished, all you who were in arms have 
suffered nothing, but are all preserved alive; whereby God 
makes it plain to us, that if you had universally, with your 
chil()rep and wives, been in tb^ army, it had come to pass 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Cbip.F. OF THE JBWS. 217 

lliat you had not imc^fgoi^ any tbinf that 't^M, have nvidi 
liurt you. Consider these thuigs^ and wha^ is moce than 
all the rest, that yoii have God at all times /or your protee* 
tor: and prosecute three men with a just bravery , who, in 
point of friendship, ar^unjust, in their battles p^^dtous, to- 
wards ambassadors umpiAiSy and always inlerior to y6u in 
valour.'^ * 

4» When 4he Jews beard this speach^ they were much 
raised in their minds, and more disposed to fight than before. 
So Herod, when he iiad ^oieiied the sacrifices appointed hy 
the law, made baste, ^md-^tool^ |hem> and iml them against the 
Arabians : and, i|» order t«tihat, passed over Jordan, and pitch* 
ed his camp near to that of ^e enen{y» fie also thought fit 
to seize upon a certaia castlf that lay in the midst of them, 
ms hoping 'A would fafe for his advantage, and wov^d^jbe sooner 
pvodnce a ba^Je, ai^d that If thefe were occa^on for del«y, 
he should by it hsive his cfmp fojFtiAed : and as the Arabians 
had the same intentian^^ upon^at place, a contest arose about 
iti; at first they w^r# but d^irmishes, ai^er wbich tbere^ame 
mcire soldiers, and it proVid a sort of i^ght, andi^qme fell on 
both sides,4ill thoaf of the Arabian side we»e beaten, and re- 
tr^ttld. This wHs no small encotlragement to^the Jews im- 
mediately; and when Herod^obsei^v^ that th^e*hemies' ar- 
my wi!!re4ispose^ to any thing rather than to come to an en- 
gagement, he< ventured bbldly to attempt the bdhvark itself, 
and to puH it to pieces, ^d so'|p get- nearlrtcftheiF camp, in 
order to fight them ; for^when they were forced out of their 
trenches, thiey .i^^nt ouf in disoider, and* had not the least 
alacrity, or hope of^victory ; yetdldthey^fi|ght hsff^ohand, be- 
cause they wm-e more in number thanj^e Jews, and because 
they were in such a disposition of war that they were uiJ6er 
aneci«sity of coming oi^ boldly :»so they came to at^ri- 
ble.4>attkr, while not* a few feU on eaich siOe^ Hawever, at 
length^lhe Arabians fled ; add so gjireat a slaughter wa$ macte 

i-Z . .-...-, . , —:.,-: . . 

* This prece of re1%|on; the sapnlicating Gqd with fftcrtfic^s, by H«- 
irdd, bSifpre he weat^-to tiii^ fight withtbe ^rabiansi taken notice of alio 
In the first book of the War> thap. xix. § 6. vol. v.Ms worth reaiarklji|;, 
because it ts tlbo only eiample of this natunp) spfar asl^emember^ that 
Jolephu!^' ever mentions liHdll his large and fiartfciilar /iccounts of this 
Herod : and it was when he bad been in mighty distress, and discduraged 
bf a matolereaf of iiis former aruiyi and by a very peat eartbqaalEa 
in Jndea, such times of affliction malcing men most religious ; oor was 
hfi disappointed of his hopes here^ but iqunediately gained a most signal 
victory over the Arabians, while they who Just before had bean so great 
victors, and so much elevated up0n the earthquakein Judea', as to vcn- 
tare to slay the Jewfsb a^pbassador, were now nnder a strange coaster* 
nalioD, and hardly able to fight at ^1. . 

VOL. UI. T 
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upoa t&eir ^im ronnted^hat they w^Fo^oot only killed by 
their eoemieis^ but became die aathot-s of their own death 
also, and were trodderf domi by (he multitude, and the great^ 
current of* people in disoi-der, and were destroyed by their 
own armour; so five thousand hieA liiy dead upon the spot^ 
while the rest of the multitude soon ran within the bulwark 
\ioT safety,] but had no firm hope of safety, by aeason of their 
want of necessaries, «nd especially of water. The Jews per- 
iled thent; but could fK>t get in with, them, but sat round 
about the bulwark, and watched any assistance that would 
get in to them, aad prevented any there that had a mind to 
it| from running away. 

5. « When the Arabians wer%in th^^le circumstances^ they 
sent ambassadors to Herod, in the first place, to propose terms 
of accomvodalioD, and after that to o^erjiim, so gressing was 
thdr thirst upon them, to undergo ni^tsoever he pleased, if 
he would free them from tfaair present distress: but he would 
admit of no ambassadors, of no price; of redemption, nor of 
any other modibate terms^ whatever^ beiig very desirous to 
revenge thoie unjust actions whiitfi they had been guilty of 
towards his nation. So they were necessitated 1j^ other 4bo^ 
tives, and particularly by their thirsf,^ c#me out, andl.4f^- 
ver themselvis up to him, lb lie carried away captives ; and 
in five days' time, the *number of four thfl||?attd w^re^taken 
prisoners, HhWe^ M the rest resolved to make a sally .upoa 
-their ene«ies,:^drh> fight itu>ut with them, ahooslng rather, 
if so it must be, to die therein^ thaQ to perish gradually and 
inglor^udy. When they had taken ifai^, res^ation, they 
<^me out of tHeir tn^nches, b6t could no way sustain the fight, 
being too nmch disabled both in mind and body, and hiaving 
not room to'ex^t themselves, and thought it an advantage to 
be Jdlled, ami a misery lno/sifrvive^ so at tbe first onaet^there 
f^ll abou^i^ven thousand of them,* after which strol^ JLhey 
let all the courage they had p^t on* beUfrCf fall, aiyl stood 
amazed at Herod's ^aHike spirit un^er his own calamities : 
$0, for the future, they jrielded, and mad^ him. ruler of >the& 
nation ; whereiip^ he was gt^tly elevated at so seasOnaMe 
a success, and returned home, taking great authority upon 
him, on account pf so bpld md glorious an expedition a^e 



y Google 



Gkap. FL OF ^B* it^fd. ft%9 

• CHAP. VI. * * 

How Jferodslew Hyreftnm^ and thm hasted fOJoay to Ccesar 
pbtained the kingdom from htm fmo ; and how, a Hitle^hile 
afterimrd^ he entertained Ccesar in a m^st honourable 

mcmner, . ' 

If . • ' 

.§1. HfEOD^ Other affairs irere now Vbry prosperous: 
and Iffe waf^ot t* be easily assaulted on arijr side. Y^ did 
thfere eSine upon him^ danger thgt would hazard his esiare 
dominions, after >Antofty had %een beaten at the* battle of 
l^ctium (fy Caesar fOctavfiimjf for at that tkhe, both He- 
fod's enemi^and mends despaired "Of bis affairS; forit was 
ndt probable that he would remain t^thout ptini^meht, who 
bad showe<f*s^B(ldi Tri6ndshi|) for j^ntcmy. So i^happen^d^ 
thatliis *fnen4s despaired, and had j^ iio^Cs of his escape 
but pr his enemies, they ftll outwasdl^ appearecf to be trou- 
blfed at his case, but were privately very glad of it, as hoping 
to obtains changS fpr the better. As for fl^rod himself, he 
saw Ithat tl^ep^ was no one* ofroyak dignity left* but Hyr- 
canos^ and tfaereTore he thSught,it would fa^ for his adi^an^age 
not to suflferiikn to bef an obstacl^n his way afty longer ; fo;* 
that in case he himself survived, and etcaped the danger he 
Was iri,^ Hfe tlumght it the safest way to put k out of tlw *power 
of such a mdh to mbhfp any attempt atainst lrim,dt suchl^func» 
tures of affairs, as* was more^M^orth^wthe kingdom than him- 
self: and in ckse lie should be skin by Caesar, liis' envy 
prdlApted him to desire to slay him %af would otherwise be 
king after him. ^••t. . t^ ' 

^. ,While ftei'dd h0 these thil^fs in hisf^nind, th^rc was^a 
certaiif pccason afforded hiln^yfor liyrcanus Was ofc so mild 
a temper, both therAnd at .otheiytimes, that1i#xlesii^d not to 
tneddle withlf>ubl«c affairs, noiot« concern himself with inno- 
Vations,^but left £^11 , to fortjme, an^ contented himself with 
t^haf tliSt df&rd^d him : H)ut Alexandra [his daughter] was a 
loverof strife, and ^as exceeding Qelhrous** of a change of 
the government, and spake t« tier fathtr not to b^i'fbr ever 
Hc«Dd's iiQurious trea||M;p^f their family, but to anticipate 
lhei» futur^ h«{i^, as ^^afely might ;' and desivMi him to 
W9t¥ about t^iose matters t# Malchus, who was then goveN 




Clbsar's epmi^ib h^, they shoutd t^en be the on]^ persobs 
that coul^ake the government |md this b^th on account of 
the royal family^ they* were of, and o0 account o^tli^ good 
dliposition of the moltituae to tbem.** While she used these 
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per8uasitfi9 Hjrrcaiius pat .of Ivor suit; bat as sl|e sliowedi 
that she was a woMaOyand a^ootentiuas woman too^and would 
not de$i^t ^ber oigbt oa^day^ut woidd always be speaking 
to htm about those matti»»y and about Herod^^ treacherous 
designs^ she aft tast prevailed with hiin<to entrust Dositheus, 
one of his frie/K{% with a letter, M^reln his resolution was 
declared: and^ ilesired the Arabian governor t« send to 
him ^some* horiemeuy wftio should receive bii%^nd. cenduct 
him to the lake Aspludtites, which b ^om the botindk of Je* 
rusalem three l^undred furloiMs; anc^he d)d^ therefore, trusi 
Dositheus* wiUi Aus letter, l}ec^e he was a careftil lUtead^ 
ant pn'hiin. and on^l^xandra, and bad no small occaaions to 
bear ill^i!ito flerad ; for he was a kinsman, of one Jos^^ 
whoqi be ,had slain, a»d a brother oF thfos^^hat were Ibiw 
merly^slain at Tyo^, by; Antony ; yet could not these motivei 
ihduce Ddsitheus t6 §^ve Hyrcanus in this affair, for prefer- 
ring the hopes he had from the present king to those he had 
from him, he gave Herod the letter. ^ So he to^k .h^ kind- 
ness in g^ part, andbid him besidesjdo wJba^heJ^cl already 
done, tjiat b, go 09 in serving him, by rolling up (he epbtl^ 
and scaling it^again, and dalrvgring.it to Malchus, and then to 
bring b^ck his lettei^in answer to it, fqr it would be much 
better if he ^;ould know Mal<^us'^ hitentions alao^. And 
when Dositheus was v«ry>i^ady tcvserve^hiih 4n this point 
also, tl^ Arabian governor returned bacfejor aBswer^ibat 
he would receive Hyrcanus, and all that- should com? with 
fakn, and eves, all the^ewsths^l were of his party :/tha(t he 
would moreover send fboces sufiEici^at-to securcuthe&i in theb 
jqurney} and thaV he sfaoqld be in no want of any thiag he - 
should desire* Q^w as soonas^Herod liad receive^«h& le^ 
^r, he hnmed^atelykSent foe jHyrcanus,«tnd qaestion#cf him 
about the league hejiad m^de jrith Malchus ^^Sad when he 
deified ity he ^hoo^d hk'letter -to the saqhedlNO), and put the 
man to death hnmediately: * T - *• - • -t « 

3. And this Account we give the reader^ 'a^ it b ijontuncft 
in the cpmmentajries qf. king JFt^rod : but 6ther histcNrians do 
not agree with them, for the^ su|^ose^hat ^erod chd no^^d^ 
but rather^tiae this an occa^oi^for tmis puiting him to death, 
and thatlby treacherously laying a snare fof hun ; for thttrde 
they . write :. ^at Herod asid be n^ere once at a treat,. ^dwtt 
Herod had given no occasion losusp^t[^hat h^wasdbflleas- 
ed 1^ him,] but pi^ thb <|uestion*to H^candS/ Wkether h» 
bad received any letters .from Malchus?- and when he^a*- 
swered, that he had received letters^bAt thljsi of sakuadoa 
onLyj^^nd when he «sked nUrther, whether ^he had not re-^ 
ceived ttny presents from him ? aiti When hf'replied^ thatjhc 
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had received no more than, four^ horses to ride on, which 
Blalchtis had swit him ; and they pretend thtfl Herod charg- 
ed these upon him as ttie crimes oi briher^r and treason, and 
gave order that he should b^led atv^y ftnd slain. And in or- 
der to demonstrate that he had been gjoiihy Sf no offence, 
when he was thus broughlMo ^is, end, thejrilleged how mild 
his temper had^en, and thaf eveif in his youth he had never 
given any demonstration of boldness or rashness^and that th^ 
case was the same w^<jii became to be king; but that fie 
even then committed the mans^etoent o^he greatest part oC 
public affairs to. Anti|)&ter; and ^Herod's government was in 
a secure state. Healso came aver Euphrates, and left Ihose 
who greatly . honoured h!ni4>ey0nd that river, though He 
were to be entirely under" Herod's government, and that it 
wa^s a most incredible thing that he should lenterprise any 
thing by w^y of innovation, and not at all agreeable to his 
temper, but that this was a plot of Hierod's own contrivance. 
4. And this was the fal&4)f Hyrcanus ; and thtls did he 
end hit life, after he had endured 'Various and manifold turns 
0^ fortune in his life^tiiie; for he %a^Biade high-priest of 
the Jewish nation lb the beginning of ^s mother Alexandra's 
reign^ who* fteld th<B ffovernfhedt »ine years; and when, 
Hfter hit mother's death, he took the kingdom himself, and 
held it three months, he lost it by means of his brother 
Aristobulu^ He was thenr restomd by Pompey, and' receiv- 
ed iiM sorts 6$.' honour f%>m him^ and eiijtxyed them forty 
years; but when he was%gatn deprived- by Antigonus, and 
.. was ma^eiTn the body, he was made a etfttive JjrHhe Par- 
thians^ and thence retm^od home agahi IroeV some time^ on 
aiftquntf'of tlkie- hopes that Herod had given him;; none of 
which came to pass accc^ding t(^lli& expectation, but be 
stHL^^conflicted with many misfo^^es^hroughAthe ' whole 
.course of his ijfe; and whit was the heaviest calamity' of all^ 
a^ wji^have rela^d already, be csLm^ te an end which was 
- qodesel'ved by him. Hisf character Appeared to be that of a 
ihaifof a mild and. moderate-dllposttion, and suffered the acl- 
".inimstration of aQ^urs lo*he ^ generaSy doi^e b)r others under 
hmu' H<e was averse to much meddHng xvMi the public, nor 
>bad shrewdness enough to^ovent a kingdom :^d b^tfa Anti- 
. ^^K'* ^^ Herod came It their greatne^ by reason of his 
' fffiHi^essy^nd at last he met with SOfth an etd from them as 
wa& not c^reeable either to jiotice or piety t • 

, 5. NoW'Herod, a& sooaas be-hsrtt |Mit Hyrcanus out of the 
way, nfSule haste to Caesar; aad }>ecai^e he could not have 
any hopes of kindness from hiiai on account of the frieiidship 
he had for Aolony^ he had a suspicion of Alexandra^ lest rixe 
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should take this opportuiCity- to^ bring^he multitnde to revolt, 
and iDtrodace H sedition iofo the affiurs of the kingdom ; so he 
committed th(e cflle of eiery thing t6 hb brother Pheroras, 
and placed his mother Cj^ros, sfhd his sister [Salome J and 
the whode ianSily al^Mtssada, an4 gave h]^ a chai^, that if 
he should hear any sad news aboul him^ he shotddtake care 
of the government : bot a» to Mari^jome bis^ife, because of 
the misundeurstanding between her and his sist^t, and his sis- 
ter's mother, which made it impossiMi for them to live toge' 
ther, heiplaced her At Al^sandrium, with Alexandra her mo- 
thery and l^t his treasurer Joseph, Snd Sohemus of Itorca, 
to t^e care of that fortress. These two had been -very 
faithful to him from the tM^gkuiing, and were now left as a 
guard to the women. .^ They also had it in ch«ge^«bat if they 
should hear aay mi^hief had be^Uen h1m> they should kill 
them both, and, as far as they were able, to preserve the 
kingdom for his sons, and for bis brother Pheroras. 

6. When he -had given them this charge, he made haste to 
Rhodes, to meet Caesar; and when he hsbd sailed to that city, 
he took off his diadafti, but remittechiothing else of his ust^ 
dignity : and when, u|#n bis mee^ng himf he desired that he 
would let him speak t#"him^he therfrtn exbil^ited a enueh 
more noble specimetvof a great soul, for he did net^betake 
himself to supplications, as men usually do upon such occa- 
sions, nor ofl^r him kny petition, as if he wereyi offender, 
but ailer an un4aiinted" manner, gghre an account of whlie he 
bad dene; for he*s{>ake thus to Caesar, that ^' he had the 
greatest Q^ndshij^for Antony, and did ^very tning'he could 
thathe might attahfthe govemmeMi^* that he was^AHmdeed 
in the army with him, because fhe-Arabians hMtf veftMbfta, 
bat that he had sent Wniihoth nfliney and corn, which iha 
but too little in con^ariftoA of what ne ought to have^Johe 
for him; fqr, 1^9 man owns himself to be iHipthfr's trtend, 
and kiv^y^s him to be a binefector,"hei>is Q)[>lige(fto ^fm^ 
every thing, to use every ftwri^y of h\» soul, evety oSerobef * 
of his body, and all thewemb lie hath, fp9 hup, in whtcfa I 
confess I havelbeeo too deficient, however/ f am conscAjis 
to myself, that so^/ar I have^on^ rigKt, that I 4iaye notJfe- 
setted him upbfk his defeat lat Ac#nm: nor Bpon the^Tidenf* 
change of his fortune, have I transferred my hopes from hii ft|oi , 
another, but have presii'ved myself, thouelf nof as ^a valvCfle 
fellow-soldier,^ certainly as a faithMoounsellAtrto AnSo-- 
By, when I demonstrared* to him^that the only 4^y that he 
had to save himself, and upt to lose all his authori^i^as to 
day Cl^ppatra^ ^r when she was ^e dead, there wooldte 
room for him to r^tam h» authority, and rather to briog Aee 
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to make a compoakion with him, than to oontinire at enmity 
any longer. None of which ad^ces would he attend to^ but 
preferred his own rash resolutions before them, wiiich have 
happened unprofitably for him, but prc^ably for thee. Now, 
'therefore, in case thou determinest about me, and my alaeri- 
ty in serving Antony^ according to thy anger at him, I«wn 
there is no room for me to deny what I have done, nor willl 
be ashamed to own, and that publicly too, that I had a great 
kindness for him: but if thou wiltpnt him out of the case, 
and only examine how I behave myself to my benefactors in 
general, and what a sort of friend I am, thou wih find by ex« 
perience that we shall do and be the same to thyself, for it is 
bat changing the names, and the firmness of friendship, that 
we shall bear to thee, will not be disapproved by thee/^ ' 

7. By this speech, and by his behaviour, which showed 
'Caesar the frankness of his mind, he gready gained upon 
him, who was himself o^ a generous and magnificent temper, 
insomuch that those very actions, wnich were the foundation 
of the accusation against him, procured him Qatar's good- 
will. Accordingly, he restored him hb diadem again ; and 
encouraged him to exhibit himself as great a friend to him- 
self as he had been to Ant<My, and then had him in great es- 
4eem. Moreover, he added this, that Quintus Didids had 
^tten to hhn, that Herod had very readily assisted hhn ia 
the afftiff^f the gladiators. So when he had obtained s«ieh 
a kind deception, and Jiad, beyosd all his hopes, procured his 
crown to be more entirely and ^mfy settled upon-^im th|Ch 
ever, by G^shr's donation, as wen as by that decree* of Ae 
Romans, which 'Csesar took care to procure (&t his gciater 
security, ne conducteil Cae^pon his way to Egypt, and made 
l^esfinft evea beyond his allllity, to botif hhn and hijs friends, 
and in gtnei^l bwiaved bimsel^ith great magnanimity, ^e 
alsadesired that Caetar^oald not put to death 0»ie Alexan- 
der, who had been a companion of^Ahtony's; but fJsesar had 
sworn 41b put him to death, ^fid solie cOuId not obt^ that his 
petition. And now he returned to Jndea again with grAer 
Jipnout^nd^ SKiSCirance than ever, and affrighted those that had 
expectation^ to the contrary, as ^^ill acquiring from his very 
ddhg^rs greater splendour than befcfe, by the favour of God 
to him. So he prepared for th9) reception •f Caesar, as he 
was going out*bf Syria to invade Egypt; and when he came, 
-he entertained him "at^tolemais with all royal magnificence. 
He also bestow^ presents on* the army, and brought them 
provisions in abundance. He aiSo proved to be one of Cae- 
sar's most coNial friends^ and. put thtf army in array, and 
rode along with Caesar, and Kad'tm'linndred and fifty men« 
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well appointed in all raspecto, a/ler a rieb and sumptuous 
manner, for the better reception of him and- his friends. He 
also provided them with what they should want, as they pass- 
ed over the dry desert, insoAuch that they lacked neither 
wine nor water, which last the soldiers stood in the gn^atest* 
nee|)of: and besides, he presented Csesar with eight hun- 
dred talents, and procured to himself the good-will of them 
all, because he was assisting to them in a much greater and 
more splendid degree than the kingdom he had obtained could 
s^ord, by which means he more and more demonstrated to 
CsBsar the firmness of his (Hehdship, and his readiness to as- 
sist him ; and what was of the greatest advantage to him was 
this, that his liberality came at a seasonable time also : and 
when they returned again out of Egypt, his assistances were 
no way inferior to the good offices he had formerly done 
them. 



CHAP. VIL 

Hthff Herod slew Sohemua^ and Mariamne, and qfterteard 
Alexandrajand Costoharusy^andhis moat intimate friends, 
and at iast the sons ofBaha also, 

^I. HowavBR, when he came into his kingdom again, he 
fotfnd his house all in disorder, ai&d his wife Mari^aunc, and 
her mother Alexan4ra, very uneasy; for, jis they su|ip0sed;^ 
what wa^ easy to be supposed,'that they were not |>ut into 
that. fortress [AlexandriumJ for the secury.of iheir persons, 
but ^ into €tgarrisQn foi: their imprisonment, and that Ifaey 
had no power over any thiqg, either of otbeap orH»f 'iheir own 
a(raii:s, they were very uneasy j^ and Mariamne, supppsing 
t&at the king's love to her w«s but hypocNticai, and rather 
pr«tended^9$ advant^g^uff to hhpself, t^an real,she look^tm 
it as fdJlacious. She ajsc^ w^ very much grieved that be 
\s;ouId not alk)w her any hopes oC surviving him,if h%should 
coiye to jmy harn^ himself. She abo/ecollected what com- 
n^^d^ heihad formerly given to Joseph, insbimiich tM^t she 
endeavour^ toT^please her keepers, and especially Sehemtxs, j 
-asweUappj-ised now all was in his power. And at the fii%t,8o- 
hemus was faithful to Herod, andjieglected none of the things 
li^'had' given him in chaige'^ but-when»the ^oqpra, by kind 
words, aiid libei*al presents, h^ gained his afifec^tions over to 
th^m, l^e was by degrees overcome, and at longth^ discovered 
-to»tbem all the kuig^s injunctions, and t^is on that aceount 
principally, that he did not so much as hope he would come 
back ^yith tli^ same aolbo^^ be had beiarej so that he 
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tfaougfat he diould both escape an j danger from himy and sup« 
posed that he did hereby much gratify the women, who were 
likely not to be overlooked in the settling of the government ; 
nay, that they would be able to make him abundant recom- 
pense, since they must either reign themselves, or be very 
near to him that should reigm He had a farther ground of 
^pe also, Ihat though Herod should have all ^e success he 
eoul<l wish for, and should return agaip, be could not contra* 
diet his mfe^in what,she desired, for h@ knew that the king's 
fondness for his wife ^as «inexpresnble. These were the 
n^ives that drew Sghemus to discover what injunctions had 
been givan him«i So Mariamne was greatly displeased to 
hear, that there ^m^ no end of the dangers she was under 
from Herod, and was greatly uneasy at it, and wished that he 
might obtain no favours [from Caesar,] and esteemed it almost 
an insupportable task to live with him any longer : and this 
she afterward openly declared, without concealing her re- 
■aenthient. 

2. And now Herod sailed home with joy, at the unexpect- 
ed -^ood success he had ha^ ; and went first of all, as was 
proper, to M» his wife, and told her, and her only, the good 
news, and preferring her before the rest, on account of his 
fondness for her, and the intimacy there had bef^n between 
Ihem, and saluted her; but so it happened, that as he told 
her of the good success he had had, she was so far from re- 
joicing at it, tHat she rather was sorry for it : nor was she 
able to conceal her resentments, but, depending on her dig* 
ility, and the hobility of her birth, in return Jor his saluta^ 
^wn§y she^ gave^ groan, and declared evidently that she ra- 
ther grieved tK^ rejoiced at his success, and this till Herod 
was disturbed ^ s^ her, as afifordhig him not <9nly marks of her 
suspiciop, bi^t evident sign^ of her dissatisfaction. This much 
troubled him, to see that this susprising haured of his. wife 
f> him was not concealed, buf open ; and he took thb so ill, 
and yet wa 
He had for 
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cUed himsl 
another, Ik 
entangled 
posed to i 
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3. When Herod's sister and mother perceived that he was 
fn this temper with regard to Mariamney they thought they 
had new got an excellent opportunity to exercise their hatreld 
ngaiast her, and provoked Herod to wrath, by telling hios 
such long stories and calumnies about her, as might at once 
excite his hatred and his jealousy. Now though he willingly 
enongh heard their words, yet bad not he courafpe enough tt 
do any thing to her, ^s iC he- believed them, but still he b^ 
came wovse and wArie dispfosedjo her, and tjies^ iH passions 
were more and more indaaied en -^b^th -sides, while she did 
not hide her dispositipn ^wa^ ds. iiim, a^kd bt ^firned his \^ye 
to her into wrath against .her* Bpt wheni^e ^as« just going 
to put this matter past aU remedy, he jieard the nejvs, that 
Caesar was the victor in tbe war, and that Anton^ and Cleo- 
patra were both dead, and that he had conquered l^pt, 
whereupon he made haste to go to meet Csesar, and left the 
affairs of his family in their present, state. However, Mari« 
amne recommended Sohemus to him, as he was setting dutoo 
his journey, and profossed that she owed him thanks for the 
care he had taken of her, and asked of the king for him a 
place in the government ; upon which an honourable employ- 
ment was bestowed upon him accordingly. Now when He* 
rod was come into Egypt, he was introduced to Caesar with 
great freedom, as already a friend of his, and received veiy 
great favours from him ; for he made him a present of those 
four hundred Galatians who had beenf^leoptftra's guards, and 
restored that country to him again, which, by her means, bad 
been taken away from hhn He also added to 'his kingdpa, 
Gadara, Hippos, and Sainaria; and, beside^ (hose, the 4iiaci> 
time cities, Gaza, and^ Anthedon, and Jdppa, and^trato's 
Tower. '. • • 

4. Upon the§^ new itequisitions,hegrew more maffnificent^ 
and conducted C%sar ^s far as Antioch : but upon his returq, 
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«nd accordingly would behave herself after a saacy mannef 
to him, which yet heasually put off in a jesting way, and bore 
with moderation and good temper. She would also expos€|. 
his mother and his sister openly, on account of the meanness 
of their birth, and would speak unkindly of them, insomuch 
that there was before this a disagreement and unpardonable 
hatred among the women, and it was now come to greater re- 
proaches of one another than formerly, which suspicions in- 
creased, and lasted a whole year after Herod returned from 
Caesar However, these misfortunes, which had been kept 
under some decency for a great while, burst out all at once 
upon such an occasion as was now offered ; for as the king 
was one day* about noon, lain down on his bed to rest him^ 
be called for Mariamne, out of the great affection he had al- 
ways for her. * She came in accordingly, but would not lie 
down by him : and when he was very desirous of her com- 
pany, she showed her contempt of him; and added by way of 
reproach, that he had caused *her father and her brother to 
be slain. And when he took this injury very unkindly, and 
was ready to use violence to her in a precipitate manner, the 
king^s sister Salome, observing that be was more than ordina- 
rily disturbed, seilt in to the king his cup-bearer, who had been 
prepared long beforehand for such a design, and bid him tell 
the king how Mariamne had persuaded him to give his assist^ 
anee in preparing a love-potion for him. - And if he appeared 
to be* greatly concerned, and to ask what that love-potioil was ? 
to teli him that she had the potion, andfhat tie was desired only 
to give ft hkn : biA that in case he did iu>t i^ear t« be much 
concerned^t this potion, to let the thing drop, and that ifbe did 
so, no harm should thereby come to him. . When the had given 
him these instructions, she s^nt him in at this time to make such 
a speech. So he went in, after a compqsed manner, to gain 
credit to what he should say, and' yet somew4iat hastily, and 
suid, that ^^M^iriamne had given him presents, and persuad- 
ed him to givcf him a love-potion." And when this moved 
tl]e kfn^, he said, that *^^ this love*potion was a composition 
tbkt she had given him, whose effects he did not know, which 
was the reason- of his resolving to give him this information^ 
as the safest course he could take, both for himself and for 
^ , i.i^. I ■ ■ . I , > , ■ 

" WheresA Mariaoinfl is here repfesentod a$fetfroacfaing Herod with 
(be murder of her father [Alexaodar,] as well as her brother rAristobu- 
las J while it was her frandfatber I^rcanus* and not her father Alex, 
ander, whom he caased tobeslaiQ* )a4Josephu9hlinseif informs us, ch- 
vi. § 2,) we, mast either take Zonora's reading) which is here p'ondfa- 
ther rightly, or else we mast, as before, ch. i. { t. allow a slip of Jose* 
l4wi*s pen or memory in tbe place before ni . 
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Ae king.'' Wbai Herod beard what he said^and was in an 
iil dispositicm before, hia indignation grew mere violent ; and 
he ordered that eunuch of Mariamne's> who was most faithfi^ 
to her, to be brought to torture about this potion, as well 
knowing it was not posnble that any thing small or great could 
be done without him. And when the man was ui^er the ut* 
most agonies he could say nothing concerning the Uiing he 
was tortured about, but so far he knew that Mariamne^s hatred 
against him was occasioned by somewhat that ISohemus had said 
to her. Now, as he was saying this, Herod cried out aloud^ 
and said, that ^* Sohemus, who had been at all other times 
most faithful to him, and to his government, would not have 
betmyed what injunctions he had given htm, uftless he hdtd 
had a nearer Conversation than ordinary with Mariamne.'' 
So he gave order that Sohemus should be seized on, and 
slain immediately ; but he allowed his wife to take her trial : 
and got togetlier those that were most faithful to him, and 
laid an elal:^rate accusation against her for this love>potion 
and composition, which had been charged upon her by way 
of calumny only. However, he kept no temper in what he 
said, and was in too great a passion for judging well about 
this matter. Accordingly, when the court was at length sa- 
tisfied that he was. so resolved, they passed the sentence of 
death upon her ; but when the sentence was passed upon 
her, this tcoAper was suggested by himself, and by some others 
of th€ court, that she shoukTnot be thus hastily put to d^th^ 
but be laid in prison in one of the fortresses belonging to the 
kingdom x'but Salonie and lier party laboured harcHo havQ 
the woman put to death ; and they prevailed wittk the Jcing to 
do sp,and ackised this out 6f caution, lest the multitude shmild 
foe tumultuous^ if she were suffered to live : and thus was 
Mariamne led to execution. *. 

5. When Alexandra observed how things Went, and that 
there were small hopes^ that %he herself should escape the 
like treatment from Herod, shechanged her behaviour to quite 
the reverse of what might have been expected from frer 4br- 
mer boldness ; and this after a very indecent manner; for oiit 
df her desire to show how entirely ignorant she was of the 
crimes laid against Mariamne, she leaped out of her place, 
and reproached her daughter, in the hearing of all the peo- 
ple; and cried out, that << she had been an ill woman, and 
ungrateful to her husband, andthat her punishment cafne just- 
ly upon her, for such her insolent behaviour, for that she hod 
not made proper returns to him who had been ^eir coipmon 
b(»iefactor»" And when she had for some time acted after 
this hypocritical manner, and had been so outrageoua as to 
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lear her bair, this indecent and dissembling behaviour, as 
'VfBs to be expected, was greatly condemned by the rest of 
the spectators, as it was principally by the poor woman who 
was to suffer ; for at the first she gave her not a word, nor 
was discomposed at her peevishness, and only looked at h^r, 
yet did she out of a greatness of soul discover her concern for 
lier mother's offence, and especially for her exposing herself 
in a manner so unbecoming her ; but as for herself, she went 
to her death with an unshaken firmness of mind, and without 
dianging the colour of her face, and thereby evidently disco- 
vered ,the nobility of her descent to the spectators even in 
the last moments of her life. 

6. And thus died Mariamne ; a woman of an excellent cha* 
racter, both for chastity, and greatness of soul ; but she want- 
ed moderation, and had too much of contention in her nature, 
yet had she all that can be said in the beauty of her body, 
and her m^estic appearance in conversation : and thence 
arose the greatest -part of the occasions why she did not prove 
so agreeable to the king, nor live so pleasantly with him, as 
she might otherwise have done ; for while she was most indul- 
gently used by the king, out of his fondness for her, and did 
not expect that he could do any hard thing to her, she took 
too unbounded a liberty. Moreover, that which most afflict- 
ed her was, what he had done to her relations, and she ven- 
tured to speak of all they had sufiered by him, and at last 
greatly prpvoked both the king's mother, and sister, till they 
loecame enemies to her; and even he faims^f also did the 
same, on whom alone she depended for her expectations of 
escaping the last of punishments. 

7. But when she was dnce dead, the king's affections for 
her Were kindled in a -more outrageous manner than before, 
whose old passion for her we have already described ; for 
iiis love to her was not of a cakn nature, nor such as we usu- 
ally meet with . among other husbands, for at its commence- 
ment it was of the enthusiastic kind, nor was it by their long 
cohabitation and free conversation together, brougl^t under 
his power to manage ; but at this time his love to Mariamne 
seemed to seize him in sucb a peculiar manner, as looked 
like divjne vengeance upon him, for the taking away her lifcy 
£or he would frequently call for her, and frequently lament 
for her in a most indecent manner. Moreover, he bethought 
him of every thing he could make use of to divert his mind 
fi-om thinking of her, and contrived feasts, and assemblies, 
for that purpose, but nothing would suffice j he therefore 
%id aside the administration of public afiairs, and was so far 
conquered by his pfission^ that he wooLd order his ser^^antsto 

vo». ux. U 
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eall for MiffittDiie) aaif she were ati^aUve^ and could atiU 
bear them. And when he was in this way^ there arose a pes- 
tilential ctiaease, and carried off the greatest part of the mul- 
^ude, and of lus best and most esteemed friends, and made 
M men su^>ect that this distemper was brought upon . them 
by the ai^er of God, for the injustice that had been done to 
Mariamne. This circumstance affected the king still more, 
tilli^ length he forced himself to go into desert places, and 
there, under pretence of going a hunting, bitterly afflicted him- 
self; yet had be not borne his grief there many days before he 
fell into a most dangerous distemper himself: he had an in- 
flammation upon him, and a pain in the hinder part of his- 
head, joined witti n^Kiness; and for the remedies that 
were used, they did him no good at all, but proved contrary 
to hb case, and so at length brought him to desp^r. All the 
physicians also that^w^re about him, partly because the me- 
dicines they brought for his recovery could not at all conquer 
^e disease, and partly because his diet could be no other 
than what his disease inclined hiip to, desired him to eat 
whatever he had a mind to, and so left the small hopes they 
had of his recovery in the power of that diet, and committed 
him to fortune. And thus did his 4istemper go on, while he 
was at Samaria, now called Seha9te> 

3# Now Alexandra abode at this time at Jerusalem, and 
being informed what condition Herod was in, she endeavour^ 
ed to get possession of the fortified places that were about the 
city, which were twoj the one belonging to the city itself, the 
other belonging to the temple; and those that^ouid get them 
into their hands had the whole nation under thdr power, for 
without the command of them it was not possible to, offer 
their sacrifices ; and to think of leaving off those sacrifices, 
is to every Jew plainly impossible, who are still more ready 
to lose their lives than to leave off that divine worship which 
they have been wont to pay unto God. Alexandra, therefore, 
discoursed with those that had the keeping of these strong 
holds, that tt was proper for them to deliver the same to her, 
and to Herod's sons, lest, upon his death, any other person 
should seize upon the government ; and that upon his reco- 
very^ none could keep them more safely for him than those of 
his own family. These words were not by them at all taken in 
good part; and as they had been in former times faithful [to 
Herod,] they resolved to continue so now more than. ever, 
both because they hated Alexandra, and because they thought 
tt a sort of impiety to despair of Herod's recovery while he 
was yet alive, for they had been his old friends ; and one of 
Ijj^qpi If hose name was Achiabuz, was jbis coiiisin-german. 
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l%ey sent messengers, Uiefeibre, to acquaint Urn witii Alex^* 
andra's design ; so he made no longer delay, but gave orders 
to have her slain ; yet was it still with diffictdty, and alter 
he had endured ^reat pain, that be got dear of his distemper 
He was stiH soHly afflicted both in mind and body, and made 
very uneasy, and readier than ever upon all occasions to in- 
flict punishment upon those that fell under his hand. He 
also slew the most intimate of his friends, Costobarus, and Ly- 
simachus, and Oadias, who was also called Antipater ; as 
also Dositfaeus, and di^it upon the following occasion. 

9* Costobarus was an Idumean by birth, and one of princi- 
pal dignity among them, and one whose Ancestors had been 
priests to the Koze, whom the Idumeans had [formerly] es- 
teemed as a god ; but after Hyrcanus had made a change in 
their political government, and made them receive the Jew- 
ish customs and law, Herod made Costobarus governor of 
Idumea and Gaza, and gave him his sister Salome to wife ; 
and this was npon^ his slaughter of [his unde} Joseph, who 
had that government before, as we have related already. 
Wben Costobarus had gotten t© be so highly advanced, it 
pleased him, and was more than he hoped for,^ and he was 
more and more pufied up by his good success, and in a lit- 
tle while he exceeded all bounds, and did not think fit to obey 
what Herod, as their ruler commanded bim, or that ibe Idu- 
means should make use of the Jewish customs, or be subject 
to them. He therefore sent to Cleopatra, and informed her 
that the Idumeans had always been under his progenitors, 
and that for the same reason it was but just that she should 
desire that country for hin» of Antony, for that he was ready 
to transfer l»s friendship to her: and this he did, not beeanse 
he was better pleased to be under Cleopatra's government, 
but because he thought that, upon the diminution of Herod's 
power, it would not be difficult for him to obtain himself the 
entire government over the Idumeans, and somewhat more 
ako ; for he raised his hopes still higher, as having no small 
pretences, both by his birth, and by these riches, which he 
bad gotten by his constant attention to filthy lucre ; and ac- 
C(»rdingly, it was not a small matter that he aimed at. So 
Cleopatra desired his country of Antony, but failed of her 
purpose. An account of this was brought to Herod, who 
was thereupon ready to kill Costobarus, yet, upon the en- 
treaties oC his sister and mother, he forgave him, and vouch- 
safed to pardon him entirely, though he still had a suspicion 
of him afterward for this his attempt. 

10. But some time afterward, when Salome happened to 
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quarrel with Costobarus, she /sent him^ bill of divorce, and 
dissolved her marriage with him, though this waanot accord- 
ing to the Jewish bws, for with us it b lawful for an hus- 
band to do so, but a wife, if she departs from her husband^ 
cannot of herself be married to another, unless her former 
husband put her away. However, Salome chose to follow- 
not the law of her country, but the law of her authority, and 
Be renounced her wedlock ; and told her brother Herod, that 
she left her husband out of her good will to him, because 
she perceived that he, with Antipater, and Lysimachus, and 
Dositheus, were raising a sedition against him : as an evidence 
^Thereof, she alleged the case of the sons of Babas, that 
they had been by him preserved alive already for the inter- 
val of twelve years ; which proved to be true. But when 
Herod thus unexpectedly heard of it, he was greatly surpris- 
ed at it, and was the more surprised, because the relation 
appeared incredible to him. As for the fact relating to these 
sons of Babas, Herod had formerly taken great pains to bring 
them to punishment, as being enemies to las government, but 
they were now foi^otten by Jiim, on account of the length of 
time [since he had ordered them to be slain.] Now the 
cause of his ill-wiU and hatred to them arose hence, that 
while Antigonus was king, Herod, with his army, besieged 
the city of Jerusalem, where the distress and miseries endur- 
ed were so pressing, that the greater number of them invit- 
ed Herod into the city, and abready placed their hopes on 
him. NoW, the sons of Babas were of great dignity, and had 
power among the multitude, and were faithful to Antigonus, 
•and were always raising calumnie^against Herod, and encour^ 

* Here is a plain example of a Jewish lady giving a biU of divorce ttt 
her basband tnoagh in ttie days of Josepbus it was not by the Jews es- 
teemed lawful for a woman so to do. See the like.among the Parthian^ 
Antlq. B. xviii. oh iz. § 6 However* the Christian law, when it allow* 
ed divorce for adultery, Matt, v 32, allowed the innocent wife to divorce 
her guilty husband) as well asthe innocent husband to divorce bis guilty 
wife, as we learn from the shepherd Hermas, Mand, B. iv. ^andfrom the 
second apology of Justin Martyr, where a persecution was brought upo^ 
the Christians upon such a divorce ; and I think the Roman laws per* 
mitted it at the time, as well as the laws of Christianity. Kow this Ba* 
l^as, who was one .of the race of the Asmooeans or Maccabees, as the 
latter end of this section informs as, is related by the Jews, as Dr. Hud- 
son here remarks, to have been so eminently religions in the Jewish 
Mray, that, except the day following the 10th of Tisri, the great day ot 
atonement, when he seems to have supposed ^11 his sins entn«ly foi^r* 
en, he used every day of the whole year to offer sacrifice for his tim of 
ignorance, or such as he supposed^e had been guilty of, but. did no^ 
distinctly remember. See somewhat like it of Agrippa th^ Greati Alb 
tla- B. xix. cfi. m. § 3. vol. Ui. and Job 1. 4, 5. 
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aged the people to preserve the goirernment to that rojal 
family which held- it by inheritance. So these men acted 
thtis politically^ and, as they thought, for t^eir. own advan- 
tage ; but when the city was taken, and Herod had gotten 
the government into his hands, and Costobanis was appoint- 
ed to hinder men from passing out at the gates, and to guard 
the city, that those citizens that were guilty, and of the par- 
ty opposite to the king, might not get out of it, Costobarus 
being sensible that the sons of Babs^ were had in respect and 
honour by the whole multitude, and supposing that their pre- 
servation might be of great advantage to him in the changes 
of government afterward, he set them by themselves, and 
concealed them in his own farms; and when the thing was 
suspected, he assured Herod upon oath that he really knew 
nothing of that matter, and so overcame the suspicions that 
lay upon him; nay, after that, when the king had pub^ 
licly proposed a reward for the discovery, and hsfti put in 
practice all sorts of methods for searching out this maVcfi 
be would not confess it, but being persuaded, that when 
he had at first denied it, if the men were found, he should 
not escape unpunished, he was forced to keep them secret, 
not only out of his good-will to them, but out of a necessary 
regard to his own preservation also : but when the king knew 
the thing by his sister's information, he sent men to the 
places where he had the intimation they were concealed, and 
(ordered both them, and those that were accused as guilty 
with them, to be slain, insomuch that there were now none 
at all left of the kindred of Hyrcanus, and the kingdom 
was entirely in Herod's own power, and there was nobody 
remaining of such dignity as to put a stop to what he did 
against the Jewish laws. 

CHAP. vra. 

How ten men of the citizens [of Jerusalem'] made a conspira^ 
cy against Herod^for the foreign practices he had intro^ 
aucedy which was a transgression of the laws of their court" 
try. Concerning the building of Sebaste^nd Ctzsarect^ 
Olid other edifices of Herod. 

^ 1. On this account it was that Herod revolted from the 
laws of his country, and corrupted their ancient constitu* 
tion, by, the introduction of foreign practices, which consti- 
tution yet ought to have been preserved inviolable; by 
which means we became guilty of great wickedness after- 
Dwtrd, while those religious observances which used to leai 
U 2 
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the maltitude to piety^ were now neglected: for, in the first 
place, be appointed solemn games to be celebrated every 
fifth year, in honour of Caesar, and built a theatre at Jerusa- 
lem, as sdso a very great amphitheatre in the plain. Both 
of them were indeed costly works, but opposite to the Jew- 
ish customs ; for we have had no such shows delivered down 
to us as fit to be used or exhibited by us ; yet did he cele* 
brate these games every five years, in the most solemn and 
splended manner^ He also made proclamation to the neigh* 
bou^ngcountries, and called men together out of every na* 
tion. The wrestlers also, and the rest of those that strove 
for the prises in such gajmes, were invited out of every landj 
both by the hopes of the rewards there to be bestowed, and 
by the glory of victory to be tliere gained. So the princi- 
pal persons th^t were the most eminent in these sort of ex- 
ercises, Were gotten together, for there were very gr^at re- 
wards for victory proposed, not only to those that performed 
thf ir exercises naked, but to those that played as musicians 
also, and were called Thymelici ; and he spared no pains to 
induce all persons, the most famous for such exercises, tQ 
come to this contest for victory. He also proposed no small 
rewards to those who ran for the prizes in chariot races, 
when they were drawn by ^wo, or three, or four pair of 
iiorses. He ^o imitated every thing, though never so cost- 
ly or magnificent, in other nations, out of an ambition that 
he might give most public demonstration of bis grandeur. 
Inscriptions also of the great actions of Csesar, and trophies 
of tho^e nations which he hs^d conquered in his wars, and all 
made of the purest gold and silver, encompassed the thea- 
tre itself: nor was there any thing that could be subservient 
to his design, whether it were precious garments, or pre- 
cious stones set in order, which was not also exposed to sight 
in these games. He had also made a great preparation of 
wild blasts, and of lions themselves in great abundance, and 
of «uch other beasts as were either of uncommon strength, 
CMT of such a sort as were rarely seen. These were pre- 
pared either to fight with one another, or that men w^o were 
condemned to death were to fight with them. And truly fo- 
reigners were greatly surprised and delighted at the vastness 
of the expenses here exhibited, and at the great dangers that 
were here seen; *but to native Jews, tps was no better 

* These grand plays, and showsi and Thymdieii or music meetings^ 
and chariot races^when the chariots were drawn by two, three, orfiiwr 
pair of ho|^9, &e. instituted by Herod in bis theatres, were stiA, as we 
see here> loolced on by the sober Jews as heathenisfa sports^ «ad len^ag 
to corrupt the aanners of the Jewish nation, and toiirliig tbem into 
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than a dissolation of those customs for which they had s^ 
great a veneration! It appeared also no better than an in-» 
stance of barefaced impiety, to throw men to wild beasts, for 
the affording delight to the spectators ; and it appeared an in- 
stance of no less impiety to change their own laws, for such 
foreign exercbes : but above all the rest, the trophies gave 
most distaste to the Jews, for as they imagined them to be 
images, included within the armour that hung round about 
them, they were sorely displeased at them^ because it was not 
the custom of their country to pay honours to such images. 

2. Nor was Herod unacquainted with the disturbance they . 
were lender ; and as he thought it unseasonable to use vio« 
Itence with them, so he spake to some of them by way of con* 
^7clation, and in order to free them from that superstitious 

* fear they were under; yet could not he satisfy them, but 
ihey cried out with one accord, out of their great uneasiness 
at the oifences they thought he had been guilty of that al- 
though they should think of bearing aU the rest, yet would 
they never bear images of men -in their city, meaning the 
trophies, because this was disagreeable to the laws of their 
country. Now when Herod saw them in such a disorder^ 
and that they would not easily change their resolution, un- 
less they received satisfaction in this point, he called to him 
the most eininent men among them, and brought them upon 
the theatre, and showed- them the trophies, and asked there, 
what sort of things they took these trophies to be ? And 
when they cried out, that they were the images of men, he 
^ave order that they should be stripped of these outward or- 
naments which were about them, and showed them the nidced 
pieces of wood 5 which pieces of wood, new ivithout any or* 
nament, became matter of great sport and laughter to them, 
because they had before always had the ornaments of images 
themselyes in derisiop. 

3. When therefore Herod had thus got clear of the mul- 
titude, and had dissipated the vehemency of passion under 
which they had been, the greatest part of the people were 
disposed to change their conduct, and not to be displeased at 
him any longer ; but still some of them contumed in their 
displeasure against him, for his introduction of new customs, 
and esteemed the luolotion of the laws of their country as 

love with Pasanisb idolatry, and Paganish conduct of life, but to the dia« 
solution of the law of Moses, and accordingly were greatly and justly 
oondemned by them, as appears here and every where Qlse in Josepbu». 
Nor is the case of our modem luasquerades, plays, operat, and the like 
p&mpe and vaniiies of this viUkcd uwrld, of any -bsit^ isadmcf mtder 
Cftristianity. 
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likely to be die origin of veary great n'^M^hiefii to them, so 
tbat they deemed it an instance of piety, rather to hasard 
themselves [to be put to death, than to seem as if th<ry took 
no notice of Herod, who, upon the chaise he had made in 
their government, introduced such customs, and that in a vio- 
lent manner, which they iiad never been used to before, as 
indeed in pretence a king, but in reality one that showed 
himself an enemy to thdr whole nation ; on which account 
ten men, that were citizens [of Jerusalem,] conspired toge- 
ther against him and sware to one another to undergo any 
dangers in the attempt, and took daggers with them, under 
their garments, [for the purpose of killing Herod.} Now 
there was a certain blind man among those conspirators, who 
had thus sworn to one another, on account of the indigna- 
tion he had against what he heard to have been done ; he 
was not indeed able to afibrd the rest any assistance in the 
undertaking, but was ready to undergo any suffering with 
them, if so be they should come to any harm, insomuch, tbat 
he became a very great encourager of the rest of the under- 
takers. » * - 

4. When they had taken this resolution, and that by com- 
mon consent, they went into the theatre, hoping that, in the 
first place, Herod himself could not escape them, as they 
should fall upon him so unexpectedly ; and supposing, how- 
ever, that if they missed him, they ^ould kill a great many 
of those that were about him : and this resolution they took, 
though they should die for it, in order to suggest to the king 
what injuries he had done to the multitude. These conspi- 
rators, therefore, standing thus prepared beforehand, went 
about their design with great alacrity ; but there was one id 
those spies of Herod's, that were appointed for such purposes, 
to fish out and inform him of any conspiracies that should be 
made against him, who found out the whole afiair, and told 
the king of it, as he was about to go into the theatre. So when 
he reflected on the hatred which he knew the greatest part of 
the people bore him, and on the disturbances diat.arose upon 
every occasion, he thought this plot against him not to be im- 
probable. Accordingly, he retired into his palace, and call- 
ed those that were accused of this conspiracy before him by 
their several names ; and as upon the g4iards falling upon 
them, they were caught in the very fact, and knew they could 
not escape, they prepared themselves for their ends witfaidl 
the decency they could, and so as not at all to recedt firtMn 
jtheir resolute behaviour, for they showed no shame for mlmi 
they were about, nor denied it, but when they wefe Hamd^ 
they showed ihieir daggers, and profeaesed, tbat " tte cooiq^ 
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racy they had sworn to, was an holy and a pioad aetion ; that 
what they intended to do was not for gain, or out of any in- 
dulgence to their passions, but principally for those common 
customs of their country, which all the Jews were obliged to 
observe, or to die for them." This wds what these men said, 
out of their undaunted courage in this* conspiracy. So they 
were led away to execution by the king's guards that stood 
about them, and patiently underwent all the torments inflict- 
ed on them till they died. Nor was it long before that spy, 
who had discovered them, was seixed on by some of the peo- 
ple, out of the hatred they bore to him, and was not only 
slain by them, but pulled to pieces limb from limb, and given 
to the dogs. This execution was seen by many of the citi-* 
zens, yet would not one of them discover the doe^rs of it, till 
upon Herod's making a strict scrutiny after them, by bitter 
and severe tortures, certain women that were tortured con- 
fessed what they had seen done : the authors of n^hich fact 
were so terribly punished by the king, that their entire fami- 
lies were destroyed, for this their rash attempt ; yet did not 
jthe obstinacy of the people, and that undaunted constancy 
they showed in the defence of their laws, make Herod any 
easier to them, but he still strengthened himself after a more 
secure manner, and resolved to encompass the multitude every 
way, lest such innovations should end in an open lebellion. 

5. Since, therefore, he had now the city tbrtified by the 
j^alace in which he lived and by the temple, which had a 
jstrong fortress by it, called Antonia, and was rebuilt by him- 
self, he contrived to make Samaria a fortress for himself also 
against all the people, and called it Sebaate, supposing that 
this place would be a strong hold against the country, not in- 
ferior to the former. So he fortified that place, which was a 
day's, journey distant from Jerusalem, and which would be 
useful to him in common, to keep both the country and the 
city in awe. He also built another fortress for the whole na- 
tion : it was of old called StrcUo^s Tower, but was by him na- 
med CcBsarea, Moreover, he chose out some select horsemen^ 
and placed them in the great plain ; and buih [for themj a 
place in GaHlec, called Gaba, with Hesebonitis, in Perea. 
And these were the places which he particularly built, while he 
^vas always inventing somewhat farther for his own security, 
and encompassing the whole nation with guards, that they 
might by no means get from under his power, nor fall into tu- 
mults, which they did continually upon any small commotion^ 
and that if they did make any commotions he might know of 
it, while some of his spies might he upon them from the neigh- 
)>ourhQod; and might both be able to know what they were at^ 
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temptittg, and to prevent H. And when he went about biiild'> 
iBg the wall of Samaria^ be contrived to bring thi^er many 
of those that had been assisting to him in his wars, and many 
of the people in that neighborhood ako, whom he made fel- 
low-citizens with tiie rest. This he did out of an ambitioos 
desire of building a temple, and out of a desire to make the 
city more eminent than it had been before, bat principally 
because he contrived that it might at once be for hb own se- 
curity, and a monument of his magnificence. He also chang- 
ed its name, and called it Sebaate. Moreover, he parted the 
adjoining country, which was excellent in its kind, among the 
inhabitants of Samaria, that they might be in a happy condi- 
tion, upon their first coming to inhabit it. Besides ail which, 
he encompassed the city widi a wall of great strength, and 
made use of the acclivity of the place fcx making its fartifica- 
tibns stronger ; nor was the compass of the place made now 
so small as it had been before, but was such as rendered it 
not mferior to the most famous cities ; for it was twenty fiir* 
longs in circumference. Now within and about the middle 
of it he built a sacned place, of a furlong and an half (jm chr- 
cuit,] and adorned it with all sorts of decorations, and there- 
in erected a temple, which was illustrious on account of boA 
its largeness and beauty. And as to the several parts of the 
city, he adorned them with decorations of aU sorts also : and 
Itt to what was necessary to provide for his own security, he 
made the wails very strong for that purpose, and made it, for 
the greatest part, a citadel : and as to the elegance of the 
buildings, it was taken care of also, that he might leave mon- 
uments of the fineness of his taste, and of his benificence, to 
fftture agfes. 

CHAP. IX. 

Concerning the famine that happened in Judea and Sffria ; 
and how Herodyafter he had married another mife^ rebmU 
(kesareay and other Qre€i€m cities* 

§ 1. Now on this very year, which was the thirteenth year 
of the reign of Herod, very great calamities came upon the 
country: whether they were derived from the anger of 
God, or • whether this misery returns again naturally hi c«r- 

* Here we have an emineDtexample of th^ language of jQtepfcwfai 
iiis writing to Gentiles, cK&rent from that when ke wnHe to Jew* t io 




ipg sentence. See the note on the War. B. i. ch. xxxriii. 4 2. vol. y. 
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tain periods of time ; for, in the first place, diere were per* 
petual droughts, and for that reason the ground was barren, 
and did not bring forth the same quantity of ^ts that it 
used to produce ; and after thb barrenness of the soil, tha( 
change of food which the want of corn occasioned, produced 
distempers in the bodies of men, and a pestilential disease 
prevailed, one misery following upon the bad^ of another ^ 
and these circumstances that they were destitute both of me- 
thods of cure, and of food, made the pestilential distemper, - 
which began after a violent manner, the more lasting. The 
destruction of men also after such a manner, deprived those 
that survived of all their courage, because they had no way 
to provide remedies sufficient for the distresses they were in* 
When therefore the fruits of that year were spoiled, and what- 
soever they had laid up beforehand was spent, there was no 
foundation of hope for relief remaining, but the misery, con- 
trary to what they expected, still increased upon them 5 and 
this not only on that year, while they had nothing for them- 
selves left [at the end of it,] but what seed they had sown 
perished also, by reason of the ground not yielding its fruits 
on the * second year. This distress they were in made them 
also out of necessity to eat many things that did not use to be 
eaten : nor was the king himself free from this distress any 
more than other men, as being deprived of that tribute he 
used, to bav%from the fruits of the ground, and having al- 
ready expended what money he had in his liberality to those 
whose cities he had built ; noc had he any people that were 
worthy of his assistance, since this miserable state of things 
had procured him the hatred of his subjects, for it is a con«» 
stant rule, that misfortunes are still laid to the account of those 
that govern. 

2. In these circMmstances he considered with himself how 
to procure some seasonable help ; but this was a hard thing* 

* This famine for two years that affected Judea and Syria, the 13tb 
and t4th years of Herod, which are the 23d and 24(b years before the 
Christian aera, seems to have been more terrible during this time than 
was that in the days of Jacob, Gen. xli. xlii. And what malces the coni- 
parison the more retnarirabte is this, that now, as well-as then, the re- 
lief they bad was from Egypt, also, then from Joseph the govenor of 
Egypt, under Pharaoh kingof Egvpt, and now from Petroniustbe pre- 
fect of Egypt, under Angustus the Ro*nan emperor- See almost the 
like case, Antiq. B. xx. en. ii. § 6. vol, iv. It is aiso well worth oiir 
observation here, that these two years were a sabbatic year, and ayear 
of Jabilee, for which providence, dortng the theocracy, used to pr% 
vide a triple crop beforehand, but became now, when the Jews had for- 
feited that blessing, the greatest years of famine to them ever since the 
days of Ahab« t Kings xvH. zvili. 

Digitized by V^OOQIC 



J40 ANTIQUmES BooiXr. 

to be dene, while dieir neighfoours had no food to sdl then^ 
and their money ako was gone, had it been possible to pur- 
chase a little food at a great price. However, he thought it 
his best way, by all means, not to leave off his endeavours to 
assist hb people ; so he cat off the rich famiture that was m 
his palace, both of silver and gold, insomuch that he did not 
spare the finest vessels he had, or those that were made with 
the most elaborate skill of the artificers, but sent the m<Hiey 
to Petronius, who had been ihade prefect of Egypt by Cae- 
sar : add as not a few had already fled to hhn under their ne- 
cessities, and as he was particularly a iiriend to Herod, an4 
desirous to have his subjects preserved, he gave leave to 
them, in the first place, to export corn, and* assisted them, 
every way, both in purchasing and exporting the same, so 
that he was the principal, if not the only person, who afford- 
ed them what help they bad. And Herod ta^g care the 
people should understand that this help came from himself 
did thereby not only remove from him the ill opinion of those 
that formerly hated him, but gave them the greatest demon- 
stration possible of his good will to them, and care of them ; 
for, in the first place^ as for those who were able to provide 
their own food, he distributed to them their portion of com in 
the exactest manner, but for those many that were not able, 
either by reason of their old age, or any other infirmity, to 
provide food for themselves, he made this ptovi^n for them, 
that the bakers should make their bread ready for them. He 
also took eare that they might not be hurt by the dangers of 
winter, since they were in great.wantt>f clotlung also, by rea^ 
son of the utter destruction and consumption of their sheep 
and goats, till they had no wool to make use of, nor any thing 
else to cover themselves withal, And when he had procured 
these things for his own subjects, he went farther, in ord«r 
to provide necessaries for their neighbours, and gave seed to 
the Syrians, which thing turned greatly to his own advantage 
also, this charitable assistance being afibrded most seasonably 
to their fruitful soil, so that every one had now a plentiful 
provision of food. Upon the whole, when the harvest of the 
land was approaching, he sent no fewer than 6&y thousand 
men, whom he had sustained, into the ipountry ; by which 
means he both repaired the afflicted condition of his own 
kingdom with great generosity and diligence, and lightened 
the afflictions of his neighbours, who were undec tl^ same 
calamities, for there was nobody who had been in want^ 
th9l was \efi destitute of a suitable assistance by hkb : nay^ 
Hnther, there were neither any people, nor any cities/nor 
any private men, wh^ were to^make pr^vMoiis for a^iiltl^dfes^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Ckap. IX. OF THE JEWS. 241 

and on ^t account were in want of support, and had recourse 
to him, but received what they stood in need of, insomuch^ 
that it appeared upon a computation, that the number of cori 
of wheat, of ten attick medimni a-piece, that were given ta 
foreigners, amounted to ten thousand, and the number that 
was given in his own kingdom was about four score thousand* 
Now it happened, that this leare of his, and this seasonable 
benefaction, had such influence on the Jews, and was so cried 
up among other nations, as to wipe off that old hatred which 
his violation of some of their customs, during his reign, had 
procured him among the nation, and that this liberality of 
his assistance in this their great necessity, was full satisfac- 
tion for all that he had done of that nature, as it also procur* 
ed him great fame among foreigners : and it looked as if 
these calamities that afflicted his land to a degree plainly in- 
credible, came in order to raise his glory, and to be to his great 
advantage, for the greatness of his liberality in these distres- 
ses, which he now demonstrated beyond all expectation, did 
so change the disposition of the muhitude towards him, that 
they were ready to suppose he had been from the beginning 
not such an one as they had found him to be by experience^ 
but such an one as the care he had taken of them in supply- 
ing their necessities, proved him now to be. 

3. About this time it was that he sent five hundred chosen 
men out of the guards of his body, as auxiliaries to Ceesar, 
whom * iElius Gallias led to the Red Sea, and who were of 
great service to him there. When therefore his affairs were 
thus improved, and were again in a flourishing condition, lie 
built himself a palace in the upper city, raising the rooms to 
a very great height, and adorning them with t]he most costly 
furniture of gold, and marble seats, and beds, and these were 
so large, that they could <;ontain very many companies of 
men. These apartments were also of distinct magnitudes, 
and l^ad particular names given them, for one apartment was 
called Caesar's, another Agrippa's. He also fell in love again, 
and married another wife, not suffering his reason to hinder 
Him from living as he pleased. The occasion of this his mar'> 
liage was as follows : there was one Simoriy a citizen of Je- 
vusalem, the son of one Boethus, a citizen of Alexandria, and 
a priest of great note there : this man had a daughter, who 
was esteemed the most beautiful woman of that time ; and 

* This ^lius Gallu9 seems to be no other than that ^tius Largns 
wboB Dio speaks of, as conducting an expedition that was about Uiis 
time made into Arabia Felix, accordine to Petavius, who is here cited 
by Spanheim. See a full account of this expedition in FrIdeauX; at 
the years 23 and 24. 
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when the people of Jerusalem b^an to speak much in her 
commendation, it happened that Herod was much affected 
with what was said of her ; and when he saw the damsel, he 
was smitten with her beauty, yet did he entirely reject the 
thoughts of using his authority to abuse her, as believing, 
what was the truth, that by so doing he should be stigmatlz^ 
for violence and tyranny, so he thought it best to take the 
damsel to wife. And while Simon was of a dignity too Infe- 
rior to be allied to him, but still too considerable to be despi- 
sed, he governed his inclinations after the most prudent man- 
ner, by augmenting the dignity of the family, and making 
them more honourable : so he immediately deprived Jesus, 
the son of Phabet, of the high-priesthood, and conferred that 
dignity on Simon, and so joined in affinity with him, [by 
marrying his daughter.] 

4. When this wedding was over, be built another citadel 
in that place where he had conquered the Jews when he was 
driven out of his government, and Antigonus enjoyed it. 
This citadel is distant from Jerusalem about threescore fur- 
longs. It was strong by nature, and fit for such a building. It 
is a sort of a moderate hill, raised to a farther height by the 
hand of man, till it was of the shape of a woman's breast It 
is encompassed with circular towers, and hath a strait ascent 
up to it, which ascent is composed of steps of polished stones, 
in number two hundred. Within it are roval and very rich 
apartments, of a structure that provided both tbr security and 
for beauty. A bout the bottom there are habitations of such a 
structure as are well worth seeing,* both on other accounts, 
and also on account of the water which is brought thither 
from a great way ofi', and at vast expenses, for the place itself 
is destitute of water. The plain that is about this citadel Is 
full of edifices, not inferior to any city in largeness, and hav- 
ing the hill above it in the nature of a castle. 

5. And now, when all Herod's designs had succeeded ac- 
cording to his hopes, he had not the least suspicion that any 
trouble could arise in his kingdom, because he kept his peo- 
ple obedient, ais well by the fear they stood in of hhn, for he 
was Implacable in the infliction of his punishments, as by the 
provident care he had showed towards them^ after the most 
magnanimous manner, when they were under their distresses : 
but still he took care to have external security for his go- 
vernment, as a fortress against his subjects ; for th» orations 
he made to the cities were very^fine, and fpU of kindness ^ 
^nd he cultivated a seasonable good understanding with thdt 
governors, and bestowed presents on every one of them, in^ 
dacing them tliereby to be more friendly to him^i smd oiaiing 
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his magnificent disposition, so as bis kingdom might be the 
better secured to lum, and this till all his affairs were every 
way more and more augmented. But then this magnificent 
temper of his^ and that submissive behaviour and liberality 
which he exercbed towards Ceesar, and the most powerful 
men of Rome, obliged him to transgress the customs of his 
nation, and to set aside many of iheir laws, and by building 
cities after an extravagant manner, and erecting temples ; 
* not in Judea indeed, for that would not have been borne, it 
being forbidden to us to pay any honour to images, or repre- 
sentations of animals, after the manner of the Greeks, but 
still he did thus in the country [properly] out of our boundsr, 
and in the cities thereof. The apology which he made to 
the Jews for these things was this, that all was done, not out 
of his own inclinations, but by the commands and injunctions 
of others, in order to please Caesar, and the Romans, as 
though he had not the Jewish customs so much in his eye as 
he had the honour of those Romans, while yet he had him- 
self entirely in view all the while, and indeed was very am* 
bitious to leave great monuments of his government to pos- 
terity ; whence it was that he was so zealous in building such 
fine cities, and spent such vast sums of money upon them. 

6. Now upon his observation of a place near the sea, 
which was very proper for containing a city, and was before 

* One may here take notice, (hat how tyrannical and extravagant so- 
ever Herod werf in himself* and in his Grecian cities, as to those plays, 
and shows, and temples for Idolatry, mentioned above, ch. viii. § 1, and 
here aho, yet durst even be introduce very few of them into the cities 
of the Jews, who, as Josephus here notes, would not even then have 
borne them, so zealous were they still for many of the laws of Mose^^ 
even under so tyrannical a government as this was of Herod the Great : 
which tyrannical government puts me naturally in mind of Dean Pri* 
deaux's honest refection upon the like ambition, after such tyrannicAl 
power in Pompey and C»«ar " One of these, [says he, at the year 60,J 
could not bear an equal, nor the other a superior; and through thisam« 
bitious humour, and thirst after more power in these two men the whole 
Boman empire being divided into twd opposite factions, there was pro- 
duced hereby the most destructive war that ever afflicted it a and the like 
folly too much reigns in all other places. Could about thirty men be 
persuaded to live at home in peace, without enterf^rising upon the rights 
of each other, for the vain glory of conquest, and the enlargement of pow- 
er, the whole world might be at quiet , but their ambition, their folliesL 
and their humour leadingthem constantly to encroach upon and quarrel, 
with each other, they involve all that are under them in the mischiefs 
thereof; apd many thousands are tbey^which yearly perish by it : so that 
it may almost raise adoubt, wheth^rtbe benefit which the world recieves 
from government be sufficient to make amends for the calamities which 
It sorors from the follies^ mistakes, and mal-administrations of those 
who manage it." 
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called Strato's Tower, be set about getting a plan for a mag* 

diii- 



nificent city tbere, and erected many edifices witb great dij 
gence all over it, and tins of wbite stone. He also adorned 
it witb most sumptuous palaces, and large edifices for con* 
taining the people ; and what was the greatest and most labo- 
rious work of all, he adorned it with an haven, that was al- 
ways free from the waves of the sea. lu largeness was not 
less than the Pyraeum [at Athens,] and had towards the city 
a double station for the ships. It was of excellent workman- 
ship ; and this was the more remarkable for its being built in 
a place that of itself was not suitable for such noble struc- 
tures, but was to be brought to perfection by materials from 
other places, and at very great expenses. This city 'is utuate 
tn Phoenicia, in the passage by sea to Egypt, between Joppa 
and Dora, which are lesser maritime cities, and not fit for ha* 
vens, on account of the impetuous south winds that beat upon 
them, which rolling the sands that come from the sea against 
the shores, do not admit of ships lying in their station, but 
the merchants are generally forced there to ride at their an- 
chors in the sea itself. So Herod endeavoured to rectify this 
inconvenience, and laid out such a compass towards the land 
as might be sufficient for an haven, wherein the great ships 
might lie in safety ; and this he efiected by letting down v^ 
stones of above fifty feet in length, not less than eighteen in 
breadth, and nine in depth, into twenty fathom deep, and as 
some were lesser, so were others bigger than those dimen- 
j^ions. This mole which he built by the sea-side, was two 
hundred feet wide, the half of which was opposed to the cur- 
rent of the waves, so as to keep ofi* those waves which were 
to break upon them, and so was called Procymatia, or the 
first breaker of the waves, but the other half had upon it a 
wall with several towers, the largest of which was named 
Drusus, and was a work of very great excellence, and ^ had 
its name from Drusus, the son-in-law of Cssar, who died 
young. There were also a great number of arches where 
the mariners dwelt. There was also before them a key, [or 
landing-place,] which ran round the entire haven, and was a 
most agreeable walk to such as had a mind to that exercise ; 
but the entrance or mouth of the port was made on the north 
quarter, on which side was the stillest of the winds of all in 
^his place : and the basis of the whole circuit on the le/t band, 
as you enter the port, supported a round turret, which was 
tnade very strong, in order to resist the greatest waves, while 
on the right hand, as you enter, stood two vast stones, and 
those each of them larger than the turret, which were over 
agamst them : these stood upright, and were joined together* 
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Now there were edifices all along the circular haven, made 
of polished stone, with a certain elevation, whereon was 
erected a temple, that was seen a great way off by those that 
were sailing for that haven, and had in it two statues, the one 
of Romulus, the other of Caesar. As the city itself was call- 
ed Csesarea, which was also itself built of fine materials, and 
was of a fine structure ; nay, the very subterranean vaults 
and cellars had no less of architecture bestowed on them thaa 
had the buiMing above ground. Some of these vaults car- 
ried things at even distances to the haven and to the sea, but 
one of them ran obliquely, and bound all the rest together, 
that both the rain, and the ^Ith of the citizens were together 
carried off with ease, and the sea itself, upon the flux of the 
tide from without, came into the city and washed it all clean. 
Herod also built therein a theatre of stone ; and on the south 
quarter, behind the port, an amphitheatre also, capable of 
holding a vast number of men, and conveniently situated for 
a prospect to the sea. So this city was thus finished la 
* twelve years ; during which time, the king did not fail to 
go on both with the work, and to pay the charges that were 
necessary. 



CHAP. X. 

# 

How Herod sent Aj| sons to Rome ; how also fie was accused 
hy Zenodorus and the Gadarensjhut was cleared of what 
they accused him of and withal gained to himself the 
good-will of Ccssar, Concerning the Pharisees j the Es- 
sensy and Manahem, 

§ 1. When Herod was engaged in such matters, and whea 
he had already re-edified Sebaste (Samaria,) he resolved t<» 
send his sons, Alexander and Aristobulus, to Rome, to enjoy 
the company of Caesar ; who, when they came thither, lodg- 
ed at the house of 1 Pollio, who was very fond of Herod's 
friendship ; and they had leave to lodge in Caesar's own pa- 
lace, for he received these sons of Herod with all h'umility., 
and gave Herod leave to give his kingdom to which of his 

• Coisare^ being he^e said l^ be rebuilt and adorned in twelve years« 
and soon afler^'ards in ten years, Antiqr B. xvi. ch. v. § 1, there must 
be a mistake in one of the places as to the true number, but in which of 
tbem it is hard positively "to determine. 

t This Pollio, with whom Herod's sons lived aj Rome, was not Pollia 
the Pharisee, already mentioned by losephus, ch i. § I, and again pre- 
isentlf after this, ch. x. § 4. but Asinius Pollio the Roman, as Spanheim 
ftere observes. 
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tSbns iip pleased ; and, besides all this, he bestowed on him 
Trachon, and fiatanea, and Aaranitis^ which he gave him oa 
the occasion following : * one Zenodorus had hired what was 
called the house of Ljsanias, who, as he was not satisfied 
with its revenues, became a partner with the robbers that in- 
habited the Trachones, and so procured himself a larger in- 
come, for the inhabitants of those places lived in a mad way, 
and pillaged the country of the Damascenes, while Zenodo- 
rus did not restrain them, but partook of the prey they ac* 
quired. Now, as the neighbouring people were hereby great 
luflerers, they complained to Yarro, who was then presi- 
dent [of Syria,] and entreated him to write to Caesar about 
this injustice of Zenodorus. When ihese matters were laid 
before Caesar, he wrote back to Varro to destroy those nests 
of robbers, and to give the land to Herod, that so by his 
care the neighbouring countries might be no longer disturbed 
with these doings of the Trachonites, for it was not an easy 
thing to restrain them, since this way of robbery had been 
their usual practice, and they had no other way to get their 
living, because they had neither a city of their own, nor lands 
in their possession, but only some receptacles and dens in 
the earth, and there they and their cattle lived in common to- 
gether : however, they had made contrivances to get pools 
of water, and laid up corn in granaries for themselves, and 
were able to make great resistance, by issuing out on the 
sudden against any that attacked them ; 4Sr the entrajftces of 
their caves were narrow, in which but one could come ia at 
a time, and the places within incredibly large, and made very 
wide 5 but the ground over their habitations was not very 
high, but rather on a plain, while the rocks are altogether 
hard and difficult to be entered upon, unless any one gets into 
the plain road by the guidance of another, for these roads 
are not straight, but have^ several revolutions. But when 
these men are hindered from their wicked preying upon their 
neighbours, their custom is to prey one upon another, inso- 
much that no sort of injustice comes amiss to them. But 
when Herod had received this grant from Caesar, and was 
come into this country, he procured skilful* guides, and put 
a stop to their wicked robberies, and procured peace and qui- 
etness to the neighbouring people. ^ 

2. Hereupon ZenodoruJ? was grieved, in the first place, 
because his principality was taken away from him, and still 

* The character of ibb Zenodorus Is so like that of a famous robber 
ef the same name in Strabo, and that about Ibis very couotry, and about 
this very time also, that I think Br. Hudson hardly n^md to ffnt a 
jp«r^j»^ to his determination diat they were the same. 
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more so, because he envied Herod, who had gotten it ; so he 
went ap to Rome to accuse him, but returned back agaia 
without success. Now Agrippa was [about this time} sent 
to succeed Caesar in the government of the countries be-» 
yond the Ionian sea, upon whom Herod light when he was 
wintering at Mitylene, for he had been his particular friend 
and companion, and then relumed into Judea again* How- 
ever, some of the Oadarens came to Agrippa, and accused 
Herod, whom he sent back bound to the king, without giving 
them the hearing : but still the Arabians, who of old bare 
ill-will to Herod's government, were nettled, and at that time 
attempted to raise a sedition in his dominions, and, as they 
thought, upon a more justifiable occasion ; for Zenodorus, 
despairing already of success, as to his own affairs, prevent- 
ed [his enemies] by selling to those Arabians a part of his . 
principality, called Auranitis, for the value of fifty talents 5 
but as this was included in the dominions of Caesar, they con- 
tested the point with Herod, as unjustly deprived of what 
they had bought. Sometimes they did this by making incur- 
sions upon him, and sometimes by attempting force against 
him, and sometimes by going to law with him. • Moreover, 
they persuaded the poorer soldiers to help them, and were 
troublesome to him out of a constant hope that they should 
reduce the people to raise a sedition : in which designs, those 
that are in the most miserable circumstances of life are still 
the more earnest 5 and although Herod had been a great while 
apprised of these attempts, yet did not he indulge any sever- 
ity to them, but by rational methods aimed to mitigate things^ 
as not willing to give any handle for tumults. 

3. Now when Herod had already reigned seventeen years, 
Caesar came into Syria ; at which time the greatest part of 
the inhabitants of Gadara clamoured against Herod, as one 
that was heavy in his injunctions, and tyrannical. These re- 
proaches, they mainly ventured upon by the encouragement 
of Zenodorus, who took his oath that he would never leave 
Herod till he had procured that they should be severed from 
Herod's kingdom, and ioined to Caesar's province.* The Ga- 
darens were induced hereby, and made no small cry against 
him, and that the more boldly, because those that had been 
delivered up by Agrippa were not punished by Herod, who 
let them go, and did them no harm, for indeed fee was the 
principal man in the world who appeared almost inexorable 
in punishing crimes in his own family, but very generous in 
renutting the offences that were committed elsewhere. And 
while they accused Herod of injuries, and plunderings, and 
subversions of temples; he stood anconcerned; and was ready 
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to make his delence. However, Caesar gave him his right 
^ hand, and remitted oothiog of his kindness to him, upon this 
disturbance by the multitude : and indeed these things were 
alleged the first day, but the hearing proceeded no farther ; 
for as the Gradarens saw the inclination of Caesar, and of his 
assessors, and expected, as they had reason to do, that they 
should be delivered up to the king, some of them, out of a 
dread of the torments they might undergo, cut their own 
throats in the night-time, and some of them threw themselves 
down precipices, and others of them cast themselves into 
the river, and destroyed themselves of their own accord ; 
which accidents seemed a sufficient condemnation of the 
rashness and crimes they had been guilty of: whereupon 
Caesar made no longer delay, but cleared Herod from the 
crimes he was accused of. Another hdppy accident there 
was, which was a further great advantage to Herod at this 
time ; for Zenodorus's belly burst, and a great quantity of 
blood bsued from him in his sickness, and he thereby de- 
parted this life at Antiocli in Syria : so Caesar bestowed his 
country, which was no small one upon Herod ; it lay be- 
tween Trachon and Galilee, and contained Ulatha, and Pa- 
neas, and the country round about. He also made him one 
of his procurators of Syria, and commanded that they should 
do every thing with his approbation : and, in short, he ar- 
rived at that pitch of felicity, that whereas there were but 
two men that governed the vast Roman empire, first Caesar, 
and then Agrippa, who was his principal favourite, Caesar 
preferred no one to Herod besides Agrippa, and Agrippa 
made no one his greater friend than Herod beside Caesar. 
And when he had acquired such freedom, he begged of Cae- 
sar a tetrarchy * for his brother Pheroras, while he did him- 
self^ bestow upon him a revenue of an hundred talents out 
of his own kingdom, that in case he came to any harm him- 
self his brother might be in safety, and that his sons might 
not have donunion over him. So when he had conducted 
Caesar to the sea, and was returned home, he built him a 
most beautiful temple, of the whitest stone, in Zenodorus's 
country, near the place called Panium. This is a very fine 
cave in a mountain, under which there is a great cavity in 
the earth, and the cavern is abrupt, and prodigiously deep, 
and full of a still water : over it hangs a vast mountain ; and 
under the caverns arise the springs of the river Jordan. 

* A tetrarchy properly and orbpnally denoted the fourth part of aa 
entire kingdom or country^ and a tetrarch one that was ruler of such 
a fourth part, whick always implies somewhat less e&tent of dominion . 
and power than belongs to a kfogdoa and to a king. 
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Herod adorned this plaoe^ which was already a very renark'^ 
able one, still farther, by the erection of thb temple, which 
he dedicated to Cssar. 

4. At which time Herod released to his subjects the third 
part of their taxes, under pretence indeed of relieving them 
after the dearth they had had ; but the main reason was to re- 
cover their good-will, which he now wanted, for they were 
uneasy at him, because of the innovations he had introduced 
in their practices, of the dissolution of their religion, and of 
the disuse of their own customs ; and the people every^ 
where talked against him, like those that were still more pro-* 
voked and disturbed at his procedure : against which discon« 
tents he greatly guarded himself, and took away the oppor- 
tunities they might have to disturb him, and enjoined them 
CO be always at work : nor did he permit the citizens either 
to meet together, or to walk, or eat together, but watched 
every thing they did ; and when they were caught, they 
were severely punished ; and many there were who were 
brought to the citadel Hyrcania, both openly and secretly, 
and were there put to death ; and there were spies set every 
where, both in the city, and in the roads, who watched those 
that met together ; nay, it is reported, that he did not him* 
•elf neglect this part of caution, but that he would often* 
times himself take the habit of a private man, and mix nmong 
the multitude in the night-time, and make trial what opinion 
they had of his government ; and as for those that could no 
way be reduced to acquiesce under his scheme of govern- 
ment, he prosecuted them all manner of ways, but for the 
rest of the multitude, he required that they should be obli- 
gedto take an oath of fidelity to him, and at the same time 
compelled them to swear that tbey would bear him good-will| 
and continue certainly so to do in his management of the 
government ; and indeed a great part of them, either to 
please him, oi out of fear of him, yielded to what he requin* 
ed of them, but for such as were of a more open and gener- 
ous disposition, and had indignation at the force he used to 
them, he by one means or other made way with thenu He 
endeavored also to persuade Pollio the Pharisee, and Sameas, 
and the greatest part of their scholars, to lake the oath ; 
but these would neither submit so to do, nor were they pun- 
ished together with the rest, out of the ^verence he bore 
to Pollio. The Essens also as we call a sect of ours, were 
excused from this imposition. These men live the same 
kind of life as do those whom the Greeks call Pythagoreans, 
concerning whom I shall discourse more fully, elsewhere* 
However, it is but fit to set down here the reasons where* 
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fore Herod had these Essens in such honour, and thought 
higher of them than t)ieir mortal nature required : nor will 
this account be unsuitable to the nature of this history, as it 
will show the opinion men had of these Essens. 

5. Now there was one of these Essens, whose name was 
Manahem, who had this testimony, that he not only conduc- 
ted his life after an excellent manner, but had the foreknowl« 
edge of future events given him by God also. This man once 
saw Herod, when he was a child, and going to school, and 
saluted him as king of the Jews ; but he, thinking that either 
he did not know him, or that he was in jest, put him in mind 
that he was but a private man, but Manahem smiled to him- 
self, and clapped him on his backside with his hand, and said, 
^^ However that be, thou wilt be king, and wilt begin thy 
rei^ happily, for God finds ihee worthy of it. And do 
thou remember the blows that Manahem hath given^ thee, as 
being a signal of the change of thy fortune. And truly this 
will be the best reasoning for thee, that thou love justice 
[towards men,J and piety towards God, and clemency towards 
thy citizens : yet do 1 know how thy whole conduct will bcj 
that chou wilt not be such an one, for thou wilt excell aU men 
in happiness, and obtain an everlasting reputation, but thou 
wilt forget piety and righteousness : and these crimes will not 
be concealed from God, at the conclusion of thy life, when 
thou wilt find that he wiU be mindful of them and punish 
thee for them." Now at that time Herod did not at all at- 
tend to what Manahem said, as having no hopes of such ad- 
vancement : but a little afterward, when he was so fortunate 
as to be advanced to the dignity of the king, and was in the 
height of his dominion, he sent for Manahem, and asked him, 
how loQg he should reign ? Manahem did not tell nim the full 
length of his reign, wherefore, upon that silence of his, he 
asked him farther. Whether he should reign ten years, or 
not ? He replied, " Yes, twenty years, nay, thirty years," 
but did not assign the just determinate limit of his reign. 
Herod was satisfied with these replies, and gave Manahem 
his hand, and dismissed him, and from that time he continu- 
ed to honour all the Essens. We have thought it proper to 
relate these facts to our readers, how strange soever they be, 
and to declare what hath happened among us, because many 
of these Essens have by their excellent virtue, been thought 
worthy of this knowledge of divine revelations. 
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CHAP. XL 

How Herod rebuilt the temple^ and raised it higher ^ and made 
it more magnificent than it was before ; as also concerning 
that tower which he called Antonia. 

% 1. And now Herod^ in the eighteenth year of his reign^ 
and after the acts already mentioned^ undertook a very great 
work, that is, to tniiid of himself the *teniple of God, and 
make it larger in compass, and to raise it to a most magnifi- 
cent altitude, as esteeming it to be the most glorious of all 
his actions, as it really was, to bring it to perfection, and that 
this would be sufficient for an everlasting memorial of him 5 
but as he knew the multitude were not ready nor willing to 
assist him in so vast a design, he thought to prepare them 
^rst by making a speech to them, and then to set about the 
work itself; so he called them together, and spake thus to 
them : " I think I need not speak to you, my countrymen, 
about such other works as I have done since I come to the 
kingdom, although I may say they have been performed in 
such a manner as to bring more security to you than glory to 
myself; for I have neither been negligent in the most difficult 
times about what tended to ease your necessities, nor have 
the buildings I have made, been so proper to preserve me as 
yourselves from injuries : and i imagine, that, with God's as- 
sistance, I have advanced the nati9n of the Jews to a degree 
of happiness which they never had before : and for the par- 
ticular edifices belonging to your own country, and your own 
cities, as also to those cities that we have lately acquired, 
which we have erected, and greatly adorned, and thereby 
augmented the dignity of your nation, it seems to me a need- 
less task to enumerate them to you, since you well know them 
yourselves; but as to that undertaking which I have a mind 
to set about at present, and which will be a work of the great- 
est piety and excellence that can possibly be undertaken by 
us, I will now declare it to you. Our fathers indeed, when 

* We may here observe, that the fancy of the modem Jewsj in call- 
ing this temple« which was really the third of their temples, the <econtf 
temple, followed so l«ng by latter Christians, seems to be without any 
solid foundation. The reason why the ChrlstiADs here follow the JewS} 
is« because of the prophecy of Hageai, ii. &— 9, which they expound of 
the Messiah's coming to the second, or ZorobabeKs temple, of which 
they suppose this of Herod's to be only a continaation^ which is meant, 
I think) of his coming to thefourfb and last temple, or to thatiuture, lar« 
gest and most glorious one described by Enekiel, whence I take the for- 
mer notion, how general sov^; tt be a great mistake. Sec Lit Accowf 
ofProph.p,21 
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they were returned from Babylon built this temple to God 
Almighty, yet does it want sixty cubits of its largeness in al- 
titude 5 for so much did that first temple which Solomon built 
exceed this temple: nor let any one condemn our Others 
for their negligence or want of piety herein, for it was not 
their fault that the temple was no higher; for they were 
Cyrus, and Darius the son of Hystapes, who determined the 
measures for its rebuilding ; and it hath been by reason of 
the subjection of those fothers of ours to them and to their 
posterity, and after them to the Macedonians, that they had 
not the opportunity to follow the original model of this pious 
edifice, nor could raise it to its ancient altitude : but since I 
am now, by God's will, your governor, and 1 have had peace 
along time, and have gained great riches, and large revenues, 
and, what is the principal tlung of all, I am in amity with, 
and well regarded by tl4 Romans, who, if 1 may so say, are 
the rulers of the whole world, 1 will do my endeavour to cor- 
rect that imperfection, which hath arben from the necessity 
of our afiairs, and the slavery we have been under fbrmerTy, 
and to make a thankful return, after the most pious manner, 
to God, for what blessings I have received from him, by giv- 
ing me this kingdom, and that by rendering his temple 'as 
complete as I am able*" 

2. And this was the speech which Herod made to them ; 
but still this speech affrighted many of the people, as being 
unexpected by them, and because it seemed incredible, it 
did not encourage them, but put a damp upon them, for they 
were afraid that he would pull down the whole edifice, and 
not be able to bring his intentions to perfection for its re- 
building; and this danger appeared to them to be very great, 
and the vastness of the undertaking to be such, as could 
hardly be accomplished. But whBe they were in this de- 
position, the king encouraged them, and told them, ^♦'He 
would not pull down their temple, till all things were gotten 
ready for building it up entirely again." And as he promis- 
ed them this beforehand, so did he not break his word with 
them, but got ready a thousand waggons, that were to bring 
stones for the builcHng, and chose out ten thousand of the 
most skilful workmen, and bought a thousand sacerdotal gar- 
ments for as many of the priests, and nad some of them 
taught the arts of stone-cutters, and others of carpenters, and 
then began to build, but this not till every thing was well 
prepared for the work. 

3. So Herod took away the old foundations, and laid others, 
and erected the temple upon them, being In length an hun- 
dred cubits, and in height twenty additional cubits, which 
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[jtwestyj upon the *sinking oftheir4»undations, fell downj. 
and this part it was that we reSiolved to raise again in the 
. Aiys of Nero. Now the temple was built of stones tbat 
were white and strong, and each of their length was towenty- 
five cutos, their height was eight, and their breadth ahout 
twelve^ and the whole structure, as was also. the structiace 
of the royal cloister, was on each side much lower, but the 
middle was much higher, till they were visible to tbose that 
dwelt in the country for a great many furlongs, but cjiiefly 
to such as lived over against them, and those that approadi- 
ed to them. The temple had doors also at the entrapce^ and 
lintels over them, of the same height with the temple itself. 
They were adorned with embroidered veils, with their flow- 
ers of purple, and pillars interwoven: and over these, but 
under the crown workj was spread out a golden vine, with 
its branches hanging down from a great height, the largeness 
and fine workmanship of which wa£( a sorprising sight to the 
spectators, to see what vast materials there were, and with' 
what great skill the Workmanship w«s done. Ho also encom- 
passed the entu-e temple with very large cloisters,, conlriving 
them to be in a due proportion thereto ; and he laid out 
larger'sums of money upon them than had hem done before 
him, till it seemed that no one else h|id so gfea^y adorned 
the temple as he had done. Tbere was a la/g^ wall to both 
the cloisters, which wall itself was the most prodigious work 
that yrm ever heard of by man. The biU wai a rocky s(^ 
cent, tbat deigned by degrees towards tlie east parts ^f the 
city, till it came to an elevated level. Thlswiil^ it was which 
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deep TaUey: tnd at th^ south side he laid rocks tog^tiier^ 
and bound tbem one to another with lead, and included same 
of .ih6> inner parts, till "it proceeded to a great height, and 
till bo^ the'' largeness of the square edifice, and its altitude, 
were immense, and till the vastness of the stones in ^ Iront 
vroie plainly visible on the outside, yet so that the inward 
parts were fastened together with iron, and preserved the 
joints imnoveable for all future times. When this work 
jJSHC t\^ foundation] was done in this manner, and joined to- 
gether S3 part of the bill itself to the very top of it, he 
wrmifht «t all into one outward surface, and filled up the 
hollow places which were about the wall, end made it a level 
on the external upper surface, and a smooth level also. 
This hill was walled all round, and in compass four furlongs, 
[the distance of] each angle containing in length a furlong : 
but within this wall, and on the very top of all, there ran anr 
other wall of stoire^lso, having, on the east quarter a dou> 
^e doister of the same length with the wall; in ihe midst of 
which was the temple itself. This cloister lookeil to the 
gates of th» temple; and it had been adorned by many kings 
in former times ; and round about < the entire temple Inrere 
fixed the spoiHrtaken from barbarous nations; all these had 
b«ei» dedicated to the temple by Herod, with the addition of 
i\sXf9e he had taken from the Arabians. 

4. New on the north side [of the temple] was built a cita- 
del, whose walk were square, and strong, and of extraordi- 
kiary ^rmness. /This citadel was built by HM kings of the 
A^noneaft^vace, who were also high-priests before Herod, 
and they called it the Tower, m which wjere deposited the 




thqrV rrr ijiii d erjhfe power of the iiomans, until the tine of 
Tiberius Caesar; under ^ho^ reigH Vitelline, thofresid^t. 
of Sj^ria^when be once came t<4 Jerusalem, alKniadl>rai 
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Imssadoc&te CMdiiM Cs&mr t& ioiercede'^k faim for them j 
Hpon vfkoke coming, kin? Agrippalto yodngfr beiog then at 
* Bojoe, asked for and obtained the p^^ 0V4sr4iiflni from the 
empecoC) who §ave eommaod to Viteuius^who was^loi com- 
mander in Syria, to gme It them acc<lrdiiigly. . ^efoe that 

' tine, they were kept under the sea! of tibe high-priest, and 
^ the treasurers of the templ^; which tieKurers^ file day 
before a festival, w^t up to t&e Romdn captain of the tem- 
piaguards, and viewed^eir own seal, Aiid received the yest- 
ments ; aiul again, when, the S^tii^ii ^f4b #ver; they hfonght 
it to the ^ame place, and showed the captain of tht temple 

« gu^ds.their seal, which corre8p«iiKled v(ifii his seal, and re- 

*posit^d them there. And thai Miese thifp were i^, the af- 
flictions that happened Id us afterward [abo^t them] are suf- 
^dhent evidence : but for^he tower itsdf, ifhtn Herod, the 
king of the Jews, had fortified it more firmly than before, in 
order to secure and guard the temple^ he gratified Antonius^ 
who was his friend, and the Roman ruler^ and thto gave it 
the name of the Tower of Antonia^ 

5. Now in the western quarters of the enclosure bf the 
iemple there were fpur gates ; the first led to the king's pa* 
lace, and went to a passage over the intermediate vaH^, two 
more led to the suburbs of the city, and the kal led to the 
.other city, where the road descended ^wn into ihe.vidley 
hy a great number of steps, and thence up agaki by the as^ 
cent, for the city lay ovi^ against the temple in tha manner 
of a theatre, and was encompassed with a deep vaUey along 
the entire south qu^trter; but the fourth front of the temple, 
which was southward, had indeed itself gates in its middle, as 
also it hadtheroyaicloisters, with three walks which reach- 
ed in -length from the east valley unto that on the west, for it 
was impossible it could reach any farthery^nd this cloister 
deserves to be mentioned better than anyothec under the 
sun; for while the valley was very deep, and hs battom 
could not be seen, if you looked from above into the d^th, 
this farther vastly high elevation of the cloister stood upon 

, that height, insomuch, that if any one looked down from the 
top of the batdements, or down both those altitudes, he 
would be giddy, while his sight could not reich to sach an 
immense depth. * This cloister had pillars that stood in four 
rows over against the other all along, for the fourth row was 
interwoven ■ into the wall, which [also was built of stone ;] 
and the thickness of each pillar was such, that three men 
might, with their arms extended, fathom it round, and join 
their hands ag^itt, while its length was twen^ seven feet, 
with a double spiial at its basis 5 and the number of all the 
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pillars [in ihai 6duft] wsuran liuqdited and slxtj^hMb Th» 
chapiters were made ^iWi sculptur^'aftes die£odthian or- ^ 
der, wndJsbiBi an am^^meht [to the spectators] by ri^^n 
of theWand^HT efi^ tlie whole. JTh^se four*jrow» ^:pUlarB 
includii Jjjf fee iiJeAals for' watkidfe in the middle of this^ 
cloistej^; tTQ-oftwhIch Wks. were made parallel to efxh 
other^raad wsr^ contrivea' afiter the same mannert; thb 
breadfl&^of each of them w^ Airty.feet^lhe length was a fur- 
loi^^pnd ii\^ be^lft ^y le^t, but the breadth of the midcfle 
part of th6cloist«' l^as on^ and an half of the breadth of the 
other, alid the height was double, for it was much higher 
than thosfe on «acli.«ide;4>at the roofs were adorned with- 
deep sciilptiires |^ood, r^«6enti|]g many sorts of figures/ 
the middle Vasnnuch higher than tfie rest, and the wall of 
the froht was|jy^rned With beamf, resting upon pillars, that 
were interwoven into it, and that front was all of polishe4 
stone, insomuch, that its fineness, to such as had not seen it, 
was incredible, and to such as had seen it was greatly amaz- 
ing. Thus was the first enclosure. In the midst of whiob^ 
and not far firom it, was the second^ to be gone up to by a 
few steps : thi^ wa3 encompassf^ed by ajlone-wall for a par- 
titioD^ with an inscription,, which forbade any foreigner to gtt 
in under ptin of death. Now, this inner inclosure had on 
its southern and northern quarters three gates [equally] di^ 
tant from one another; but on the east quarter, towards the 
sun risii^^ there was one large gate, through whkh such as 
were pure came in, together with their wives, but the tem- 
ple ftirther in ward in that gate was not allowed to the women; 
but still more inward was there a third fcoui^of the] tempk> 
whereinto it wals not lawful for any but the priests alone to 
enter. The temple itself was within this ; and before that 
temple was the altar, on which we offer our sacrifices and 
bui^nt-offerings^to God. Into *none of these three did king 
Herod enter, for he was forbidden, because he was not a 
prifst. . However, he took care of the cloisters, and the 
outer enclosures, and these he built in eight years. 

6. But the temple itself was built by the priests in a year 
and six months : upon which aU the people wepe full of joy ; 
and presently they returned thanks, in the first pjbce, to God, 

* Into none of these three tUdking Herod enter^ i. e. 1, not into the 
court of the priests; 2, nor in to the holy house itself; ^nor into the 
sei^arate place bejonging to the altar, as (he words foUowtf^ imply? for 
none but priests, or their attendants, the Levites, might come into any 
of them. See Antiq. B. xvi. ch. iv. § 6, when Herod goes into the tem- 
ple, and makes a speech in it to the people, but tHii^«oald only beiotft 
the court of Israel, whither the people could cone to heaf him. 
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and in the next place, for^ the alacrity the king had showed^ 
They feasted, and celebrated this rebuilding of the temple : 
and for the king, he sacrificed three hundred oxen to God, as 
did the rest every one according to his ability : the number 
of which sacrifices it is not possible to set down, for it cannot 
be that we should truly relate it; for at the same tinie with 
this celebration for the work about the temple, fell also the 
day of the king^s inauguration, which he kept of an old cus- 
tom as a festival, and it now coincided with the other, which 
coincidence of them both made the festival most illustrious. 

7. There was alsa an occult passage built for the king^ ^t 
led from Antonili to the inner tem{lle, at its ec&tern g9t«i$ over 
which he also erected for himself a tower, that he might have 
the opportunity of a subterraneous asceflt ^to the tenfi^e, in 
order to guard against any s«dition»i|^ich might be made hj 
the people against their kings, ft is also *r^p Aed, that 
during the time that the temple was building, it dfd /fot rain 
in the day time, but that the shQwers ^1 in the nights, so that 
tbfwork was not hindetfd. And this our fathers have de-> 
li4lpi|^d to'us'5 norls iHncr^ble, if any one have*lAsgard to 
•the other mantfestations of Qod. •And thus was perf9rme4 
4hQ wo^ of thej^buHding of the templ^% 

-■ ■< I W ■ ■ < t .1 < d ^, l i ..I 



^ This tfilAtion Which JoserihuMftifL nctflioiit) as delivered'^owit- 
JprOolnthersto tbeircbiidren, oj^bis ppclicBlar rV48rk«bl«€irci«ft8t«oce 
reiatipz to/i|e buildiifglftf Iitt^4'9 tmple; || a defnoastratiqn that such 
4t8lM]fldin|;wa«'f{ known tiling in JulltaMaJh^ time *He was born but 
*46 years ||ter it is refated to have beeMDishA} aod^iaigbt himself have 
^•R and 8pol^Vi|i8Qme oTthe baHders the|p6tl^S)*iind with a great 
nuihber of those dsB^Mtd seen it building. T|te d6ubt»«thereff>ier aboiit 
the ird^ of^is JHtoiy, of the poHi|ig down and rebuilding this temple 
by Iterod; #>ich bome weak people nave indulged^ was not then much 
gt^ater than it: soon m|y be, whether Ofgjio oar StjJ^dfs church in 
London, itos burnt down in the fire of LonSbn, A.. DJldSS; andTebulH 
by Sk* Christopher Wren a littl% afterword, 

* " ■ • • 
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BOOS XVX. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF 12 YEARS. 

[From the finishing of the temple by Herod, to Iho death of Alexander 
and Aristobulus] 

CHAP. I. 

- v.* 

A law tyf Herod^»'e:houttjfieve§i Salome and Pheraras ca^ 
lumnic^ jHe'xander and Jristobuius, upon their return 
front Rome^ for tohwn yet Herod provides wites, 

<^ 1. As king Hen 
tion of Mls^ntlre go^ 
particular acts of inju 
the cit3i.and countrji^ 
nal laws, alttd which* 
breakers to be ej«€lec 
was ti6t only grieire 

tained in it a xiis;solu1 \ 

iQt this slavery to fc ' 

the maoner of <be * 
under to do \ftiatsoc 
offence against out r( 
meat to sQcll 9» wer 
meat being avoided : 

dain, that the th^^f shall restore fiurfold : and'that if he have 
* not 60 much, be shall be sold indeed, Kuf not to foreieners, 
nor so that he be under *'perp4ual slavery, (or he^u4§ia^ 
been released after six yearsi fiTut this law, thus enkcted, in 
order to introduce a severe and iAgal punishment, seemed 
to be a piece ^f insolence in Herod, when h^did not act 
as a king, but as a tyrant, and thus conteiil]itU(ysly^ and with* 
out regard to his subjectsy<)id4ie venture to introduce such » 
punishment. Now this penalty, thus l^rought iifto practice, 
was like J^erod^ other actions, ahd ftecatne a pjirt of hb sic- 
cusation, and an occsusioQ. of 4heiiatred he lay undec 

€. Now at- this thne it was ij^ he sailed into Italy, gs very 
desurlMista'meet with Ceesar,.and^fosee ras ^ons wjio lived 
at Rome: and Caesar jvas^iot only 'very 6b)fglng 10 hi^^in 
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other ] 
take them 1 
selves i 

come from Italy, the multitude were very de^ou^ to see 
them, and they became conspicuous among them all, as ador- 
ned with great blessings of fortune, and h|viiULthe counte- 
nances of persons of royal dignity. So they soon apj^eaiM, 
to be the objects of envy to Salome, the king^s sister, attd to 
such as had raised calumnies ag^nst lHariamne ; for Ihey 
were suspicious^ that ^hen thefe came to the govj^ntmeol^ 



II(A> iGrod twite Balled to Agiippa ; arid how u^onfheconi' 
jflmnt of the Jews in- IgrAa against the Greeks ^ Agtytpa 
confirfned the laws of the Jetl^to thifm* • . 

^ 1. When Herod had dispatched ihese ^airs, and he 
understood th^t Marcos Agrippahad sailed ag^ out of Italy 
intO'Asia, he made haste to himy^Hd besought hifn t<f come to 
him into his kingdom^ lind to paistake ^, what he%iight justly 
expect from one that had ftJen his guest, and ^yas his friend. 
'Ii?his request he greatly pressed,.and to it A§rippa agreed, and 
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came into Judea ; whereupon Herod ousted nothing that 
migl^ples^ him. Re entertained him in his new built cities^ 
and Ao^ed him the edifices he had built^ and provided all 
sorts of ihe "^best and most costly dainties for him^ and his 
friends^ and that at Sfboste, and Caraarea^ about that port 
that he hadj^il^nd at the fortresses which he had erected 
af^reat expenses, Alexandrium, and Herodium, and Hyrca« 
nia. ■ He ^\90 conduc|pd hira to the city Jerusalem^ where all 
theii^ople met him in their lestival garments, and j[eeeived him 
li^h acclamations. AgrippH also offeied an hecatomb of sa- 
cfifices fo God ; aUc^llisted the|)eople, wi^iout omitting ai|y 
of l^ gres^t i}%m^ that could be gotten. He also to#k 
so much pleasure there, that be ^bode msmy dkys with thgto, 
and w^uiawilUnglv have steid longer, bat that the season 
4. of the^tfar^jnadeVm haste away ; for, as win(|^ i$ajfp>m« 
hig on, hriBougRi it not safe j|fto to sea later||^:ip^et mwaa 
of n«]C^tK to retufn'i^aiR tolonia. ^ 

2." So A|rippa ^em a^ay, t^en Herod had bestowsA|[ 
him, and «n jhe'prioci^jal of time that wer^With hiftf inany 
present^ butkki^g Herod, when he had p^sed th^ welter in 
hlh o^f (^teiniofis, made jiast^totget to $m again ifi th^ 
spwg^, Kken he knenijfW designed t|^;o|to^ a cctepflign^ at the 
Si»sphcrus. A whei^ he fiad^sailed by Rl^pdes, aiyi ^fK(Q, 
he touchlfd at L^sfalba, as thinkiif^Jie Ihould have om^ften 
Agfij^pa tl^re, but be was taken %oif%ere Sy a uprt|pwfnd, 
which hindered his ^pf^dnf going to the^sBore f^nejpoih- 
tinued many d^s at Chi<^ wo/d, ^^e H^iindly trei^iHimgr^ 
many thaV* ca^ma U^ htia^ and obliged them by glviiarthm 
royalf dfts. . And when he sawth^The porticQ pfm^d^ 
wa^ lalien down, ^^iel^#&^t wasn)iierth?own in the JViithri- 
daticwar, and wasa*veryiarge*|pdnnelt)uilding, sQ*was*it 
not So easy to rebuild that as it* was Qie re^-^et di^'e fui^ 
nish a Sum no^cmi^'\j/§e enough^ fir (ftkt purpose^^t whsit 
was more than su&ient to fiMsh the building ^ and ordered 
thern^ not to overlool^the portiCo,1but to rebuild it quickly, 
that'^'sf^th? city might ro^over its* frvoper omamants. And 
when the Uigh winds were "^ laid, he sailed to Mityl^he, and 
thetf^e io Byzantium ; apd when he Jieard that Agrijil^^^as 
sailed beyond the C jiftneai; socks, he made all 4he haste pos« 
sible td overtake hira, and came up with him about S&iope in 
Pontus. H^^as seen sailing byihe sU^pmen most unexpect- 
edly, but appeared to theirgreat joy : andtmaiiy fiiendly sa- 
lutations there were^ betweSif to^^ insomuch tha^ Agiippa 
tlioQght he^had recefve||[ the greatest umlAs of the kiog's kimU 
ness and humaniyr (owyds him i&sslbleji^inSe the king &A 
come so'Jdhg a v^age, and at d very proper'Jscast^ for ma^^k 
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3. But now, when Agrippa and Herocfwere iifjonia^o 
|rreat multitj^de of the Jews, who dwelt in * cities, «anie to 
them, and laying hold of the opportunity dh(ithelib€|fty«iov^ 
given them, laid before tliem the injuries which %iey suffer-^ 
ed, while they were not permitted to use their own Id^^ ' 
but were compelled to prosecute their law suits,.by the i^ 
usage of the judges, upon their holy days, and were^ej)nV-^ 
ed of the money they used to lay up at Jerusaleii(ana were 
forced into the army, and upon such other offices as obliged 
them to spend their sacred money ; from which buVdens thev 
always used to be freed by the Romans, wh6 had still per- ^ 
mitted them to live according to their*own laws. When this 
clamour was made, the king desired of Agrippa ^hat A ^ 
would hear their cause, and assigned Nicolaus, ooi of ns 
friends, to plead for those tHeir privileges. Ajccordingly, 
when' Affrippa had called ^e princijJTal of the'lffimans, andj. 
fiuch of the kings and tulcrs as were tltei%^t%fce. his asses. 
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U^iFS ; ^^ It is of i9ftce8si(ynncaq|)eDt mi SQoh asharain dbtress 
to^ave i$ i m iv r9i to ^ose thst h^4t-iiAhei/power to free 
them mm the8^Nijuries't)tey'Me,ii|i(kr9 and forth^se that 
iipw jart c^mprainadts^he'y amroacli ywm witk.great asMir- 
al|ce ^ for ^ ti|ey hive Mmerlgoi^ oblaiaed jotir lavoa^ 
iChiut qp |hey ijiave eYcn^ishecLtf^'iiiveit^thmr nowi^lj en- 
treat that .you, who liatiH>een lift 9on<ys/wiU take care that 
thqp^ Ikvoprs yeu have alreidy gfanted them ^ay not IK; 
taken away fronv them. We have r^^red i^ie^e favours 
frpft y«U9 wbo^ alom hav^ igpwSf to grant\{hem, ^ have 
then^^aken frsm i|s 9y sucfa«^re ao^^greater tna%ottrse)ves^ 
anf by such as* we know are ms much subjects as we are ; 
•and certainly, if W0||{yiveJb#en^vouc^Mtl€Ml gre^ favours, it is 
to ojir pommenda^mn, who bave.otoun^d them, as havitig 
been founds des^erving of such ^eat favours ; and if those 
tf^Vours be but small ones, It woohl be barbarous for the do* 
nors not to confirm them to us : and for those that are the 
hindrance^f the<Jews, and use them reproadifully, it is evi-> 
deql that they affront both the receivaigi, While they will not 

Sfcw those to be worthy men t^ whom their excellent rulers 
[emselves have Eoriy their testimony, and the donors^ 
while they desir^ those favours already granted may be abro» 
gated* Now if any one should ask these Gentiles thetn* 
selves, which of die two things they would choose to part 
^iSJH ^^^ lives, or ^he customs of their forefathers, their so* 
leqinities, their sacrifices, their festivals, ^/JB^ch they cele* 
bi^te in honour of tho^ they suppose to be gods ? I know 
vei:y well .that they woiid choose to suffer any thing whatso^ 
«ver rath^ than d dissolution of any of the customs of their 
forefatbers i for a ffreat^nany of them have ratiper chosen ta 
go ft w|r okth^t Account, as very solicitous not to transgress 
.io.those nratters: and indeed we take an esthnate of that 
hjlfipiness wMch all mankind do now enjoy by your means 
l^m this xery thing, that we are allowed every one to wor- 
yShip as our own institututions require, and yet to live [In 
^ peace^ and although they would not be thus treated thcm- 
" selves, yet do they endeavour to compel others to comply 
ivith theni^ as if 4^ were not as great an instance of impiety^ 
* profanely to dissolve tl^e religious solemnities of any others, 
as to be negligent in the observation of their own towards 
their goj^s. And let us now consider the one of these prac" 
tifcs : Ml there any people, or city, or community of men, to 
whom yojjr government, and the Roman power, does not ap- 
pear to be the greatest blessing Brjls theve any cNie th^ can 
dteire to mai^ VtOid the favours they have granted ? No one 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



aep^iL^ i^ liBilfJ^w^ 



26$ 

}^ c^rtaii^ly so fMli ' ^^ theiee are.no^.j«n but sMi asjij^ve 
*been plrtal^ers of their J||vours llotb p|iiR'an${^4i^ ; and * 
indeed those tbat^ke away what ;^ Have grante«l*ean iiave 
no assurailc%buil'ei{ery one of fMeir owiyrrants»mad^ them 
by you nifff be takep from the]3Qkal#^ wh^i gnint»'.i|f yfiu^ 
can yet never be «u£ici^ntly valued^ for if thdy'^rtterfwr 
the q)d governn^^nts under ^ifigs, together with your ppenmt 
government, besides the greaf nimber of benefits wbfcb*rhis 
government l|ath bestowed on{theiiKii|i ord^ to their hirpp^ 
nes%|his is instead of all the rem'^at the3ii|app«ar to be^ no 
longer in a state of slavei:^ but of freedom, ^ow th§ privi- 
leges we desire, even when we are in the be$( circumstances^ 
are not supb as deserve to be envied^/or we are indeed illg^ 
prosperous state by your means^ but this is ofi\y in commffir 
with others } and it is more than this wluch we desire, t|» 
preserve our religion without any prohibition, which, as it^ 
appears not in itself a privilege tobaenvied us, so it i» for 
the ad vantage, of those that giailAl us; ior*i( ^ divinte. 
delights in being honoured, it must delight in tht)se that peP^ 
. mit theno to be honoured ; and there are notte of our cust^fema^ 
*which are inhuman, bat all tending to piety, and devoted to 
the preservation of justice ; nor do we conclhl those injunc-< 
tions of ours, by which we govern K)ur lives, they being me*' 
mortals of piety, and of a friendly conversation among 
nien^: aniL* the seventh day we set apart from labour : it is 
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wo^ '^ttlfanAOront^^ oiir re|%ioiK «f 'liANk thejr are too*? 

* ^ous^ al ^eU^ ^^mtd ha^ indulged theiii3elves in^ un- ** 
jtisty4uidt# them involunfary katred,. fq^ ^our governmeot 
o¥er^ ill IS * one, l^ding^tcf Hte estft]blislinj^ of ^if^volence, 
aii^^bpMMiing of y-wilLmaaaig such «s are disjtdaed to it. 
l%ui is'f tt^ei^efore, whatwtB implore from thee, most excellent 
Agilf|)a, that t^ may not be iilj^^ated ; t]»at we ma>not 
he a^s#d ; that we may net beliindered from making use of 
our own ciiHtomt; nopjbe de^oiled of our gfods; nor be 
fprced by tbese^faen to d'^ Dijiat'we ourselves force nohady 

^ to do, for these privileges of ours are not only according to 
justice, but haVe formerly been granted us by you : and we 
^q$ able to read to yoi^ many decrees of the senate, and the 
Haoles that /contain them, trhkh are still extanrin the capitol, 
« cpncerning these things, which it is evident were granted 
afteiiyott had. experience ^f our fidelity towards you, which 
ought to be ^al^d^ thpugh no suck fidelity had been ; for 
* VQ» have^theato presermt whaf people were an possession 
of, not to us' only, but almost to all men, and have added 
^ irt'er advantages than they couid have hoped for, and 
thereby your government is> become a . great advantage to* 

. them. And if'vny one were able to enumerate the prosperi- 

*ty^o have conferred ok. every nation, which tliey possess 

bv flour means, he could never dut an end txMAs discourse : 
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our own deserts/ and do, on thataccount, petition thee for thy 
confirmation o( them, from whom we had reason to hope for 
them, though they had not been given us before, both out of 
regard to our king's disposition towards you, and your dispo« 
sition towards him. And further, we have been informed 
by those Jews that were there, with what ki»dness thou ca- 
lmest into^ur country, and how thou oflferedst the most perfect 
sucrifices to God, and honouredst him with remarkable vows, 
and how thou gavest the people a feast, and acceptedst of 
their own hospitable presents to thee. We ought to esteem 
all these kind entertainments, made both by our nation and 
our city, to a man who is the ruler and manager of so much 
of the public affairs, as iAdications of that friendship which 
Ihou hast returned to the Jewish nation, and which hath been 
procured them by the family of Herod. So we put thee in 
mind of these things in the presence of the king, now sitting 
by thee, and make our request for no more but this, that whkt 
you hare given us yourselves, you will not see taken away by 
others from us.'' 

4. When Nicolaus had made Kis speech, there was no op- 
position made to it by the Greeks, for this was not an inquiry 
made, as in a court of justice, but an intercession to prevent 
violence to be offered to the Jews any longer ; nor did the 
Greeks make any defence of themselves, or deny what it was 
supposed they had done. Their pretence was no more than 
this, that while the Jews inhabited in their country, they were 
entirely unjust to them, [in not joining in their worship 5] 
but they demonstrated their generosity in this, that though 
they worshipped according to their own institutions, they did 
nothing that ought to grieve them. So when Agrippa perceiv- 
ed that they had been oppressed by violence, he made this 
answer : " That on account of Herod's good-will and friend- 
ship, he was ready to grant the Jews whatsoever they should 
ask him, and that their requests in themselves seemed to him 
just, and that if they requested any thing farther, he should 
not scrupllB^o grant it them, provided they were no way to 
the detriment of the Roman government ; but that, while 
their reqbest Was no more than this, that what privileges they 
had already given them might not be abrogated, he confirm- 
ed this to them, that they might continue in the observation 
of their own customs, without any one's offering them the 
least injury." And when he had said thus, he dissolved 
the assembly : upon which Herod stood up, and saluted him, 
and gave him thanks for the kind disposition he showed to 
them. Agrippa also took this in a very obliging manner, 
and &aluted him again, and embraced him in bis arm^ aftOr 
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which he went away from Lesbos, but the king determined 
to sail from Samos to his own country ; and when he had 
taken his leave of Agrippa, he pursued-his voyage^ and land- 
fed at Caesarea in a few days' time, as having favourable 
winds ; from whence he went to Jerusalem, and there gath- 
ered all the people together to an assembly, not a few being 
there out of the country also. So he came to them, and gave 
them a particular account of all his journey, and of the af- 
fairs of all the Jews in Asia, how by this means they would 
Uve without injurious treatment for the time to come. He 
also told them of the entire good fortune he had met with, and 
hew he had administered the government, and had not neg- 
lected any thing which was for their advantage : and as he 
was very joyful, he now remitted to them the fourth part of 
their taxes for the last year. Accordingly, they were so 
pleased with his favour and speech to them, that they went 
their ways with great gladness, and wished the king all man- 
ner of happiness. 



CHAP. ni. 

How great disturbances arose in Herodis family on hispret 
f erring Aniipater^ his eldest son, hefoihe the restj tiU Jkoo^ 
ander took that injury very heinously. 

^ I. But now the affairs in Herod^ family were in more 
and more disorder, and became more severe upon him, by 
the hatred of Salome to the young men [Alexander and Arb- 
tobulus,] which descended as it were by inheritance [from 
their mother M ariamne :] and as she fully had succljijfed 
against their mother, so she proceeded to that degree of mad- 
ness and insolence, as to endeavour that none of her posterity 
might be left alive, who might have it in their power to re- 
venge her death. The young men had also somewhat of a 
bold and uneasy disposition towards their father, occasioned 
by the remembrance of what their mother had iSjustly sufr 
fered, and by their own affectation of dominion. The ol4 
grudge was also renewed ; and they cast reprp£ches on Salo* 
me and Pheroras, who requited the young men with mali- 
cious designs, and actually laid treacherous snares for them. 
Now, as for this hatred, it was equal on both sides, but the 
manner of exertmg that hatred was different ; for, as for the 
young men, they were rash, reproaching and affronting the 
others, openly, and were unexperienced enough to think it 
the most generous to declare their minds in that undaunted 
manner 5 but the others did not take that method; but made 
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use of the calumnies after a subtle and a spiteful manner, still 
provoking the young men, and ima^'ining that their bold^ 
ness might in time turn to the offering violence to theur fs^ 
^ ther, for inasmuch as they were not ashamed of the pretend* 
ed crimes of their mother, nor thought she suffered justly, 
these supposed that at length it might exceed ail bounds, and 
induce them to think they ought to be avenged on their father^ 
though it were but dispatching him with their own hands. At 
length it came to this, that the whole city was full of these 
discourses, and, as is usual in such contests, the unskilfulness 
of the young men was pitied, but the contrivance of Salome 
was too hard for them, and what imputations she laid upon 
them, came to be believed, by means of their own conduct, 
for they who were so deeply affected with the death of their 
mother, that while they said both she and themselves were in 
a miserable case, they vehemently complained of her pitiable 
end, which indeed was truly such, and said that they were 
themselves in a pitiable case also, because they were forced 
to live with those that had been her murderers, and to be 
partakerd with them. 

2. These disorders increased greatly, and the king's ab^ 
sence abroad had afforded a fit opportunity for that increase; 
but as soon as Herod was returned, and had made the fore- 
mentioned speech to the multitude, Pheroras and Salome let 
fall words immediately, as if he were in great danger, and as 
if the young men openly threatened that they would not spare 
him any longer, but revenge their mother's death upon him. 
They also added another circumstance, that their hopes were 
fixed on Archelaus, the king of Cappadocia, that they should 
be able by his means to come to Caesar and accuse their fa* 
ther. Upon hearing such things, Herod was immediately 
disturbed ; and indeed was the more astonished, because the 
same things were related to him by some others also. He 
then called to mind his former calamity, and considered, that 
the disorders in his family had hindered him from enjoying 
any comfort from those that were dearest to him, or fro»i^ his 
wife whom he loved so well; and suspecting that his future 
troubles would soon be heavier and greater than those thiat 
were past, he was in great confusion of mind, for divine provi- 
dence had in reality conferred upon him a great many outward 
advantages for his happiness, even beyond his hopes, but the 
troubles he had at home, were such as he never expected to 
have met with, and rendered him unfortunate ; nay, both sorts 
came upo*^ him to such a degree as no one could imagine, and 
made it a doubtful question, whether, upon the comparison of 
both, he ought to have exchanged so great a success of out- 
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ward good things for so great misfortunes at home, or whe- 
ther he ought not to hare chosen to avoid the calamities re- 
lating to his family, though he had, for a compensation, never 
been possessed of the admired grandeur bfa kingdom. 

S. As he was thus disturbed and afflicted, in order to de- 
press these young men, he brought to court another of his 
sonSy that was bom to him when he was a private man ; his 
name was Antipater^ yet did he not then indulge him as he 
did afterwards, when he was quite overcome by him, and let 
him do every thing as he pleased, but rather with a design of 
depressing the insolence of the sons of Mariamne, and manag- 
ing this elevation of his so, that it might be for a warning to 
Ihem, for this bold behaviour of theirs [he thought] would 
not be so great, if they were once persuaded, that the suc- 
cession to the kingdom did not appertain to them alone, or 
must of necessity come to them. So he introduced Antipater 
as their antagonist, and imagined that he made a good provi- 
sion for discouraging their pride, and that after this was done 
to the young men, there might be a proper season for expect- 
ing these to be of a better disposition : but the event proved 
Otherwise than he intended, for the young men thought he 
did them a very great injury; and as Antipater was a shrewd 
man, when he*had once obtained this degree of freedom, and 
began to expect greater things than he had before hoped for, 
tie had but one single design ur his head, and that was to dis- 
tress his brethren, and not at all to yield to them the pre-emi- 
nence, but to keep close to his father, who was already alien- 
ated from them by the calumnies he had heard about them^ 
and ready to be wrought upon in any way, his zeal against them 
should advise him to pursue, that he might be cbntinually 
more and more severe against them. Accordingly, all the re» 
ports that were spread abroad came from him, while he avoid- 
ed himself the suspicion as if those discoveries proceeded 
from him, but he rather chose to make use of those persons 
for his assistants that were unsuspected, and such as might be 
believed to speak truth, by reason of the good-will they bore 
to the king ; and indeed there were already not a few who 
cultivated a friendshi ^ with Antipater, in hopes of 'gaining 
{Somewhat by him, and these were the men who most of afi 
persuaded Herod, because they appeared to speak thus out 
of their good-will to him : and while these joint accusations, 
which from various foundations supported oneanother^s verai 
city, the young men themselves afforded farther occasions to 
Antipater also ; for they were observed to shed tears often^ 
on account of the injury that was offered them, and had tbdr 
mother in their mouths, and among their friends, thejr YOOt^- 
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turned toreproachtheirfather^asnotactingjustly by them, 
all which things were with an evil intention reserved in me* 
maty by Antipater against a proper opportunity ; and when 
they were told to Herod, with aggravations, increased the 
disorders so much, that it brought a. great tumult into the fami- 
ly 5 for while the king was very angry at the imputations that 
were laid upon the sons of Mariamne, and was desirous t« 
humble them, he still increased the honour that he had be* 
stowed on Antipater ; and was at last so overcome by his per* 
suasions, that he brought his mother to court also. He als# 
wrote frequently to Caesar in favour to him, and more ear- 
nestly recommended him to hb care particularly. And when 
Agrippa was returning to Rome, after he had finished his 
*ten years' government in Asia, Herod sailed from Judea ; and 
when, he met with him, he had none with him but Antipateri 
whom he delivered to Agrippa, that he might take him along 
with him, together with man^r presents, that so he might be- 
come Caesar's iriend, insomuch, that things already looked as 
if he had ail his father's favour, and that the young men wer^ 
already entirely rejected frolb any hopes of the kingdom. 



How J ^ring AnUpiiitfa abode at Rome^ Herod brought M^ 
gander and ArisitAvb'^ before Ccssar, and accused ihem. 
Alexander's d^ence of himself before C(tsar^ and recon- 
ciliation to Wm father. 

^ %l» And now wfiat happened during Antipater's absence 

vaugmpi^d the honour to iprhich he had been promoted, and 

his.a[)^arent eminence abo'te his brethren, for he had made a 

'^^'^ " ^ feme, because Herod had sent recommendations 

Jriends there, only he was grieved that he was 




3r ted, proper opportunities of perpetually ca- 

" i^M^pnitbgjbis Mmren ; and his chief fear was, lest his father 

- ^^^uldattior his mind, an^ entertain a most favourable opinion. 

of thg^i^ns of Mariamne ; and as he had this in his mind, he 

<^d noideslit' from his purpose, but continually sent from 

Rome any such stories as he hoped might grieve and irritate 

hrs father against his brethren, under pretence indeed bf a 

., deep concern for his preservation, but in truth such as his 

' jnalicious mind dictated, in order to purchase a greater hope 

^' This interval often years for the-dnration of Marcus AgMpga'sgo* 
vernment in Asia, seems to be true, and agreeable to Che Roman bistory > 
fset Usher's Annals at A. M. 3392. 
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of the sticcessioD, which yet was already great in itself: and 
thus he did till he had excited such a degree of anger in He- 
rod, that he was akeady become very ill disposed towards 
the young men; but still, while he delayed to exercise so vio- 
lent a disgust against them, and that he might not either be 
too remits, or too rash, and so offend, he thought it best to 
tail to Rome, and there accuse hb sons before Caesar, and not 
indulge himself in any snch crime as mightbe heinous enough 
to be suspected of impiety; but as he was going up tojlome, 
it happened that he made such haste as to meet with Caesar 
at the *city Aquileia: so when he came to the speech of Cae- 
sar, he asked for a time for hearing this great cause, where-> 
in he thought himself very miserable, and presented his sons 
there, and accused them of theijr mad actions,, and of {hcit 
attempts against him : that ^^^hey wer<* enemies to him ; and 
by all the means they were able, did their endeavours to 
show their hatred to their owa father, and would take away 
his ]ife, and so obtain his kingdom, after the ipost barbarous 
manner; that he had power from Caesar^ to <)ispose of it, 
not by necessity but by choice, ta him who shall exercise 
the greatest piety towards him, yfhlle these my. sons are not 
so desirous of ruling, as they are, upon ^ disappointment 
thereof, to expose their own life, if so be tJ^K may .but de- 
prive their father of his life, so wildx ^nd pmluted is their 
mind by time become, out of their hatred to him; that where* 
as he had a long time borne this his/nisfortune, he 4fas now 
compelled to lay it before Caesar, and to pollute his ears with 
such language, while he himself wants to know what severily 
they have ever suffered from him ? or. what hardships he 
hath ever laid upon them to mal^e them complain^ him? 
and how they can think it just that he shoisld not be lord of 
that kingdom, which he in a longtime, and with gr^at dan^W 
had gained, and not allow him to keep it, aofA tO|^pos^ orit 
to him that shall deserve it best ? and this, with ot^eradvao-Ti 
tages, he proposes as a reward for the pietttA^^sudTan one ^ 
will thereafter imitate the care he hath tami omtkki^d^if 
i^ch an one may gain so great a requital as that iwand tKa<* 

* Although Herod met Augustus at Aiqtiileia, yet was this accusation 
of his sons deferred till (hey cBine to Rome, as §3 azures us, and us ifre 
are particularly informed in the histhry of the War, B. i. ch. xxiii. § 3. * 
vol. V. though what he here says belonged distinctly to AlexaOTer (he el- 
der brother, 1 mean his being brought to Rome, is here justly eztendeil 
to both the brothers, and that not only in our copies, but in that of Zono- 
ras also ; nor is there reason to doubt but they were both at this solemn 
liearing by Augustus, although the defence was ma^e lwAteiq|(»d«t 
aiooe who was the el^r brother,. aad onQ that c^uI^^peA ^S3lff^' 
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it is an impious thing for them to pretend to meddle with it 
beforehand, for he who hath ever the kingdom in his view, at 
the same time reckons upon procuring the death of his fa^ 
ther, because otherwise he cannot come at the government : 
that as for himself, he had hitherto given them all that he was 
able, and what was agreeable to such $is are subject to royal 
authority, and the sons of a king ; what ornaments they want- 
ed, with servants, and delicate fare, and had married them 
into the most illustrious families, the one [Aristobulus] to his 
sister's daughter, but Alexander to the daughter of king Ar- 
chelaus : and what was the greatest favour of all, when their 
crimes were so very bad, and he had authority to punish 
them, yet had he not made use of it against them, but had 
brought them before Caesar, their common benefactor, and 
had not used the severity which either as a father who had 
been impiously ahuse({, or as a king who had been assaulted 
treacherously, he might have done, he made them stand upon 
the level with him in judgment; that, however, it was ne- 
cessary that all this should not be passed over without pu- 
nishment, nor himself live in the greatest fears ; nay, that it 
was not for their own advantage to see the light of the sun^ 
after what they had done, although they should escape at this 
time, since they had done the vilest things, and would cer- 
tainly suffer the greatest punishments that ever were known 
among mankind.'' 

i. These were the accusations which Herod laid with great 
vehemency against his sons before Coesar. Now the young 
men, both while he was speaking, and chiefly at his conclud- 
ing, wept,, and were in confusion. Now, as to themselves^ 
they knew in their own conscience they were innocent, but 



arise trom any consciousness ol great enormities, Dut from 
their unskilfulness and modesty. They were also commise- 
rated by those that were there in particular, soid they moved 
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their father's affections, m earnest till he had much ado to con- 
ceal them. 

3. But when they saw there was a kind disposition arisen 
both in him and in Caesar^ and that every one of the rest did 
either shed tears, or at least did all grieve with them, the one 
of them, whose name was ^/exaitdier, called to his father, and 
attempted to answer his accusation, and said, ^^ O father, the 
benevolence thou hast showed to us is evident, even in this 
very judicial procedure, for hadst thou had any pernicious in- 
tentions about us, thou hadst not produced us here before the 
common saviour of all, for it was in thy power, both as a king, 
and as a father, t9 punishjthe guilty ; but by thus bringing«us 
to Rome, and making Caesar himself a witness to what is done, 
thou intimatest that thou intendest to save us, for no one that 
hath a design to slay a man will bring him to the temples and 
to the altars ; yet are our circumstances still worse, for we 
cannot endure to live ourselves any longer, if it be believed 
that we have injured such a father; nay, perhaps it would 
be worse for us to live with this suspicion upon us, that we 
have injured him, than to die without such guilt: and if our 
open defence may be taken to be true, we shall be happy, 
both in pacifying thee, and in escaping the danger we are in, 
but if this calumny so prevails, it is more than enough for us 
that we have seen the sun this day; which why should we 
see, if this suspicion be fixed upon us ? Now it is easy to^say 
of young men that they desire to reign; and to say farther, 
that this evil proceeds from the case of our unhappy mother. 
This is abundantly sufficient to produce our present misfor- 
tune out of the former : but consider well, whether ^h an 
accusation does not suit all such young men, and may not be 
said of them all promiscuously ? £or nothing can hiil^r hhn 






done ; for a royal family that is at variance with its^, Wm 
terrible thing; and that which thou callest a reward ofoimj^^ 
often becomes, among very wicked men, such a foundaucft^ 
hope, as makes them leave no sort of mischief untri4*4;*" 
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does any one lay any wicked practices to our charge ; but as 
to calumnies by hearsay, how can he put an end to them, who 
will not hear what we have to say ? Have we talked with too 
great freedom? y^s; but not against thee, for that would be 
unjust, but against those that never conceal any thing that is 
spoken to them. Hath either of us lamented our mother? 
yes 5 but not because she is dead, but because she was evil^ 
spoken of by those who had no reason so to do. Are we 
desirous of that dominion which we know our fathsr is pos- 
sessed of? For what reason can we do so ? If we already 
have royal honours, as we have, should we not labour in vain ? 
And if we have them not, yet, are we not in hopes of them P 
Or, supposing that we had killed thee, could we expect to 
obtain thy kingdom? while neither the earth would let us 
tread upon it, nor the sea let us sail upon it, after such an ac- 
tion as that : nay, the religion of all your subjects, and the 
piety of the whole nation would have prohibited parricides 
from assuming the government, and fronf *entering into that 
Haost holy temple which was built by ftiee. But suppose we 
had made light of other dangers, can any murderer go off un- 
punished, while Caesar is alive ? We are thy sons, and not so 
impious, or so thoughtless as that comes to, though perhaps 
more unfortunate than is convenient for thee. But in case 
thou neither findest any caiuses of complaint nor any treach- 
erous designs, what sufficient evidence hast thou to make such 
a wickedness as ours credible? Our mother is dead indeed^ 
but then what befell her might be an iustruction to us to cau)>- 
tion, and not an incitement to wickedness. We are willing 
to make a larger apology for ourselves, but actions nevec 
done, do not admit of discourse: nay, we will make this agrees 
ment with thee, and that before Caesar, the lord of all, who is 
now a mediator between us, if thou, O father, canst bring 
thyself by the evidence of truth, to have a mind free from 
suspicion concerning us, let us live, though even then we 
shall live in an unhappy way, for to be accused of great acts 

• Since some prejudiced men have indulged a wild suspicion, as we 
have supposed already, Antiq B. xv. chap. xi. § 7, that Josephus's bis* 
tory of Herod's rebuilding the temple is no better than a fable, it may 
not be amiss to take notice of this occasional clause in the speech of Al- 
exander before .his father Herod, In his and his brother's vindication^ 
which mentions the temple as known by every body to have been built 
by Herod. See John ii 20. See also another speach of Herod's own 
to the young men that pulled down his golden eagle from the front of 
the temple, where he takea notice, " How the building of the temple 
cost him a vast sum ; and that the Asmoneans, in tjiose 125 years they 
held the government, were not able to perform so great a work to thfi 
honour of <3od, as thU \«as." AnUq. B. xvii. ch. vi. § 3. vol. iv. 
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of wickedness, though falsely , is a terrible thing; but if thoa 
hast any fear remaining, continue thou on in thy pious life^ 
tee will give this reason for our conduct, our life is not so 
desirable to us as to desire to have it, if it tend to the harm of 
our father who gave it us," 

4. WheA Alexander had thus spokeii, Caesar, who did not 
before believe so gross a calumny, was still more moved by it, 
and. looked intendy on Herod, and perceived he was a little 
confounded, tlfe persons there present were under an anxie- 
ty about the young mein, and the fame that was spread abroad 
made the king hated, for the very incredibility of the calum- 
ny, and the conunberation which the flower of youth, and 
beauty of body, which were in the young men, pleaded for 
assistance, and the more so on this account, that Alexander 
had made their defence with dexterity and prudence ; nay, 
they did not themselves any longer continue in their former 
countenances^ which had been bedewed with tears and cast 
downwards to the ground, but now there arose in them hope 
of the best : and the king himself appeared not to have had 
foundation enough to build such an accusation upon, he hav- 
ing no real evidence wherewith to convict tbem. Indeed he 
wanted some apology for making the accusation ; but Caesar^ 
after some delay, said, that, ^^ although the young men were 
thoroughly innocent of that for which they were caluomiated^ 
yet had they been so fai' to blame, that they had not demean- 
ed themselves towards their father so as to prevent that suspi- 
Cion which was spread abroad concerning them." He aisoex- 
horted Herod to lay all such suspicion aside, and to be recondl- 
ed to his sons, for that it was not just to give any credit to 
any siich reports concerning his own children; and that this 
repentance on both sides might still heal those breaches that 
had happened between them, and might improve that their 
good-will to one another, whereby those on both sides excus- 
ing the rashness of their suspicions, might resolve to bear a 
greater degree of affection towards each other than they had 
before. After Caesar had given them this admonition, he 
beckoned to the young men. When therefore they were 
disposed to fall down to make intercession with their father, 
he took them up, and embraced them, as they were in tears, 
and took each of them distinctly in his arms, till not one of 
those that were present, whether freemto, or slave, but was 
deeply affected with what they saw. 

5. Then did they return thanks to Caesar, aqd went away 
together; and with them went Antipater, with an hypocriti- 
cal pretence that he rejoiced at this reconciliation. And in 
the last days they were with Caesar, Hprod made him a pre- 
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sent of three hundred talents^ as he was then exhibiting shows 
and largesses to the people of Rome : aad Csesar made him 
a present of half the revenue of the copper mines in Cyprus, 
and committed the care of the other half to him, and honour- 
ed him with other gifts and incomes : and as to his own king^ 
dom, he left it in his own power to appoint which of his sonsf 
he pleased for his successor, or to distribute it in parts to 
every one, that the dignity might thereby come to them all. 
And when Herod was disposed to make such a settlement im- 
mediately, Caesar said, ^^ He would not give him leave to de- 
prive himself while he was alive, of the power over his king- 
dom, or over his sons.^ 

6. After this, Herod returned to J^udea acain; but, during 
his absence, no small part of his dominions about Trachon had 
revolted, whom yet the commanders he left there had van- 
quished, and compelled to a submission again. Now as He« 
rod was sailing with his sons, and was come over against Ci- 
licia, to [the island] Eleusa, which hath now changed its 
name for Sebaste, he met with Archelaus, king of Cappado- 
cia, who received him kindly, as rejoicing that he was recon- 
ciled to his sons, and that the accusation against Alexander, 
who had married his daughter, ^as at an end. They also 
made one another such presents as it became kings to make. 
From thence Herod came to Judea, and to the temple, 
where he made a speech to the people, concerning what 
had been done in this his journey: ^* He also discoursed 
to them about Csesar's kindness to him, and about as many of 
the particulars he had done as he thought it for his advantage 
other people should be acquainted with* 4-t last he turned 
his speech to the adn^onition of his sons^ and exhorted those 
that lived at coi^t, and the multitude, to coQcord : and inform- 
ed them, that his sons were to reign after him ; Antipater 
first, and then Alexander and Aristobulos, the sons of Mari- 
amne ; but he desired that at present they should all have 
regard to himself, and esteem him king and lord of all, since 
he was not yet hindered by old age, but was in that period of 
}ife when jhe must be the most sialyl in governing; and that 
- he was no(^ deficient in other arts of management that might 
enable him to ^yem the kingdom well, and to rule over his 
children also. He farther told the rulers under him, and the 
soldiery, that in case they should look upon him alone, theit ' 
life would be led in a peaceable manner, and they would 
nciake one another happy.*'. And when he had said this, he 
dismissed the assembly. Which speech was acceptable to 
the greatest part of the audience, but not so to diem all, fov 
the contention among bis sops, and the hopes be had given 
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Hot9 Herod celebrated the games that were to return every 
Jifth year upon the building of CcBsarea ; and how he built 
and adorned many other places after a magnijicent man- 
ner ; and did many other actions gloriously. 

§ 1 . About this time it was that Caesarea Sebaste, which he 
had built, was finished. The entire building being accoffl- 
plished in the tenth year, the solemnity of it fell into the 
twenty-eighth year of Herod's reign, and imo the bundr^ 
and ninety-second Olympiad : there wias, accordingly, a great 
festival, and most sumptuous prepai-ations made presently in 
order to its dedication : for he had appointed a contention in 
music, and games to be performed naked : he had also gotten 
ready a great number of those that fight single combats, 
and of beasts for the like purpose ; horse races also, and the 
most chargeable of such sports and shows as used to be exhi- 
bited at Rome and In other placei^. He consecrated this com- 
bat to Caesar, and ordered it to be celebrated every fifth year. 
He also sent all sorts of ornaments for it out of his own fur- 
niture, that It might want nothing to make it decent : nay, 
Julia, Caesar's wife, sent a great part of her most valuable 
furniture [from Rome,] insomuch that he had no want of any 
thmg : the sum of them all was estimated at five hundred ta- 
lents. Now when a great multitude was come to that city to 
see the shows, as well as the ambassadors whotn other people 
s^nt, (^ account of the benefits they had received [from He- 
rod,] he entertained them all in the public inns, and at public 
tables, and with perpetual feasts, this solemnity having in the 
day-time,' the diversions of the fights, and in the night-time, 
such merry meetings as cost vast sums of money, and public- 
ly demonstrated the generosity of his soul, for in all his un- 
dertakings he was ambitious to exhiBit what exceeded what- 
soever had beeh^one before of the dame kind. Aifd it is re- 
late4*<hat' Caesar and Agrippa often said, that "the dominions 
of H^^^aShyfere too little for the greatness of his soul, for that 
he deserved to have both all the kingdom of Syiia^ and that of 
Egypfalso." ^ 

2. After this solemnity and xfiese festivals were over, Hc^ 
rod erected another city in the plain called Caphars'aba,wheTe 
he chose out a fit place, both for plenty of water, apd good- 
ness of soil, and proper for the production of what was ftere 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Chap. V. OF THE JEWS. • 277 



planted, where a river encompassed the city itseh', and st 
grove of the best trees for magnitude was round about it t 
this he named Jntipatris, from his father Antipater. He also 
built upon Another spot of ground above Jericho, of the same 
name with his moth^r^ a place of great security, and very 
pleasant for habitati^, sind caljed it Cypros. He also dedicat-L 
ed the finest monuments to his fM:(Hher Ph'asaelus^ on account 
of the greatest natural affect\p;x, there hatl been J[)etween them,* 
by erecting a tower in the city its^f, not less than the tower 
of Pharos, which he named Phasaelus ^^hich was at once a 
part of |he igtrong defences of t^o^city, and a memorial for 
him that wa^ deceased, because it baKt his mune. He also 
built a city of)|he same nam«"in\ithe villey of Jericho, as you. 
go from it nortliyard, \^re^ "he ronderei^the neighbouring 
country more fraitful, t>y the cultivation its inhabitants intro- 
duced: and this also he caHefl Ptasaelia. 

3. Buf;^ for his. other benefits,^ it ii^possi()le to reckon 
them ^p, those wMch 1^ bestow^ on W^s, I^Dth in Syria 
apd in Greci^e, aml^in alfthe blaces he'^![|ie to in his voy- 
ages ; fojr h^eeliis |o hav^ conferred, apd tna^^after a most 
splendid mariner, whdt^woi^ min^teif Jpmany necessities, 
lyad the building of public i^orkfe, and ^ave tbem the money 
that trjia necessary to such^orks aid'' wanted it, to support, 
them upon the fait^^Ferf^f 'th^r <t^ reve^iu^ ^ but what was 
the gresttest an^ n^iAulustrioii^ qf all h» worka^ he erectecl 
Apwo^s temple -at Rhodes, at his own el^penses, and gave 
thenr a great num];teCbf tal|^ts^silv|^ for Vie repair of their 

£|et. He also built «e greate^,tert of the public edifices for 
e inhabitants!^ *Nipopo1is, a^ctium z and for the Antio* 
^iaiis, the itihffiitants of the jimcipal cffy of Syria, where a 
biQAd street cuts tlhrougk dite place len^hway, he built clois- 
ters ftlofig it on both sides, and laid the open road with polish^ 
ed stone, and wag of very great advapta^ to the inhabitants. 
And as to ^he Olympic games, which were in a very low 
condition, by reasoi^ of the failure of their revenues, he re- 
covered their r4>utation, and appointed revenues for their 
maintenance, and made that solenvi meeting more venerable, 
as to the saerifices and other ornaments ; and by reason of 
this vast liberality, he was generally declared in their inscrip- 
tions to be one of -the perpetual managers of those games. 

4. Now some there are, who stand amazed at the diversity 

* Dr. Hudson here gives us the words of Saetonms conceroing this 
!Nicopoli8, when Aa<<ustU8 rebuilt it : *^ And that the memory of the vrc- 
tory at Actiiim might be celebrated the more afterward, he built Nico- 
pofla at Actium, and appointed public shows to be there exhibited every 
mth year." In August. § IS. 

Vol. UK A a 
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of Herod's nature and purposes ; for when we have respect 
to his magnificence, and the benefits which he bestowed on all 
mankind, there is no possibility for even those that have the 
least respect for him, to deny, or not openly to confess, that 
he had a nature vastly beneficent ; but when any one looks 
upon the punishments he inflicted, an^the injuries he did, net 
only to his subject?, but to his Nearest relations, and takes no- 
tice of his severe and unrelenting disposition there, he will 
be forced to allow, that it^was brutish, and a stranger to all 
humanity;. insomuch, that these men suppose his jfiatore to 
be different, and Sometimes at contradioiion with itself: but 
I am myself of-another.opiiiion, and injagine that the'occasion 
of both these sorts of actions was one and t^e.same : for being 
a man ambitious W honour, z^nd qui]^ ovel-c^e by that pas- 
sion, he was induced to be magnificent, wherever there .ap- 
peared any hppes of a future memorial, or reputation ^ pre- 
sent; and as his expenses were' beyond his abilities^ he was 
necessitated j^o be iiarsh to his subjects^ for theTpersons on 
whom he expended his money were so ipany, that they made 
him a very feid procurer of if^ aqd b^eause«he ^as conscious 
that he was nated.jby;*tnos9 under hiec^ for th^ injfurios he did 
them, he thought it 'not an e|isy t^ng to amend his offencesi 
for that was ihconvfehient fof; his revenue, he therefore 
strove on the j9#Kr^side to make theirjilj-will sin occasion of 
his gainsi lAsto his own courlj therefore, if any one was not 
very obsequious to him in his language, and would not con- 
fess himself to b«*Ii!s s^aVe, o^ buj^eemed to thiqk of any in- 
novation in his^overnment, he was not' able to contain him- 
self, but prosecuted 6 is very kindred aqd friends, and punish- 
ed them as if they were ^etiiies; arid this wickedness he 
undertook out of a desire that Ke mjjfht be himself alone Igf- 
noured. Now for this my assertion about that pa^ion of bia^ 
we have the greatest evidejice by what he did,to jionfiior Cae- 
sar, and Agrippa, a1id his other, friends ; for with what ho- 
nours he paid-his respects to them who were his superiorly 
the same did he desire to be paid to himstlf; and what he 
thought the most excellent .present he could make another, 
he discovered an inclination to have the like presented to 
himself. But now the Jewish nation is by their law a stran- 
ger to all such things, and accustomed to prefer righteousness 
to glory; for which reason that nation was not^egreeable to 
him, because it was out of their power to flatter the king's 
ambition with statues or temples, or other such performances. 
And this seems to me to have been at once the occasion o£ 
Herod's crimes as to his own courtiers, and counsellors, and 
of his benefactions as to foreigners, and those that had no re- 
lation to bim- 
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CHAP. VI. 

An embassage of the Jews in Cyrene and Asia to Casar^ con^ 
ceming the complaints they had to make against the 
Greeks ; with copies of epistles which Ccesar and Agrippa 
wrote to the cities for them. 

§ 1. Now the cities ill treated the Jews in Asia, and all 
those also of the same nation which lived in Lybia, which joins 
to Cyrene, while the former king had given them equal privi- 
leges with the other citizens 5 but the Greeks affronted them 
at this time, and that so far as to take away their sacred mo* 
ney, and to do them mischief on other particular occasions. 
When therefore they were thus^fllicted, and found no end of 
the barbarous treatment they met with among the Greeks, 
they sent ambassadors to Caesar on those accounts 5 who gave 
them the same privileges as they had befoie, and sent letters 
to the same purpost^ lo the governor of the provinces : copies 
of which I subjoin here, as testimonials of the ancient favour- 
able disposition the Roman emperors had towards us. 

2. Caesar Augustus, high-priest, and tribune of the people, 
ordains thus : since the nation of the Jews hath been found 
grateful to the Roman people, not only at this time, but in 
time past also, and chiefly Hyrcanus the high-priesi, under 
*my father Caesar the emperor, it seemed good to me and my 
counsellors, according to the sentence and oath of the people 
of Rome, that the Jews have liberty to make use of their own 
customs, according to the law of their fathers, as they made 
use of them under Hyrcanus the high-priest of Almighty 
God ; and that their sacred money be not touched, but be 
sent to Jerusalem, and that it be committed to the care of the 
receivers at Jerusalem : and that they be not obliged to go 
before any judge on the Sabbath day, nor on the J day of the 
preparation to it, after the ninth liour : but if any one be 
caught stealing their holy books, or their sacred money, whe- 
ther it be out of the synagogue, or public school, he shall be 
deemed a sacrilegious person, and his goods shall be brought 
into the public treasury of the Romans. And I give order, 
that the testimonial which they have given me, on account 

* Augustus here cuiis Julius Caesar his father, though by birth he 
was only his uncle, on account of his adoption by him. See the same, 
Aotiq. B. xiv. cb liv. § 4. 

t This is authentic evidence, that the Jews, in the days of Augustus^ 
began to prepare for the celebration of the Sabbath, at the ninth hour 
on Friday, as the tradition of the elders did, it seems, then require of 
them. 
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of my regard to that piety which I exercise towards all man- 
kind, and out of regard to Caius Marcus Censorinus, together 
with the present decree he proposed in that most eminent 
place which hath been consecrated to me by the community 
of Asia at Ancyra. And if any one transgress any part of 
what is above decreed, he shall be severely punished.'^ This 
was inscribed upon a pillar in the temple of Csesar. 

3. ^^ Caesar to Norbanus Flaccus, sendeth greeting: Let 
those Jews, how many soever they be, who have been used, 
according to their ancient customs, to send their sacred mo- 
ney to Jerusalem, do the same freely." These were the 
decrees of Caesar. 

4. Agrippa also did himself write after the manner follow- 
ing on behalf of the Jews : ^^ Agrippa, to the magistrates, 
senate, and people of the Ephesians, sendeth greeting : I will 
that the care and custody of the sacred money that is carried 
to the temple at Jerusalem, be left to the Jews of Asia to do 
with it according to their aocient oustom ; and that such as 
steal that sacred money of the Jews, and fly to a sanctuary^ 
shall be taken thence and delivered to the Jews, by the same 
law that sacrilegious persons are taken thence. I have also 
written to Sylvanus the praetor, that no one compel the Jews 
to come before a judge on the Sabbath day.'^ 

5. ^' Marcus Agrippa, to the magistrates, senate, and peo- 
ple of Cyrene, sendeth greeting : The Jews of Cyrene have 
mterceded with me for the performance of what Augustus 
sent orders about to Flavins, the. then praetor of Lybia, and 
to the other procurators of that province, that the sacred mo- 
ney may be sent to Jerusalem freely, as hath been their cus- 
tom from their forefathers, they coqiplaining that they are 
abused by certain informers, and under pretence of taxes 
which were not due, are hindered from sending them, which 
I command to be restored without any diminution or disturb- 
ance given to them : and if any of that sacred money in the 
cities be taken from their proper receivers, I farther enjoin 
that the same be exactly returned to the Jews in that place." 

6. "Caius Norbanus Flaccus, proconsul, to the magis- 
trates of the Sardians, sendeth greeting: Caesar hath written 
to me, and coramaqded me not to forbid the Jews, how many 
soever they be, from assembling together, according to the 
custom of their forefathers, nor from sending their money to 
Jerusalem : I have, therefqre, written to you, that you may 
know that both Caesar and I would have you act accordingly." 

7. Nor did Julius Antonius the proconsul write other- 
wise. " To the magistrates, senate, and people of the Ephe- 
Slans, sendeth greeting : As I was dispensing justice at Ephe^ 
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SU89 on the ides of February^ the Jews that dwell in Asia de- 
monstrated to me^ that Augustus and Agrippa had permitted 
them to use- their own laws and customs, and to offer those 
their firstxfruits, which every one of them freely offers to the 
deity, on account of piety, and to carry them in a company 
together to Jerusalem without disturbance. They also peti- 
tioned me, that I also would confirm, ithat had been granted 
by Augii^tus and Agrippa, by my own sanction. I would, 
therefore, have ypu take notice,'Wiat according to the will of 
Augustus and Agrippa, I permit them to use and do according 
to the customs of theicforefathers without disturbance.'' 

8. I h|ive been obliged to set dowft these decrees because 
the present 'feistory of our own acts will go generally among 
the Greeks 5 and- I haye hereby demMistrated to them that 
we have formerly been arf' great esteem, and have not been 
prohibited by those governors we were uhder, from keeping 
any of the laws- of our forefethers 5 nay, that we have been 
supported by them, while ^e followed our own religion, and 
the worship we paid to Gdd : andl frequently make mention 
of these decrees, in order to reconcile oth^ people to us, and 
to take away the causes of that hatred which unreasonable 
men bear to us. A^ for our * customs^ there is no nation 
which alwaystnakes'^se «f rfl^^^e, and. in every city almost 
we meet withlhem different from one another ; butnaturd 
justice is moafe.agreeablelb %e advantage of all men equally^ 
both- Greeks ahd Barbarians,*tc^''which bUr laws have the 
greatest regard, and thereby render us, if we abide in them 
afteF-a puipSncgdiier^^nevplent and triendly to all men : on 
%jYhi<^'a«count ^we have rmspn to expect the like return from 

^ , otVrs, aijd tft;4nf(Jri^ttem tnat they oilgbtnot to esteem dif- 
fefence of^oak^e^ostitutions a sufficient cause of alienation, 
^"i IjoiinSmtfi us in}lh€ pursuit of virtue and probity, fot 
this belongs to attiinen in common, and of itself alone is suf- 

♦ ficjent far the preservation of human life. I now return to 
^the thread of my history. . 
= "- — • ^ m ' 

> The reiOQining part of this chapter is a remai<kable one, as justly 
dtstiiiguishingnaturaljustic|) religion, and morality, from positivotin^tir 
nuions in all countries, an a evidently preferring the fbrmer before the 
latter, as did the true prophi^sof Dod always under the Old Testament, 
and Christ and his apostles Sways under the New j whence our Jose-r 
j)has seems tahave been at this time nearer Christianity than were the 
Scribes and pharisees of his age, who, as we know from the I\'ew Testacy 
ment, were entirely of a different opinion and pracUce. 



Aa 2 n ] 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



282 ANTIQUITIES Btoi XVI. 



GHAP. VII. 

flow, upon Hef*otPs going down into DavicP^ sepulchre , the 
sedition in M? family greaily increased.' 

^ 1. As for Herod/he had spent vailt sums about the cities 
both without and within his own kingdom ; and as he had 
before heard that Hyrcanus, who had been king before hiro^ 
had opened David's sepylcht^, and taken out of it three thou- 
sand talents of silver, and tftat there was^ much greater num- 
^ ber left behind, and indeed enotigh to suffice all his wsnts, he 
had a great while an intention t» make the attempt; dnd at 
this time he opened that sepulchre iS^r night, an^ Went into it, 
and endeavoured that it should not 6e.dt all ktiown in the city^ 
but took only his most faithful friends with "him. As for any 
money, he found none, as Hyrcaqus had done, but that ibr- 
niture of gold, and those predons goods that were laid up 
there, all which he took away. JHowever, he had a great 
desire to make a more diligent search, and to go farther in, 
even as far as the very bodies of David and Solomon ; where 
two of his guards were slain l^ a flame that burst out upon 
those that went in, as the report was. .So-be was terribly af« 
frighted, and went out^^ arUMtm^ ^'tnonument to commemo- 
rate that fright, and this of white stone, at .tbe'mouth of the 
sepulchre, and that at a gregjt expense also. • AtW even ♦ Ni- 
coiaus, his historiographtr, m^kes mention of thisnnomitnent 
built by Herod, though he does not ro«ntioii'}ii%gping down 
into the sepulchre^ as knowing ^at actlri^tb n%f-fll repute : 
and many other things he tr^tsof in th« s^mlMteaffi^m \xi^ 
book ; for he wrote in Herod's lifetime, and under his itiM 
and so as to please him, and as a leWarit t6*hiii^ toucnn| 
upon nothing but what ten^led fb his gTor3r^.and ofilnly excu- 
sing many of his notorious crimes, and vefy^kigently couch- 
ing them. And as he wife desirous to put Batidsome coAars \ 
oq the death of Mariamne, and her sons, which were .barbM 
rous ac%>n!( in the king, he tells falsehoods about the t^eonffk' 
nenceof Mariarane, and the treacherous designs'of his sorts 
upon him ; and thus he proceeded in^his whole work^ making 

* It is kere worth our observation how careful Josepbus was as to 
the discovery of truth in Herod's history, sincie he would not follow 
NIcolaus of Damascus himself, so great an historian, where there was 
reason to suspect (hat he flattered Herod ; which impftrtialily in histo* 
ry Josephiis here solenanly professes, and of which impartiality he has 
given more demonstrations than almost any historian whomsoever: but 
«s to Herod's taking great wealth ont of David's sepulchre, thouKh 1 can- 
not prove it, yet do I strongly suspect it from this very history^ 
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a pompous encomium upon what just actions he had done, 
but earnestly apologizing for his unjust ones. Indeed a man, 
as I said, may have a grtfat deal to say bjr way of excuse for 
Nicolaus ; for he did not so properly write this as an history 
for others, as somewhat that might be subservient to the king 
himself. As for ourselves, who come of a family nearly alii* . 
ed to the Asmonean kings, and on that account having aa 
honourable place, which is the priesthood, we think it indecent 
to say any thing that is false about thero, and accordingly we 
have described their actions after an unblemished and Upright 
manner. And although we reverence many of Herod's pos- 
terity, who still reign, yet do we pay a greater regard to truth 
than to them, and thb though it sometimes happens that we 
incur their displeasure by so doing. 

2. And indeed Herod's troubles in his family seemed to be 
augmented by reason of this attempt he made upon David's 
sepulchre, whether divine vengeance increased the calamities 
he lay under, in order to render them incurable, or whether 
fortune made an assault upon him in those cases, wherein 
the seasonableness of the cause made it strongly believed that 
the calan^ities came upon him for his impiety, for the tumult 
was M^e a civil war in his palace, and their hatred towards 
one another was like that whete each one strove tB exceed 
another in calumnies. However, Antipater used stratagems 
perpetually against his brethren, and that very cunningly : 
while abroad, he loaded them with accusatioins, but still took 
upon him frequently to apologize for them, that this appar^Kt '.. 
benevolence to them might make him. be believed, and for- 



xvomen, Glaphyra, Alexanders wife, the daughter of Arche- 
laus, hated Salome, both because of her love to her husband^ 
and because Glaphyra seemed to behave herself somewhat 
insolently towards Salome's daughter, who was the wife of 
Aristobulus 5 which equality of ber's to herself, Glaphyra 
took very impatiently. 
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2. Now besides this second contention that had fallen 
amon? them, neither did the king's brother Pheroras keep 
himself out of trouble, but had a particular foundation for 
suspicion and hatred ; for he was overcome with the charms 
of hb wife, to such a degree of madness, that he despised the 
king's daughter to whom he had heen betrothed, and wholl}^ 
bent his mind to the other, who had been but a servant. He- 
rod also was grieved by the dishonour that was done him, 
because he had bestowed many favours upon him, and had 
advanced him to that height of power that he was almost a 
partner with him in the kingdom, and saw that he had not 
made him a due return for his favours, and esteemed himself 
unhappy on that account. So upon Pheroras's unworthy re- 
fusal, he gave the damsel to Phasaelus's son ; but after some 
time, when he thought the heat of his brother's affections 
was over, he blamed him for his former conduct, and desired 
him to take his second daughter, whose name was CypxoB, 
Ptolemy also advised him to leave off affronting his brother, 
and to forsake her whom he had loved, for that it was a base 
thing to be so enamoured of a servant as to deprive himseli 
of the king's good-will to him, and become an occasion of his 
trouble, and make himself hated by him. Pherora^new 
that this advice would be for his own advantage, particularly 
because he had been accused befope, and forgiven ; so he 
put his wife away, although he alreadv had a son by her, and 
engaged to the king, that he would taice his second daughter, 
/and agreed (hat the thirtieth day after should be the day of 
marriage ; and sware he would have no farther conversation 
with her whom he had put away : bm when the thirty days 

to his affections, that he no 
lad promised, but'continued - 
; occasjfiA^ HeivSoftb gri^. 
bile t*h^ king^^ropped one 
perpetually^ and^iaoMaade 
for raisingM^lumfllei^lgl^t 
er a singlCTpwet day, or hdur: 
1 or anothSi arose a^^n^bis 
ietirest to hui^ %t Sapife 
atured to Marfemne'f sons j 
• lighter, who pms the wife of 

Aristobulus, one of those young men, to bear a good-\vill to 
Jier husband, but persuaded her to t^U her, if he said any 
thing to h^r in private,and when any mis-understandings hap- 
pened, as is common, she raised a great many suspicions out 
of it ; by which means she learned all their concerns, and 
. jQnade the damsel ill-natured to the young man. And in order 
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to gratify her mother^ she often said, that the young men used 
to mtsntion Mariamte when they were by themselves ; and 
that they hated their father^ and were continually threatening, 
that if they had once got the kingdom, they would make 
Herod's sons by his other wives country school-masters, for 
that the present education which was given them, and their 
diligence in learning, fitted them for such an employment* 
And as for the women, whenever they saw. them adorned 
with their mother's clothes, they threatened, that instead of 
their present gaudy apparel, they should be clothed in sack* 
cloth, and confined so closely, that they should not see the 
light of the sun. These stories were presently carried by 
Salome to the king, who was troubled to hear them, and eft* 
deavoured to make up matters : but these suspicions afflicted 
him, and becoming more and more uneasy, he believed every 
body against every body. However, upon his rebuking his 
sons, and hearing the defence they made for themselves, he 
was easier for a whde, though a little afterwards much worse 
accidents came upon him. 

4. For Pheroras came to Alexander, the husband of Gla* 
phyra, who was the daughter of Archelaus, as we have aU 
ready told you, and said that he had heard from Salome, that 
Herod was enamoured of Glaphyra, and that his passion for 
her was incurable. When Alexander heard that, he was all 
on fire from his youth and jealousy ; and he interpreted the 
instances of Herod's obliging behaviour to her, which were 
very frequent, for the worse, which came from those suspi* 
cions he had on account of that word which fell from Phero« 
ras ; nor could he conceal his grief at the thing, but informed 
him what words Pheroras had said, l^^pon which Herod was 
in a greater disorder than ever ; and not bearing such a false 
calumny, which was to his shame, was much disturbed at it : 
and often did he lament the wickedness of his domestics, and 
how good he had been to them, and how ill requitals they had 
made him. So he sent for Pheroras, and reproached him, 
and said, ^^ Thou vilest of all men ! art thou come to that un« 
measurable 'and extravagant degree of ingratitude, as not on- 
ly to suppose such things of me, but to speak of them ? I now 
indeed perceive what thy intentions are : it is not thy only 
aim to reproach me, when thou usest such words to my son, 
but thereby to persuade him to plot against me, and get me 
destroyed by poison. And who is there, if he had not a 
good genius at his elbow, as hath my son, but would not bear 
^ such a suspicion of his father, but Would revenge himself 
upon him ? Dost thou suppose that thou hast only dropped a 
tvord for him to think of, and not rather bast pot a sword int^ 
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bis hand to slay his father ? And what dost thou mean, when 
thou really hatest both him and his brother, to pretend kind^* 
jaess to them, only in order to raise a reproach against me^ 
and talk of such things as no one but such an impious wretch 
as thou art, could either devise in tlieur mind, or declare in 
their words. Be gone, thou art such a plague to thy bene- 
factor, and thy brother, and may that evil conscience of thine 
go along with thee ; while 1 still overcome my relations by 
kindness, and am so far from avenging myself of them, as 
they deserve, that I bestow greater benefits upon them than 
they are worthy of. 

5. Thus did the king speak. Whereppon Pheroras, who 
was caught in the very act of his villainy, said, that '^ it was 
Salome who was the framer of this plot, and that the words 
came from her." But as soon as she heard that, for she was 
at hand, she cried out like one that would be believed, that 
no such thing ever came out of her mouth : that they all ear- 
nestly endeavoured to make the king hate her, and to make 
her away, because of the good-will she bore to Herod, and 
because she was always foreseeing the dangers that were 
coming upon him, and that at present there were more plots 
dgainst him than usual ; for while she was the only person 
who persuaded her brother to put away the wife he now had^ 
«nd to take the king's daughter, it was no wonder if she were 
Aated by him. As she said this, and often tore her hair, and 
often beat her breast, her countenance made her denial to be 
believed, but the perverseness of her manners declared at 
the same time her dissimu'ation in these proceedings : but 
Pheroras was caught between them, and had nothing plausi* 
ble to offer in his own defence, while he confessed that he 
had said what was charged . upon him, but was not believed 
when he said he had heard ii from Salome ; so the confusion 
among them was increased, and their quarrelsome words one 
to another. At last the king, out of his hatred to his brother 
and sister, sent them both away : and when he had comment* 
ded the moderation of his son, and that he had himself told 
bim of the report, he went in the evening to refresh himself. 
After such a contest as this had fallen out among them, Sa- 
lome's reputation suffered greatly, since she was supposed to 
have first raised the calumny ; and the king's wives were 
grieved at her, as knowing she was a very ill-natured woman, 
and would sometimes be a friend, and sometimes an enemy 
at different seasons : so they perpetually said one thing or 
other against her, and somewhat that now fell out made them 
the bolder inspeaking against her. 

6* There was one Obodus^ king of Arabia; an inactive and 
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slothful man in his nature ; but Sy Ileus managed most of his 
affairs to him. He was a shrewd man, although he were but 
young, and was handsome withal. This Sylleus, upon some 
occasion coming to Herod, and supping with him, saw Sa- 
lome, and set his heart upon her ^ and understanding that she 
was a widow, he discoursed with her. Now because Salome 
was at this time less in favour with her brother, she looked 
upon Sylleus with some passion, and was very earnest to be 
married to him ; and on the days following, there appeared 
many and those very great indications of their agreement to- 
gether. Now the women carried this news to the king, and 
laughed at the indecency of it ; whereupon Herod inquired 
about it farther of Pheroras,*and desired him to observe them 
at supper, how their behaviour was one toward another ; who 
told him, that by the signals which came from their heads and 
their eyes they both were evidently in love. After this, Syl- 
leus the Arabian, being suspected, went away, but came again 
two or three months afterwards, as it were on that very de- 
sign, and spoke to Herod about it, and desired that Salome 
might be given him to ifife^ for that his affiflity might not be 
disadvantageous to his affairs, by an union with Arabia, the 
government of which country was already m effect under his 
power, and more evidently would be his hereafter. Accor- 
dingly, when Herod discoursed with his sister about it, and 
asked heir, whether she was- disposed to this match ? she im- 
mediately agreed to it. But when Sylleus was desired to 
come over to the Jewish religion, and then he should marry 
her, and that it was impossible to do it on any other terms, 
he would not bear that proposal, and went his way ; for he 
said, that if he should do so, he should be stoned by the 
Arabs. Then did Pheroras reproach Salome for her incon- 
tinency, as did the women much more ; and said, that Syfleus 
had debauched her. As for that damsel, which tKe king had 
betrothed to his brother Pheroras, but he had not taken her, 
as f have before related, because he was enamoured of his 
former wife," Salome desired of Herod she might be given to 
her son by Costobarus ; which match he was very willing to, 
bISt was dissuaHed from it by Pheroras, who pleaded, that this 
ytmng man would not be kind to her, since his father had* 
been slain by him, and that it was more just that his son, who 
was to be his successor in the tetrarchy, should have her : so 
he begged his pardon, and persuaded him to do so. Accord- 
ingly, the damsel, upon this change of her espousab was dis- 
posed of to this young man, the son of Pheroras, the king 
giving for .her portion an hundred talents^ 
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CHAP. VIII. 

How Herod took up Alexander, and b&ufid him; whom yet 
Archelausy king of Cappadocia, reconciled to his father 
Herod again. 

§ 1, But still the affairs of Herod's familj were nobetter, 
i>ut perpetually more troublesome. Now this accident hap- 
pened, which arose from no decent occasion, but proceeded 
so far as to bring great difficulties upon him. There w^re 
certain eunuchs, which the king had, and on account of their 
beauty was very fond of them ; ^nd the care of bringing him 
drink was entrusted to one of them, of bringing him hb sup- 
per to another, and of putting him to bed to the third, who 
also managed the principal affairs of the government : and 
there was one told the king that these eunuchs were corrupt- 
ed by Alexander the king's son, with great sums of. money : 
and when they were asked, whether Alexander had criminal 
conversation with them ? they confessed it, but s^i^ they 
knew of no further mischief of his against his fatfier ; but 
wh€ui they were more severely tortured, and were in the ut- 
most extremity, and the tormentors, out of compliance with 
Ailtipater, stretched the rack tb the very utmost, they said, 
that Alexander bare great ill-will and innate hatred to his fa- 
ther ; and that he told them, t^t H^rod despaired to live 
Qfiuch jongei^; and tfiat in prder to cover his gi'eat age, he co- 
loui^d his hair black^ aiid eiideavauted to concefil what would 
dfscover how old he was ; but that if he wouM apply himsdU' 
to hiiKj^ when he should attain the kingdom, which in spite aS 
his father, could con^e to no one else, he shotid quickly have 
the« first place in that kipgdofh under him, for that he was 
now ready to t^ke the kingdom, not only as his birth-right, 
but by the preparations he had made for ^^taining it, becaoBe 
a great many of the rulers', and a^reat jttany of his friends, 
-were of his side, and those no ill men neither, ready botli t6 
do and to suffer whatsoever should come on that' account. 

2. When Herod heard this confebion, he' was all x>yer im- 
ager and fear, som^^^ar^ seeming to him r^roachfuf, Hftd 
*some made him su^iciqiis o( dangers' tl^taSendedJiim, ih^* 
sd'muoh that on both accounts he was^ pj^oked, and bitterly 
afraid lest some more heavy plot was lara agaiqsl* him than 
he should be then able to escape from ; wherejipon he did not 
now make an open search, but sent about spies to watch 
such as he suspected, for he was now overrun with sftn|>l- 
cion and hatred against all about him'^ and indulging aboa* 
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daace of those sogpiekms^ in order to \as presevation^ he 
contiBued to suspect those that were goilTOSs: noi^ did he 
set any bounds to himself but supposing thiLt tiiose who stM 
with him had the most power to hurt him^ tUey were to him 
very frigbtfUl ^ and for those that did not use to come to hkn^ 
it seemed enough to name them [to make them suc^ieotedj 
and bethought himself safer when they were destroyed: and 
at last hb domestics were come to that pass^ that beidg nd 
way secure of escaping themselves, they UHl to acoising one 
another, and imagining that he who finrt accused anodter, was 
most likely to save himself; yet when any had overthrown 
others, they were hated, and they were thought to sufii^p ju^ly^ 
who unjustly accused others, and they only thereby prevent*- 
ed their own accusation : nay, they now exsecoted their own 
private enmities by this means, and when they were caught> 
they were punished in the same way. Thus these men con- 
trived to make use of this opportunity as an instrument anfd a 
snare against their enemies, yet when they tried it^ were 
themselves caught also in the same snare which they laid for 
others : and the king soon repented of what he had done, 
because he had no clear evidence of the guilt of those whom 
he had slain ; and yet, what was still more severe in him, he 
did not make use of his repentance in order to leave off doing 
the like again, but in order to inflict the same punishment 
upon their accusers. 

3. And in this state of disorder were the affairs of the pa* 
lace : and he had already told many of his firi^ds dh«etly, 
that they ought not to appear before him, nor come into the 
palace; and the reason of this injunction was, dMit [when 
they were there] he had less freedom of acting, or a greatei* 
restraint on himself on their account : for at this time it- was 
that he expelled Andromachus and Gemdlim, men who had 
of old been his friends, and been very useftil to him^in'the 
affairs of the kingdom, and been of advantage to his Ihmily 
by their embassages and counsels; and had been tutors to 
his sons, and had in a manner the first degree of ft«edom 
with him. He expelled Andromachus, because his son De» 
metrius was a conmpanion to Alexander; and Gemellus, be* 
cause he kifew that he wished him well, which arose from hi9 
having been with him in his youth, when he was at school^ 
and absent a^ Rome; These he expelled^ of his palace, 
and was willing enough to have done worse by them ; tnit that 
he might not seem to take sooh liberty against men of so 
great reputation, he contfmted himself with depriving tiieffi 
of theur d^ty, and of their power to biiukr Ids wicked ^ro^^ 
"ogi. 
VOL. ui. B b 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



^90 ANTIQUITIES Book XVX 

4. Now it was AaUpater who was the cause of all tlus ; who 
wheo he knew what a mad and licentious way of acdng his 
father was in, and had been a great while one of his counsel- 
lors, he hurried him on, and then thought he should bring 
him to do somewhat to purpose, when every one that could 
oppose him was taken away. When therefore Andromachus 
and his firiends were driven away, and had no discourse nor 
freedom with the king any longer, the king, in the first place, 
examined by torture all whom he thought to be faithful to 
Alexander, whether they knew of any of his attempts against 
him ; but these died without having any thing to say to that 
matter, which made the king more zealous [after discove- 
ries,] when he could not find out what evil proceedings he 
suspected them of. As fm- Antipater, he was very sagacious 
to raise a calumny against those that were really innocent, as 
if their denial was only their constancy and fidelity [to Alex- 
ander,] and thereupon provoked Herod to discover by the 
torture of great numbers, what attempts were still conceded. 
Now there was a certain person out of the many that were 
tortured, who said that he knew that the young men had often 
said, that when he was commended as a tall man in his body, 
and a skilful marksman, and that in his other commendable 
exercises he excedeed all men, these qualifications given him 
by nature, though good in themselves, were not advantageous 
to him, because his father was grieved; at them, and envied 
him for them : and that when he walked along with his father^ 
he endeavoured to depress, and shorten himself, that he 
might not appear too tall; and that when he shot at any 
thing, as he was hunting, when his father was by, he missed 
his mark on purpose, for he knew how ambitious his father 
was of bemg superior in such exercises. So when the man 
was tormented about this saying, and had ease given his body 
after it, he added that he had his brother Aristobulus for 
his assistance and contrived to lie m wait for their father, 9» 
they were hunting, to kill him ; and when they had done so, 
to fly away to Rome, and desire to have the kingdom given 
them. There were also letters of the young man found, 
written to his brother, wherein he complained, that his fa- 
ther did not act justly in giving Antipater a country whose 
S early] revenues amounted to two hundred talents. Upon 
ese confessions, Herod presently thought he had somewhat 
to depend on in his own opmion, as to his suspicion about his 
sons : so he took up Alexander and bound him: yet did he 
still continue to be uneasy, and was not quite satisfied of the 
truth of what he had heard: and when he came to recollect 
himself, he found that they had only made juvenile complaints 
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and contentions^ and that it was an incredible thing, that when 
his son should have slain him, he should openly go to Roipe 
[to beg the kingdom J so he was desirous to have some surer 
mark of his son's wickedness^ and was very solicitous about it, 
that he might not appear to have condemned him to be put 
in prison too rashly ; so he tortured the principal of Alexan- 
ders friends, and put not a few of them to death, without get- 
ting any of the things out of them which he suspected. And 
while Herod was very busy about this matter, and the palace 
was full of terror and trouble, one of the younger sort, when 
he was in the utmost agony, confessed that Alexander had sent 
to his friends at Rome, and desired that h» might be ^t^tiddy 
invited thither by Caesar, and that he could discover a plot 
against him, that Mithridates, the king of Parthia, was joined 
in friendship with his father against the Romans, and that he 
had a poisonous potion prepared at Askelon. 

5. To these accusations Herod gave credit, and enjoyed 
hereby, in his miserable case, some sort of consolation, in ex- 
cme of his rashness, as flattering himself with finding things 
in so bad a condition : but as for the poisonous potion, which 
he laboured to find, he could find none. As for Alexander, 
he was very desirous to aggravate the vast misfortunes he 
was under, so he pretended not to deny the accusations, but 
punished the rashness of his father with a greater crime of 
his own; and perhaps he was willing to make his father 
ashamed of his easy'belief of such caluitmies : he aimed es- 
pecially, if he could gain belief to his story, to plague him, 
' and his whole kingdom : for he wrote four letters, and sent 
them to him, that ^^ he did not need to return any more per- 
sons, for he had plotted against him ; and that he had for his 
partners Pheroras," and the most faithful of his friends; and 
that Salome came into him by night, and that she lay with him 
whether he would or no ; and that all men were come to be of 
one mind, to make away with him as soon as they could, and 
so get clear of the continual fear they were in from him." 
Among these were accused Ptolemy and Sapinnius, who were 
the most faithful friends to the king. And what more can 
he said, but that those who before were the most intimate 
friends, frere become wild beasts to one another, as if a cer- 
tain madness had fallen upon them, while there was no room 
ibr defence or l^futation, in order to the discovery of the 
truth, but all were at random doomed to destruction ; so that 
some lamented those that were in prison, some those that 
were put to death, and others lamented that they were in 
expectation of the same miseries; and a melancholy solitude 
rendered the kingdom deformed^ and quite the reverse to 
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tiNit Jhap^y «lBle it' was (atmaAj in. Herod's vmn life aho 
VAS entirdx fHa^iriMd; and bccaiise be coold timt aobody^ 
he WAS soEeljr i^pslied by tke «iqieotation of fofther misefy, 
for lie iiften fancied in his imagini^ion, that bis son bad faMeo- 
uponbim^cr atoodbgrbim ^i^ asurordin bis band; and 
thus was hb flGuMyJaight and da^, iatent upon this llnng^ mod 
cevolml k over and over, no ^^erwise than if be were un- 
der a dislractiofL And tbis was the sad combtion Hetod was 
BOW in. 

6. Bitf when Arcbdaus, l^ing of Cappadoeia, beittd of the 
stale that Herod was in, and being to great disteess aboift bia 
daugbt^y and the young man [her husband,] and grieving 
with Herod, as with a asan that was bis fi;ieBd, on account of 
so i^eat a disturbance as be was under, be came [to Jerusa- 
lem] on purpose to compose their difierences: and when lie 
found Herod in such a temper, be thought it whc^y unsea- 
sonable to reprove him, or to pretend that be bad done any 
thing raslily, for that he should thereby naturaUy bring biai 
to dispute the pmnt with him, and by stiU BM>re and more 
apologizing for himself to be the more irritated, be weiit, 
therefore, another way to work, in order to correct the far- 
mer misfortunes, and appeared angry at the young man, and 
said, that Herod bad been so very mild a man that be bad 
not acted a rash part. at all. He also said he would ^Bssolve 
his daughter's marriage with Alexander, nor could in justice 
spare his own daughter, if she were conscious of any thing, 
and did not inform Herod of it. When Arcbelaus appeared 
to be of this temper, and otherwise than Herod expected or • 
imagined, and, for the main, took Herod's part, and was angry 
on his account, the king abated of his han^ness^ and took 
occasion from bts appearine to have acted justly hitherto, to 
come by degrees to put on the affection of a father, and was 
on both sides to be pitied ; for when some persons refiited 
the calumnies that were laid on the young man, he was thrown 
into a passion, but when Arcbelaus joined in the accusation, 
he was dissolved into tears and sorrow, after an affectionate 
manner. Accordingly, he desired that be would not dis- 
solve his son's marriage, and became not so angry as before 
for his ofienoes. So when Arcbelaus had brought him to a 
more moderate temper, he transferred the calumnies upon 
bis friends ; and said, it mast be owing to them tiiat so young 
a man, and one unacquainted with malice, was corrupted, 
and he supposed that there was more reason to su^Mct tiie 
brother than the son. Upon which Herod was very much 
dkpleased at Pberoras, who indeed had now no one tiiat coukf 
make a reconciliation between him and l»s brother. So 
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when he taw diat Archelaas had th« greatest power with 
Herody he betook himself to him, ia the habit of a moamefi 
and like one that had all the signs upon him of an undone 
man. Upon this Archelaus did not overlook the intercession 
be made to him^nor yet did he undertake to change the' 
king's disposition towards him immediately ; and he said, that 
it was bett^ fat him to come himself to the king, and con- 
fess himself the occasion of all, that this would make the 
king's anger not to be so extravagant towards him, and that 
then he would be present to assist him. When he had per- 
suaded him to this, he gained his point with both of them; 
and the calumnies raised against the young man were, be- 
yond all expectation, wiped off. And Archelaus, as soon as 
he had made the reconciliation, went then away to Cappado- 
da, having proved at this juncturn of time, the most accept- 
able person to Herod in the worid ; on which account, he 
gave him the richest presents, as tokens of his respects to 
him, and being on other occasions magnanimous, he esteem- 
ed him one of his dearest friends. He also made an agree- 
ment with him that he would go to Rome, because he had 
written to Caesar about these affairs : so they went together 
as far as Antioch, and there Herod made a reconciliation be- 
tween Archelaus and Titus, the president of Syria, who had 
been greatly at variance, and so returned back to Judea* 

CHAP. IX. 

Concerning the revolt of the Trachonitea ; how SyUeusae^ 
cused Herod before Ccesar ; and how Herody when Ccesar 
was angry at Mm^ resohed to send Nicolaus to Rome. 

^ 1. Whbn Herod had been at Rome, and was come 
back again, a war arose between him and the Arabians, on 
the occasion following : the inhabitants of Trachonitis, after 
Ceesar had taken the country away from Zenodorus, and ad- 
ded it to Herod, had not now power to rob, but were forced 
to plough the land, and to live quietly, which was a thing 
they did not like : ukI when they did take that pains, the 
ground did not produce much fruit for them. However, at 
the first, the king would permit them to rob, and so they 
abstained from that unjust way of living upon their neigh- 
bours, which procured Herod a great reputation for his care: 
butwhen he wassaiFrng to Rome, it was at that time when 
he went to accuse his son Alexander, and to cpmmit Antipa- 
ter to Caesar's protection, the Trachonites spread a report 
as if he were dead* and revolted from bis domlnioh, and be- 
Bb2 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



294 ANTIQUITIES BookXIF. 

took themsehres again^to their accustomed way of robbing 
their neighbours^ at which dme the king's commanders sub- 
dued them during his absence, but about forty of the princi- 
pal robbersi being terrified by those "^that had been taken, 
left the country, and retired into Arabia, Sylleus entertaining 
them, after he had missed of marrying Salome, and gave them 
a place of strength, in which they dwelt. So they overran 
not only Judea, but all Coelosyria also, and carried off the 
prey, while Sylleus afforded them places of protection and 
quietness during their wicked practices. But when Herod 
came back from Rome, he perceived that h'ls dominions had 
greatly suffered by them, and since he could not reach the 
robbers themselves, because of the secure retreat they had 
in that country, and which the Arabians' government afforded 
them, and yet being very uneasy at the injuries they had done 
him, he went over all Trachonitis, add slew their relations ; 
whereupon these robbers were more angry than before, it 
being a law among them to be avenged on the murderers of 
their relations by all possible means, so they continued to 
tear and rend every thing under Herod's dominion with im- 
punity : then did he discourse about these robberies to Sa^ 
tuminus and Volumnius, and required that they should be 
punished ; upon which occasion, they stiU the more confirm- 
ed tl^emselves in their robberies, and became more numer- 
ous; and made very great disturbances, laying waste the 
countries and villages that belonged to Herod's kingdom, 
and killing those men whom they caught, till these unjust 
proceedings came to be like a real war, for the robbers were 
now become about a thousand. At which Herod was sore 
displeased, and required the robbers, as well as the money 
which he had lent Obodas, by Sylleus, which was sixty ta- 
lents, and since the time of payment was now past, he de- 
sired to have it paid him ; but Sylleus, who had laid Obodas 
aside, and' managed all by himself, denied that the robbers 
were in Arabia, and put off the payment of the money, about 
which there was an hearing before *Saturninus and Volum- 
nius, who were then the presidents of Syria. At last he, 
by their means agreed, that within thirty days' time Herod 
should be paid his money, and that each of them should de- 
liver up the others subjects reciprocally. Now, as to He- 
rod, there was not one of the other subjects found in his 
kingdom, either as doing any injustice, or on any other ao- 

* Tbesejoiot presidents of Syria^ Saturninas aod Volumnius, were 
Hot perhaps of equal authority, but the laiter like a procurator under 
the former, as the very learaed NorSs and Pagi, and with them Dr. 
Eodsoo' deterMitte. 
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count, but it was proved that the Arabians had die robbers 
amonest them. 

2i When this day appointed for payment of the money 
was pasty without Sylleus's performing any part of iiis agree- 
ment, and he was gone to Rome, Herod demanded the pay- 
ment of the money, and that the robbers that were in Arabia 
should be delivered up ; and by the permission of Saturnl- 
nus and Yolumnius, executed the judgment himself upon 
those that were refractory. He took an army that he had, 
and led it into Arabia, and in three days' time, by forced 
marches, arrived at the garrison wherein the robb^ were, 
he made an assault upon them, and took them all, and demo- 
lished the place, which was called RaeptOf but did no haim 
to any others ; but as the Arabians came to their assistance, 
under Naceb their captain, there ensued a battle, wherein a 
few of Herod's soldiers, and Naceb, the captain of the Ara- 
bians and about twenty of his soldiers fell, while the rest 
betook themselves to flight. So when he had brought these 
to punishment, he placed three thousand Idumeans in Tra- 
chonitis, and thereby restrained the robbers that were there. 
He also sent an account to the captains that were about Phoe« 
nicia, and demonstrated that he had done nothing but what 
he ought to do, in punishing the refractory Arabians, which 
upon an exact inquiry, they found to be no more than what 
was true. 

3. However, messengers were hasted away to Sy Ileus to 
Rome, and informed him what had been done, and, as is 
usual, aggravated every thing. Now Sylleus had already in- 
sinuated himself into the knowledge of. Caesar, and was then 
about the palace : and as soon as he heard of these things, 
he changed his habit into black, and went in, and told Csesar, 
that ^^ Arabia was afflicted with war, and that all his kingdom 
was in great confusion, upon Herod's laying it waste with his 
army : and he said, with tears in his eyes, that two thousand 
five hundred of the principal men among the Arabians had 
been destroyed, and that their captain Naceb, his familiar 
friend and kinsman, was slain ; and that the riches that were 
at Raepta were carried off; and that Obodas was despised., 
whose infirm state of body rendered him unfit for war : on 
which account neither he, nor the Arabian army, were pre- 
sent." When Sylleus said so, and added invidiously, that 
'^ he would not himself have come out of the country, unless 
he had believed that Caesar would have provided that they 
should all have peace one with another, and that, had he been 
there, he would have taken care that the war should not 
have been to Herod's advantage." Ceesar was provoked 
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whm dus was sdd ; asd adE^d no mere than dus one quea* 
tioD, both of Herod's friends that were there^ and of his omt 
friendfty who were come from Syria, <^ Whether Herod had 
led any army ttuther ?'' and when they were forced to confess 
so much, Csesar^ without staying to hear for what reasim he 
did it, and how it was done, grew tery angry, and wrote to 
Herod sharply. The sum of this epistle was this : that 
<< whereas of old he had used him as his friend, he should 
now ine him as hb subject." Sylleus also wrote an account 
of this to the Arabians ; who were so elevated with it, that 
they neither delivered up the robbers that had fled to ihem, 
nor paid the money that was due ; they retained those pas- 
tures also which they had hired, and kept them without pay- 
ing their rent, and all this because the king of the Jews was 
now in a low condition, by reason of Caesar's anger at him. 
Those of Trachonitis also made use of this opportunity, and 
rose up against the Idumean garrison, and followed the same 
way of robbing with the Arabians who had pillaged their 
country, and were more rigid in their unjust proceedings, not 
only in order to get by it, but by way of revenge also. 

4. Now Herod was forced to bear all this ; mat confidence 
of his being quite gone with which Cesar's favour used to 
inspire him ; for Caesar would not admit so much as an em- 
bassage from him, to make an apology for him ; and when 
they came again, he sent them away without success : so he 
was cast into sadness and fear ; and Syileus's circumstance 
grieved him exceedingly, who was now believed by Caesar, 
and was present at Rome, nay, sometimes aspiring higher. 
Now it came to pass that Obodas was dead ; and Eneas, 
whose name was afterwards changed to * Aretas, took the 
gavernment, for Sylleus endeavpur^ by Calumnies to get him 
turned out of his principality, that he might himself take it ; 
with which design he gave much money to the courtiers, and 
promised much money to Caesar, who indeed was angry that 
Aretas had not sent to him first before he took the kingdom, 
yet did Eneas send an epistle, and presents to Caesar, and a 
golden crown, of the weight of many talents. Now that 
epistle accused Sylleus as having been a wicked sa-vant, and 
having killed Ododas by poison ; and that while be was alive, 
he had governed him as he pleased ; and had also debauched 
the wives of theArabians ; and had borrowed money, in or- 
der to obtain the dominion for himself yet did not Caesar 

■• ' I.I I I . I.I.I. ■ y _ 

* This Aretas WM now becoine so established a name for (be kin|;a of 
Arabia, [at Petrea and Damascus, that when the crown came to thil 
Eneas, he changed his name to AretoM, as Havercainp here justly ob^ 
«erv6i. Qee Amiq. B. zlU* ch. iv. § 2. vol. iii. 
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gm heed to these aeeiiselioBSytaiit tent his amhessadors 
ha£ky withoi^ feeeiving ai^ of tris presents : but in the meeii 
titte> the affairs of /ud^ and Arabia became worse and wcne^ 
partly because of the anarchy they were under, and partly 
because, as bad as they were, nobody had power to govern 
them, lor of the two kings, the one was not yet coi^raied in 
his kingdom, and so had not audiority sufficient to restrain 
the evti doers ; and as for Herod, Caesar was immediately 
angry at him for having avenged himself, and so he was com* 
pelled to bear all the injuries that were ofiered him. At 
length, when he saw no end of the mischief which surround* 
ed him, he resolved to send ambassadors to Rome agsun, to 
see whether his friends had prevailed to mitigate Csesar, smd 
to address themselves to Caesar himself; and the ambassador 
he sent thither was Nicolaus of Damascus. 



CHAP, X. 

How Eurycles fahefy accused HerocTs sons ; and how their 
father bound themy andtmrote to Ccesar about them. Of 
SyUeus ; and how he was accused by Nicolaus. 

^ 1. Thx disorders about Herod's family and children 
about this time grew much worse ; for it now appeared cer* 
tain, nor was it unforseen beforehand, that fortune threaten- 
ed the greatest and most insupportaUe misfortunes possible to 
his kingdom. Its progress and augmentation at tbis time, 
arose on the occasion following ; one Curycles, a Lacedemo* 
nian, (a person of note there, . but a man of perverse mind, 
and so cunning in the ways of voluptuousness and flattery, as 
to indulge both, and yet seemed to indulge neither of them,) 
came in hb traveh to Herod, and made him presents, but so 
that he received more presents from him. He also took such 
' proper seasons f<Nr insinuating himself into his friendship, 
that he became one of the most intimate of the king's friends. 
He had his lodging in Antipater's house ; but he had not only 
access, but free conversation with Alexander, as pretending 
to him that he was in great favour with Archelaus, the king 
of Cappadoda ; whence he pretended much respect to 61a- 
phyra, and, in an occult manner, cultivated a friendship 
wiUi them all, but always attending to what was said and 
done, that he might be fumi^ied with cahimnies to please 
them all. In short, he behaved himself so to every body in 
his conversation, as to appear to be his particular friend, and 
he made others believe that his being any where was for that 
person's advantage. So die won upon Alexander, who was 
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bat young ; and persiiaded faki, that he miglft open his grier- 
ances to him wUh assurance, and to nofanody ehie. So he 
declared his grief to him, how his father was alienated from 
him. He related to him ako the affairs of his modier, and 
of Antipater ; that he had driven them from their prop^ 
dignit jy and had the power over every thing hinmelf ; that no 
part of this was tolerable, since his ftther was already come 
to hate them ; and he added, that he could neither admit 
them to his taUe, nor to his conversation. Such were the 
complaints j as was but natural, of Alexander about the things 
that troubled him : and these discourses Eurycles carried to 
Antipater ; and told him, he did not inform him of this on 
bis own account, but that being overcome by his kindness, the 
great importance of the thing obliged him to do it : and he 
warned him to have a care of Alexander, for that what hef 
said was spoken with vehemency, and that, in consequence 
of what he said, he would certainly kill him with his own 
hand. Whereupon Antipater, thinking him to be hb friend 
by this advice, gaye him presents upon all occasions, and at 
length persuaded him to inform Herod of what he had heard. 
So when he related to the king, Alexander's ill temper, as diis* 
covered by the words he had heard him speak, he was easily 
believed by him j ahd he thereby brought the king to that 
pass, turning him about by his words, and irritating him, till 
he increased his hatred to him, and made him implacable, 
which he showed at that very time, for he immediately gave 
Eurydes a present of fifty talents ; who, when he had gotten 
them, went to Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, and comman* 
ded Alexander before him, and told him that he had been ma* 
ny ways of advantage to him, in making a reconciliation be- 
tween him and his father. So he got money from him also, 
and went away before his pernicious practices were found out; 
but when Eurycles was returned to Lacedemon, he did not 
leave off doing mischief, and so, for his many acts of injustice 
he was banished from his own country. 

2. But as for the king of the Jews, he was not no^ in the 
temper he was in formerly towards Alexandar and Aristoba- 
lus, when he had been content with the hearing their calum- 
nies when others told him of them, but he was now come to 
that pass as to hate them himself, and to urge men to speak 
affainst them, though they did not do it of themsdves. He 
abo observed all that was said, and put questions, and gave 
ear to every one that would but speak, if they coidd but say 
any thing against them, till at length he heard that Euaratus 
of Cos was a conspirator with Alexander ; which thing to 
Herod was the most agreeable antf sweetest news imagiome^ 
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3. But still a greats midortane came apoo the young men ; 
while the calunmies against them were continually increased, 
and, as a man may say, one would think it was every one's 
e^deay9ur to lay some grievous thing to their charge, which 
might appear to be for the king's preservation. . There were 
two guards of Herod's body, who were in great esteem for 
their strength and talhiess, Jucundus and Tyrannus ; these 
men had been cast off by Herod, who was displeased at them ; 
these now used to ride along with Alexander, .and for their 
$killln their exercises were in great esteem with him, and 
had some gold and other gifts bestowed on them. Now the 
king having an immediate suspicion of these men, had them 
tortui^^d ; who endured the torture courageously for a long 
time, but at last confessed, that Alexander would have per- 
suaded them to kill* Herod, when he was in pursuit of the 
wild beasts ; that it might be said he fell from his horse, and 
was run through by his own spear, for that be had once such 
a misfortune formeriy. They also showed where there was 
money hidden in the stable under ground, and these convicted 
the king's chief hunter, that he had given the young men the 
royal hunting spears and weapons to Alexander's dependants, 
at Alexander's command. 

4. After tliese^ the commander of the garrison of Alexan- 
drium was caught and tortured ; for he was accused to have 
promised to receive the young men into his fortress, and to 
supply them with that money of the king's which was laid up 
in that fortress, yet did not he acknowledge any thing of it 
himself.; but his son came in, and said, it was so, and deli- 
vered MP the writing, which, so far as could be guessed, was 
in Alexander's hand. Its contents were these : ^^ When we 
have finished, by God's h6lp, all that we have proposed to 
do, we will come to you ; but do your endeavours, as you 
have promised, to receive us into your fortress." After this 
writing was produced, Herod had no doubt about the treach- 
erous designs of his sons against him. But Alexander said, 
that Diophatus the scribe, had imitated his hand, and that 
the paper was maUciously drawn up by Antipater ; for Dio- 
phantns appeared to be very cunning in such practices, and 
as he was afterward convicted of forging other papers, he was 
put to death for it. 

5. So the king produced those that had been tortured be- 
fore the multitude at Jericho, in order to have them accuse 
the young men ; which accusers many of the people stoned 
tQ death ; and when they were going to kill Alexander and 
Ari^obuius likewise, the king would not permit them to do 
SQ, but restrained the multitude, by (he pieans of Ptolexny 
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anftPkoromi. Utmwmty ikm ymag mm were put vidor a 
gmrdy and kept in cwtodyy dut nobodj ought cone at tkem ; 
and aU thai tnigr did or nid vm» watcfaed ^ and tkm reptow^ 
and lear they were in was little ornothing 4MPuma^tnm 
thoee of condemned, criming : and one of thetuy who wa» 
Aristobiilusy was so de^y affected, that he broi^t Salome, 
who was his aunt, and his motber'4a4aw9 to kMnei^ with him 
fka his calaroities, and to hate him who had suffered thiiigs lo 
come to that pass; when be said to her, <<Art notion in 
danger of destmction also, whilst the report goes that thou 
hadst disclosed beforehand all our affairs to Sylleus, when 
thou wast in hopes of being married to him ?" But she im- 
mediately carried these words to her brother : upon this be 
was out of patience, and gave command to bindiiim ; and 
enjoined them both, now they were kept separate one from 
the other, to write down the iU th'mgs they had done against 
their father and bring the writings to him. So when this 
was enjoined them, they wrote this, that they had laid no 
treaoherous designs, nor made any preparations against their 
iather, but that they had intended to fly away ; and that by 
the dbtress they w^e in, their lives being now uncertain and 
tedious to them. 

6. About this time there came an ambassador out of Cap* 
padocia from Archelaus, whose name was Melas ; he was 
one of the principal rulers under him. So Herod, bemg de- 
sirous to show Archelaus's ill-will to him, caUed for Alexan- 
der, as he was in his bonds, and asked him again concerning 
his flight, whither and how they had resolved to retire ? Alex- 
ander replied, ^^to Archelaus, who had promised to send 
them away to Rome, but that they had no wicked or mis- 
chievous design against their ^eUher, and that nothing of tint 
nature which their adversaries had charged upon them was 
true ; and that their desire was, that he might have examined 
Tjrrannus and Jucundus more strictly, but that th^ had been 
suddenly slain by the means of Antipater, who put his own 
friends among the multitude [for the piirpose.] 

7* When this was said, Herod commanded that both 
Alexander and Melas should be carried to Griaphra, Arche- 
laus's daughter, and that she should be asked, wfaeUier she 
did not know somewhat of Alexander's treacherous designs 
against Herod ? Now as soon as th^ were come to her, 
and she saw Alexander in bonds, she beat her h^Ml, and in 
agreat consternation, gave a deep suid moving groan. Tlie 
young man also fell into tears. Tl^ was so miserable a 
spectacle to those present, that, for a great whie, ^Mf 
Mre not able to say or to do any thmg y but at kpgtk Ptife- 
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mjy who was ocdeced to biing Alexander, bid ham say, 
whether his wUe were conscioiis of his actions ? He rcf& 
edy ^Miow is it possible that she, whom I love better than 
my own soul, and by whom I have had children, should not 
know what i do H' Upon which she cried out, that ^< she 
knew of no wicked designs of his ^ but that yet, if her ac- 
cusing herself falsely would tend to his preservation, she 
would confess it all/' Alexander replied, ^ There is no 
such wickedness as those (who ought tlie least of all so to do,) 
mispect, which either I have imagined, or thou fcnowest dT, 
but thb only, that we had ne^iy^ to retire to Arcbelaus, 
and from thence to Rome." Which she also confessed. 
Upon which Herod, supposing that Archclaus's ill-will to 
him was fully proved, sent a letter by Olympus and Volu* 
minus, and bid them, as they sailed by, to touch at Eleusa, 
of CUkia, and give Arch^us the letter. And that when 
they had expostulated witl^ him, that he had a hand in his 
son's treacherous design against him, they should from 
thence sail to fiome ; and that, in case they found Nicolaus 
had gained any ground, and that Caesar was no longer dis- 
pleased at him, he should give him his letters, and the proofs 
which he had ready, to show against the young nyen. As to 
Arcbelaus, he made this defence for himself, that << he had 
pronsised to receive the youpg men, because it was both for 
th^ own and their father's advantage so to do, lest some 
too severe procedure should be gone upon in that anger and 
disorder they were in, on occasion of the present suspicions ; 
but that still he had not promised to send them to Caesar ; 
and that'he had not promised any thing else to the young men 
that could show any ill-will to him." 

8 When these ambassadors were come to Rome, they 
had a fit opportunity of delivering their letters to Caesar : 
because they found him reconciled to Herod ; for the circum- 
stances of Nicolaus's embassage had been as follows : as so<m 
as he was come to Rome, and was about the court, he did not 
first of all set about what he was come for only, but he 
thought fit also to accuse Sylleus. Now the Arabians, even 
before he came to talk with them, were quarrelling one with 
another ; and some of them left Sylleus's party, and joining 
themselves to Nicolaus, informed him of all the wicked things 
that had been done ^ and produced to him evident demon- 
strations of the slau^ter of a great number of Obodas' 
fnends by oylleus ^ mt when these men left dynetts, they 
had carried off with them those letters whereby they could 
convict him. When Nicolaus saw siish an opportunity affor- 
ded him, he made use of it, in order to gain his own point af^ 
VOL. m* C c 
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lerwardy and endeavoured immediately to make a recoocilia* 
Hon between Ciesar and Herod ; for lie was fully satisfied^ 
that if be sbould desire to make a defence for Heiod directly. 
lie should not be^owed that liberty ; but that if he desired 
to accuse Sylleus, there would an occasion present itself 
of speaking on Herod's behalf. So when the cause was ready 
for a hearing, and the day was appointed, Nicolaos, while 
Aretas's ambassadors were present, accused Sylleus,and said^ 
that ^ he imputed to him the destructions of the king [Obo^ 
das,] and of many others of the Arabians ^ that he had bor^ 
rowed money for no good design : and he proved that he 
iiad been guilty of adultery, not only with the Arabians, but 
Roman women also." And he added, that ^^ above aU the 
xest, he had alienated Csesar from Herod ; and that all that 
he had said about the actions of Herod were falsities.'' When 
Nicolaus was come to this topic, Caesar stopped him from 
^oing on, and desired him only to speak to this afiair of He« 
rod's ; and to show that ^^ he had not led an army into Ara* 
bia, nor slain two thousand &ve hundred men there, nor taken 
prisoners, nor pillaged the country." To which Nicolaus 
made this answer, ^^ I shall principally demonstrate, that ei- 
ther nothing at all, or but a yery little of those imputations 
are true of which thou hast been informed ; for had they been 
true, thou mightest justly have been still more angry at He* 
rod." At this strange assertion, Csesar was very attentive ; 
and Nicolaus said, that ^^ there was a debt due to Herod of 
five hundred talents, and a bond whorein it was written, that 
if the time appointed be elapsed, it should be lawful to make 
a seizure out of any part of his country. As for the pretend- 
ed army, he said, it was no army, but a party sent out to re** 
quire the just payment of the money : that it was not s^nt 
immediately, nor so soon as the bond allowed, but that Sylle* 
us had frequently com^ before Satumius,and Volumnius, the 
presidents of Syria : and that at last he had sworn at fikery-^ 
tus, * by the fortune of Caesar, that he would certualy pay 
the money within thirty days, and deliver up the fogitives 
that were under his dominion. And that when Sylleus had 
performed nothmg of this, Herod came agam before the pre- 
sidents ; and upon their permission to make a seizure for his 
money, he, with difilculty, went out of his country with a par- 
ty of soldiers for that purpose. And this is all the war whidi 
these nftn so tragically describe ; and this is the affair of the 

* This oath, by the fortune of Ccuar^ was put lo Poly carp, bishop of 
Smyrna, by the Roman goveoor, to try whether he were a Christian ts 
they were then esteemed whu refosed to sweiit that oath, Mfutyt. Priif • 
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expedition into Arabia. And how can this be called a war, 
tirhen thy presidents permitted it; the covenants allowed it; 
and it was not executed, till thy name, O C^sar, as well as 
that of the other gods, had been profaned. Atid now I must 
speak in order about the captives. There Were robbers 
that dwelt in Trachonitis : at ^rst their number was no more 
than forty, but they became more afterwards, and they escap- 
ed the punishment Herod would have inflicted on them, by 
making Arabia their refuge. S> Ileus received them, and 
Isupported them with food that they might be mischievous to 
all mankind, and gave them a country to inhabit, and himself 
received the gains they made by robbery; yet did he pro- 
mise that he would deliver up these men, and that by the 
same oaths, and by the same time that "he sware and fixed for 
payment of his debt : nor can he by any means show that 
any other persons have at this time been taken out of Arabia 
besides these, and indeed not ^11 these neither, but only ^o 
many as could not conceal themselves. And thus does the 
calumny of the captives which hath been so odiously repre- 
sented, appear to be no better than a fiction and lie made 
on purpose to provoke thy indignation: for I venture to af- 
firm, that when the fordes of the Arabians came upon us, and 
one or two of Herod's party fell, he then only defended him- 
self, and there fell Naceb their general, and, in all, about 
twenty-fiue others, and no more; whence Sy Ileus, by multi- 
jplying every single soldier to an hundred, he reckons the 
slain to have been two thousand five hundred. 

g. This provoked Caesar more than ever: so he turned to 
Sylleus full of rage, and asked him how many of the Arabians 
were slain ? Hereupon he hesitated, and said he had been im- 
posed upon. The covenants also were read about the money 
he had borrowed, and the letters of the presidents of Syria, 
and the complaints of the several cities, so many as had been 
injured by the robbers. The conclusion was this, that Syl- 
leus was condemned to die, and that Caesar was reconciled to 
Herod, and owned his repentance for what severe things he 
had written to him, occasioned by calumny, insomuch, that 
he told Sylleus, that he had compelled him, by his lying ac- 
count of things, to be guilty of ingratitude a:gainst a man that 
was his friend. At the last, all came to this, Sylleus was sent 
away to answer Herod's suit, and to repay the debt that he 
owed, and after that to be punished [with death:] but still Cae- 
sar was ofiended with Aretas, that he had taken upon himself 
the government without his consent first obtained, for he had 
determined to bestow Arabia upon Btarod ; but that the letterg 
he had sent, hindered him from so 4»ing, for Olympus and 
Yolumoius, perceiving that Csssar was now become fitvoura^ 
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bit to Herod, tboQgbt fit immediately to deliver bkn the le^ 
ters tbey were commanded by Herod to give Sum concermug 
hk BOAS. When C»sar bad read tbem^ be thoHgbt it would 
not be proper to add anotber governmeot to bim, now be was 
old, a&d in an ill state witb rektion to hb sons, so he admitted 
Aielas'ft ambassadors; uad after be bad jn^ reproved him 
for bia rashness in not tarrying till be received die king- 
dom from him, be accepted of bis presents, and confimed him 
in bis government. 



CHAP. XI. 

How Herod^ hy pemdmonfrom CcBsar^ accused his sons he-' 
fare an assembly of judges at Beryius; and tthai Tero 
suffered for using a boundless and military liberty of 
speech. Concerning also the death of the young men, and 
their burial at Alexandrium, ' 

^ 1. So CaBsar was now reconciled to Herod; and wrote 
thus to him, that ^^ be was grieved for him on account of his 
sons ; and that in case they had been guilty of any profone 
and insolent crimes against him, it would behoove him to pu- 
nish, them as parricids, for which he gave him power ac- 
cordingly ; but if diey had only contrived to fly away, be 
would have him give diem an admonition, and not proceed to 
extremity with them. He also advised him to get an assem- 
bly together, and to appoint some place near *Berytus, 
which is a city belonging to the Romans, and to take the 
presidents of Syria, and Archelaus, king of CappadedLa, and 
as many more as he thought to be illustrious, for their friend- 
ship to him, and the dignities they were in, and determine 
what should be done by their approbation.'* These were 
the directions that Caesar cave him. Accordingly, Herod, 
when the letter was brought to him, was immediately very 
glad of Caesar's reconciliation to him, and very glad also 
tnat he had a complete authority given him over bis sons. 
And it strangely came about, that whereas before, in his ad* 
versity, though he had indeed showed himself severe, !yet 
had he not been very rash, nor hasty in procuring the de- 
struction of his sons, he now^ in his prosperity, took advan- 

* What Josepbas rclatM Aogastas to have here saidi'diatReryfas 
wot a eiiy beldmgmg le the Romam, is coBfirmed by SpMilMiai's notat 



here. <' It was, says he, a colooy^placed there by Apistiw. . WheuM 
Ulpian, De eens, bet, L T. XV. The colony o/Beryivt wa9 reniertdfih 
t^.sM.^,. — ^._.*.r> ...^ ,.. ,. . jnongtheco' ' 

I'.tkehifpyi 

yCoogle 



mous by the benefit ofCosar; and thence it is that, among the coins of 
Augustus, we ineet with some having tbfi inscription : the hammeehm 
€f^guKU8aiB9rytU9," ^ ^ 
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tage of his change for the better^and the freedom he now 
had to exerci^Q^his hatred against tliem after an unheard of 
manner ; he therefore sent and called as many as he thought^ 
fit to th^ assembly^ expecting Archelaus^ for as for him, he 
either hated him, so that he would not invite him, or he 
thought he would be an obstacle of his designs. 

2. When the presidents, and the rest that belonged to the 
<3ities, were come to Berytus, he kept his sons in a certain 
village belonging to Sidon, called Platana^ but near to this 
city, that if they were called, he might produce them, for he 
did not think fit to bring them before the assembly : and 
when there were one hundred and fifty assessors present, 
Herod came by himself alone,. and accused his sons, and that 
in SUCH a way as if it were not a melancholy accusation, and 
not made but out of necessity, and upon the mbfortunes he 
was under; indeed in such a way as' was very indecent for a. 
father to accuse his sons, for he was very vehement, and dis- 
ordered, when he came to the demonstration of the crime 
they were accused of, and gave the greatest signs of passion 
and barbarity : nor would he suffer the assessors to consider 
the weight of the evidence, but asserted them to be true by 
his own authority after a manner roost indecent in a father 
against his sons, and read himsdf what they themselves had 
written, wherein there was no confession of any plots or 
contrivances against him, but only how they had contrived to 
fiy away, and containing withal certain reproaches against 
him, on account of the ill-will he bare them : and when he 
came iq those reproaches, he cried out most of all, and ex- 
aggerated what they said, as if they had confessed the de- 
sign against him, and took his oath that he had rather lose 
his life than hear such reproachful words. At last he said, 
that ^^ he had sufficient authority both by nature, and by Cae- 
sar's grant to him, [to do what he thought fit.^ He also ad- 
ded an allegation of a law of their country, which enjoined 
this, that if parents laid their hands on ^ the head of him that 
was accused, the standers by were obliged to cast stones at 
him, and thereby to slay him ; which though he were ready 
to do in his own country and kingdom, yet did he wait for 
their determination, that yet they came tnither, not so much 
as judges, to condemn them for such manifest designs' against 
him, whereby he had almost perished by his sons' means, but 
as persons that had an opportunity of showing their detesta<« 
tion of such practices, and declaring how,unworthy a thing 
it must be in any, even the most remote, to pass over suca 
treacherous designs [without punishment."] 

9. When tlie king had said this, an<i the young men haA 
C o2 
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Mt been produced to make any defence lor thenidvn, tiie 
assenors pereeiyed there waa no room for eqp^ and recon- 
cSiationy so they confirmed his authority. And in the first 
places Satuminnsy a person that had been consul, and one of 
great d^^nily, pronounced his sentence, but with great nH>de- 
ration and trouble; and said, that <^ he condemned H^xxl^s 
sons, but did not think they should be put to death. He had 
sens of his own, to put one's son to death is a greater misfor- 
tune than any other that could befall him by their means.'' 
After him Satuminus's sons, for he had three sons that fc^- 
lowed him, and were his legates, pronounced the same sen* 
tence with thdr fother. On the contrary Yokinmius's sen- 
tence was, to inflict death on such as had been so ioipkxisly 
nndutiful to their fother; and the greatest part of the rest 
said the same, insomuch, that the conclusion seemed to be, 
that the young men were condemned to die. Immediately 
after this, Herod came away from thence, and took his sons 
,t6 Tyre, where Nicolaus met him in his voyage fi-om Rome; 
of whom he inquired, after he had related to him what had 
passed at Berjrtus, what his sentiments were about his sons, 
and what his friends at Rome thought of that matter? His 
answer was, ^ That what they had determined to do to thee 
Was tmpbus, and that thou oughtest to keep them in prison; 
and if thou thinkest any thhig ftirther necessary, thou mayest 
indeed so punish them that thou mayest not appear to indidge 
thy anger more than to govern thyself by judgment ; bnt if 
thou inclinest to the milder side, thou mayest absolve them, 
lest perhaps tl^ misfortunes be rendered incurable: and this 
is the opinion of the greatest part of thy friends at Rome also." 
Whereupon Herod was silent, and in great thooghtfulness, 
and bid Nicolaus sail along with him. 

4. Now as they came to Caesarea, every body was there 
talking of Herod's sons, and the kingdom was in suspense, 
and the people in gaeat expectation of what would become 
of them, for a terrible fear seized upon all men, lest the an- 
oient disorders of the family should come to a sad condusion, 
and they were in great trouble aboiit their sufferings ; nor 
was it without danger to say any rash thing about this matter, 
nor even to hear another saying it, but mens' pity was forced 
to be Aut up in themselves, which rendered the excess of 
their -sorrow very irksome, but very silent; yet was there 
an .old soldier of Herod's, whose name was Tero, who had a 
son of the same ag^ with Alelander, and his ftiend, who was 
so very free, as openly to speak out what others silently 
thought about that matterj and was forced to cry out often 
simong ihe multitude, and said, in the most unguarded man- 
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ner^ <4hat truth was p^ished, and justiee takes away flrott 
men, while lies and ul-will prevailed, and brought such a 
mist befere public affairs, that the offenders were not able 
to see the greatest mischiefs that can befall men." And as 
he was so bold, he seemed not to have kept himsdf out of 
danger by speaking so ^eely; but the reasonableness of 
what he said moved men to reg^d him, as having behaved 
himself with great manhood, and this at a proper time also, 
for which reason every one heard what he said with plea- 
sure; and although they first took care of their own safety, 
by keeping silent themselves, yet did they kindly receive the 
great freedom he took, for the expe^ation they were in of 
so great an affliction put a force upon them to speak of Tero 
whatsoever they pleased. ^ 

5. This man had thrust himself into the kings presence 
with the greatest freedom, and desired to speak with him by 
himself alone, which the king permitted him to do, where he 
said this: ^^ since I am not able, O king, to bear up under 
so great a concern as I am under, I have preferred the use of 
this bold liberty that I now take, which may be for thy ad- 
vantage, if thou mind to get any profit by it, before my own 
safety. Whither is thy understanding gone and left thy soul 
empty? Whither is that extraordinary sagacity- of thine 
gone, whereby thou hast performed so many and such glo- 
rious actions ? Whence comes this solitude, and desertion of 
thy friends and relations ? Of which I cannot but determine, 
tliat they neither are thy friends,. nor relations, while they 
overlook so horrid wickedness in thy once happy kingdom. 
Dost not thou perceive what is ddi^? Wilt thou slay these 
two young men, born of thy queen, who are accomplished 
with every virtue in the highest degree, and leave thyself 
destitute in thy old age, but exposed to one son, who hath 
very ill managed the hopes thou hast given him, and to rela- 
tions, whose death thou hast so often resolved onFthyself? 
Dost thou not take notice, that the very silence of the mul- 
titude at once sees the crime, and abiiors the fact? The 
whole army and the officers have commiseration on the poor 
unhappy youths, and hatred to those that are the octors in 
this matter." These words the king heard, and for^ some 
time with good temper. But what can one say ? When Te- 
ro plainly touched upon the bad behaviour and perfidious- 
ness of hb domestics, he was enraged at it, but Tero went 
on farther, and by degrees used an unbounded military free- 
dom of speech, nor was he so well disciplined as to accom- 
modate himself to the time: so Herod was greatly disturbed, 
and seeming to be rather reproached by his speech than to 
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be hc^umg what was for hb advantage, while he learned 
hereby, that both the soldiers abhorr^ the thing he was 
about, and the officers had indignation at it, he gave order that 
all whom Tero had named, and Tero himself, riiookl be 
bound and kept in prison. 

6. When this was over, one Tm>ho, who was the king's 
barber, took the opportunity, and came atad told the kii^, 
that Tero would often have persuaded him, when he trimmed 
him with a razor, to cut his throat, for that by this means he 
should be kmong the chief of Alexander's friends, and re^ 
ceive great rewards frgm him. When he had said this, the 
king gave order thar Tero, and his son, and the barber, 
should be tortured, which was done accordingly ; but while 
Tero bore up himself, his son, seeing bis father already in a 
sad case, and had no hope of deliverence, and perceiving 
what would be the consequence of his terrible sufferings, 
said, that ^^ if the king would here free htm and his father 
from those torments for what he should say, he would tell 
the truth." And when the king had given his wordio do 
so, he said, that ^Mhere was an agreement made, that Tero 
should lay violent hands on the king, because it was easy for 
him to come when he was alone ; and, that if; when he had 
done the thing, he should sufier death for it, as was not un- 
likely, it would be an act of generosity done in favour of 
Alexander. This was what Tern's son said, and thereby 
freed bis father from the distress he was in ; but uncertain 
it is, whether he had been thus forced to speak what was 
true, or whether it were a contrivance of his, in order to 
procure his own and his father's deliverance from their mtse« 
ries. 

7. As for Herod, if he had befbre any doubt aboutthe 
slaughter of his son's, there was now no longer any room lefb 
in his soul for it, but he had banished away whatsoever m^ht 
afford him the least suggestion of reasoning better about tins 
matter, so he already made haste to bring hb purpo^ to a 
a conclusion. He also brought out three hundred of the offi-> 
cers that were under an accusation, as also Tero, and lus 
son, and the barber that accused them, before an assembly, 
and bcpught^tn accusation against them all ; whom the mul- 
titude stoned with whatsoever came to hand, and thereby 
slew them. Alexander also and Aristobulus were brought 
to Sebaste, by their lather's command, and there strangl^ ; 
but their dead bodies were in the night-time carried to Alex- 
andrium, where their uncle by their mother's side, and ib^ 
greatest part of their ancestor^ had been deposited* 
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8. ^ And now perhaps it may not seem unreasonable to 
some, that such an mveterate hatred might increase so mndi 
[on both sides J as to proceed farther, and to overcome na* 
tore : ImH it maj justly deserve consideration, whether it be 
to be laid to the charge of the young men> that they gave 
Sttck aa occasion to their father's anger> and led him to do 
what he did, and by going on longer in the same way, put 
things past remedy, and brought him to use them so unmer- 
dfttily ; or whether it be to be laid to the father's charge^ 
that he wa^so hard hearted, and so very tender in the desire 
of government, and of other thhigs thailwotild tend to his 
glory, that he would take no one into partnership with him, 
that so whatsoever he would have done himself might con- 
tmue immoveable; or indeed, whether fortune have not 
greater power than all prudent reasonings t whence we are 
persuaded that human actions are thereby determined before^ 
hand by an inevitable necessity, and we call her FatCy be- 
cause there is nothix^ which is not done by her ; wherefore 
I suppose it will be sufficient to. compare this notioa with 
that otber which attributes scnnewhat to ourselves, and ren- 
ders mok not unaccountable for the different conducts of 
their fives, which notion is no other than the philosophical 
determination of our ancient law. Accordingly, of the two 
other causes of this sad event, any body may lay the blame 
on the young men, who acted by youthful vanity, and pride 
of their royal birth, that they should bear to hear the calum- 
nies that were raised against their father, while certainly they 
were not equitable judges of the actions of his life, but ill 
natured in suspecting, and intemperate in speaking of it, and, 
on both accounts, easily caught by those that observed them, 
and revealed them, to gain favour ; yet cannot their father 
be thought worthy ot excuse as to that horrid impiety which 
he was guilty of about them, while he ventured, without any 
certain evidence of their treacherous designs against him, 
and without any proofs that they had made preparation for 
auch attempts to kill his own sons, who were of very cemely 
bodies, and the great darlings of other men, and no way de- 
ficient in their conduct, whether it were in huntiug, or war- 
like exercises, or in speaking upon occasional topics of dis- 
course; for in all these they were skilful, and especially 
Alexander, who was the eldest; for certainly it had been 
sufficient, even though he had condemned them, to have kept 

* The reader is here to note, that this eighth section is eotirelv want* 
ing in the old Latin versiofi, as Spanheim; truly observes nor is there 
any other reason for it, I suppose, than the great difficulty of an exact 
translation. 
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them alive^in bonds^ or to let them lire at a distance^om h1$ 
dominions in banishment, while lie was surrounded by th& 
Roman forces, which were a strong security to him, whose 
help would prevent his suffering any thing by a sud^ni onset, 
or by open forces but for him to kill them on the sudden, in 
order to gratify a passion that governed him, was a demon* 
stration of insufferable dinpiety : he al^ was guilty df so 
great a crime in his elder age ; nor will the delays that he 
made, and the length of time in which the thing was done, 
plead at all for his excuse ; for when a man is c!n a sudden 
amazed, and in coHMaotion of mind, and then commits a wick* 
ed action) although this be an heayy crime^ yet is it a thing 
that frequently Ibappens, but to do it upon deliberation, and 
after frequent attempts, and as frequent puttings off, to un- 
dertake it at lasf, and accomplish it, was the action of a mur-* 
derous mind, and suth as was not easily moved from that 
which is evil : and this temper he showed in what he did af- 
terwards, when he did not spare those that seemed to be the 
best b4oved of his friends that were left, wherein though the 
justice of the punbhment caused those that perished to be 
the less pitied, yet watf the barbarity of the man here equal^ 
in 4ha^ be did not abstain from their slaughter also ; but ol 
those pevtoos we shall have occasion to discourse more here-' 
after* 
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